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PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Honreath stands near the road from Louisburg to Warrenton, on a slight rise, facing 
T'les t" It is a simple L-shaped t",lO-S tory frame Georgian house with exterior end chimneys 

unusual for its era in Franklin County vrhere gable roofs dorninate--a hip roof 
The evolution of the house is uncertain some exterior and interior features suggest 
that it 'Has first a one or one-and---one-half-story structure) raised to t-';;I]O stories and 
C}{PQI't,:ic.d 'iJith Q t';To-::::~tory rear 2.11 early in its history, but the present long-time o\\TTIer 
st2tes that the timber corner posts rise unbroken The house is covered with weather-
boards. those at the first story in the front block are molded the second level and ell 
have in ones The front elevation is three bays wide, with the door being slightly 
off cc.:::t:::.r ::0 the sout::. Hindo':ls at' the first level contain nine-aver-nine sash EtlJ.Q? lik:.e 
r::hc~ sl~:;::-'panel front door, have heavy t1;vo-part molded frames; -vqindm,r sills are also heavy 
a!1'J. l~ol.d2d" The second level has three evenly spaced 1;qindow'S \,rith six-aver-six sash and 

ct molded frames. Projecting from the north half of the rear elevation, is the 
ell covered with plain weatherboards and with windows like the second level 

f roni:: Ai.: the :~:;outh end of t:11.e front block is a double-shoulder chimney it is 
r; st.'':''ne .blocks to j ust belov"~ roof level; the second shoulder and the stack are of brick. 
T}i.2 :!~c,hm(L:ltion ur1cL:=r the f rortt section is also of brick.} Idid in Flemish bond 
£\:;Ui1~:l2_:.::ioQ under the ell is stone, as is the single-shoulder chimney at the. reae 
ell Th2 that once stood at the north end of the front section is gone 

The 
of the 

i.:::here 
wing added here, at the rear a shed fills in the angle 

J:~le :;.,Ilteri(:ll:' Clf th::= front sec tion rollos1::; a hall 10:c (t 0 early 
. r,cl:-Lklin Cn 1J.ncy house'3) ) 'I,d i:h enc.losi:~d .3 tairri~3 in h,::. north room; j t in the 
SOUCh2.dst corner and runs east-to-west ~gainst the partition wall The ell consists of 
:Ll1 additio::1al room behind the north room. The finish throughout is of simple, \'7ell~· 
eXt-~C:U l:2d Georgian charac ter The present m,mers in luaintaining the. house have co'vered 
over ~ few original surfaces, including the floors, which retain the original wide boards 
benea~h the. hardwood floors ,but the essential fabric of the house is basically unaltered. 
lhe ~i~ish of both the front section, first l2v2l and the ell and second story is 

~'.e_t :Ln t:~L'? EJ::ont 32c.tirJCl first 1:-:"721, i3 considerably more robust:--::1.Ed 
older--than the rest of the house. Door and window frames in this section 

(th2 rOoras) are V2C/ heavy tt;vo-part 'molded j mitered ones, li!ith hecrvy rounded bead 
~rrd ter The doors have six raised panels and quarter-round moldings roughly 

~CU32. The doors are 
nails and the ~pparently 0 
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(the H is buried in the frame) attached I"lith 
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The mantel in the north room is gone, but that in the south room is of simple, 
typical Georgian design. Two horizontal flat panels occur above the opening, and the 
1;·7hole is framed by a simple, mitered molding. This is surmounted by a heavy molded 
shelf 

The ell room has a horizontally sheathed wainscot with shelf-type chair rail The 
mantel has a molded frame around the opening Above are t\vO flat panels flanked by 
pilaster-like end blocks these carry a molded shelf. The doors here also have raised 

, but with narrower moldings. 

The second story has a siBple shelf-like chair rail consistently used with the 
l~eT:ed ':12lls. The stair 1\7ell is protected a simple balustrade I,vith square post 

th cap, balusters square in sectiofr set diagonally and molded rail. Above the stair 
is d flush-sheathed storage space The fireplace treatment in the two second story 
coo~s in the front section is quite curious, consisting of an opening (now covered 

