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1. Name of Property
historic name
other names/site number

2. Location

Blandwood 
Keeley Institute 

street & number 447 West Washington Street 
city, town Greensboro 
state North Carolina code county 

3. Claulflcatlon
Ownership of Property
LJprivate
D public-local
KX] public-State
D public-Federal

Category of Property 
KX] building(s) 
Udistrict 
Usite 
Ostructure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

Guilford code 

LJ not for publication 
Uvicinity 

zip code 2 7403 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

3 I buildings 
___ sites 
___ structures 
___ objects 
___ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed In the National Register -----

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1968, as amended, I hereby certify that this
D nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property U meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property U meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Parle Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property Is:
D entered in the National Register.

D See continuation sheet. 
LJ determined eligible for the National 

Register. LJ See continuation sheet. 
D determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:)--------

Date

NCA - 26 ENT:4/17/70 CERT: 5/ 17 /71 

Signature of the Keepef Date of Action 

See original 1970 National Register nomination appended to end of this 1988 
National Historic Landmark documentation



roof __ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ __ 
other ______________________________________ _ 

Describe ...... ""."''''' .... and historic physical appearance. 

See Continuation Sheet Section 7, #1 
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'!he '&'..&..1.. oiOlII... Phi:lse 
Bland in the 1790's • 
ownership .. 
and twin exterior 

1 

In February 1822 &a:nawooa 
area's affluent "".a."....a.&.o~;;;iII_ 
by adjoinin;J an far.dlOuse 
elaborate millwork .. 
altered house.. '!his 
history .. 

... _ ...... - with its 

R1ase three DeCIall 
Motley Morehead in ~;USI:, 
roan structure unc:tlaJrqed 
brought architect AlE!Xalnde~ 
his house .. 

of Blandwcod. by Henry ~ to Jdm 
MOJ:"enIeaa family lived in the ~iOlI""..II.A 

1844.. en February 3rd of that year Governor Mol:-eh:!ad 
nwis to Greensboro to design a large new additioo for 

Davis was an architect of natiaal and internatiaal reknown.. Mxehead .bef:::mte 
a~ with Davis during the final year of his tenJ:re as qovemor of North 
carolina when Davis was retained. to make additiaw to the ca»pJS of the University of 
North carolina at Cllapel Hill.. Hxebead two two-year tet'ms as Governor of 
North carolina beqirminq in 1840 .. 

Davis spEBTC three days at Blandwcod. work:i.ng 00 his initial design for the 
addi tions4 .. He expansive plans for the fralt the structure 

1 Jane B .. 
Blandwcod. 
Nineteenth CenbIry I (3) : 

2 william BUsIllOrQ 
History of 
A re.sea:rd1 1""'II:IIII"1I"'W""I" for the North carolina ~~,..~~ of Olltural Re5Dlt"CES ArcheolCXJY and 
Historic Sec:tioo, Blandwcod. 1979 .. 

3 alShalq:21 .. 

4 Alexander Jacksal nwis Papers, Box 5 (Daybook:255) .. 
New York PUblic Library .. 
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In 1983 113."V"II"'~ 

Research 
law office ~~~I'V"" 
Division of &-....·.....aA.! .. w""'_ 

5 33 .. 

6 92-94 .. 

7 Rnssel] 
Archeological 

1980 .. 

2 

when the 
Initially 

.................... ~to 
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It measures 
55' in len;th, not by 
Alexarrler J.. ~is in ............ ..-... "'_ .. 
~~ ~7.U.~~~P.n~~~ 
rectangular block .. '!he 
notably deep (4') eaves are ~ by sinple ~den bn:~rts 
terminating ornaments.. '!he grouni (entrance) level. a::rei!lt:. 

arches on three sides and tall, narrow double W.&.&....."IIWD .. 

