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1. Name of Propenrty
historic name Forney, Edward J., House

other names/site number

2. Location
street & number 1402 Spring Garden Street N/A [not for publication
city, town Greensboro N/A Jvicinity
state North Carolina code NC county Guilford code 081 le code 274172
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
D private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
] public-local [ district 1 0 buildings
public-State [:] site 0 0 sltes
] public-Federal [ structure 0 0 structures
] object 0 0 obects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Historic and Architectural Number of contributing resources previously
Resources of Greensboro, North Carolina, 1880-1941 listed In the Natlona! Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
X nomination [] request for determination of eliglbllity meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the

Nationa!l Register of H:storsc Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my> C{jion th m ets [:does not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
2-2& 92

Signature of cemfymg ofﬂctal Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

[ . \ ) oo
In my opinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheset.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Natlonal Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[:]emered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet,
[Jdetermined seligible for the National
Reglster, (] ses continuation sheet.
[ ]determined not eligible for the
National Register,

[Jremoved from the National Register,
[j other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Actlon



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/single dwelling

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/multiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Queen Anne

Colonial Revival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Stucco

walls _weatherboard

shingle

roof t1n

other Wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[}E]See continuation sheet
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The ca. 1892 Edward J. Forney House stands on Spring Garden
Street less than a mile west of downtown Greensboro and a short walk
from the center of the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.
One of +the best surviving examples of the Queen Anne style in the
city, the two-and-a-half-story, weatherboarded, frame dwelling,
distinguished by a large polygonal tower, is also a good
representative of the Colonial Revival style up-dating of many
Greensboro dwellings in the early twentieth century.

The house’s front facade, shielded from the busy city and campus
traffic of Spring Garden Street by large magnolias and oak trees, is

six bays wide. Three of the bays are set 1in the polygonal corner
tower at +the west of the facade. Recessed behind the front porch are
two central bays, a ztwelve-over-one window and an entry with an

Eastlake front door, the two lower panels and upper window of which
are enframed by half-spindles. The sixth bay, at the east side of the
facade, projects forward, its door opening on a stairway to the second
floor. This stair, originally <climbing from the inside front hall,
was turned and extended forward after the Forneys’ 1946 sale of the
house and its subsequent conversion into apartments. The house’s
second floor 1s partially hidden at +the front facade by the main
gable-end roof which continues in a sweep over the engaged porch,
pierced Dby the large, two-story corner tower and a hip-roofed attic

dormer. The brick of <the foundation is hidden by a smooth coat of
stucco.

A Colonial Revival styvle finish was given to the front porch in
the early twentieth century. A photograph in the University archives
taken from the southwest not long after construction plctures the
house on a3 treeless lot with a typical Victorian porch. The turned
posts, brackets, and fagonal stick Dbalusters of the porch (also
visible in an archlveu’ chotograph of the Forneys’ young son, Otis,
sitting on the front steps) have Dbeen replaced by four Doric columns
on stuccoed brick piers ancd by horizontal stick balusters. The half-
timbered zable over the steps was retained during the modernization.

The west side facade of +the house is dominated by the front
corner Tower and a two-story, three-sided, projecting bay. The corner
tower has an original vand of inset panels between the second-story
windows and +the roof =aves The bay, not pictured in the early
photograrhn of +the house, had been added by 1925, the first year the
house zanc its neighborn Lood appear on the Sanborn fire insurance maps.
A colored-glass window at the first story of the bay was removed in
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1981, its place now covered over by plywood. The house originally had
one-over-one, Queen Anne style windows, the upper sash of which had a

border of small, colored-glass lights. These upper sash windows were
replaced throughout +the house, probably in the early <twentieth
century, by more up-to-date twelve-pane, clear-glass windows. At the

peak of the west facade 13 a pedimented gable filled with shingles.

The gable end of the east side facade also is shingled at the
attic level. Where its roof sweeps over the porch, it retains an
original window, the upper sash of which is bordered by colored glass.
A two-story, rectangular bay at its center is probably not original.
It may have been added at the same time as the west bay, although it
is not pictured on the 1925 Sanborn map. Like the west bay, a sheet
of plywood has taken +the place of a colored glass, first-story window
which was removed in 1991. At the north 2nd of the facade is a below-
grade basement entrv reached by iron steps.

