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CONDITION 
o excellent [It Good o Fair 

(Chock Ono) 

o Unaltored 

(Check One) 

o Detariofated 

DESCRleE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL ApPEARANCE 

o Rulf1l 0 Une)l(po§ed 

(Cheek Ono) 

tx:l Moved 0 Original SHe 

The cotton press is approximately twenty-two in height and 
constructed of heart pine, mortised and tenoned together The frame, 
supporting the central shaft, consists of four posts measuring eleven 
inches width and approximately feet in height, each supported 
by two braces The upper portion of the shaft is enclosed by girts 
mortised into the posts with flat panels Across the top of the shaft 
is a single beam with an animal hitch, or sweep, attached to each end 
The sweeps ~ere rotated by mules which drove the shaft, a large wooden 
screw measuring nineteen inches in diameter, down on a wooden packing 
block Under the packing block was placed from 300 to 350 pounds of cotton 
to be compressed by the block into bales. The press is protected b,y a 
small octagonal roof above the central shaft, and origina.lJ.y had a shed 
roof covering the rest of the structure. The Edgecombe County Historical 
Society plans to replace the shed roof in the near future. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

. , 

The cotton press was constructed by Isaac Norfleet about 1840 on 
. his. plantation two-and-a-half miles southwest of Tarboro Norfleet 
was a wealthy planter and politician.. He was Justice of the Peace 
and in 1815 was appointed to codify the laws of No'rth Carolina... The 
press was powered by mules and was originally used for pressing cider 
and wine It was converted to baling cotton about 1860 e Edgecombe 
County in 1860 was the largest cotton producer in North Carolina 
with an annual production of 15,000 bales 

The press was moved from the plantation to the Tarboro Town Corn:rron 
about 1938 by the Edgecombe County Historical Society and is one of 
the few remaining examples of the type of machiner,y used by Southern 
cotton growers in the nineteenth centur,y. 



and Jonathan Bridgers History of Edgecombe County, 
Raleigh: Edwards and Broughton Printing Company, 1920 .. 
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