INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

Form 10-300
(July 1969)

UMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES
IMYENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

(Type all enfries — complele applicable seciions)

5T AT

North Carolina

COUNTY:

lidgecombe

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

C OMMON !

___The Barracks
AND/OR HISTORICH

LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

1100 Albhemarle Streetl

CITY OR TOWN!

CLASSIFICATION. -

Tarboro
STATE cope [COUNTY: COPE
North Caroling 37 Ldgeconbe 0A5_

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS

(Check Ono) H TO THE PUBLIC
[} District [ Buiiding [ Public Public Acquisition: G Occupied Yes:
[ site () Structure |34 Private {7 In Process (] Unoccupied Resiricted

[] Object {C] Both (7] Being Considered (] Proservation work [";] Unrestrictod

‘ In progress {Z] Neo

PRESEMNT USE (Chocl One or Moro as Appropriate)
[ Agricultural ] Government ] Park [OJ Transportation [J Comments

[C] Other (Specity)

[J Commercial [ Industrial ] Private Residence
(] Educational O Military [ Religious
[J Entertainment J Museum [J Scientific

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME: PR
= 4
. . »
__I"rancis P. Jenking S
GTILET AMD NMUMBER] g m
_ L Norfleel Court, 5
CITY OR TOWM] STATE: cobE 9«?
o)
o Parboro North Garelina a7 5
) EGAL DESCRIPTION ‘ SPRTEE ‘ : ' : i3
TlEGUNRTIOUsE, miteis TRy o prups, ke T KPS
4 B (0]
- Iidgocombe County Courthouse S
STREET AND MUMBER!: f
a1 v ‘ oo
_ 301 5t. Andrews Street Q
CITY O TOWNY STATE GCODE g
!'Cj.x
Mo rbopr ~ . ®
"o rboro North Carolina
|6 REPRESENTATION [N EXISTING SURVEYS o
TITLE OF SURVEY: ) m
4
~
R e e e 11 m
DATE OF PURVY) [} Fedorol [ State [ County [ Local 219
DEPOSETONY FOR AUNVEY RECORDY) i cl =z
<o
ol »w
e e e A m [
GTREET ANMD NUMBER: RN
m
o
CITY O TOWN STATE:! r—Z—
‘ CODE <
[v)
P




[/ DESCRIPTION

ST

(Check éna)
K] Excelient (] Good [} Fair 7] Deteriorated 7] Ruins [T} Unexposed
CONDITION
(Chock Ono) (Choeck Oneo)
[ Altorod [ Unaltered ] Moved [ZT Original Sita
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The Barracks is one of a group of buildings in North Carolina designed
by William Percival, a retired British army officer who practiced architec~
ture in Virginia and North Carolina. Percival's very personal style is best
geen in this house, and in Montfort Hall, Raleigh. These buildings exhibit
a formalized version of the proportion and massing common to the Ltalian
Villa style combined with an overlay of Greek Revival and ltalionate detail.
On the other hand, his Gothic Revival First Baptist Church in Raleigh and
Renaissance Revival New Dast and New West halls at the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill, show that Percival could design within a more
orthodox idiom should the occasion arise.

The Barracks is built of salmon colored brick laid in mechanical bond.
Its main (easlt) facade is dominabed by a cenbral projocting bay with a
distyle pedimented portico. The flubed columns take thelr order from the
Tower of the Winds, Athens. They support a heavy entablature which is
carried around the whole building. The frieze is punctuated by elaborate
brackets grouped in pairs. Centered in the spaces between the paired
brackets are circular vents with decoralive grates [lanked by single panels.
Under the portico is the main doorway [ramed by an elliptical arch of
projecting unmoulded brick. The space within the arch is divided ionbo three
bays by engaged colums. The large center bay contains double doors
surmounted by a simicircular stained glass fanlight. Iach door has a long
vertical panel with semicircular ends. The narrow flanking bays contain
semicircular headed side lights of stained glass. Above the doorway is a
balcony which rests on heavy wooden brackets and features a delicate iron
balustrade. Access to the balcony is through a pair of floor-lengbth windows
mited by an unmoulded proJjecting brick casing and a shallow segmental cornic
hood.

The single flanking bays feature one-story loggias with coupled
colunns of the same order as the portico. There are pairs of windows on
each level. Those on the second floor have brick casings similar to those
under the portico. They are sheltered by flat cornices, and rest on
projecting brownstone gills supported by sgimple moulded bracketa., DBeneath
the loggias are pairs of floor length windows resting on the brownstone
stringer which delineates the top of the water table.

On the north side of the house is an ornabte iron balcony with an
unusual. splayed roof.,

At the rear of the house are several additions, some made soon after
the house was built and others at a later date.

The main doorway leads into a rectangular foyor. AL oither end aro
doors opening on the two loggilas. Behind the foyer is a circular robunda.
At the second floor level there is a circular gallery; otherwise the view
to the stained glass window under.the cupola at the top of the rotunda is
unobstructed. On both floors of the rotunda there are four axial doors.
Between the doors are unadorned round-headed niches, simicircular in plan.
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7 The south door of the rotunda leads to the front parlor. Behind

this is a larger parlor with an unusual bay window feaburing a pair
of fluted Corinthian columns in antis. The north robunda door opens
on a library with two trabeated bookcases feaburing unique open work
grills., Behind the library is the dining room which has a bay
window similar to the one in the large parlor. The west door of the
rotunda gives access to the stair hall.

The Barracks retains most of its original interiors including
louvered interior shutters, heavy moulded plaster cornices, coved
ceilings, marble mantels, and very ornate gas chandeliers which have
been electrified. Several of the rooms have superb parquet floors,
On the second floor one of the bathrooms contains its original tub,
marble sink top, and tongue-and-groove wainscob. ‘
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1858 William S. Battle contracted William Percival of Petersburg,
Virginia, to design a house on the plantation inherited by his wife,
Elizabeth, from her father Francis L. Dancy. Battle, a wember of one
of the most prominent families in North Carolina, owned the extensive
Rocky Mount Cotton Mills and represented bdgecombe County at the North
Carolina Secession Convention in 1861, His mills were burned by Union
soldiers in 1863 and the costs of rebuilding left him deeply in debb.

On April 13, 1883, Battle transferred his home, The Barracks, to

William Howard, in trust, to cover his debts. The Battles finally sold
the house in 1900 to Reuben Foster. George Howard ILI bought the property
soon afterward and resided in The Barracks until about 1950. The house

is presently owned by Francis P. Jenkins of Tarboro.

The Barracks is one of the most interesting examples of the work of
William Percival, a gifted but little known architect of the period. It
is one of the most sumptuous and best preserved mansions of its date in
North Carolina.
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Map of the Town of Tarboro

Tarboro, North Carolina
Town of Tarboro

1100 Albemarle Street

July 26, 1967
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