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the High Point Enterprise that the Institute would re-open
its 1888-1889 session on August 20th with "the increased
advantage for pupils of TWO NEW DEPARTMENTS," one for vocal
and instrumental music led by his wife, J.R. Lindsay, and the
other-a Business Department under Professor W.M. ¥Wagner,
formerly of Smithdeal Business College in Richmond, Viriginia.
On August 24, 1888, the last extant issue of the High Point
Enterprise until the 20th century, the newspaper announced that
the High Point Classical Institute had opened "with an
encouraging number of students and new ones are being added
to the roll everyday."

Fifty years later, an old author reflected back on the
history of High Point in the 1880s and remembered  Professor
Lindsay and his school:

"In 1889, Prof. S.C. Lindsay, and Mrs. Lindsay '

together with some teachers, whose nemes has.slipped

from memory, had a school in the old Lynch-Thompson

Academy-Blair High School Building." ("Do You Remem-

ber--Eighteen Eighties and Nineties," page 2, in

The History of High Point, N.C., unpublished manu-

script, locked case, High Point Public Library)

These, however, are the last references found on Lindsay's
school and its activities until September 12, 1898, when
0. Arthur Kirkman bought the school along with its original
four acres of land from the President of High Point Building
and Loan Association, W.H. Ragan. Kirkman paid $1,250 for
the property, exactly one half of its selling price just
12 years earlier. (Guilford County Register of Deeds,
Book 113, page 670)

The Guilford County Register of Deeds Office does not
show Lindsay transferring title of the school to W.H. Ragan
in the 18905, but deed records do show Lindsay borrowing money
two more times, once in February(Book 81, page 429) and again
in June of 1890 (Book &1, page W4L9), The two largest loans
were with the High Point Building and Loan Association and
records indicate that only one of these loans was ever paid off.
Perhaps Professor Lindsay died and the lendors guietly tovok
the school as payment. Guiliford Csuntydid not keep ceath
certificates before 1914 and the handful of wills contested
and thus recorded in the Estates Department of the Guilford
County records in the :890s do not show Professor Lindsay's

name among them.



NP8 Form 10-800-a OMB Approval Ho, 1024-0018

(8-08)

Unlted States Department of the Interlor
Natlonal Park Service

Natlonal Reglster of Historic Places
Contlnuatlon Sheet Blair School Amendment: O. Arthur Kirkman House

and Outbuildings

Sectlon number-__8 _ Page 8

SCHOOL DAYS --- 1890s:

Thus, it is now known how long S.C: Lindsay kept the
school open after the 1888-1889 session.. Education was
unstable in the 1890s throughout North Carolina as it had
been since the Civil War., One local author reported that
after 1892 High Point no longer had a public school; .
although "families" of subscription teachers came and went
during these years, the amount of subsidy that the city was
able to offer them is unknown. (See, "Do You Remember--
Eighteen Eighties and Nineties," page 2, in the History of
High Point, N.C., unpublished, locked case, High Point Public
Library. For the history of educzation in North Carolina
after the Civil War, see The History of a Southern State,
North Carolina, 3rd Edition, by Hugh Talmage Lefler, published
by the University of North Carolina Press, Chapel ‘Hill, 1973,
pages 530-539, 589.)

Lack of information on the schoolhouse during these years
is abetted further by the failure of High Point officials to
preserve the local newspaper, directories, or minutes of the
City Council, the loss of all early High Point school records
in a fire in the 1960s, and more recently, the neglect by
public officials to commission a history of High Point schools
as are available for Doth Greepnsbaxo and Guilford County, which
along with High Point make up the three school districts of
Guilford County and have since the later half of the 19th o
century. .

It is known, however, that in 1896, the citizens of
High Point voted in a referendum o re-establish a local school
board and develop a public graded school in the city. With
the first graduating class of the High Foint Public Graded School
in 1898, local residents believed that a new epoch in education
had begun, and they were right. (The Building and the Builders
of a City, High Point, N.C., pages 315-:16)
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It is no coincidence then that the little frame schoolhouse
that stood beside the railroad tracks at the edge of the city,
looking far more like a school of the 19th century than one of
the 20th, was sold in 1898, the same year as the first graduating
class of the new public graded school, to a young man who was ‘
not a schoolteacher. 0. Arthur Kirkman was a young entrepreneur,
age 23, who knew of the school since it had attended there as
a boy, and who knew a good real estate deal when he saw one.
Given the low price Kirkman paid for the school and its
adjoining four acres of land, it was surely at a low point.

in its history.

