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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL 

The John Haley House is a small one-story dlivelling vvith an unfinished 
attic. It is built of brick laid in Flemish bond -w-ith d headers and 
rests on a stone foundation. The three-bay front (south) and rear facades 
are identical; each has a central entrance a six-panel door d 
by windmvs containing nine-over-nine sash All openings are surmounted by 
segmental arche s formed by single rovJS of rmvlocks. The east and west 
feature interior c.binmeys and ttvO small segmental-arched windows wi th four­
over-ttvo sash. The west gable contains a side entrance in the right bay and 
a circular stone in the apex of the gable framed by rowlocks. Inscribed on 
the stone within an incised cable band are the date Jf178611 and the letters 
lip II and III HI! which are the ini tials of Phebe and John Haley (the ini tial 
IIJ!! was wr:iiten as III II in the eighteenth century). 

The interior presents the so-called Quaker plan with a large parlor to 
the east and two smaller rooms to the west The main entrance opens into 
the parlor, which has Walls plastered above and below a molded chair rail, 
which breaks under the windows The ceiling features eA~osed beaded beams. 
The large arched fireplace opening on the east wall contains a replacement 
brick fireback laid in a herringbone patte::c'n A heavy molded shelf is 
located high above the opening. To the left of the fireplace is a 
sheathed partition which houses a small closet and an enclosed stair Ie 
to the attic T.o.e tW9 west rooms are separated by a vertically sheathed 
partition wall androntaincorner fireplaces without shelves. 
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John Haley (Healy), a Quaker, built his house in 1786 on property near 
Patrick's Branch (later Haley's Creek), which he had received as a state 
grant in 1779. In 1789 a road from the Rowan County line to Martinville 
(later called Guilford Courthouse) was proposed, and Captain John Haley was 
appointed as overseer of the new road "from the 90unty line to the Old 
Murvian [Moravian] Road." This road, then called the New Salisbury Road, 
now Lexington Avenue of High Point, ran by John-Haley's house, making the 
house a local landmark in the sparsely settled area. Haley, whose title of 
captain is thought to have been derived from his service in the RevoluTIon" 
was a blacksmith who played an active role in local affairs. From 1790 unti 
1811 Haley served as bondsman, sheriff, road commissioner, clerk of court, 
and as a member of many juries. His will, probated February 16, 1813, left 
all his property to his wife, Phebe, and upon her death the property went 
to Jesse Haley. 

Jesse sold the house and 270 acres to James Wheeler in 1818 Although 
the position of the house on the New Salisbury Road and Haley's occupation 
as blackmith would have made this house a logical place for travelers to 
stop, there is no record that this was the case until innkeeper Jonathan 
Welch acquired the house about 1838 and "kept ordinary" there. The house 
remained in the Welch family until 1943, after which it passed through 
various hands before being purchased by the city of'High Point on November 
4, 1966 Restoration of the house has been carried out by the High Point 
Historical Commission. 

The John Haley House, believed to be the oldest dwelling in High Point, 
~s notable as a fine example of Quaker architecture. As such it is essentia 
to the interpretation of the Moravian and Quaker influence on the architectwe 
of piedmont North Carolina. 
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John Haley House 
1805 East Lexington Avenue 
High Point> North Carolina 

state Highway Commission 
Scale 3"/1 mile 
July 1, 1967 

Latitude 
degrees minutes seconds 

350 58 1 49" 

Longitude 
degrees minutes seconds 

79 0 59' 42" 

"j 
I. 




