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P 1t Y sic a 1 1) ~~ s c t ;on, Salem Taveru, \7Ln~~ton-S<llclll Horth Cirolinu 

The Salem T8.veru is locaLed on tlw i.JCst siue cf Sc)uth Ha'n Slr~ct (nur!i1)(~r 

736 GOO) in the rCGl:orcu area of Old Sa] eLl, nG\~ part of ~"in[;ton-0alern, North 

Carol ina To the north of it is a second hostelry, a 2 story frame and clap-

board building ",ith gabled roof, ~dlich ';'lDS built in 1016 ",hen the [Ilnin Lavern 

could no longer accomouate the grouipg nUlflber of visitors arriving in Salem; 

this building n0':1 serves as a restaurant. To the s(Juth is a peri.c,d barn 

moved to this local:ie·n in 1<;(,1; a fra::K: (Jnd cli:lpbocll:~1 sturcture cn a cC.:llr.c:;(~d 

fieldstone foundation, it has been restored and now houses a collection of 

early agricultural impleMents. 

The Salem Tavenn, the first bri.ck building, in Salem, was constructed in 

1784 on the foundations of the tm"n's original ordinary, a half,-L±nberec1 

~vooden structure \vhich had been dest,royec1 by fire. The design of the building, 

the ~v()1:k of skilled craftsmen, is characterized by clean lines, excellent 

proportions, and s~nplc but fine detail~ng. 

The Tavern consists of t\VO elements, n 2~~-stor.y rectangular main block 

and a 2-story rear ell, both with gabled roof. The roof of the main block 

is broken at either end of the ridge line by interior chimneys with cor-

belled tops and by a single gabled dorQcr at the center of the forward slope. 

A third interior chimney is located at the western end of the ell. A I-story 

wooden porch with shed roof runs the length of the tavern's five-bay front 

(east) facade. Hindows in the main block are 6/6 double-hung sash vlhi.le those 

in the ell are caseQcnt type; all are topped by blind arches., 

The i.nterior plan of the 5a1e[;1 Tavern follmvs "that of most ccntemporary 

ordinaries. The main doon.ray leads into a broad center hall \'7ith a stai.rcase 

at i.t~~/l~C.lll:. To the left (south) 1s the "public room", to the t right tllc 

"gentlemen's room" Hhcrc more formal sr!l"vice ,;;ras available at a higher price. 

Guest c113mbers are located on the seconJ floor and aJditonal sleeping quarters 

i.n Lf.lC nttic story_ The ell c'ontoins the lnncllord's quarters nnd furtIH:!t: chambers 
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on. the fLrsl aneJ c-;eccdlcJ flcJors and a huge kitchen ~'JitlL t'l,vin fi.replaces .:Jt 

the cellar lcv2l. All of the rooms have 1;lhite, plastered ,·:a1.18 c.lnd sonlC 

have CXPOf3CcJ be[l\lls. Dccorat~"e detailin.s is limited to the sir-plc, molded 

mantels of the fireplaces. 

Though deteriorated, the Tavern. ,;vas essentially unaltered Hhen l::ased 

by eld S.slel~l, Inc. in ISS3. \-lith the aid of construc "Cds and 

furniture inventories preserved in the archives of Salc@v s Muravian congrega

tion, the Tavern ~as restored in 19S6 to its appearance c. l~OO. Since that 

tinlc it has been t,:;JLltaincJ in excellent condition. 

\ 
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Tllc Sale,'1i T.t V2Y.',l.l, D 2' story orick build ing ':·!.d:h gabled ~~c\ 8 ~[ , f~,.'Ct S 

constructed in 17:~(!, La replace an cat'lier tavern on the sar,lC s~. tee The 

architectural integrity flltd auth:::ntic, 

toric.s.l Sc,cicty bu,:: since 1~'5~ hai.} oc(m L:.:1scd to CldSo.lc[ci, -;-nc., a ncn-

e.·uud 

group, devout GerL~arric pC(1ple "\7ho traced i.:.hcir faith to U1C 15e~ ~entllry 

Th(~ n~~ tm:n \·:a8 to 
, 
uS 

settler,wnt, a tract of n~arly 100,000 8C;:'",'3S ~7hich the group hnu purchased iu 

the early 1750's from Lord Granville, last of North Carolinis I_lords Proprietors. 

