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Elmwood Plantation is an unusually fine example of a rural side-hall
dwelling which, with the exception of a twentieth-century shed porch across
the front, has remained essentially unaltered since its construction. The
main block, covered with beaded weatherboards, rests on a low brick foundation. Each facade is framed by heavy molded cornerposts and a modillion
cornice below the gable roof. The main entrance, located in the north bay
of the three -bay front (east) facade., contains a large double door with
three raised panels in each leaf. The entrance lacks a transom, sidelights,
or any other adornment typical of the Federal period in the Albemarle area
The remaining bays are marked by windows accented by delicately molded
architraves and slightly molded sills. Nine-over-nine sash occurs at the
first level and nine-over-six at the second.
Dominating the three-bay north gable end is an extremely large lunette
located in the center of the gable. It is bordGred by a molded architrave
and sill and contains delicate muntins radiating from a sunburst at the cen erm,
of the base. The south end features a pair of large common bond singlem
shoulder chimneys with stacks that rise high aboVB the roof. The rear
chimney-is enclosed by a two-story rectangular wing Which projects two bays
z
from the west side and repeats the cornice, roof type, and other basic
VOl
elements of the main section of the building. It is likely that this
addition was constructed soon after the completion of the main block (if, i
-i
fact, the two parts were not built at the same time). Across the rear
:;0
facade is a shed porch featuring tapered wooden supports with a beaded hand
c
rail square in section. It is thought that a similar porch once extended
n
across the front of the house as well.
-i

The interior of the main block is essentially a side-hall plan two roo s
deep. The hall and all the rooms are finished with walls plastered above
a wainscot conSisting of two horizontal flush boards bordered by a molded
chair rail and baseboard. The hall is divided into tWD equal sections by
a well-executed transverse arch which springs from pilasters featuring
molded caps and shafts marked by a wide reeded band conVBX in section.
Reeding also occurs on the soffit of the arch. The outer band of the molde
archivolt is punctuated by a series of shallow notches. The main stair,
which rises in four flights separated by landings to the second floor and
the finished attic, is most unusual. It is particularly heavy for the Fede
period and lacks the grace that frequently characterized Federal stairways.
The tall balusters square in section, the somewhat awkward height of the
risers, the crude handrail supported by a square newel and posts, and the
large, vernacular wave brackets that appear at the end of each tread and
across the fascia of the landing combine to create this feeling. Though
f' not especially beautiful, this stair is one, of the most interesting of the
period in the state.
!

The main (east) parlor and the dining room to the rear are finished Ii e
the hall. Each contains a mantel consisting of a three-part frieze bordere
by horizontal bands of reeding and supported on pilasters like those of the
transverse arch in the hall. The heavy molded cornice shelf breaks out ove
the fla t-paneled end blocks and the unadorned central tablet.
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The plan of the second floor is the same as the first, except that the
front half of the hall is partitioned off to form an unheated bedroom. The
rooms on this floor are plainly finished with walls plastered above and below
The mantels provide the only sophistication in either
molded chair rails
of the main (south) bedrooms. Each mantel is of simple Federal design
featuring reeded pilasters and an unusually heavy molded cornice shelf that
breaks out above the plain end blocks. The shelf is embellished with a horizontal reeded band while the frieze is sepa~d from the rectangular fireplac
opening by a narrow horizontal band that extends across the end blocks. This
band is adorned with diagonal r~eding on each end block and a long flat pane
between.
The two-story south wing is finished like the main block and contains
mantels similar to those on the second floor. Originally the second story
of the wing could not be reached through ths main block but only by the
secondary-stair that rises from the southwest corner of the wing's firstlevel room. The stair is like that in the main hall but lacks ornamental
brackets.
To the rear of the house is located a gambrel-roof kitchen, thought to
be only one of its kind in North Carol~na. It is a small frame structure
dominated by massive double-shoulder stepped-shoulder brick chimney located
at the north end. Extending north from the base of the chi~~ey is a small
rectangular brick "potato house" with a standing-seam tin gable roof. The
main (east) facade of the kitchen features a central entrance containing
a board-and-batten door flanked by windows with nine-over-six sash. This
facade is finished with wide horizontal flush sheathing, while, the remainder
of the kitchen is covered with beaded weatherboards, which indicates that a
porch protected the main facade. On the front side of the shingle roof are
two small shed dormers containing four-over-four sash. The south side is
partially enclosed bya small lean-to addition which is entered through a
small do.or on the west side.
The rear of the kitchen also features a central entrance. There is one
small window to the left of the doorway and a tiny four-pane flush casement
w:Lndow in the center of the rear side of the roof. The first-floor kitchen
room has horizontally sheathed walls with a crudely molded chair raila
Dominating the north wall is the wide kitchen fireplace surrounded by variou
nineteenth-century cooking utensils. A closed-string stair rises in two
flights connected by winders from the southwest corner of the kitchen room'
to the servants' quarters above. This small room is'finished like the kitch
below with a small fireplace adorned with a plain mantel consisting ofa
thin shelf supported by vernacular wooden bracketso
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Elmwood Plantation near Gatesville was built about 1822 by David
Parker, the son of Joseph Parker, an early settler of Gates County. Tax
lists for the year 1812 do not carry David Parker's name or any indication
of a homestead associated with him, but in 1822 he is listed as possessing
235 acres valued at $1,025. According to his granddaughter who lives there
now, it Was Parker who built the house on the property, and stylistic
elements also support an 1820s building date. In 1822 Parker owned only
two slaves, but Gates County slave holdings were generally small, and
farming there was on a modest scale in comparison to other eastern counties
The tax schedule reflects an increase by 1855 in Parker's land holdings
to 685 acres worth $3,500. The same schedule shows he held fifteen slaves,
and among other things, one gold watch and one "piano forte," suggesting
fairly procpsrous circumstances.
When David Parker died in 1875, he left Elmwood Plantation to his
three sons. Of the three, James Parker was the one who came into possessiol
of the property and farmed and reared his family -there. An 1861 graduate
of the University of North Carolina, Parker was a trustee of that instituti<n
from 1885 until his death. He was elected a state senator in 1885 and
again in 1891.
Parker's will, proved in 1908, directs that the" 'Home Place'.
.
containing one thousand three hundred '(1,300) acres more or less, be and
remain as a home" for his wife and children throughout their natural lives.
The present owner of Elmwood is the youngest of James Parker's children,
Miss Ethel Parker.
Elmwood is an excellent and well-preserved rural example of the Federa:
side-hall plan. It is particularly notable for the interesting vernacular
handling of detail, especially of the unusual stair. The pictU1 esque
gambrel-roof kitchen is perhaps unique in the state.
1
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