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DESCRIPTION

COMDITION CHECK ONE CHECK OME
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__.GOOD __RUINS XALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Monreath stands near the road from Louisburg to Warrenton, on a slight rise, facing
west. It is a simple L-shaped two-story frame Georgian house with exterior end chimneys
and--very unusual for its era in Franklin County where gable roofs dominate-—a hip roof.
he evolution of the house i1s uncertain: some exterior and interior features suggest
thar it was first a one or one-and-one-half-story structure, raised to two stories and
expanded with a two-story rear ell early in its history, but the present long-time cwner

that the timber corner posts rise unbroken. The house is covered with weather-
hoards: those at the first story in the front block are molded; the second level and ell
have plain ones. The Ifront elevation is three bays wide, with the door being slightly

=]

off conter ko *Ho south. Windows at the first level contain nine-over-nine sash and, like

six-panel front door, have heavy two-part molded frames; window sills are also heavy
olded., The second level has three evenly spaced windows with six-over-six sash and
part molded frames, Projecting from the north half of the rear elevation, i1s the
two-gtory ell covered with plain weatherboards and with windows like the second level
the ¥Yromit. At the south end of the front block is a double-shoulder chimney: it is

it
£ blocks to just below roof level; the second shoulder and the stack are of brick.
lation undar the fLront section is also of brick, laid in Flemish bond. The
under the ell is stone, as is the olucle-shouLd v chimney at the rear of the
» chimney that once stood at the north end of the front section is gone; ithere
¢ one-story hip-roof wing added here; at the rear, a shed fills in the angle
cha 211 and tha main block.

a hall-and~pavrlor plan {typi
sing in the north room; 7
the particion wall. The ell consists of
finish throughout is of simples, well-
g, in maintaining the house, have covared
ors, which retain the original wide boards
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The mantel in the north room is gone, but that in the south voom is of simple,

typical Georgian design. Two horizontal flat
whole is framed by a simple, mitered molding.
shelf.

The ell room has a horizontally sheathed wainscot with shelf-type chair rail.

mantel has a molded frame around the opening.
pilaster~like end blocks;

panels, but with narrower mcldings.

The second story has a simple shelf-like chair rail,
piastered walls. The stair well is protected
with cap, balusters square in section set diagonally, and molded rail.
iz a flush-sheatched storage space. The fireplace
roons in the front section is quite curious,
overy, and, several inches above this, a shelf

e chiﬁﬁeym—aqd no other feakures of a

il beneath the windows runs perhaps three inches into the area that would normally
be the mantel. The acond storv ell room is similarlv treated. In the enclosed area
above the stair is wricten, "J. A, Tucker June 6 1884/Farmed at this place for 17 years.

these carrv a molded shelf.

mantel.

panels occur above the opening, and the
This is surmounted by a heavy molded

The
Above are two flat panels flanked by
The doors here also have raised

consistently used with the
by a simple balustrade, with square post
Above the stair
treatment in the two second-story
consisting of an opening (now covered
running between the windows thet flank
south woom, the chair

In that in the
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Monreath is a well-preserved, still-inhabited Georgian farmhouse with most of its

lor plans There
=, probably
IL was the
eshire and his

ceenth century fabric, extevior and interior, intact, as well as the typical hall-

is evidence that the house was expanded from a smaller eighteent

by James Maxwell who purchased it in 1807 and named the place

summer home in the mid-nineteenth century of the Reverend Joseph
family, including the eldest son, Joseph, Jr., who was to b¢COme
Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina.

h

the hcuse was builn i“ uncertain, ft h a later v
1807.

Q‘
owned by several people; thus the identity of the person fof wham
a

of the house known as Monreath is unknown, but stylist

building dates from the late eighteenth ceatury. he s
heavy quarter-round moldings, bulbous chair rail, and o
are typical of the county's earliest surviving houses,
enth century. Beacause early deeds do noib give idpntifiq
1 1788 is not known., Further, bhetween 17
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On November 7, 1788, Thomas Christmas of Frnnklin County, North Carolina, deeded
200 acres 3& land on Bear Swamp, to Thomas Knibb Wynne. Wynne paild Christmas 100 pounds

Lin County, and a

ne of rhs larg

inia currency for
iember of the General Assembly of 1792, On January 1, 1795,
1 Hil], executor for the estate of Wynne, sold 100 acres of the land to William
s. Pleasants was married to Elvia, the daughter of Thomas and Polly Wynne.

the land. Thomas K. Wynne was a distinguished citizen of

ownership, the land had a succession of owners——-Adam and John
a distinguished Horth Carolina family), and Stephen Outterbridg
st landowners in Franklin County in the 1810 census.
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a menber of the General Assembly of 1842.

