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DESCRIB E TH E PRESENT AN 0 ORIGINA.L (IF KNOVVN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Zevely House, typical of German-influenced North Carolina Moravian structures, 
vlaS construe ted about 1815 It is two stories high, three bays wide and tvJO deep The 
exterior, before restoration, had been altered by the addition of a central false gable, 
SOBe inappropriate sash, and other minor but unattractive changes The restoration 
reci::~ified these in simple, sensible fashion, and retained the original shape and sUY\living 
original fabric. The walls of the brick building are laid in Flemish bond, with a high 
stuccoed stone foundation. Interior end brick chimneys pierce the gable roof, "lilhich is 
covered with I;vood shingles and has overhanging molded box eaves on all elevations the 
gable ends are finished w'ith eave returns Nirte···over-sLx sash fill the first story 
\vindmv openings, six~over"'six sash the second story, and six-pane casements the attic 
level The VTinc1mvs are set \vithl_il simple molded architraves The main entrance, located 
in the center bay of the slightly asyuITtletrical main (south) facade, is a door w:Lth four 
r(lised pane_Is) hung on hand~\vTought strap hinges, surmounted by a four--pane transom, and 
set 'tJithi.ll an architra.ve identical to those of the 'l;vindoliTs 

The. conj e.c tural front entrance porch is three bays \\7ide, with chamfered posts 
s'.lpporting a simple, pe.dim21"lted gable. A plain balustrade encloses the porch. The 
one~s frame she.d addition, tT,vO bays deep, extends the length of the rear elevation, 
and houses the kitchen facilities of the restaurant. The plain wooden siding, and 
n~Ln.e<·~over~six sash 1;vindows blend unob trusively \vith the original main blode 

The interior "Quaker" plan at bo th levels has been restored·-'~·i;.ri th a large raOIa to 
one. stde c1 ncl t~IO smaller ones at the other The east half of each floor is 2 C 

room with a fireplac.e in the center of the east \tvall. In the northea::::t: corneT', 
··.a stcdJ' rises in tvw flights ~\Tith a landhlg to the second floor. The stair, with a 

clo:'3(:':Jl string, he.:lvy squ.a.re ne\1els, plain balusters and molded handrail, is a 
la.tr.:/:· rcLnetec.ntI'l century replacement for a smallet, enclosed stair T,lhich may have risen 
in th~1 scorner. TIH~. ~vest ha.lf of each floor contains t1;'70 rooms 3 82cc.h ~1ith a c.orlle1:~ 

firepla.ce, The interior is finisl1ed with 1;vicle board floc)rs and plastered \v8.11s and 
c.e:::Ll:ings The hand·,-he1;,ln summer beELm is exposed at bo tIl levels" Portions of the molded 
chcd.r rails above the plaster dados are original and the rest cree reproductions NI..) 

11a 1 mantel;::: survived) and simple molded she T f tiOD.S typical of i'iol' avian 
hoo.s of this pe.l:iod 11m,! surmount the plaste~ced fireplace The ",lindmq;::; and 
the doors some with four equal-sized raised , some of batten construction) are 
set t:b.in s J.e molded BTchitra.ves tlH:' s Ie and the. contrast 
of \,·:riLite plas ",lith the rich t colors of the tI.im [tTl , pleas3.nt 
Clmb-iancc:. 
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ADDENDll1 TO THE ZEVELY HOUSE NOMINATION, WINSTON-SALEM, FORSYTH COUNTY 