) -' and several inches above this <1 shelf running bet\veen the HlndQ1:vs th2t flan~( 

c no other features of a ITlantel. In that in the south room; the c.hai:.-
11 beneath the windows rllns perhaps three inches into the area that would normally 

be the IJ2ntel. The second-story ell room is similarly treated In the enclosed area 
,Jove the:: stair is -(vlitten "J A. Tucker JUI12 6 ]F384/F3.rmed at this place fOL 17 y:~ars,> 1/ 
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Nonreath is a \vel1-preserved, still-inhabited Georgian farmhouse with most of its 
teenth century fabric exterior and interior lntact as well as the typical hall­

dud-parlor plan. There is evidence that the house was expanded from a smaller eighteenth 
C2,ltury hous'-::c, probab by James Nax\:vell 'ilho purchased it in 1807 and named the place 

reath.1/ It 'Has the summer home in the mid~nineteen th century of the Reverend Joseph 
};lo1.lnt Ches:li.ce and his familY:J including the eldest son, Joseph, Jr \.'7ho \.\JaS to become 
che fifth bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina 

---.-.------- _.------------------._----_._----------------------

The c.onstruction date of the house knm,m as Honreath is unlZIlo~'ITI, but stylistic 
indica~2s that the 
mantels, extremely 
in th2 first story 
t::id to ~Late 

building dates from the late eighteent~ century, 
heavy quarter-round moldings bulbous chair c:!.il 

The s 
and o-:=her 

typical of the county s earliest surviving houses, dating 
Bec.ai-1Se ear 1y deeels dono t gi_ve 1.0 entif 1.3.h 12 

1. -;TLdi:iC1;::,k,::; ,1 t:hE~ o-;,'me.c~)hip of 1::.1>.2 ore 1783 is not known. Further between 1738 
.c-';,~d 1 T7 J the I.and '>/2-:3 O\lmed thus the id2nt ty of i,:::1:H'~' person fOl: ,,,born 
th,s h~)1.13e. \"7as built is uncertai.n, though a later resident credited James HaxT"Tell \,rho 

t the property in 1807 

On November 7, 1788 Thomas Christmas of Franklin County, North Carolina, deeded 
~~()q ;ll::-:~'e3 of land on Bear Si,-lamp to Thomas C~l.ristRas 100 .s 

V cu=rency for the land. Thomas K. was a distinguished citi2e~ of 
~an~lia County) and a oember of the General Assembly of 1792. On January 1 1 95) 

Jocclan aLLI, eY::ecutor for the estate of , sold 100 ac:res of the land to \ITi.lliam 
Pleas~nts. Pleasants was married to Elvia, the daughter of Thomas and Polly 
F·.)-I1.-:r:,rl_Tl'0 the Ple::Jsants 7 O\,meT:-:>h the larod had a succession of m,mers--Adafl1 and ,Jerhn 

(both members of a distinguished North Carolina family), and Stephen Olltterbridge 
who ~aB one of the largest lando~mers in Franklin County in the 1810 census. 
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a meQber of the General Assembly of 1842 

o~ S~pternber 20, 1836, Daniel S. Hill of Franklin County, purchased 499 dLres in 
two tracts from Patterson, for $2,000 One tract was 160 acres, I'lying on the east 
side of the road leading from Warrenton to Louisburg, being part of the tract which 

orT:ler belonged to Thomas IC I,lynne. it Daniel S. Hill, and his \ITife, Susan In'7in 
T0012 Rill, moved into the county seat town of LouiGburg in 1349 ~ild on December 5, 
1050, he sold the l60-acre tract called Monreath to Joseph Blount Cheshire of Edgecombe 

North Carolina for $600. 

JO:3eph Blount Cheshire \'Ja8 born at Edenton, North Carolina, on December 29, 1814, 
h2 3~~ of John and Elizabeth Blount Cheshire. He studied law under Thomas P Devereux 

of ~2~eigh, and was admitted to the bar in 1836. In 1838 he began to study for the 
cuJC:L:;tL-,/ under Episcopal Bishop Levi Silliman Ives He also studied botany under the 
R2\/i=:LS~d 'Hoses Ashley Curtis, the noted botanist and musician" He \,ras ordained a deacon 
in 1840) and ass parishes at Halifax and Windsor North Carolina; he was ordained 
2_1)'_. -'~2SC in 1841, bec<J':Tling recto-':- of Cavalry Chucch, Tarboro> 

" Cheshix2 I,TdS T:!a:-rieeJ. to Eliz]b::'.th Toole Parker of Tarboro, and had six 
!:hild:cen. Hhen Dr, Cheshire purchased llonreath, it I,llaS \;'.Tith ths intention of using it 
~L71 !=~l-::- su-c.:n:Ger to e.::3cape -lbiJ_ious fever, \vhich he said "'Tas prevale.nt in TarboJ.:'o. 

