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. The Dean Farm complex is an unusually well-preserved cluster of buildirgs 
~ncluding a handsome vernacular Federal-Greek Revival house, plus several 
outbuildings, three of which are of considerable age and architectural 
interest, The complex is located on a slight rise near the main road (N.C. 
56); a few hundred yards down the road--and included in the nomination--is 
the Dean family cemetery. 

The farm dwelling is a two-story frame house with a gable roof. It is 
of traditional form and is distinguished by handsome and consistent Greek 
Revival finish. The front and back facades are three bays.wide, as are 
the gable ends, which are.pedimented--a feature very unusual. in Franklin 
County. At each end are two large single-shoulder chimneys of large stone 
blocks. The elevations are defined by strong, wide baseboards, from which 
break out the bases of heavy, symmetrically molded corner posts treated as 
pilasters. These carry a wide, plain frieze that continues around the 
house. Tne house is covered with plain weatherboards, and the tympana of 
the pediments are flush-sheathed. The building rests on a foundation of 
stone; beneath the southwest room is a full cellar, which is entered by 
a weatherboarded bulkhead Hith a batten door hung 1vith strap hinges. (The 
cellar, plus interior features and construction elements suggest that the 
southHest part of the house was built first, and the house as it now stands 
expanded aroued thiB core in the Greek Revival era.) 

Across :D.e ;:rrain (south) facade extends a three-bay hip roof porch \vith 
fluted Do~~ col~ connected by a turned balustrade; this porch replaced 
a one-bay ?c~~ented entrance porch shoHU in a late nineteenth century 
photograph; the four extant columns resemble--and may in fact be--the four 
paired Doric columns shoHn in the photograph. The central entrance, a 
single door, is set in a simple frame as are the windows, ''ith nine-over­
nine sash at the first level and six-over-nine at the second. The side 
elevations have three evenly spaced bays separated by the tHo chimneys; to 
the rear ~<tends a gable-roof one-story ell of recent but uncertain date. 

The interior of the Dean House, as suggested by its exterior appearance, 
follmvs a center-hall plan two rooms deepo As is typical of Franklin Count} 
d~Vellings, an enclosed stair rises from the hall through the southwest 
front room, This front room has Federal style finish suggesting it is part· 
of an earlier house. It has a simple three-part Federal mantel with an 
unusually tall frieze. The wainscot is flat-paneled with delicate Federal 
moldings, and door frames in this room are mitered molded ones. Similar 
but simpler finish, and a similar, t~Yo-part, Federal mantel exist in the 
room above. The rest of the house has finish typical of the Greek Revival 
era in Franklin County: symmetrically molded door and 1·1indow frames with 
roundel corner blocks or molded ones ~<ith broad flat Greek Revival moldings; 
and plain Greek Revival mantels 1·lith simple pilasters supporting an 
unadorned frieze. The front hall and front east parlor have plastered ~<allE, 
symmetrically molded door and window frames with roundel corner blocks, and 
two-panel doors 1·Tith heavy Greek moldings. The rear two rooms have simple 
sheathed wainscots, and door frames with broad Greek Revival moldings, The 
mantels in these rooms, as upstairs, are simple Greek Revival ones, each 
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In the front east parlor, there is an impressive, rather academic Greek 
Revival mantel, resembling one illustrated by Asher Benjamin and typical 
locally (in Franklin and Harren counties) of the work of Harrenton builder 
Jacob Holt. A symmetrically molded architrave with roundel corner blocks 
frames the rectangular fire opening, Flanking this, and projecting out beyond 
it, are paired tapered fluted Doric colonnettes that rest on heavy bases; 
these carry a heavy, unbroken frieze dominated by a high-relief horizontal 
fluted roll. Above, the heavy shelf breaks out at the end-block space. In 
this room, flat panels occur under the 1oindmvs, framed by the ~<indm• archi­
traves. 