It is not known when the two-story rear ell was built. The early
photograph of +the house pictures the edge of a one-story ell, but the
1925 SQanborn shows no ell. The present ell either replaced the
original one-story ell entirely or had a second story added to 1it,
quite pozsibly before 13925. In its weatherboarded gable is a window,
the panes of which are gone, which o©riginally had a colored-glass
border. The ©poreh nctched into the northeast corner of the rear
facade and the bathrocms above appear o post-date the main block of
the ell. A wooden stair climbing in 2 single run across the back to
the second-story apartment is a modern addition.

The main gable-end roof of the house and the roofs of the corner
tower and the front dormer are covered with original, decorative,
metal shingles. Metal corbels at the =znds of the roofs were preceded
or originally supplemented by finials pictured in the early photograph
of the house. The interior corbeled brick chimney stack pictured in
that ovhotograph retains its original bricks and finish, although it
has been repointed.

Following its sal=s by the Forneys, the house was divided into
three apartments, one at the first story snd two upstairs. The stair
was sealed off in the first-story hall zand run out to the porch; some
fire boxes were closed in, as was an upstairs doorway to separate the
apartments; and kitchen ZFacllities and Dpathrooms were added. The
decorative finizh, stylish but not partizularly ornate, was largely
untouched, however. Most plaster wails and hardwood flcors are
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intact. Molded ©post-and-lintel surrounds featuring cornerblocks and
baseblocks adorned with foliate insets are still in place at the first
story and the front rooms of the second story. In the ell rooms of
the second story the cornerblocks are incised with bull’s-eye motifs,
suggesting that the first story of the ell is original, the second
story a subsequent but early addition. Also 1in place are crown
moldings, many four-paneled doors and, at the first-story living room,
a fluted post-and-lintel mantel with applied swags and baskets of
flowers at its lintel and capitals. The stairs, altered at the first
story, are intact at the second story, which retains a sguare newel
post with the same incised foliate adornment of the window and door
surrounds. In its run +*o the attic, the stailrs retain their stick
balusters, molded stair rails and, at the landing, turned newels.



8. Statement of Significance
Centitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

D nationally Dstatewide E\j locally

Applicable National Register Criteria > JA [X]B B jc [ ]b

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) E:}A DB DC DD [:]E DF DG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture ca.1892 to 1941 ca.1892
Ecucation

Cultyral Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
Forney, Edward Jacob Unknown _

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

~

* |See continuation shes!



H&E Form 10-200-¢
(-4

United States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

O Aporovel o 10240018

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

EdwazrZ 7. Fornev House
o - =y IO TE I NI e ISTa)
Section number 5 Page _ Greernsceors, Guiliora Co., NC
Summary
The ca. 1592 Edward J. Torney House dates Zrom the beginning oI
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Forney’'s propverty W.D. McAdoo had plattaed <tne Highlands Subcivision,
whicn coverasd more than “our square cloccks, n July, 1391, cocncurrent
with +the charterinz of the school (Guilforc County 2lat BOOL 2, Page
4, Denny Griifin nhad zacaouired the lot Forney purchased as pari oI a
3 Q
o

e
{(Guilforc County Deed Boo
Gr'ffin’s sstate snhows th

-
3

surrounding thirty-two acre tract
65, Page 2323). A zlat map filed in

'__l
o]
O
~3 b

H,
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U b oy R W

k
e

d

DrODerty dLV aea into about twenty-four lots with only the proverty of
“Prof. Forney" at Jefferson and Sprin rden specifically iadicate
as occupied (Guilford County Plat Book 2, Page ©).