relatives of Hrs. Cheshire had SUITtITl2r homes in the area Her cOllsill y 

L::n/i£lL:l Toole, had illc:.rri(~d General Joseph Blount Littlejohn; and they lived at Ingleside 
h 1a ter gave its na::ne to the cOI!l!lluni ty), and for a time the Lit tlej ohns made their 

pet-manenc home in Franklin County~ The Cheshire family moved 'to :lYIonreath in late June 
September the children ~as Joseph Blount Cheshire Jr. 

his memoirs for his children in 1924 he said of his childhood 
nJ:rt2:[1()U:J~ r: I'IoQce3.th ~'/as an exceed '-'Tell built house, of six very 

s_ized rcoos~ three upscair:; and thre.e dm'Tn stairs ",lith pantry, etc. It had also 
tc servantVs house, stable, and a very hOllse in the , where my father 

ometlG2S put tramps who asked for a tIs II During the Cheshire occupancy 
-; .~ t~L::: 1'1,21-2 gr2nice.) !L:coad, \'lell~clrcssed stone slabs except the J I;vhich 

heaxth lc:_id \A/itll common red bricl;:.ll ChE:3;lire wrote~ IIThis puzzled me,lI he '-vent on 

it I;,)' i'~th"[' 2~;:plained Llai: 0 ina-1_l the hearth had bee~ of one 
Bllt '·:hen ::-lill t hOll 

.1 ('lj 
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Tn going from Tarborough to l'Ionrea th our ve.ry common cus tom \V'as to dine. the. 
first day at Dr. Philip's, to spend that night with my uncle, Col Parker at 
Culpepper s Bridge; and the second day to go on by Hillardston, Sill's, Cedar 
Rork and Cnbb 1 s Cross Roads, to our house for that night, eating our Jinner by 
the l:oadside 

T~~ eldest Cheshire son) Joseph Blount, Jr , (born March 27, 1850) began his 
t~dUc,2tion at thp TArhnro Hale Academy ~ but found that \;vhen the family moved to HOllL'eath 
Eor the .c::ummer he missed Li,'70 months of school (school began in July) In lS6t~ Dr 
Ch(:':;:'ihir{~ gave his son permission to attend the LouIsburg Academy during the .:nonths of 

t Hnd Septembe-c. Cheshire recalled, liSa from the middle of July 186t~ to 
he ciddle of September I walked into Louisburg, four miles, and back at night and 

rgil's Bucolics and one book of the Georgics with that good scholar and excellent 
Hatth2~.1 Davis? 11 

O~ Blou~t Cheshire Jr was later to become the fifth bishop of the Diocese 
o ~Jrt~ Carolina, and served in that offic2 with distinction. During his Episcopate, 

th2 bi3hop visited St. Paul's copal Church in Louisburg, the Franklin Times 
1::00l.-C,?=i oni7c February 3 1905, lIBishop Cheshire I,/isited St", ?aulis last Sunday. 

>~, p h,J.s a Tl'.lwber of fr i2nds in La a ttended school here ",;hen 
1) .I ~lrld_ glad to ~'lelcoTIle hirf! ~ 1 t 

The Cll.:::shire continu:::::d to summer at r'ionreath except the years 1865, 1868 and 
~870 3nd in 1371 ~oved instead to Hillsborough, in the Carolina piedmont. TIle 

tIe to Monreath in the years following the Cheshire occupancy is not clear. Written 
,'i secocld floor closet of t.he house are th,::se '"lOrds: 1IJ. A. Tucker June 6 1884/ 

-{"l}!::C &t this place for 17 years" II The lack of deed records to ShO~·l Tucker s m,mership 
':'Jilld L'::'.ctd to ir..dicate 1,is rental of the property,. On January 19 1892) Charles Bather 

~~O J, (], TJ2. S) land :Ln Franklin County I'K.l.Lo\,m as Honreath. 11 

Ja-:Jl'?,s OT.7ens Davis and his "dEe:, Ellen Bacon Davis lived at Nonreath from 1892 
!,', i1. thei-c deaths Hrs,. D~i."\/is taught school in a room of the house, The prope.rty 

;:: c: L El'=d.ll.O c G~'i~ns Da If is and her hus band }uner icus Jones _ Their 
c John JOtte's no'..[ lives t 'Honre.ath 1:.7ith his family. 
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