Near the house, essentially in the side and rear yard, are several out­
buildings, incluciTig a smokehouse, corncrib, harness room, and barn; the 
latter is of more :::-ecent date than the former three, which are probably of 
early nineteenth c~tury vintage.and are exceptionally fine and ~<ell-preserved 
examples of threa ;Oi_:'ferent types of construction. Southwest of the d~<elling 
is the corncrib, a ,able-roof structure constructed of hewn logs joined in a 
diamond notch. It ~tends on rocks placed at intervals, The gables are 
weatherboarded, acd there is a single opening, like a window, sheltered by a 
wooden batten shut~er hung on strap hinges attached by pintils. The roof is 
covered with ~<oode::: shingles. Also ~<est of the house, in the middle of the 
yard, is a small ""-:>le roof building said to have been the smokehouse; it is 
of frame, covered -.-ith beaded 1veatherboards, attached ~<ith rosehead nails. 
Its door is hung with wooden hinges. Beyond the fence that encloses the 
yard is the harness room or' tack house. It is a small building constructed 
of finely hewn plap~s joined at the corners in a handsomely executed dovetail. 
Its door is missing. The barn, of frame covered ~<ith weatherboards, has a 
central aisle flanked by stalls.· Formerly a kitchen stood to the rear of the 
d~<elling but was torn dmm in recent years, Near the house stands a mounted 
farm bell, 

The graveyard, at the edge of the high~<ay and west of the house, contains 
marked family graves, including those of Thomas and Martha Dean, T. P. and 
Nary Dean, and several children. The visible presence of this family cemetery 
enhances the sense of continuity and stability that characterizes the Dean 
Farm. 



V> 

UJ 

LU 

PERIOD (Check One orlrfore as Appropriate) 

O Pre-Columbian: 0 16th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPEC I Fl C ·oA TEISI (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS O,F SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Approprlat8)' 

Abor lglnol 0 Education 0 
0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 
0 Hhtoric 0 Industry 

fXI Agrlcuhuro 0 Invention 0 
fXI Architecture 0 Landscape 0 
0 A<t Architecture 0 
0 Commerce 0 Li teroture 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 
0 Conservation . 0 Mus it: ·o 

0 18th Century 

KJ 1.9th Contury 

Politico I 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia 1/Humon• 

i tori on 

Theater 

Transportation 

. 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE OK ... 
The Dean Farm, a well-preserved compJ..ex vhieh-has-remaj,-ned-in-the 

hands-n£-a--si>Ig1-e-famHy--s4nee--1842, is·representative of the mc.del:ate­
sized fa=--described in 1883 asa "three-horse farm 11--vital to the history 
of rural Xorth Carolina •.. The Greek Revival d'<elling and the several out­
buildings-examples of log, l~eatherboard, and dovetailed plank construction-
are unpretentious but.unusually handsome. and Hell-executed. · 

... 

On December 9, 1840, Thomas Dean (1821-1883) and Martha Stokes (1820-
1893) posted t~~;r marriage bonds~· Franklin County. Just over a year 
later, 0:1 Jaaua_:-:1 11, 1842, Thomas urchased from Hartha 1s father, Hilliam 
Stokes, =~~ S225, a tract of 264} acres on the south side of Peachtree 
Creek. .-.,, 18«2 purchase coin~aed roughly '<ith the birth of the Deans'. 
(appara=.-':.;) fi~st child, El2abeth. Evidently the Stokes family mmed 
considerable land in the n,?!'ghborhood, and the area "as populated by close 
relatives: ano"her ~t~ke daughter, Nancy, had married Allison Lea (Leigh) 
'<ho also obtained Stoke land, bordering the Deans' land; Gray Stokes, a 
brother, also held lan nearby, some of which Thomas Dean later bought 
(after the Civil Har). 

