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E JHEPRESENT.AND ORIGJNAL OF KNOWN) PHYSiCAL APPEARANCE 
The r"Tilliam A. Jeffreys House. is an e.xample of the tripartite house type which ,.;as 

popular in northe.aste.rn North Carolina in the early nineteenth century. It consists of 
2.. two-story central block 'vith the gable end facing front, with flanking one-story w'ings, 
their gable roofs perpendicular to that of the central element.. The exterior finish is 
quite plain and vaguely Federal in character The interior finish is consistently Greek 
Revival 0fuile it appears that the house is all of one period of construction, it is 
possible that the. Greek Revival finish was added later ) 

The main facade of the central section is three bays wide with a .centra1 double 
door surmounted by a transom; each leaf of the door has three flat panels The flanking 
"i;,Tindmvs, like those of the, single-bay wings, contain nine-over-nine sash with simple 
molded window frames and plain sills. The three' bays at the seco~d level contain six
over-nine sash, and in the gable-which is not pedimented-there is a lunette set in a 
molded frame with keystone... Across the width of the central section is a one-story 
gable-roof porch vlith a simply framed lunette The porch, added in the twentieth century) 
h3.s pEtire.~ posts, a double spindle. frieze, and a simple balustrade. (A photograph taken 
evidently in the 1930s shows no front porch ) 

At either end of the house-at the one-story \.Tings--are single--shoulder brick 
chimneys oE irre.gular bond that stand on stone bases A similar chimney rises at the. 
L(;.ar of t'.he c~ntrCll sec.tion and is flanked by tall, narrmv windmvs with vertical six
o\.-'~2_("-siz -sash at both levels~ Tiny four-pan~ windo~·lS occur in the gable. UDder the first
.;:;tGry Hic.dm;;rs throughuut the. house are ornate Victorian she.l'ile.s carried on fancy S2.\fTIl 
brackets prcj ,~c ting from an equally fancy saT,vTIl;vork, apron; these. are not shmm in the c.a. 
19303 photograph,. The. house stands on a rather high brick baseme.nt stuccoed in recent 
ye..3.rs. 

The interior follows the plan characteristii of the house-type" a lateral front 
hall with a large single room to the rear, and single rooms in each wing, reached by 
cloors at either end. of the hall. Here the stair is sOIrl2\;vhat unusually placed, for it is 
enclosed and rises from a doonvay in the right rear corner of the hall, rising across 
sI:lall closets flanking a tiny hall to the rear room The finish. throughout is c,onsistently 
Greek Revival, "ivith sY;,1Il1etrically moldgd qr fluted architraves ~vith plain corner blocks 
Those at the ""v:i.ndows continue to the fl.oor to frame single panels The doors have six 
f L~t D3::12ls, and mas t of the doors have been rehurrg The mantels are typical Greek. Revival 
ones that in the right parlor has heavy symmetrically molded pilasters and frieze., \I[ith 
large Greek key end blocks; that in the left parlor has plain pilasters, plain end blocks, 
and a long Greek key across the- frieze; others combi.ilE~ simple heavy pilast.er and frieze 
form.s in various ways The second-story rooms are sirailarly finished" and the third level 
contains t'./TO finished rooms, i>lhich are flush·-sheathed as is the stair. There is a 
[inished ectIld reJI1.odeled basement n 

The ster of th?. rrou32 1-72.S .cewrJved and replac.ed ';.Jic.h sheet rock, some of the 
flooring replaced and many of the irrterior d00rs W~~ t~e us OWI~er. The 
~r2se~t owner has stabilized the houe2 and furnished ~t, and it rrow i~ in good condition 
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The William A. Jeffreys House, evidently built for the. promising young legislator:_ 
in the early l840s ~ is an unusual combination of . the tripartite form--usually a Federal ~, 
era house type--with robust Greek Revival interior finish.. It is the only ey:ample. of I 
the tripartite form in Frankl:Ln County .and one. of the fe'l:v in the state outside the. t{arren·~ I 
Halifax county groupo 

In 1832 Robert B H .. Brazier and H. H Tharp, prominent cartographers of North 
Carolina, surveyed and drew a map of the lands of ~'Jilliam H. Jeffreys in vlake and Franklin 
counties, No!:"th Carolina The Raleigh and Louisburg post road and the Little River 
bisected the tract at right anglesJforming the Jeffreys lands into four large sections 
The principal part of the northeast section which lay in Franklin County about the "3 
Branches"--a three-pronged tributary of th:~ Little River--i-vas deeded in 1841 to ~\7il113J.'"D. 

Andrew Jeffreys, son of William Jeffreys. The total acreage of the senior JeffreysWs 
laI~s as rnapP2d by Brazier and Tharp, was 7,383 acres. Jeffreys deeded his son 1,037 acres 

William Andrew JeEfr~ys was born January 23, 1817, on his fatherls plantation in 
Franklin County 9 His mother "vas Elizabeth Har tz£ield Jeffreys He ~vas married to his 
first cous Martha Hart Jeffreys, daughter of Robert Nicholas Je.ffreys, Sr , and 
1,·;1£e Gillie Hunter (granddaughter of ~iTake County planter and tavern keeper, Is3..'3_c Hunter) 
on June 18, 1840 Three children "Jere born to ~Iilliam A. and Hartha H.::,xt Jeffreys: Robert 
Walter Jeffreys Edward Livingston Jeffreys, and William Andrew Jeffreys, Jr~ 

