e e

Fovm 10-300
{July 1969)

UNITED STATES DFPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVEMTORY —~ NOMIMATION FORM

(Type all enfries = complele applicabié sections)

5TATEY
Norbth Carolina
COUNTY:!
Davidson
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NMUMBER

DATE

R

COMMON:

0l1d Davidson County Courthouse

AND/on HISTORIC!

LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Main._Street aL Center Street

CITY OR TOWN!

ﬂ"WW,lQXLxgbon“MQ(b fuh Conprosgional Disbric

ATATE copE |COUNTY: CcoDE

North CGarolina. 37 Davidson 057
} ‘”CLASSIFICATION e il bl SR

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check Onc) TO THE PUBLIC

(] District ] Building IC] Public Public Acquisition: 2] Occupied Yes:

[ Site [ Structure |1 Private ] In Process [ Unoccupied [X] Restricted

[C] Object (] . Both (J Being Considered [T} Preservation work [ Unrestricted
In progross (1 Ne
l’“ I?IZ‘H'N 'lr lJf’;F, ((‘vhim‘l( ()17;\ or M”""" as Ap,n":v‘])rrlfillu)“ - T i T

fX] Governmant
[T} Industrial
71 Military

7] Museum

[} Park
[Z] Private Residence
{71 Religious
(T} Sclentific

[} Agricultural

L] E

{1 Entertainmont

Educotional

[T} Transportation [] Comments

{1 Other (Specifty)

B

TAWH T NAME: S
=
Davidson Counly Courthouse SR
UAND NUMBER:D o .g!. m
Wost Center Street A
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: conE ﬁ
IDXlngLon North Carolina 37 E
COURTHOUSE, N"(:‘l"‘l RY OF DEE T " R S
Davidson County Courthouse o 8
STREET AND NUMBER: T |<_l :;'
West Center Street Do
CITY OR TOWN;: STATE CODE 8
Iexington North Carollna 37
CREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS . 7 T
L E OF SURVE Y T e m
Z
-
J e I [ i
DATE QF SURvEY, | | Fodoral [} State [7] County 7] Local < %
HEDOS TORY FOR BURVEY RECORPS: N ) élz
il
m} w:m
e ko g . e B i i e S m st
ATIREE T AR UMD Vo
m
o
Y o Towny STATE: -
g : ' S TE: CODE <
T v
- »
-
"




vl

(C.‘hoc}; O-ile)i‘
[} Excellent %] Good [T} Fair 7] Deteriorated [} Ruins [} Unexposed
CONDITION (Check Ono) ' (Check One)
K] Altered "] Unaltered ] Moved [X] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

-molded in high relief. Above the portico is an octagonal clock tower

The old Davidson'-County Courthouse, built of stuccoed stone, is a
superb temple-form building with a prostyle hexastyle portico. The
slightly attenuated fluted Roman Corinthian columns support a well-
execubed entablature. Especially notable is the cartouche in the fympanum

which rests on a low square plinth. The sides of the tower are marked by
louvered round-headed arches, those parallel to the edges of the plinth
being wider than those at the angles. At the topc of the tower is a
semispherical roof resting on a bold modillion cornice.

The only openings on the front wall of the building are the large
central pedimented portal and a triple window with round arched heads abovs
it. The great expanse of unbroken wall beneath the portico is a brilliant
subtlety of design which increases the visual effect of the fine detail
of the order.

The sides of the building are seven bays long with a round-headed
window above a trabeated one in each bay. At either end the terminal
bays are flanked by ‘single fluted pilasters.

The rear elevation features a fully developed pediment which rests
on a pilaster at each end. There is no ornament in the tympanum. On the
first level is a wide central entrance with double doors, transom, and
paneled goffit. This is flanked by long rectangular windows on either gidd
In the second story thore are four windows wilh round archod hoadsg,

Al first floor windows have four-over-four sash while the sscond
floor windows have six-over-four. The building rests on a high foundation
of roughly dressed ashlar.

On the interior most of the original first flcor arrangement has been
changed, but many of the heavy door and window cases have survived. ACrosg
the front of the building runs a stair hall with broad flights of steps
ascending at bach end. These featurc enormous newels and heavy turned
balustrades. Rach stair gives accoss on bho floor above Lo a similar hall
which runs along the rear of the courtroom. Above this hall is a gallery.
From the hall two sets of double doors open into the rectangular courtroom
in the center of the building. It has a sloping floor, five windows on

sach side divided by fluted pilasters, and a heavy entablature which carridy

around the room. Most of the anterior Cittings of the courtroom seem bo
date from at least two periods of remodeling.

Behind the rear wall of the courtroom are three smali rooms. The two
outer ones have [ireplaces with simple Classic Revival mantels. 1In one ol
them is a most interesting security dovice in the form of a metal cage used
no doubt to control the most belligerent offenders.
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STATEMEMT OF SIGMNIFICANGE

Davidson County, named Cor General William Tee Davidson, who was killedl
in the revolutionary war, was created from a parlt of Rowan County on Dedembd:

9, 1822, It was first decided Lo locate the county seat on the lands of
Martin Owens. dJohn Moore, chairman of the new counby court, purchased 108
acrea of land uvpon which the proposed county seat, Maion, was to be buidt.

Many Lotg had already been sold al public auction when the people of nearby
Texington were able to have the selection of Marion as the county seat re-
evaluated and to persuade ths legiglature to chonge the counby sealt to
Lexinghon. On March 23, 182, pAlexandor Caldeleugh, Benjamin D. Roosaville
and Jease Hargrave dseded Lo John Moore, for the benelil of the county,
twenty-Tive acres in Lexington for £fifty cenbs an acre. Profil from the
gale of this land was to be used to bulld a courthouse and jail. People wh
had purchased lots al, Marion wore given thelr money back, and the lots were
reconveyed to the original mmers. By 1825 a courthouse was built in
Iexingbon which served the county for over thirty years.

At The mﬂmu&mrt@mnof<mmrL:U11856‘ibwuﬂ(mdmwm,muﬂ)axmw<xnmbw
hovse Lor Lexingbon be bullt, and the court appointed Cive commissionors Lo
aguparintend the location and building of the how courthouse. The building
was congtructed in the northweslt corner of the public squore. The square
wag divided into four parts by the four streets which originally ran north,
gouth, east, and west from the former courthouse which sbood in the centber
of the aguare. A wonument to the Confodevacy now stands near bthe giteo of
the original conrthouse. In 1918 the bullding wos remodoled extensively.

A new courthouse was constructed in 1959 on Center Street. The ground flooj

of the old courthouse is now used by a few governmmt of fices. The second
story has been leaged by the Davidson Counbty Historical Soclety for use as
a0 IAE UL,

Thoush moch of the oripginal dnbori hag boen pronoved, the extevior of
bheo old Davidson Gounty Courthouse ig one of the finest and most architector
in the state. The many subtleties of ite design, especially the great scale
splendid proportions, and detail of heroic portico, make it one of the
more dmporbant buildings of the (¢la Revival in the South. There are mai
gimilor coanby courthousos but Cow © can equal Lt
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01d Devidson County Courthouse

Main Street at Center Streot
Ilexington, North Carolina

North Carolina State Highway Jommission
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