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Physical De~cr.ipll.()n Single Druthers House page 2 

The grm·:th of the Horavian cornmunity ncccssitnted the construction in 

1786 of an adJition the so'uthcrn eLld of t.:hc Single I3rcthcrs :Iousc" Like 

the original .section of the building, the addition is 2 stories high with a 

double attic under a gabled roef. Its Gas~ive walls are constructed of ovcr-

s iz eo b rIc k la id i.n Fl '2[;11.: h be. ad. The ,',:a in en t r.:l~1CC, 10 -:8. ted in the 110rthc :..-n-

most bay of the five-bay front (Qast) facade, is reccssed slightly in an 
". 

arched surround. Windows--six-over-six double-hung s2sIl topped by blind 

arches--arc evenly spaced across the two flocrs. 

The interior of the addition, like that of the· original section, has 

sr,10oth ,.vhite~·lashed ~val1s an41ide plank floors: The}orcad S't&ir}-Lall is located 

at the northern end of the addition and connects \-lith th·2 corridci.:"s tn the 

1763-69 building.. The baSeli12nt contains a la!'ge kitchcn" l\,iO v.::J.ul~ed stornge 

cellars, and a dining room in ~hich 60 people can be seated. Cn the first floor 

by the congregation's business ~an3ger. 

additional sleeping qua~ters. 

and the office and bedroom occupied 

seu,tr'\d 
The ~ flcort and attics conLain 

/''') 

Hhen leased by Old Saler.1, Inc., from the Horatvian Church iulS-GO, the 
\.;I 

Single Brothers House 'vas being used as a hor..e for v,ddovls and single Ivomen .. 

The exterior of the 1768-69 section had been plastered and covered Hith 

cl~pboards about: 1825.. ~o".~s of gabled dorr.·ters ~lad becn installed to light the 

attics in both s~ctlons and both front entrances had been covcrcG by s2nli-

circular hoods. In lS64, using funus provided by local donors and inforr,12tion 

.drUi1il from the a-::-chivcs of the l-;ur.ijvi.Jn congr-:!gatiC'n, rld Salt2:a, Tue. n:I:':o\7\..'d 

tllCSC later elcDents nne rcsL2rcJ thc building to its ap?C.:lr£dlCC c. l~CO. Since 

that tir.lC , th2 Single n .... ·ctItCl"3 House bas been r .. aintalneJ in c::ccllcnt condition­, 
:5~cc..V'ld 

the basement and first floor are open to the public ~;rllilc the L.~S :LJc'r and 

. ~ 



St.a.tcr;I~Ut. of Signil:'i.cD.nce Single Br0th~rs Buuse ~jins ten-Sa lc:r.: 

attic, stanus UQar the center of the rr:;storc.J area vf i..hc Hcravi.:1n ~~ngn·~ga-

tion to'.:n of S.J1.cr:l» nCIl a pa-ct of ~-rinGton-Salcl'1, ~;orL:~1 Ca·rolina. Th~ buil(Hng 

v.~.:1S ece<.:lcu l.Il t't.'o stageS in l7G2-G'; and 17:C e 7hc vldel" (nortL:rn) secl: ion 

is an cutstawJing an,c.1 c~igi.nal c.}:[E~pl'2 of tra.c1iticnal Gc~~;an half-ti:-:-.bcr 

e~l-l ics t , .. ajcr bui.lciing r.:L.aitJ.Lng in to:: (·.;.0 

to".·;n.. The later section, ch.aracte::-ized by clean li.n2s auJ finc; Ge~a ·.ling, 

is an excel18nt e:'~ar;,ple of the Hork of Salcl,: r S .3kille!o [l".ascns· a;-~c1 carpenters. 

Though still c~·;'Llecl by the Scut:1crn ::?rc'vincc of the r~orav::'8.n Crll.:.::-cll, l:lI:-~ 

the historic .buildings and charactcl.- of th2 congregai..:icn to\?il 0: 3ale:,!. 

Restored in lS64 and nm" in excellent condition, the Single Brothers Eouse is 

open to the public as a museum; a porti:ch of the! building ser'l2S as th,':! ac>::inis-

trative offices of C1J Salem, Inc. 

Historical Backgr8und 

Salem, North Carolina, was ;;';f.,','.! fcundecl by ltler7lbers of the Horavia.n 

religious group, devout Geru~anic I?eople \vho traced their faith to the 15th 

century Bohemian martyr John Hus? The neH to\vn was to be the center of the 

group's Hachovia settlement, a tract of nearly 100,000 acres ~·;hich they had 

purchased ia the early l750·'s fror.1 Lord Granville, last of i10rth Care,limi's 

Lords Prc,pl~ietors. Salem \,.'as a planned,P cCllgrega.tion tm.Jn in vhich the church 

held titlri to ·all the land and to the major build6ngs on it and directed the 

e con on i i cas \-1 e 11 as t h C? s pi r i t ua 1 a [ fa irs 0 £ the res ide n t s • 

The Uor<lvians began "t·.'Ork on the first building at S ... lleP.1 in l7GC and by 

1772 h3U laid out anJ c(Jnstructed the nucleus· of the ne~,.v couU1!unity. The 

planning and [ilOSt of the construction during this pcriod "tvas directed b;f 
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