William A. Jeffreys was trained in law and practiced from his Franklin Count~ 
tation. He was, according to his remaining correspondence and papers) an elegant gentle
man and a vitally interested participant in Democratic party politics. He was elected to 
the state Senate in 1844 to represent Fra~klin County The Jeffreys papers in the North 
C2rolina Archives suggest the potential for a bright political career for Jeffreys if 
he 02-d 1 ived longer lYL.::rtha Ho.rt Jeffreys I,vas a 1;-1ocnan of charrr. and social sen.sibilities .. 
],Tul'lbers of irnritations to teas, balls cotillions, and other state so'cial eveni.:s survive 
in the fatItily papers, and pic ture

l 
hex to be one of the belles of Raleigh society at the 

ti~e of her marriage to Jeffreys 

(' 

L 

TIhen ~'[ill:i_am A. Jeffreys planned G trip to T2xas in the late spring of If~LtS his 
R/Jb~~Lt B_ Gilliam of Louisburg, Nc-C'::h Care] in'=L) Y,rcote an introduction for him. in 
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Jeffreys probably built his dwelling house sometiBe between 1841, when he received 
the property, and his death in 1845. Family tradition suggests a date sometime about 
1842 

As late as March 15, l8!+5, Je~freys and his friend, Seth Jones, ~vere e,ngaged in 
correspondence over breeding their horses, and establishing their pedigrees. Jeffreys 
became ill and \Vas dead on October 3, 1845, at the age of t'l;.!enty-nine. His tomb ';;'las 
hel"m out of solid rock on his father's plantation, and over a year after his death he "vas 
firlally buried in a rose~'706d casket· in the huge boulder, a stone ledger placed over him 
giving his name and dates The site is nm" marked by a state highw'ay historical marker 

His estate papers in Franklin County shol,v that he died_possessed of 1,037 acres of 
land in Franklin County, many slav~s, cash on hand, bonds, notes, the usual plantation 
stock, and handsome household effects. The Jeffreys library contained many titles in 
1<:-11:7, his tory) and naval science, as \,7ell as a number of novels The 1:vidm'T and three 
young sons continued to live on the estate, and the land and slaves remained undivided 
for Iflutual benefit a In 1857 Bartha Hart Jeffreys petitioned the court and "vas granted 
her dm'Jer, 1:vhich inclllded the "dwelling hou.s? Ii 

The Jeffreys sons '\;,lere educated at the Louisburg Academy, Hillsborough Hilitary 
AcademY5 and Ed1)7ard L:tvingston Jeffreys \,ITent to the University of North Carolina and 
then studied medic-:ine trnen Hatth.e1:v S Davis, headmas ter of the Louisburg Academy, l;<Trote 
yoang Jeffreys a letter of rec.omiuendation to the University on December 18, 1860 he 
refer~ed t~ him as a Hcredit ~or studi~u~ habits, correct d:portme~t a~d high.toned . 
IDorall ty 1/ The Jeffreys famlly v'las slmllar to many of thelr s tatlon In North Carolina 

_on the eve of the Civil War Young Edward L Jeffreys, then a student at the University, 
received a letter from his aunt, Hrs John 0 Jeffreys of Elm Grove Plantation in Franklin 
County, on lYIarch 23, 1861 in \l7hich, she expressed her political Viei,11S "If the old State 
stays in the U~ion and my friends begin to move out I am going too, in fact I am for 
_!~avi_ng auyv13.y 0 It humbles my pride to think we are living under the adminis tration of 
a 13lack Rep ublican

4
Preside.nt I suppose you are a secessionist, it 'is needless to ask 

you tne queStiOIla II Evidently young Jeffreys ~,jas thinking of joining his classmates in 
Confederate gray, for his mother \,.rriting from her parents' home, Oak Grove, in Hake 
County, where she had ~ecently moved, says 

Your Grand Ma, says give ~er love to you and tell you to be certain not to turn 
fool and join no company for she has had trouble already, and seems more 

s 
but do 

I ""ant you. to T"rri te me soon 
It is all excitement now, and 

not let them fool .you into it Your 
about it_ 

y'.::nmgJeffc2)rS did not: join the army" 

and let me know your views on the 
you it is your duty to join 

Fa, says if you join them you will 
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Martha Hart Jeffreys moved her household from her FrankliIf County plantation to 
Oak Grove, her parents home in nearby ~lake County about 1861 From that time until 
August 27, 1892, 'flhen all ~ut 147 ~cres of the 1,037 acre_ Franklin G.0un,ty lands lvere .. 
sold to pay a mortgage to J. J Thomas Company of Wake County, the house was only 
occasionally occupied. 

Nartha Hart Jeffreys died June 4, 1896, and "t,;as survived by her only remaining son, 
Robert Halter Jeffreys, who \Vas married to his first cousin, Alvarado Ovando Jeffreys, 
a daughter of Robert N. Jeffreys, Jr , of Wake County. 

Since that time the d"tvelling house and a small acreage has had a number of O1;VTIers 
in 1973 Luther and Bernice Fuller Barham sold the house to James Brown, a Wake County 
r~2l estate developer 
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Fran~~in CQunty Records Franklin County Courthouse\ Louisburg Carolina 
(Subgroups 'Wills, Deeds, Tax Records, Estate Papers, 

Franklin County Rec.ords, Division of Archives and Ca-rolina 
(SulJ'groups Wills Deeds, Tax Records, Estate Papers, Haps) 

TrTilliam Andrew' Jeffreys and Family Papers, 1804-1871, Division of Archives and History, 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
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Wake County Records, Wake County Courthouse, ~~~={ul, North Carolina (Subgroup~ 
Wills, Deeds, Tax Records, Estate Papers, t~ps) 

~Take County Records , Division of Arc hives and His tory, Raleig 1:: North Carolina 
(Subgroups Wills, Deeds, Tax Records, Estate Papers, Maps) 
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