The State Normal and Industrial School for w ccened October 5,
18S2, ¢n a2 Ten-acre camous a few bl ornay’'s house Its
176 stucdents wWere served Dy Two bric Main, now the Julius
i. foust Zuilding, and Brick, a dormi-= tc the east side of
Main. The Foust 3uildinzg is  listed a. ZRegizter; Brick
burnec in 1804 (Friosp 1582:83; 3Brow dizion to Main and
Brick, =Iwo other builaing’s are kno n Suilt as a result
cf the cpening oi zhe schocl--Pr D. MclIver’s= Thouse,
built In 1832 just soutneast T Mzin on Gerden Strset, and
Forney’sz housze {Frisp 1S822:82; Sanborn Marv biishing Cc 1885
Santors Mzp Company 1502 HMciver’s ho lecnger stands andad
Sorney'’'s hocuse - T  EZnown survivinz dwelling or =z
facultv member ilZingz o5riginally assoclataed wWith
the scnccl, Zcrne )CE2_ moLnT I whe szrly instituiicn
{The charzczar ofF impocrTance -o &t leastT ons oI Tne
schocl’ s orizinal sz=a2c fur-her Deiocw. )

Torney had teen born November 13, 188C, nesar the Catawba-Lincoln
Countiy iine in North C n wesTern PiscmenT. He was =ducated Zor
a feaw vears szt Cazt : in Newten, ouT it waz nis sel :
apil =5 with s=h wrnicon ne  was  one  of The first
DracTitlicners in Ths stats, That sTtar-ec ~l:z career n 1388Z he came
to Tne wemen’' 3 z2ol_=2gZe z=z secrerary o “irst vresident, Charles D.
MciIver in additizon Tc nls secretarial ~l== wnizcn ne scon passead
on  TC ancoiner, ne Taugnt snortiaanc, yoewrlTing, Dookkeeving, and
telegrachy; was nezqd SI —~he Commercizi zr—m=nt; =ncd was tThe s3cncol
treasursr {Alumna =k nz3 2. The Caroiipnian, Yarch I,
19438, Zresnsboro 0 1S Zowles 18967:34-35)

fornzvy wWas -o Se = Dlcneer in weomen' s Tuaslness sducaticon in NerzIn
Carclilina Wnen ns n ' iZorTs, secretariz: anc clerical
TOoSiTicons were Zensral =S ; o A wvi=w oI The
times znd oI rornsy’ Zuce £ ,  was gZiwven Dy
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one of his first students, Mrs. Fodie Buie Kenyon, whem he trained to
replace him as Pres. Mclver’s secretary:

He came at a time when the women of the state needed
training of the type he zgave. Up to then no lady went out alone;
no lady worked in an office; no lady went alone into a courtroom,
or to a doctor’s meeting. I shall never forget the day he sent
me to the court in Greensboro--green, untried, right out of the
classrcom. 1 can still remember the stares and the wonderment of
that group that a woman could write in shorthand what they had
said--and read it back (Alumnae News, May 1848:7).

Forney’s Commercial Department--he and the Department were synonymous-

-was to train approximately 4,000 women between 1892 and his
retirement in 1940 (Alumnae News, May 1948:7). A good-hearted if
sharp-tongued perfectionist, easily recognizable by his "long, slim
greyvhound” appearance and well-tailored clothes, Forney had a
reputation for producing kxnowledgeable, skilled graduates whom he
placed in Jjobs throughout North Carolina and beyond (Alumnae News,
February, 1837:8-9). His tenure saw the institution transformed from

a normal school to a university.

Forney not only ran +the Commercial Department and served as

college treasurer. In the early twentieth century he was also
chairman o©f the Morehead Township board of education and the
Greensboro city auditor. de was further employed installing
accounting systems in plants and stores throughout the city (The
Carolinian, March 5, 1948). Jorney considered his greatest piece of
work helping set up North Carolina’s accounting system (Alumnae News,
May, 1948:3;. Not until 1940, at the age of eighty, did he retire,
retaining the title of <treasurer emeritus (Greensboro Daily News,
January 20, 19485, He and nhis wife, Annie, sold their house in
November, 1%48, +to P.W. Bullock and moved in with their daughter in
Greensboro Zor the last few months of their lives (Guilford County
Deed Book 1143, Page 61). 1In 1954 Myrtle E. Bullock sold the hcuse to
Lucy M. Ferris {Guilford County Deed Book 1552, Page 38). Either the
Bullock or +the Ferris family divided it into three apartments. In

1988 the hcuse was acquired by the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro, which has continued its leasing as apartments.