The Zevely House was moved in 1974 from its original site at 734 Oak 
Street, where it was endangered, to a new site at 901 West Fourth Street (northwest 
corner of Summit and Fourth streets)" The main block of the house was completely 
restored on both exterior and interior, and a conjectural front porch and compatible 
rear wing were added. The house is furnished with antiques and functions as a gracious 
restaurant known as "Zevely House .. " The house is set in a dignified streetscape with 
well-maintained late Victorian houses and large hardwood trees in the West End 
neighborhood of Winston-Salem. It is both complemented by and complements its environ
ment. The relocation and restoration of the Zevely House has had a minimal adverse 
effect upon the integrity of the building, and has insured that the building be pre
served and continue to function. 
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In July, 1797, the records of the Horavians at Salem reported, "an outside boy, 
Vannimmen Zi vely by name, has come for a,\Ihile to Br Hohlfohr t 01elfare) in the. cabinet 
shop Before her end his mother expressed the 'hTlSh that when she died he might be 
brou3;ht to the Erethren" Young Zevely (the more usual spelling) served as an apprentice 
artd then journeyman cabinetmaker in the shop of T"lil1iam Eldridge and finally became 
DkLster of the cabinet shop in the Single Brothers' House in Salem, the Horavian settle-
m2nt be3;ltl1 in 1766 He served in this position until 1809 I;lhen he married Johanna Sophia 
Shober, daughter of Gottlieb Shober, a prominent businessman in Salem and the O\\1'ne1.' of a 
considerable amount of property. Zevely, then t\IeTlty~rdne years old went to live at 
his father·-in~'lm\l' s paper mill on Peters Creek., \'lhexe he remained until about 1815 

That year he bought a 160-acre plantation from Gottleib Shober which was located 
on trle "Old To\vn Road If betl;leen the present Seventh Street and }'eteI::-S Creek, Old TO~Jn 
Road 'v)clS built in 1766 to link Bethabara·-01c1 Tm'7n 'I;,rith the site of the nel;v tm'lTI of Salem~ 

SOLTl2time bet~veen 1815 and 1818 I:vhen a reference to the h01)se i;vas rnade in the Horaviau 
Record.':"; Ze_vely built hi,s house \·,Jhich s L:ands today OIl the same section of Old TO\\7[1 Road 'J 

no\' called Oak Street 

Vall Zevely, as he \·!ClS referred to, lived on his Old Tm·m Road 
tFLtil he \'iClS 79 years of age (1859) at uh~Lch time he sold his house and the J60 a es 
SLt (ound it to Ro11ert Gray Th~Ls 1;1i1S the same year that the to\'vTl of Hinstoll ,>lC1S 

iT1C\J)"pO[cLted (February, 1859) The tOl.nl corporat(':' limits eztendcd one"~fouLt:h mile T'JI:::n.:th 
or and parallel to Seventh Street, thus including the House Robert: 
off various parcels of the 160>·acre tract until only fo acres aud 92 
included the Zevely House) remained Hhen he and his I.·life, ) sold the p-rOpf'Tty to 
Hil1i E Hall on NO'l('mber JJ!, 187~> The changed hands five times before Th[: 
p -i-(1inl~le tiOll sf..:-d it: from E. Fr anl:::.1in on t 1 197 t: n 

This s unpretentious 1 of the des and ca-r'E:ful 
,~ tsmailsh:ip of the carly German settlers in the Salem aLert \ It is tu be the 
o t str·uctucc in \'Hnst.ol1 the city in central tll County 
\:IlJic 11 gre-.:v up ne.c'.:c the Horavian ::::et tlement of S,:;.lecn, (The t"10 tenvas 1;12-(-e COllt-;oli,lCJ ted 

The Z(:,ve.ly (TnS lilOVr.~c1 in 19/!+ from its original site cIt 731..j Oak Street:> 1;<fh(C)x(-::: 

it el1(~ inl'-_o c1 ()y, to a ne\7 site aL: 90l1';2st F'ou:ct-:h Street: in 
~:i S:-i}_ one 1!dle CI\f.:JY The Hla5n 1JlocL of the hou:=:'.e Hi:'E::; complete rc::.-;LO'LCG 

'~I rYjr~h I.::h c
,"-,- i:CLLo}_ ,:-ud intex or dtlcl a i:?ctural front PC' ch. and cOTupaLJbJe rC,JI_- \,,dng 

c!!ld!:'.ci, Tht~ ltO,_t:~~(\ fUJ~nit~h('cl \:T:i th and fune Cl.S a r·2E; Ixcan kilOl·jn c~s 
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c: f om its historic. chctracter,,) The house, set in a d E'cl streetscape vrLth 
/. 

vie11· ma~Intfdned la te Victorian houses and large hard\>7ood trees, 00 th and is 
cOlllplementen by its vIes tEnd neighhorhood en\/ironrnent The relocation. and res torat ion 
of t112 Zevely House has had a minimal adverse effect upon its ty, and has insured 
the building's preservation and continued usage. 
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