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The nave of 5H. Jon's Episcopal Church ds & rectanpuler bhoard-and-pabion
structure with a sbeep gable roof, At nvc gast end ds a turﬂﬂwpa“p
ewxbension consisting of o central rectongular sanctusyy f ed by hwo
smaller pra;nofions, a baptistry to the noril, and sacrid the south.,

The sanctuary has a steep gable rool while the baptisty

3u
have sinple shed reoofs. The nave ig four boays long
west end are wmarked by lancelt windows with dismond~par
the fourth bay is a tower which rises in two distinet
sinple horigontal wooden strlnger.  Un the ground level
entrance on the Front and single swall Llavcebs on elther side.  In the
second story 'single broad lancets wibh louvers appear on the {i
gide. The top of the tower is crencllated with prindtive pi m’x;.a,c::'
each corner. Above the tower rises o shingled pyramidal splpre Surmaoun
by a wooden cross

divided by a
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tn the interior Ht. John's P\lJbLLn a e center-an
eastern end ls a large pointed chance. Over the alta ‘
lancet flanked by a shorter one on eltbher side. North of the hhmub
gmaller pointed arch which fanmx3'bqw baptistry. On the soulh rsuhe Qg oo
small arched door leading to the sacvisty. ALL the walls are Iinished with
vertical tongue-and-groove sheahhlng.

The most interesting featwre of Ot, John's is its rool construction. Lt
Aially a tie-beom bruss sysbem conaisting of o paie ol ralters
pitched against one anobher with a tie-boon conuuxt4nb \uoxr s,
counteracts the oubtward thrust of the top of the side wolls.
braces rise fron the intersection ol each ralter and Lle-bhaoanm 1

soeveral et below the top of the opposite ralter. These braces inhors

cach obhor below the apox of the rool and are, in tuen, muppuwhwr‘}v )

el <"zLJ poat, which resbs on the conter ol each bie~beoam. ALL menbeors
exceph bhe vertical postg are chamfered. The surface of the rool is bLreatod
with didg@ﬁ&l tongue-and-groove sheathirg.
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STATYTEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

5t. John'g Ipiscopal Church wog formed chiefly through the eflovis
of lthe Reverend Iilliot W. Bunslead of New Yorlk. He entered the Diocerne
of North Carolina in 1888 and in March, 1889, bought the "old union
meeting house' property Tor the purpose of establishing a churcl The
next year Reverend Bumstead Uransierred the property to J. B. Lym
B. H. Battle, and others, "in trust for a congregabion to worship in a
church to be called Saint John's Church, Balttleboro." A mission was
begun with only thirteen "whole soulg! and services were held in tho
public school and a local warehouse. By the summer of 1891 the congre~
pation had increased to thirty and "during the fall and winter the church
building was erected." Bishop Theodore Lyman was so impressed by uthe
progress that he made special mention of St. John's in his address to thoe
Diocesan Convention as "the new and very attractive Church in Battleboro'
and "so tasteful and well-ordered a Church Building." In October of 1896
Bishop John Blount Cheshire consecrated the little church, now with
Forby—bwo bapbinod mombors.

Phygically, the church has changed Little since its croclbion in 1890,
In dteell St. John's is not of transcendent architectural significance:
rather it is an unspoiled exomple ol a simple vernacular type of bulld
found throughout the rural south. As such, its nomination rvepresenbs the
conbribution to social history and religion made by other churches of 15
type, many of which have passed from the landscape pecause of the movement
and growbh of populatlon.
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. bidgeconbe County Records, Ddgecombe County Courthouse, Uffice of the
Hegister of Deeds, Tarboro, Worth Carolina. (Subgroups: Deecds, Wills
Istate Papers, Census Reports.) ' j '
. lEQcho§be County Recordsé State Department of Archives and History,
agﬂgigiﬁepgitzugarollna. (Subgroups: Decds, Wills, Dstate Papers,

Journal of the Annual Convention of the Protestant Fpiscopal Church in
the Diocese of North Carolina, 1888-1896. taleigh:  Iidwards and BlOUCﬂtOH
_Printing Company (1npfrnL varies .
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()H'v./\Ul/l\H’)H

Hlate Dun.lnwntcﬁ A rchives and History

ﬂncE'f‘/ﬁlu NUMBER: T T

109 hk,, Jones Streot

(, ,{ onr |r)wn o e ",; ll\wl o o o 'Mr‘rnmww
v Raleiph North Carolina 3
1275 TATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION =~ I~ NMATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the desipnated State Liaison Officer for the Na- ,
. . . . . , cortif is property is inc o in the
tional Historic Preservation Act of 19606 (Public Law 1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
89-665), I hereby nominale this property for inclusion National Register.
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