openings in each of the 15' tall arcades which 
facing gable ends .. As en the sides, the ........ ,. .. _ .. 
windows with sinple ~ trim and interior SIn.Ittenl .. 
projecti.rg tower has triple windows oentered in 
each set of windows are 6' x 8 e 10 1/2".. 'nlese are h.in;Jed that swirg inward 
and, unlike the other windows in the Dlvis additien, do not have shu:tters .. 
detailing windows ca'lSists of a by a 
small masonry cornice.. 'nlese ""_1......,..,.'_ 

'nle exterior the house reveals its evolutial aver a sixty year period 
fran the 1790's thrcu;;Jh 1846 ~ the constructial of additicns designed by 
Alexarrler J.. ~is wrenl of the of the house 
are readily east and west where the 
sections are ale able to 
appreciate to prog%ess fran the clartx>ard 
sections to the in the least noticable fashioo .. 

tuilt in 
r"l.gure 4) .. It seven bays.. Begiming at the 

partioos ~ joined bebJeen the fourth and 
the unmatdled clartx>ards which are seen en the 

Ob!!lOl1t:'Ed 00 the first floor by a porch 
'II"'III""'I1""11"""n1 and two small roans were 

were were put 
swme1t:rv ~ ani secxni 

fran the 1be 
a :roaD for lD1.k:nc'xm 

sPE:ma the night.. Dcm"s al the 4..&..110 .... "'" 

the porch into dinirq roan and the 
includ.in} the small roaDS, 55 in 

9 13-14 .. 
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the house .. 
the arca05~ 

entrances .into 
which to the GeI~aellC~es .. 
~~o~d oeo~~ two W~ __ ~_ 

over am ~.lJlJd.."" 
eastern door was ~1lID'\I'1I§iIlDI ~I.. ...... ,"""11 I'19nC~1:..l0n 

to a furnace roan (A 
furnace 'as .. ) .. 

So.lth of these aocn."WC:lVS 

exterior cru.:mI'l!!ys 
............. ~ in 

porch addition, 

the original 
reconstructed 
be painted to rec:r6!lte 

am Mr. 

'"'+'.a.'"'"-............ in 1987 

for 



It has not 

double 
on the eastern 
CClIplete the ~'....c;;a..&....I...J..I.1Iot 
looking out into rec:I~ed 
typical a ,j,. Y.l1.Q.L :fazl1tlCJUSe. 
with a plaster wall CKXlrve .. 

south side of the rocm into the small "st:oraQIEll" 
of the one in the 1820 -.....~ ................... _11 .. 

Keely Institute att:adleC1 
rocm has a a1 'WeSt wall that OIJIIIt:ii!l1liil 

window on the south wall.. 1his rocm measures 10' x 10' .. 

A a1 westem wall leads into Din:i.rg Roan .. 
'Ibis rocm is daDinated by a large, 5' 5" x 8' 7 1/2", ~-b.n::n.iJ'g fireplace al the 
west wall.. for its Federal style, this mantle has MasaUc syDJols etched 
on the base al markin;;Is are curious as was no MasaUc Otder 
in this area during 1790 It is speculated that a travelling may 
have out the work, or that Henry ~, \\'ho was a Masa'l, mantle 
installed.. '!he mantle was grained and the plaster sur.rourd marbleized .. 
original faux finishes w:re duplicated, follarlrg paint. analysis, in 1985.. As in 
I.eti tia • s the Di.nin:.J RIocD very sinple winc1cJw su:rroun:S and a o::D",",qJ.L.~ 
chair rail for detail with wide, painted planks runnirg parallel beneath.. 1he 
~rk in the RIocD is painted a bright green color whidl was det:.ernW'lE!id 
throu;;Jh '!here are whitewashed, plastered walls above the 
On the south to the with two nine aver 
w:irnows to the 

'!he Governor's BedIrocD 
described the nolllSe .. 

surrounds are 
used in the Di.nin:.J 
the 'WeSt wall J also 

a door lead.i.t:g ""'A.I. __ u..& 

U'.ew"'-'~.. '!he pa!;sagaiaY 
'!he walls 

in the Di.nin:.J Rccm 
secald aoca:walY leads into the Go\~nor 



1987 .. 



