


ON 

__ EXCCLLr:l'Jr 

�_�~�'�U�~�O�O�D� 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

X-ORIGINAL SITE 

DATE ___ _ 

__ FAIR _ UNEXPOSED 

DESCRi8E THEPRESENT AND ORiGtNAl �~�i�f�K�N�0�W�N�~� PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hilliamson House is a little-altered example of the Greek Revival cottage, a 
house type rather common in Franklin County, of 'I;'lhich very few well-preserved examples 
Sllrvive The house stands amid a very large 'l;vooded lot in the tmm of Louisburg it 
"l;vas originally on the edge of the tmm" The house shares features 'l;vith Cascine, the 
E W Fuller House, and the Colonel J F Jones House; some features, too, are similar 
to the 'I;'70rk of Harrenton architect J'acob Holt, but not enough to establish attributiono 

The one-story frame house is three bays wide and two deep It stands on a base
�m�~�n�t� of br::ick; at the corners the brick breaks out to form bases for the fluted corner
posts that define the facades of the house The cornerposts carry a wide, plain frieze 
�b�e�n�t�~�a�~�'�h� the wide: OVE.I"ilang of the hip roof Two paneled interior chimn2Ys with m':)lded 
caps pierce the roof The central entrance is protected by an original porch. Two 
pairs of fluted Doric posts carry a plain frieze and overhang like the main house; the 
posts recur as pilascers at the ends of the porch at the facade. At each side there is 
a balustrade of small chamfered posts with tiny caps, linked by arches beneath a molded 
rail The entrance consists of a double door flanked by sidelights and topped by a 
transorr:; square lights occur at the, upper corners. The \vhole is framed by a 'I;'lide, 
heavy molded architrave Large windows in simple frames contain six-aver-six sash and 
h'l',le louvered blinds At the rear of the house is a central one-story one-room wing, 
Wi'-licJl, iD original or a very early addition as the finish is like that of the main 
block. In the angles �I�J�e�t�l�i�j�(�~�,�e�n� the \qing and the main block are a fexIl small one-story 
�£�r�~�m�e� additions which do not detract significantly from the character of the house 

The interior, as suggested by the exterior configuration, follows a center-hall 
plan two rooms deep, with the rear door of the hall leading into the rear wing The 
OL"I"ly significant alteration is that the hall has been partitioned recently mici1;vay back .. 
1'11,:: finish is consistent and �\�"�e�l�l�~�p�r�e�s�e�r�v�e�d� thrcughout, 1;,lith high ceilings, plastered 
\-;'alls) tall molded baseboards, heavy molded door and window" frames, and heavy Greek 
R,:;,lival ndntels ;;vith some vrtriation in design The baseboard in the hall is marbleized 
1::.0 resemble black marble, in an extrer'1ely skillful fashion. The front doors have 
pointed ..... 2.t::'ched panels set \<lithin the rectangular panels, and a few doors retain china 
kO(Jbs a"Lld molded china �k�,�e�y�-�~�h�o�l�e� �c�o�v�e�r�.�'�:�.�~� The ';.rindm,T frames extend to the floor to frame 
[Janels beneath the 'l;vindmvs Door and \,Ilindmv frames break out from the baseboard to 
C1.·eate a molded 1/ foot. " Some doors are skillfully vlOodgrained �~� 

The mantel in the right (south) front parlor has tall narrow arched panels in the 
pilasters) which flank a frieze with a single narrow horizontal panel. The left 
(north) front room has a mantel with trefoil spear-headed panels beneath a frieze with 
a similar horizontal panel. The right rear room has a mantel with paneled pilasters 
uud a Blightly arched frieze In the dining -;'Ting is a mantel with fluted pilasters 

a single-paneled frieze It is flanked by built-in cupboards, apparently 
, with paneled doors at the bottom and glazed doors at the top The house 

us a quantity of nineteenth and early twentieth centtLry furnishings, some of it 
Notable are the ornate bronze and glass drapery tie backs in the right parlor: 

�s�i�m�~�C�I�L�l�S� �b�r�o�n�~�-�:�:�2� foliage from the "vinclo\" frame, an open glass lily Hith 
stamens proj from its throato The essentially unaltered condition of the house 

its excellent state of preservation and the presence of much traditional Eurniture 
anel other pieces is quite evocative of the family history of the house. 
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The Hil1iamson House, located on land originally in a rural setting but nm,l in the 
tOI,T') of L(lld s1-\1~rg, is ,g represent.,qtive. and very well.,...,preserved Greek Revival cottage: 
with details that relate it to other Franklin County houses of the l850s. The house 
hd.3 remained in the same f2.sily since it \'7aS built for Tempie Perry T,ITilliamson Among 
the slaves ~vho came to Franklin County \vith Hrs Williamson \,'1hen she returned as a 'widow 
fLO'll[ CO'v"'ington, Georgia, \,:a.:; John H Hi1liamson, \vho was ·after the Civil T,var a prominent 
black legislator and founder of the Raleigh Banner and Ga~ette 

