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Good Hope Methodist Church Cemetery contains about 350 gravestones. The earliest, 
located near the main highway, are a group of about 26 locally crafted gravestones. 
The first few markers, dated 1834 and 1836, are crude, plain fields tones with no 
artistic significance, but a group of at least eight, dating 1836-1862, are the 
work of the ''Master of the Upper and Lower, Case," a minor folk master who apparently 

. lived in the Welcome vicinity. The John Zimmerman headstone, dated 1843, is one of 
the rare examples of the fussy over-elaboration of the "Pierced Style" design idiom. 
The following gravestones, grouped by schools, are most significant: 

Master of the Upper and Lower Case 

Levi Yonts 
Sarah Hage 
Henry Link 
William Phillips 
Jacob Lopp 
Solomon Hanes 
Rebecca Caroline Phillips 
Sarah Hanes 

Swisegood School 

John Zimmerman 

1833-1836 
1773-1843 
1842-1843 
1789-1842 
1821-1847 
1813-1847 
1838-1848 
1813-1862 

1842-1843 
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Good Hope Methodist Church was established as a Methodist-Episcopal congregation 
about 1836. The history of this congregation has not been published, and this date 
has been determined by the earliest inscribed gravestone in the cemetery. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

A,C Derives primary sign~ficance from the unique collection of folk gravestones by 
local stonecutters erected here in the late eighteenth and first half of the 
nineteenth centuries. These highly decorative soapstone gravestones with folk 
symbols for resurrection and eternity represent the height of folk art accom­
plishment within the craft community of the Anglo-German farmers of north 
Davidson County. 

Contains one of the largest groupings of gravestones by the "Master of the Upper 
and Lower Case" in the county, and may have been the home church of this anonymous 
folk stonecutter. 
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MAJOR BIBUOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

N/A 

DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATeO PROPERlY 

UTM REFEFIENCts 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Approx. 2 acres 

BW I I , ! 
ZONE EASTIN 

oW II, I 

bl I , I I I 
NORTHING 

.11.I,l 

The cemetery boundaries include an area of roughly 2 acres with the approximate 
dimensions of 200 feet by 300 feet by 350 feet by 150 feet by 150 feet in a 
polygonal configuration as shown on the U.S. Geological Survey map, Welcome, N.C. -
Quadrangle. 