'!he above the Governor's Beduxm also 1820 
Humphreys additicn same elaborate rec~;ed ............... ____ .... 
window surrounds previously.. 'lbe eastern sectien of roan was 
partitioned off to ao:'i iii, .. date two restroans.. 'nlere are seven ~ in this roan: 
three on the south overlookinq the plrCh; t:wo en the west wall cn either of 
the fireplace; t:wo cn north wall which would have looked over the fra1t p::>rch 
before the Davis additicn.. It is to note that the ~ cn the north 
wall ~ not 'lbe cn the west wall in 

'lbe narrow, curvirg fiOIP"'-"'lI...L.II. 11'11'Q" 

emerges in comer roan.. 'lbe wall behind it ..t...:::::;.".~u:::::t 
clap:oa:rd side of the original 1 ~ f~ as well as the chimney fran the Dinin;J 
Roan fireplace.. A doorway, up two additicnal is lo=ated cn the north wall 
just \VeSt of the small staUway lead.in;J fran Governor"s Bed:t0Uii.. 'Ibis into 
one of the roams created aver the Rear Hall .. 

Interior: '!he Alexander Jacksal Davis Additicn 

'!he Davis additicn to Bl~ is divided into cn both the 
first and floors.. '!he middle sectioo more narrow than the outer ~ .. '-d.'04_ 

Construction was begun in 1844 and in 1846.. It .inp::n:tant to note 
that Davis · ected mny of the for the inclu:lirg such 
details as .. N1en Governor Mrs.. to New York to 
purchase furni.shin;JB, aO'XJ1P'nied them to facets 
of the design shows Davis' s i.nnovative and ~;:P.&.do'liOil 
ventilatiallJ .. 

12 Mary 

Ni.neteenth Century Bl~ in North ~.V.L.LI."' .. 
Nineteenth Century I (3) : 7 , 1975 .. 

13 ~vies: 12-13 .. 
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1987 .. 



identical in 

space .. 

'!be ........... ~ ........... ~_ .ICC,,",,",'- ..a.. ... 4AI- 1Jraxtporcltes 
coal .... burnirg A. ....... ~oII.IIilIIIIIo_ 
other mantles 
description as 
the ~ wall 
on the east 

'nle third 1lllri'"I''n'''\I' 

ocmpletely SUl:'rO\lindEd 
walls.. Each WlJ1CJClW 
dimensions of 

a 



'!he roof on the deI:lenderlCY 
1" seam .. 

16 

17 "':IJ"I"'II'.""",,~I"" 33-34 .. 

of 

.rec::onstIUC1ted wi til 
6a-6d) • 

of the a 

*The fourth window is to the north of 
this door on the east wall and overlooks 
the arcade and the pathway to the house. 



Close ~~- ...... - .. 
two dif'ferent 
on the south 
different ma1:erJ..aJ.s 
also reveals 
stuo;x).. '!his treatment. 

'nle East as a Jdtchen, 
well as an to BlaIl'd«Xlll:1d.Gi' 

~, it was with two I'OCIDS of ................... 
north roc::m as Fducatia1 Ra:m.. '!he WU'l1CiCli!li1B 

'!here ooe centered in the and anoJtnetr 
on the east wall.. 'Ihe man:tel SU!:"rCIl.D'1ClS 
the west out to a - ...... ~ 1IVQ.&..AIIII'C:&}' 

westernI'oost of 

int:enn:e11:ecl as an nineteenth century plantatia1 JO.l:alerl .. 
a brick bum.inq fireplace a1 

WlnClOW is located a1 the wastem wall with 
the <me in the west Deper'dency I in 

north wall.. A door closes the stairway off fran the 
... ___ a1t to the same paved ~y .. 