Forney died on January 22, 1948, +the cocllege’s last surviving
charter member; his wife Jdied less than twenty-four hours later
(Greensboro Daily News, January 30, 19483). Following his <2eath
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"hundreds of tributes . . . poured into the college," attesting to the
strength of his personality and the success of his educational efforts
(Alumnae News, May, 1948:8). One of these tributes, written by Fodie
Buie Kenyon, expresses the warmth many felt for Formey and the
inextricable connection of the house and the man:

Mr. and Mrs. Forney had a home, a real home. I was lonely
and homesick; +they toock me into their hearts and I was always
welcome, any time I wanted to go to them. I loved to go; I loved
them; I loved the 1little friendly children. The happiest
memories of my stay at the college are the ones which reach back
to the Forneys and their home, and their loving and kindly
hospitality. They were my friends from the beginning of my stay
in the college; you had to be inside that home, as I was, to
really and truly know them (Fodie Buile Kenyon, April 3, 1948).

A gracious dwelling yet, +the Forney House continues to physically
embody the school’'s earliest years and memorialize a man central *o
the development of the university, the heart of which is still a short

walk distant.



9. Major Blbllographlical References

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
Dpceviously listed in the National Register
(I previously determined eligible by the National Register
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmeark
.Drecorded by Historic American Buildings
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P_C]See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
[X] state historic preservation office
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Edward J. Forney House are

Map 87, Block 2, Parcel 19.

Tax

those of Greensboro

~ " A . R
___iSee continuation shee!

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the nominated property encompass all of the land historically

associated with the Edward J. Forney =House.

E:! Ses coniinuation shest
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Alumnae News. May, 1948. Article by Frances Gibson Satterfield
entitled "E.J. Forney, 1380-1948" in the North Carolina College
for Women alumnae magazine. Located at Special Collections, the
Jackson Library, the University of North Carclina at Greensboro.

February, 1937. Article entitled "E.J. Forney" in the
North Carolina College for Women alumnae magazine. Located at
Special Collections, the Jackson Library, the University of North
Carolina at Greensboro.

Beers, F.W. 1879. "Map of the City of Greensboro, Guilford Co., North
Carolina." New York. Located at Greensboro Planning Department,
Greensboro Municipal Building.

Bowles, =Zlisabeth Ann. 1987. A Good Beginning: The First Four Decades
of the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. Chapel Hill:
The University of North Carolina Press.

Brewer, R.W. 1913. "Map of +the City of Greensboro, North Carolina.”
Greensboro: M.M. Pruden. Located at Guilford County Register of
Deeds, Greensboro.

Brown, Charlotte V. 13930. "Julius I. Foust Building - National
Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form." Located
at North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Survey and
Planning Branch, Ralsigh.

Carolinian. March 5, 1848. Obituary of the North Carolina College
for Women newspaper, located in the Commercial Department-Edward
Jacob Forney Papers, Special Collections, the Jackson Library,
the University of MNorth Carolina at Greenszboro.

Fripp, Zavle Hicks.
CA: Windsor P
Library, Caldwe

Greensboro, A Chosen Center. Woodland Hills,
ions. Located at the Greensboro Public

v _News, January 30, 1948, Obituary in +the Commercial
T - acob Forney Papers, Special Collections, the
on Library, the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.

County Deed Boo Located at Guilford County Courthouse,
Car

isporo, North

3

Greer
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United States Department of the Interlior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Edwara J. Formey House

Section number Page 2 Greensooro, Guilford Co., NC

Guilford County Plat Boocks. Located at Guilford County Courthouse,
Greensboro, North Carolina.

Kenyon, Fodie Buie. April 8, 1948. Letter to Mrs. Jester in the
Commercial Department-Edward Jacob Forney Papers, Special
Collections, +the Jackson Library, the University of North
Carolina at Greensboro.

Sanborn Map and Publishing Co. 1385, 1888, 1891, and 1396.
"Greensboro, North Carolina." Located at Greensboro Planning
Department, Greensboro Municipal Building.

Sanborn Map Company. 1902, 1913, 1919, and 1925. "Greensborc, North
Carolina." Located at Greensboro Planning Department, Gresnsboro
Municipal Building.
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