Temp,3rance Perry, born Harch 11, 1805, WBS a daughter of Jeremiah Perry, \-7ho m,med 
the large and early~settled plantation, Cascine Perry s will of 1838, proved in 1839, 
leEt 1Ji."otJ2.t'ty to his six sons, including Sidney CA S,,) \,'1110 received Cascine and 
Willie; to his three daughters went numbers of slaves: Temperance received seventeen 
slcL'-T2S pLus $1 000 In 1846 Temperanc.e rnar.ried John P Hi11iaffison and soon moved to 

ton) G~orgia, his home In the 1850s Williamson died, and his widow soon returned 
to Franklin County with two young sons. She was evidently assisted by her brother, 
Willie, a physician and planter of considerable wealth, he provided her with the 'fFox 

I property~: upon '\;'lhich a house -;;-las soon built The relatively small house is 
appcopriate for a \jIdda,;.! \'7ith two children The time of her return to Franklin County is 
uncertaLTl~ family tradition puts it in the mid-1850s; the first reference to Hrs 
Williamson is in the 1859 tax list where she is listed under Willie Perry's entry The 
Fox Swamp property was listed in 1860 as having 85 acres worth $18 00 per acre (a high 
pri(>'?) l:he total '\;170rth $1,530 Evidently Tempie o~vned a large number of slaves by the 
tifilS she set IIp hOllsekeeping in Franklin County the 1860 Census lists her as the owner 
of 94 c3laves her brother Hillie oWl'Led 79; and another, A@ S , who inherited Cascine, 
had 147. 

Willie Perry's will of 1865 confirmed his gift to Tempie for he left her "my tract 
or ] and knmm as the Fox Swamp tract '\;'Thereon she now resides containing about 100 acres,!l 

$10) 000 Tempie remained at the Fox SI;'Tamp house until her death in 1880; she left 
tne "DI;"elling and that portion of the lot on Hhich I nm,7 resicle"to Lela:N l,Till:iamson, 

of her son H E Her other SOTI J .John \:'TdS devised other property .John and H B, 
IlilCi ran. a Louisi)urg goods store died in ])':-lgl) and Lela~·-~vidm·.Jed at 19-·-remainecl in 

h"nls<':' lJntil her death in 1948 About the turn of the century her son Benjami.n 
ma ri0d, and moved his wife into the house as well_ Benjamin's wife, Mamie Tucker 
\' Ll ~~nJ still resides there; it is owned hell'S of Benjamin 
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Of considerable inter~st to the history of the property and of post-Civil War 
Franklin County is its connection with John H. Williamson. Horn in Covington, Georgia, 
fh.': evidently ~"as among the slaves who carne to Franklin County when Tempie returned in 
th2 1850s He is said to have been thirteen when he came Blacks in eastern North 
Carolina counties obtained political power during Reconstruction, and John H Williamson 
\0'7?3 ,:1DlOUg the more important of them According to Frenise A T,o~an, in The Negro in 
North Carolina, 1876-1894, "he had no educational advantages except what he acquired 
1)71L1S O'i,ffi efforts II Logan records that he \;vas a member of the Constitutional Convention 
of 1368 and a delegate to the National Republican Convention at Philadelphia in 1872 and 
in 1884 He was elected from Franklin County to the North Carolina House for the terms 
oE 1868, 1870, 1872, 1876, and 1887 

In 1877 Williamson introduced a bill requesting the General Assembly to encourage 
the state's senators and representatives in Washington to urge passage of a law setting 
apart territory beyond the Missouri River "for the sole and exclusive use and occupation 
(If tfle colored race II He said he introduced the. bill because of the hostility of whi.tes 
to roes and because he believed there was no hope for justice for Negroes in North 
Caro:Llna He declared that Itthe origi.ns o~ the Negro race:! his color, physical formation, 
ignoranc2 and poverty formed the principal hobby for Democratic poli.ticians to indulge 
i~ during political excitement. 11 The proposal attracted considerable attention, but in 
gene':-,c-ll the blac.k political leadership opposed colonization tvilliamson 1;-1aS described 
dS () ne of the leaders in the 101ver h011se 1;"ho Itco::TUuanded the respec t of the entire body 
of Tr..e.mbers, Democratic and Republican II In 1881 ~villiamson founded the Raleigh Banne.!.., 
the organ of the NOTth Carolina Industrial Association; he later sold it and founded 
L:ne Raleigh G;=tz~_tte, which "became one of the most influential Negro papers in the. 
state. 1I Both papers urged the "advancement of the educational and industrial status of 
the: N;::'.groes in the state II 



Cockshutt, Cathex-l.,ne Ho) intex-vie~v \'lith John P Hilliamson~ LIJ" and Benjamin N@ 
Hilliamson, III, 1974 

Coc:kshutt, Catherine W., intex-vie\" with Benjamin N,. ~\Tilliamson, III, March 14, 1975 
Franklin County Recox-ds, Franklin County Courthouse LouisDurg, North Carolina 

(Subgroups Deeds, Wills, Estate papers) 
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Franklin County Records, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, North Carolina 
(Subgroups: Deeds, Wills, Estate papers). 

Logan) }'renise A,., The Negro in North Carolina, It)16-1894 Chapel Hill, University 
of North Carolina Press, 1974 

U. S. Census Records, Franklin County, North Carolina, 1860 and 1870 
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