.., The sr.1all core of <the present house--,<ith Federal stylistic elements 
and earlier construction elements--probably existed before Dean purchased 
the land, It seems reasonably certain that it Has for the groHing Dean 
family that the house Has expanded to its tHo-story-high; center-hall-plan, 
two-room-deep size and given the consistent Greek Revival finish; this was 
probably done in the 1840s, During the decades before the Civil Har, Dean's 
primary holding was the 264-acre tract on Peachtree Creek, to Hhich he 
added n<o more parcels to make 335 acres by 1860. He is listed as holding 
between 5 and 16 slaves. The 1860 census showed Dean, aged 47, a farmer 
'<ith real estate evaluated at $2,600, and personal property at $10,560. 
His family included seven children ranging from eighteen to three years old; 
Allison and Nancy Leigh lived next door. The Dean Farm, ~lith 167 acres 
improved and 167 unimproved, produced a standard range of crops.. Dean 
mmed fifteen slaves; his brother-in-laH Leigh, thirteen. 

After the Civil Har, the Deans Here able to hold on to the farm and 
even expand the property, to over 1,000 acres by 1883. At Dean's death 
in that year, he left his.'<ife Nartha for life 200 acres to include "my 
Hansion House, all out houses and other improvements," all the. household 

and kitchen furniture, some livestock, and farming j_rnplements "sufficient 
. 
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to carry on a t1•o horse farm. 11 An inventory of personal property in his 
estate included 

1 Apple Mill & press, 1 lot cider cask, 2 Stills, 1 horse cart, 1 ox 
cart, 1 one horse waggon, 1 two horse waggon, & harness, 1 buggy & 
harness, 1 Lot of farming implements for a 3 horse farm, 15 bbls of 
corn, 1,000 lbs fodder, 8 bus. oats, 30 bus. wheat, 300 lbs. bacon, 
1 cotton gin, 120 lbs of Lint Cotton, 1 horse, 2 mules, 2 cows & 
calves, 1 yoke of oxen, 12 head of sheep, 10 head of hogs, 1 ______ __ 
mill 

4 beds bedSteads & furniture, 4 mattress bed Steads & furniture, 10 
pieces ~= parlor furniture, 10 chairs, 1 bottle case, 2 desk, 1 iron 
Safe, 3 tables, 1 clock, 2 pairs dining-room furniture, 1 large chest, 
1 lot of crockery ware, 1 lot of kitchen furniture and one Sewing 
Machine. 

After the dearcn of }!artha Dean in 1893, the two sons who had received 
specific bequests i'O the father's will subject to her life estate executed a 
pair of cont~acts oaPJeen them. James A. Dean had been devised the mansion 
house tract, c:::td T. P. Daan an adjoining tract. In deeds of March 13, 1894, 
they recorded. their agreement to "exchange some portions of the tracts so 
that T. P. =2::1 should have the Dwelling house and out houses." The property 
has continu=d in t2e Dean family, and is kept in good condition by the 
present owner, '" . .J~o lives in tmm. 

The 414-acre farm was the home of Harvel Harris Hho bought it in 1857 for 
$5,010 from Hilliam Jackson (Dll 32, p. 411!). It was sold to G. H. Stokes in 
1867 for $2,500. Stokes probably sold it to Thomas Dean, his brother-in-1m<. 
(DB 34,p. 448) The place has stayed in the Dean family for the last century. 

GPo 921.72~ 



Franklin County Records, Franklin County Courthouse, Louisburg, North 
Carolina (Subgroups; Deeda, Hills). 

Franklin County Records, Division of Archives and.·History, Raleigh, North 
Carolina (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills, Estate papers, Census records, 
Narriage records, Tax records). 

5T ATE: 

STATE: 

STATC:: 

Jones Street 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

78° 10• 56" 
78° 10' 35" 
78° 10' 35" 

As the d~sig~ated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89~665}, I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

Pvatuated according to the c·iteria and procedures set 

forth by ihe National Park Servrce, The recommended 

level of · _nificance of this nomination is: 

Na Local [33. · 

Title State Historic Preservation 
Officer 

Date 

Degrees Minutes Saconcls Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 0 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

N<Jtional Register. 