'!he floors are wide plank sa:lthmt yellow pine .. 
walls in the Ekllca't:im Ra:m are unfinished D~ast.etr 
bare planks of yallaw Just as 
rocms are soley 

18 S1«:IWrc:l1eJIt: 29 

19 S1«:JWnlllellt:28 .... 29 .. 
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Criteria A c D 

Significant Person 

E F G 

Period of Significance 
Mid-Nineteenth Century 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

Significant Dates 

Alexander Jackson Davis, Architect 
William And Joseph Conrad. Builders 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and of significance noted above. 

Blandwood isabuilding of national significance by one of the mid-nineteenth century's 
foremost architects, Alexander Jackson Davis. Its elegant design, alone, would make 
it an exceptional treasure; but, it features two additional characteristics. 

Blandwood is America's earliest surviving example of the Italian villa style. Research 
by Jane B. Davies, the biographer of A. J. Davis, has indicated that one other house, 
the Lyman House was designed by Richard Upjohn an1 built in Brookline, Mass. about the 
same time that Blandwood was built in Greensboro. That house also 2eflected the 
Italian influence. However, the Lyman house was demolished in 1956. Many people 
are also familiar with an Italian villa depicted in Andrew Jackson Downing's 1841 
edition of ~ Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Landscape Gardening. This house 
was to have been built for a Mr. Smillie ~f Kingston, NY. It was never completed 
however, as it proved to be too expensive. 

Blandwood was also an influential prototype of the Italian villa style. Davis com­
pleted his design for Blandwood in February of 1844. He made the preliminary drawings 
while spending three days in Greensboro in the early part of that month. He finalized 
his plans after leaving Greensboro, but still in North Carolina and still in the com­
pany of Governor Morehead in Raleigh. Upon his return to New York, Davis made an 
engraving of Blandwood for the 1844 edition of Downing's ~ Treatise on the Theory 
and Practice of Landscape Gardening. The illustration remained in subsequent editions 
of this book. Mrs. Davies described the impact of this illustration as follows:-

In creating the design at Blandwood, Davis produced what is probably 
the prototype for one of the most popular American house patterns in 
the Italianate mode: a bold central front tower projecting from a 
rectangular block ... This basic house pattern (without the linked 
dependencies) was used widely and variously interpreted by other 
architects and builders, who made changes in the details and often 
added balconies, verandas and/or terraces. The pattern continued to 4 
be used on into the Second Empire period by simply adding a mansard roof. 

[!] See continuation sheet· 



Mrs. Davies has also remarked on the popularity of the Italian style in America 
during the period just before the Civil War. She writes, "It was so popular in 
this country that some writSrs consider it close to a national style in the decade 
just before the Civil War." 

I Jane B. Davies. 
Discussion between Mrs. Davies and Ellen M. Sheridan. 
June, 1987. 

2 Richard Upjohn. 
Original drawings for the Lyman House. 
Archives, Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities. 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

3 Jane B. Davies. 
Blandwood and the Italian Villa-Style in America. 
Nineteenth Century I(3): 11-12, 1975. 

4.-0avies: 13-:-14. 

5_ n ,. 14 _ ~aYles:· . 



1 ] David R, lack to Ja 
Blandwood Archives 

2] William Bushong. 
History of Blandwood. 

Jordan, 25 Octobe 
Paint Analysis. 

1984 and I I Decembe 1985. 

Research report for the North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources, Archeology and 
Historic Preservation Section, 

Blandwood Archives, 1979. 