It \·,TaS to be ~Jplann2d, congregation tmvn in ~vhich the church held t~tle to 
\ -60 . 

all the land ancJAth:= r:mjor buildings on it and directed thc~ cconcr:tic as ':.'1211 

as the spiritual affairs of ·the residents. 

The Horavia::ls began \·:ork on the first bUi,lrJing at Salct~\ Ln 17(,6 ariel by 

1772 had laid buL and constructed the nuc12us of the cUl~1munity. Ar,:c1n9 tIte 

c:rLgLnal builcLLng~~ I:er-c tlte G2u;cinh:.1l1s (t:l'':; meeting house and n;inistcr's resi-

Jence), Single DroUw1:::-; and Single Sisters ll~'USC.S, a mill .:1nc1 sm7ll.ill, a ~l(;rC, 

and a tavern. The latter '1;;ras cons~dcrcd .:.l necessity for the tm\1n's dcvclopr.:cnt 

as a trading CCJ.1tcr. 

The prcsenL Sale!.1 Tavern ~'.'as the first brick bui Iding Ip Lhe to-I;Jn. DC'gun 
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The Tavern gained a 1-7ide reputation fur its hospitality and comfort <lnu [,lOSt: 

of the distingu·t.shccl visit0rs to Salcill lodged there. en his Sc}utilcj~n lour of 

1791, 'I George ~jLls:-d.ngL()n 1,;8S entcrtain':;d in SaleL fC;lA tuo CL:lYS, (:cCUpyit"lg thc~ 

chalil'ber at the nc)rtheast cor~1er of the Tavern abov(; the "gent:lc:rl,cn's rooin". 

grew steadily u"'~.:ing the late lCth ar:d early lSth centuries. 3y 121C), the 

Salcrt1 Tavern I'JaS no longer able to accctnodate the number of visitors arrivil'lg 

in th Qld a scc~)nd building \JaS const::--uct2d :L[la-,~ediatcly nc:)rt~1 :;jJD£ it ~r:_~ 

to serve the over-flD\v. 

By the mid-20th century, the old tO~'711 clf Salcri.1 had be'2n absol:bed intc) the 

modeI'll c::..ty of 1]S.llS[CJi.1-Sale;-:l. Though i2sscntially unaltered, tIte TavL:L1, li~,:;~ 

others of the No:;:a'/atian buildings, hac] become deteriorated. Th:Ls trend pas ........ 
Lh Il/47 

reversed \:rhen the historic area \vas threatcl!ledk\-Jith permanent clal;-:age by the 

construction of a major supe)~arket and other commercial development. By 

1950 the citizens of hTinston-Salem, \vith the support of the city governn:ent, 

had fortlled a non-profit organization, (lId Salem., Inc.) to rehabilitate and 

preserve the buildings and historic character of Old Salem. 

In 1~53 Old Salem Inc. acquired a 50-year lease to the Salem Tavern from 

its Q\\1ner, the hlachovia Historical S0cietYt and Hithin three years Has able to 

undertake a cOlaplcte restoration of the building. The priGl3ry l:csource for 

this pork \\'a8 t~le u1cticulollS records in the archives of the Horavian congrc-

gation, \d1ich contained not only informatiL)n on the construction of the Tavern 

out a1:.;0 pcric)dic invctiturics of its cunl(;nts. T.he Tavern h~.1s nell b~en returned 

to its appearance c. 1S00 and furnished Hith authentic pieces of that period. 

re ~-\ o.,-e:..d 
Like other JAil I "tl!!(:~~ buildi.ngs in Old Salem, the Salem Tavern is nOH operat~d as 

a museum; it is open to the public froin 9:30 B.m. 1.:0 4:30. p.m. on vlcc!cdays, 1:30 
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