Director, Office of ArciH'!olo~y and Historic Preservation 

c~~e -----------------------------------------
ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date 
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Dean r:~"!"W 

I~ouis=:-:.:::-s vicinity 
North ,-~rolina 

N.C. c.::..;;h·•ay Commission Hap (no USGS a,va:Uable) 
Scale: Ji': 1 mile 
Date: 1974 

Latitude Lo!'gitude 

minutes seconds degrees minutes 

05 31 78 10 
05 31 78 10 
05 12 78 10 
05 12 78 10 

/ 

seconds! 

56 I 
35 l 35 
56 
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/1r:>, CLYDE E. RODWELL 
P. 0, BOX 146 

WARRENTON, NORTH CAROLINA 27589 



llrB, Glydn g, Rodwell 
P, 0, llox 148 
llnrrenton, Horth Carolina. 27589 

Donr Nr.il. Hodvu~ll: 

Than!; you for tho :tnfomntion connm:ntng tlm h:totory of: tho 
!t 1.1: goorl t.o loi011 of: your fnr111y 1 n roJ.o in 

the ld.ntor.y of t:h" pl.ncn, T. w:D.1 rmkc tlw approprinto eor.rect:!.mw in our 
information. l!'r.om your account, homwer, ! cannot toll !'or. Bur. A who your. 
f.nther and fnthm: 1 tl f.nt:her. Hcr.,~~\J!Int vor<• their. nntn<ln? In tho deed of l!l!i7 
:frm~ Jnck!.lon to Hnr.ve1 Hln:ria tho preuent o;t ttl of tlm Jlwn\ !lm:n houflo nod out~ 
huildingo? And :to the. ftl"-ncr.o t.rnct l!nr.rifl 110ld to 0, H, Stokcw in Hl67 nlso 
the present nita of the Der\n Farn house and outhtdld:l.nll,fl? Do you know vhen 
the Denno did 1H>f\in to l:lve a.t the plttc<'? 

Agnin, Chunk you for your. ass:f.Btnnco. Hhen. d<>ed rf\e<lar.ch 1.•: Jone :l.n 
rural ar.enll, ~rher.t' there nr.e no lot nurohet•s m: ntreot ndch~eanw~, t:onetimnH 
rdotakec: occur, <looplf:e onr effortr; to he llll accttrntfl rw poss:f.hlo, It io 
only through the help of people Hke you who nre personally f.nmil:l.at ~dth the 
area nn.<! the people involved that: ~1e co.n eon•cct nueh m1.fltakoll. I look for-
1-lllr<l to hnud.ng frm1 yott :!.f you fin(\ further. :l.nforNntion, 

Cather:l.na H, Cock!lhutt 
J(mtd, Bur.vey and Planning Branch 
H:l.atotic l'n~'"'r.vat:l.<>n ~~cct:l.on 
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Sora W. Hodgkins, 
Secretory 
James B. Hunt. Jr . 
Govelnor 

January 25, 1978 

Dr, Hilliam J. Hurtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, mv 
Hashington, DC 20240 

Dear Dr. Hurtagh: 

This letter contains new information pertinent to a National Register 
nomination listed for North Carolina. Please correct your records 
accordingly. 

CHANGE OF INFORNATION REGARDING NATIONAL REGISTER NOHINATIONS 

Name of Property __ ~D~e~a~n~F~.aN~~-------------------------------· 
County & State Franklin County, North Carolina 

Town/Vicinity louisburg vicinity 

DESCRIPTION OF CHANGE: In significance! 

The 4111-acra farm was the home of Harvel llarris who bought it in 1857 for 
$5,010 from William Jackson (DB 32, p. 414), It was sold to G, W. Stokes 
in 1867 for $2,500, Stokes probably sold it to Thomas Dean, his brother­
in-law (DB 34, p. 4/iB), The place has stayed in the Dean family for the 
last century. 

Catherine \L Bishir, Head 
Survey and Planning Branch 
Archeology/Historic Preservation Section 


