





] SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOCD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
__1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION __LAW __SCIENCE
_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION _MILITARY SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
__1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER
%.1800-1892 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
_.1800- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY X_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _XOTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION black history.

SPECIFIC DATES 18505 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Williamson House, located on land originally in a rural setting but now in the
town of Lowishurg, is A representatrive and very well-preserved Greek Revival cottage.

with details that relate it to other Franklin County houses of the 1850s. The house
has remained in the same family since it was built for Tempie Perry Williamson. Among
the slaves who came to Franklin County with Mrs., Williamson when she returned as a widow

from Covington, Georgia, was John H. Williamson, who was-.after the Civil War a prominent

Temparance Perry, born March 11, 1805, was a daughter of Jeremiah Perry, who owvmed
the large and early-settled plantation, Cascine. Perry's will of 1838, proved in 1839,
left property &0 his six sons, including Sidney (A. S.), who received Cascine, and
Witlie; to his three daughters went numbers of slaves: Temperance received seventeen
;lavas plus $1,000. TIn 1846 Temperance marrvied Johnm P. Williamson and soon moved to
ovington, Georgia, his home., In the 1850s Williamson died, and his widow soon returned
¢ Franklin County with two young sons. Ohe was evidently assisted by her brother,
Jillie, a physician and planter of considerable wealth; he provided her with the "Fox
Swamp'' property., upon which a house was soon built. The relatively small house is
appropriate for a widow with two children. The time of her return to Franklin County is
uncertain: Family tradition puts it in the mid-1850s; the first reference to Mrs.
Williamson 1s in the 1839 tax list where she is listed under Willie Perry's entry. The
Fox Swamp property was listed in 1860 as having 85 acres worth $18.00 per acre (a high
price), ithe total worth $1,530. Evidently Tempie owned a large number of slaves by the
time she set up housekeeping in Franklin Coumty: the 1860 Census lists her as the owner
of 94 slaves: her brother Willie owned 79; and another, A. S., who inherited Cascine,
had 147.
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Willie Perry's will of 1865 confirmed his gift to Tempie, for he left her 'my tract
of land known as the Fox Swamp tract whereon she now resides containing about 100 acres,'
plus $10,000, Tempie remained at the Fox Swamp house until her death inm 1880; she left
ine "Dwelling and that portion of the lot on which T now reside" to Lela M. Williamson,
wife of her son W. B. Her other son, John, was devisad other property. John and W. B.,
who ran a Loulsburg dry goods store, died in 1881, and Lela~-widowad at 19--remained in

> houge until her death din 1948, About the turn of the century, her son Benjaumian
rind, and moved his wife into the house as well. enjonin's wife, Mamie Tucker
[1iamson, still resides there; 1t 1s owned bv heivs of Benjamin.
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Of considerable interest to the history of the property and of post-Civil War
Yranklin County is its connection with John H. Williamson. Rorn in Covington, Gecrgia,
he evidently was among the slaves who came to Franklin County when Tempie returned in
iz 1850s. He is said to have been thirteen when he came. Blacks in eastern North
Carolina counties obtained political power during Reconstruction, and John H. Williamson
was among the more important of them. According to Frenise A. Toean, in The Negro in
North Carolina, 1876-1894, "he had no educational advantages except what he acquired
By liis own efforts.'" Logan records that he was a member of the Constitutional Convention
of 1368 and a delegate to the National Republican Convention at Philadelphia in 1872 and
in 1884. He was elected from Franklin County to the North Carolina House for the terms
of 1268, 1870, 1872, 1876, and 1887.

In 1877 Williamson introduced a bill requesting the General Assembly to encourage
the srate's senators and representatives in Washington to urge passage of a law setting
apart territory beyvond the Missouri River '"for the sole and exclusive use and occupation
nf the colored race.'" He said he introduced the bill because of the hostility of whites
to Nezroes, and because he believed there was no heope for justice for Negroes in North
Caroiina. He declared that "the origins of the Negro race, his color, physical formation,
ignorance and poverty formed the principal hobby for Democratic politicians to indulge
in during political excitement." The proposal attracted considerable attention, but in
general the black political leadership opposed colonization. Williamson was described
as one of the leaders in the lower house who '"‘commanded the respect of the entire body
of members, Democratic and Republican.'" In 1881 Williamson founded the Raleigh Banner,
the organ of the Novrth Carolina Industrial Association; he later sold it and founded
the Raleigh Gazette, which ''became one of the most influential Negro papers in the
state.' DBoth papers urged the "advancement of the educational and industrial status of
the Negroes in the state."
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