3J Jane B. Davies. 
Blandwood and the Italian Villa Style in America. 
Nineteenth Century 1(3): 11-14, 1975. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been rEKlIUeStElI(] 
previously listed in the National RAl]i~tl~1I" 

previously determined eligible by the National RAl]i~tler 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings 
SuNey* ________________________________ __ 

recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record 

UTM References 
A LllJ I 6 b ,8 1 5 ' 6 , 5 1 1 3,9 1 9 gil, 8 , 0 ~ 

Zone Easting Northing 

C ~ 1610,816,4,51 13,919,210,0,01 

Verbal Boundary Description 

KXJ See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
~ State historic preseNation office 
o Other State agency 
o FederaJ agency 
o Local government 
o University ; 
KRlOther 
Specify relXl~itolry: 

ell.uJ 1610,816,7,01 13,919,2IJ I 6,51 
Zone Easting Northing 

ol1LZJ 1610,815,4,01 13,919,210,3101 

o See continuation sheet 

Blandwood occupies an entire block in downtown Greensboro. It is bounded on 
the North by West Washington Street, on the East by Blandwood Avenue, on the 
South by McGee Street, and on the West by Edgeworth Street. 

o See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The two and a half acres represented on the s,urvey map are the rema~n~ng acreage 
from the original 50 acre estate of Governor John Motley Morehead.. In 1844 
Blandwood was on the outskirts of the small village of Greensboro.. Today the 
house stands near the center of a thriving city. 

o See continuation sheet 

organization ---:-:--:--=-=----:-::---:--:----.; __ ---.;;...;;;..;;;;..;;;..;;;..L.. _____ _ 

street & number ___ """"'"":" ____ -l.L.~~.;..;;;..;;;;....:....:...::.. ________ tftldlll~nn/'nft _~::....:..~_=_:...=_.:::..;....:::..:::; ____ _ 

city or town __ ....;;....;;....;...;;..;..;...;;;...;;;...;;...;;;...,;;;...... _______________ _ 
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Survey For: 
John Motley P10rehead Memorial Corililis.ion 
447 West Washington St. 
Morehead Township. Guilf.ord Co. 

Greensboro A tL C Deed Book 2421 Pg. 780 & 781 
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INVENTORY.,.. NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 
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(Chock Ono) 
OWNERSHIP 

Kl Building [Z'.] Public Public Acquisition; 

0 Structuro 0 Privoto 0 In Procou 
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North Carolina 
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· Guilford 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER 

STATUS· 

0 OccupioJ 

D Unoccupied 

DATE 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yos: 

["'" ;'.!I Rostrlctod 

0 Object , 0 Both 0 Being Considered 6'J frosorvotion work 0 Unrostrictcd 
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CONDITION 
,_O __ E_xc_o __ llo_n_t __ O __ Go_o~_F_oi_r __ O~_D_o_t~or_io_ro_t_od __ O __ Ru_i_ns_. _D __ un_c_x_po_s_cd ___ _,. 

(Check Ono) (Check One) 

~ Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Movod @ Original Sito 

DESCRIBCTHE: PRE:SE:NT _AND ORIGINAL(/{ /mown) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE: 

Exterior: The ma.in front of Blandwood is an excelLmt ex.ample of Alexander 
Jackson Davis I s Italianate style. 'l'he brick walls of the central block and 
of the arcade which originalzy connected it to flanking dependencies are. of 
brick covered with stucco. In the center of the main section is an entrance 
toHer which has semi-circular arches on its three exposed sides. Above each I 
arch, on the second floor level, are double casement w:indows. The third floor 
tower room has triple casement windows on ea.ch side~ There are double case­
ment vrlndows flanking the tower on both the first and second floor levels. . I 
Those on the first floor are elongated. Masoru~y trim occurs at the cornice· I 
levels, the facings of the arches, anct at the base of the upper tower windows' 
rl'he roof has the deep projection and low pitch typical of Italianate work. 
It•retains its original tin sheathing with standing seams. The fanciful 
treatment of the chimneys is especialzy interost,ing. Originally this block 
was flanked by two small dependencies·. Ono was Governor Morehead 1 s off ice 
and the other the kitchen. These were connected to the main block by 
arcaded walls. Portions of these walls still stand but the dependencies i:i.o 
longer e~cLst. The side elevations include large glazed projecting bays·in 
front of the arcaded walls. Behind the walls were small porches leading to 
the recessed back hall. At the rear are the remains of the ,om•ly two-room 
'ouse which preceded Davis's work. This portion of the house is in such an 
aJ:t;ered and dilapidated state that it is difficult to ascertain the original 
form. The whole of the ground floor measures appro.:x::i.ma.tely fifty-five feet 
square. 