O. ARTHUR KIRKMAN HOUSE  1898-1:913

It was the good fortune of this 1little schoolhouse to
hzve fallen into the hands of a preservationist like
O. Arthur Kirkman. DNow entering its second phase as a residence,
the building and its grounds were to fluorish with his
ownership. Large sections of land surrounding the house were
planted in gardens and the rest was reserved for a variety of
urban enterprises. (For a history of 0. Arthur Kirkman, plezse
see the NR application of the 0. Arthur Kirkman House and
Outbuildings +to which this application is an amendment.)

Between 1898 and 1913, 0. Arthur Kirkman (1875-1930), his wife, Lulu
Blanche Hammer Kirkman (1875-1936), and their only surviving child, O. Arthur
Kirkman, Jr. (1900-1985), lived in this converted schoolhouse, now, more than
likely, with the addition of its porches and decorative embellishments——
Kirkman's office and factory to the west, and his real estate ventures (most
of which were initially downtown) to the east. The embellishment of a fairly
straight forward house form with turned and sawn millwork at porches and
windows epitomized a simplified, popular interpretation of the Queen Anne
cottage, which characterized so many of North Carolina's turn-of-the-century

middle class neighborhoods.

As a reflection of his increasing prosperity by 1911, Kirkman had moved his
2,000 square foot frame schoolhouse/cottage back 60 feet on his property and
wichin two years built on its spot a grand 4,000 square foot house combining
the Tudor and Colonial Revival Styles (NR). Thus, Kirkman literally put his

first house in the back yard of his second house, and there the little
building has remained to this day.
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From his large stock holdings in the Southern Furniture
Market in High Point, to his ability to pay cash for expensive
real estate. and a railroad, Kirkman appears on all sides to
have been an extremely wealthy man. Thus, Kirkman did not
need economically. to keep his modest first home, especially
so near. When asked of a close relative to Kirkman why he
would do such a thing, she replied simply "sentiment." 1In
his youth Kirkman had attended school there and said that he
had met for the first time his future wife in the schoolhouse
when they were students there together.(Conversations with
Pauline Wertz, December 1988) '

0. ARTHUR KIRKMAN OUTBUILDING 1913 to Present

Thus, the schoolhouse/zottage, now known as 106 Oak Street,
became an outbuilding on the 0. Arthur Kirkman estate. 1In 192k,
after founding the High Point, Thomasville & Denton Railroad,
Kirkman rented out 106 Oak Street to William Bernard Varner,
General Superintendent and Master Mechanic for the HPT & D
Railroad. The relationship between Kirkman and Varner seems
to have been a close one, with an ease and friendliness between
the two men that stemmed from a shared interest in trains
and the railroad business. Varner's youngest daughter,

Martha Varner Clontz, also remembers how Lulu Kirkman spent
time with her as a little girl, for example, coming to get
her to see the opening of a water lily. (Conversations with-
Dorothy Gay Darr, June, 1987 and October, 1988)

Varner and his family of four girls lived at 106 Oak Street
until his death in 1940 at which time the house was rented out
briefly again before becoming a place for storage for the family
of 0. Arthur Kirkman, Jr. (0. Arthur Kirkman, Jr. owned 106 Oak
Street until his death in 1985. Thus, for almost 50 years,

106 Oak Street was used for storage, and in this capacity the
little building was preserved.)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreage of propety: .143 acre
UTM References: Zone 17 Easting 589120 Northing 3978990

Verbal Boundary Description:. The boundaries of the Blair School
Amendment to the O. Arthur Kirkman House and Outbuildings consist
of all of lot 3, block 1 on Sheet 27 of the Guilford County Tax
Maps. :

Boundary Justification: The boundary includes the entire parcel
containing the building and is all of the land historically
associated with the resource which was subdivided from the O.
Arthur Kirkman estate (house and outbuildings) in 1986.

11. FORM PREPARED BY -

Dr. Dorothy Gay Darr, owner
501 W. High Street

High Point, NC 27260

(919) 887-5130

February, 1989
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