On September 20, 1836, Daniel S, Hill of Franklin County, purchased 495 acres in
two tracts from Patterson, for $2,000. One tract was 160 acres, ''lying on the east
side of the road leading from Warrenton to Louisburg, being part of the tract which
formerly belonged to Thomas K. Wymne . . ." Daniel S. Hill, and his wife, Susan Irwin
Toolz Hill, moved into the county seat town of Louisburg in 1849, snd on December 3,
L3030, ne sold the 160-acre tract called Monreath to Joseph Blount Cheshire of Edgecombe

County, Morth Carolina for $600.

Joseph Blount Cheshire was born at

John and Elizabeth Blount Cheshire. He studied law

Edenton, North Carolina, on December 29,
Thomas P. Devereux

under

1814,

eilzh, and was admitted to the bar in 1836. In 1838 he began to study for the
ministry under Episcopal Bishop Levi Silliman Iwves. He alsc studied botany under the
Reverend Moses Ashley Curtis, the noted botanist and musician. He was ordained a deacon
in 1840, and assigned parishes at Halifax and Windsor, North Cavolina; he was ordained
a peiest in 1841, becoming rector of Cavalry Church, Tarboro.

Dr. Cheshire was married to Flizabeth Toole Parker of Tarborvo, and they had six
children., When Dr. Cheshire purchased Monreath, it was with the intention of using it
in £hs summer to escape ‘bilious fever,' which he said was pravalent in Tavrboro.

: relativas of Mrs. Cheshire had summer homes in the area. Her cousin, Mary
Toole, had married General Joseph Blount Littlejohn, and they lived at Ingleside
er gave its name to the community), and for a time the Littlejohns made their
permanant home in Franklin Countv. The Cheshire family moved to Mounreath in late June
ough September. Among the children was Joseph Blount Cheshire, Jr.
h"»lﬂo his memoirs for his children in 1924, he said of his childhood

e h "The howusez at Meonceath was an ewceadingly well builc house, of six very

) ,'7sd Looms, three upstairs and three down stairs with pantry, etc. It had also
kitchen, servant's house, stable, and a very zood house in the yvard, where my father
comerimes put tramps who asked for a nisghi’s lodging.' During the Cheshire occupancy
il cranice, 'broad, well-dressed stone slabs, except the parlor, which
had common red bl?LP“ Chashire wrore. "This puzzled me,” he went on

hearth had been of one
ne houSQ, his wife) GuT
~lor bei
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In going from Tarborough to Monreath our very common custom was to dine the
first day at Dr. Philip's, to spend that night with my uncle, Col. Parker at
Culpepper's Bridge; and the second day to go on by Hillardston, S8ill’s, Cedar
Rock and Cnbb's Cross Roads, to cur house for that night, eating our dinner by
the roadside.

Tte eldest Cheshire son, Joseph Blount, Jr., (born March 27, 1850) began his
education at the Tarbovo Male Academy, but found that when the family moved to Mouieath |
£or the zummer he missed two months of school (school began in July). In 1864 Dr. (
] his son permission to attend the Louisburg Academy during the .menths of

and September. Cheshire recalled, "So, from the middle of July 1864 to
September I walked into Louisburg, four miles, and back at night and

Bucolics and one book of the Georgics with that good scholar and excellent
fhew Uav1a/ '

foseph Blount Cheshire, Jr., was later to become the fifth bishop of the Diocese
£ Norih Carolina, and served in that office with distinction. During his Episcopate,
ishop visited St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Louisburg, the Franklin Times
n Fridav, February 3, 1905, "Bishop Cheshire visited St. Paul'’s last Sunday.
i a large number of friends in Louisburg, having attended school here when
glad to welcome him.’

[amily continusd to summer at Monreath ewxcept the years, 1865, 1868 and
hey moved instead to Hillsborough, in the Carolina piedmont. The
in the years following the Cheshire occupancy is not clear. Written
et of the house are these words: ""J. A. Tucker, June 6 1884/
or 17 years.' The lack of deed records to show Tucker's ownership
ace his reatal of the property. - On January 19, 1892, Charles Mather
L

to J. 0. Davis, land in Tranklin County 'FKonown as Monreath.'

avis and his wife, Ellen Macon Davis lived at Monreath from 1892
Mrs. Davis taught school in a room of the hOuSP The proparty
Jaughier Eleanor Owens Davis and her husband Americus Jones. Their

Monreath with his family.

cr

~cn John JOngh now lives a
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