1Intcrior: There are six rooms on the first floor. The central entrance hall 
· s flanked by tvio rooms of equal size, the dining room to the left, and the 
, arlor to the right. The original stair was removed from the hall and the 
')resent one is a later :repla.cemento In these rooms the wooden trim is quite 
irnple. All three rooms have very elaborate plaGter decoration. The moulded 
ornice rest,s on a frieze enriched by panels decorated with anthemions. 
a:rlands of grape leaves and fruit run around the edges of the ceilings. The 

I
. laborat.o center modillions are composed of radiating anthemions surrounded 

y u wreath of flowers and foliage and another wreath of grape leaves and f:i: 
he hall doorways and the slidinf, glazed arched doors to projecting bays are 
ramod by full height Tuscan pilasters. 'l'he oricin.n.1 interiors of the· two 
ooms :i.n the older section have disappeared. The :rear hall was originally a 

· ong porch. Davis enclosed it to forn1 the connection between his addition 
d the older section. On the second floor the finish is extremely simple. 

' ·----, .. , ........ 
• • ,. ,,,. ""'' .,, ,~,., ---~, ........ ,-• .,. .... ,. ... ..1 •• , ;~.,_,..,..,,,.....,;,,= ,.,.,..,,._,._.~,,..n, . .;,·i.. • ..,.+ 

, ,, . , •f·"• ,..,,,. ,.. ,,, ...• .,,.,..,,~ .... "<·.- ,, .• , . ,. "'"" ,, , .• , • ,,\,.t •r•·•· 11 • ,.,,, •. , ... , , o~···'· ,,.,,. .. .,.,,....,,,...,..,.,....,..., ,.,.,..,,~,.,.,., ,,,.,.~"'.M• · ·! f•• ,,., •. ~ l · _.,. ........ ··-~,., ,. 
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LiJ 

PERIOD. (Cl1oclc Ono or Moro as Appropriate) 

0 Pro-Colurnbion I 
0 15th Century 

0 16th Contury 

0 17th Century 

'5PECIFIC DAT Els) (lf Applicablo and Known) 

AREA:! OF SIGNIFICANC.E (Chock Ono or Moro DB Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 

D Prehistoric 0 Engincorlng 

D Historic D Industry 

D Agricultvro D Invention 

~ Architoctvro D Londscopo 

D Art Architecture 

D Commorco 0 · Lit?rature 

D Communications D Military 

D Conservation i 
D Music 

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

00 
D 

D 
D 
D 

D 
0 

CJ 18th Contury 

QI 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Seu lptvre 

Socia I/Human• · 

itorion 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

D Urban Planning 

D Other (SpecUy) 

John Motley Morehead (1796-1866) was one o.f Greensboro's most distinguishe' 
citizens and a:n outstandini; governor of North Carollia. A lm·zyer and 
entrepreneur, he was a. statesman of unusual vision. During many ter;-1,s in 
the legislature and two terms as governor (1841-1845) .he so1..1.ght legisla.tior 
to give the state a unified transportation system. He vigoriously 
supported the 11Ll.terary Fund11 .fo:.." establishing common schools and for 
enacting legislation to ameliorate tho conditions of slaves. He persuaded 
the legislature to provide for a ponitentia:i.',Y system, a school fo1" the 
deaf and blind, and an asylUJu for the insane. He was foremost in the 
group who established the No:.."th Carolina Railroad ·which ran i'rom the coast 
westward to Morganton and opened up the state to trade and travel. Ho 
was a trustee of the University foi-• 36 years and organized the alUJ1mi 
association. As his career developed he became prominent in national 
politics, serving as presiding officer of the national Whig convention 
which in 1848 nominated General Zachary Taylor for the presidency. He, 
himself, ·was twlce close ·t;o the vice-presidency. He was one of the 
delegates f1~om North Carolina to tho ,Peace Congress at Washington in 1861, 
and was in 1861-62 a member of the Provlsional Congress of the Confederate 
States. }forehead was host to rn.any dfotinguished guests during the Civil 
War years, including Genera.ls Beauregard and Johnston, Commander Lee 
(brother of General Lee), Caginet members Alexander Stephens, Christopher 
x·fonuninger and Juda.ri P. Benjamin. President Davis, .fleej_ng Richmond, was 
invited to Blandwood but declined fearing reprisals against the Morehead 
family. Cox and other Federal gene:als, under Sherman's command, were 
received with courtesy. 
In 18/+4 while governor, John Morehead met the noted architect, Alexander 
Jo.ckson Davis. It was at ·tl1is time that, he contracted Davis to enlarge 
Blandwood. Dtwis designed a 11Tuscan villa. 11 in the then fashionable 
Italianate style. Several drawings of Bla.i."'ldwood by Davis are in the 
Metropolitan Husetun. One etching of Blandwood appeared in Andrew Jackson 
Downing I s !~ 'l'reatise on the Theo;cy and Practice of Landscap0 Ga,rdening 
(18 59 edition) • Davis worked with Downing on this well-knowa and influen­
tial work and supplied the drawing of Bla.ndwood which is the only southern 
house to appear in that edition. 
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8. The original land grant to the Bla.ndwood property was to Thomas McCuiston 
in 1788; At his death it was inherited by his son, James.McCuiston, 
who sold it to Charles Bland for 56 pounds in 1795. It must riave been 
during Charles Bland 1s ownership that Blandwood received its name .• 
In 1800 Jos!3ph Thornburgh bought Blandwood from Charles Bland. In 1827 
Thomas Caldwell sold the land to Henry Humphreys. Henry Humphreys 

! married· Let,itia Lindsay, the widow of Robert Lindsay. Letitia Lindsay 1s 
1 

· daughter by her first husband, Ann Eliza Ll..ndsay, married John Motley · 
Mo.rehead in 1821. He purchased Blandwood -from his wife's step-father, 
Henry Htunph:ceys, in 1827. After Morehead 1s death in 1866 the prope:cty 
was inherited by his younger son, Eugene. He later sold it to his 
brother-in-law, Julius Gray. Bland'1·mod belonged to the Gray family until 

. 1896 when it was .leased and later bought by Keelo:r Institute. Until 
1965 it was used as a rehabilitation center for alcoholics. It is 
pre~ently o,~1ed by the Greensboro Preservation Society. 
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9 .: Guilford County Records, State Department of Archives and History, 
· Raleigh, North Carolina. Office of the Register..ot Deeds. (Subgroups: 

Deeds, Wills, Estate Papers). · · 
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she, Sam.ucl A. (ed.), :f.lior;raphical I·l'i s;to:cy_ ~-f North Carolina .• 
Charles L. Van Noppen, 8 volwnes, 1905-1907. 

(Greensboro: 

own:Lne, Andrew Jackson, /1 Treatise on the TJ1,_eory and Practice of Landscape 
G~,rdening. (New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1859). 

'uilford County Records, Guilford Cou11ty Courthouse, Greensboro, North 
Carolina. Office of the Register of Deeds. (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills, 
Estate Papers). 
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Degrees Minutes Seconds Dogreos Minutes Seconds 
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SE 0 0 . 

__;,}'!_ Q 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY, 2 ac:::-es 
~-;::-:-;;-;ATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPE'.RTIES ov·ERI..APPING STATE'. OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES, 

STATE! CODE COUNTY 

STAT Et 
' 

CODE COUN_TV: 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation fl.ct of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evnluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the Nutional Park Service. 'l'he recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National O State · (3a · Local 0 

Nm ~p ;>{_Uv/ __ 
, H .G. Jones]-
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