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Historic & Architectural Resources of 
Greensboro, N C., 1880-1940 
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Guilford County, N.C. 
County and State 
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[Xl A Property is associated with events that have made ,&;;!A....,B .... T~---______________ _ 

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

o B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

, [X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

o D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 
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o E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 
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within the past 50 years. 
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BibiJography 
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1882 
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Architect/Builder 

unknown 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

o preliminary determination of individual listing (36 !Xl State Historic Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested 0 Other State agency 

o previously listed in the National Register 0 Federal agency 
o previously determined eligible by the National 0 Local government 

Register 0 University 
o designated a National Historic Landmark 0 Other 
o recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 

#_---------
o recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # ________ _ 



Name of Property 
Union Cemetery 

County and State 
G1J;lford C011nty, N C 

fi"'!I"O~lno of ild)1I',""li'\oll"'l'\U ___ 4-'--__________ _ 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

UuJ I 61 Ql818~6-.LOJ 1319191 Ol914wJ 3 W I I I I 
Zone 

2W 
Easting Northing 

I I I I ~I '---'---'---'---1-.-l-.-..) 

Zone Easting Northing 

4 W I I I I I 
o See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

name/title Kaye Graybeal 

street & number 5618 Tower Road telephone (919) 292-5177 

city or town Green shoro state ...... N ___ . ."",C'-"--__ _ zip code -<.2-.J.7 ....... 1..:::I4:.uO ___ _ 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

name City of Greensboro, Division of Cemeteries 

street & number P.O. Box 3136 telephone (919) 373-2160 

Greensboro N C city or town ____________________ state •. zip code 27402-3136 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nomina1e 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 



UNION CEMETERY 
Section number _.:......-_ Page _.,; __ GREENSBORO, GUILFORD CO., N.C. 

leal p on 

Union Cemetery occupies approximately four.acres of.land in South Greensboro, just 
east of the location of the no longer extant, post-Civil War black suburb of 
Warnersville. The cemetery is bounded on the west by South Elm Street) which is 
lined with early 20th century and modern commercial and light industrial buildings. 
I ts northern boundary is edged by undergrowth and for several feet a narrow 
wate~course. Thi s watercourse turns and foll ows the eastern edge of the cemetery) 
runni ng parall e1 to Arl i ngton Street. A resi dential area begi ns to the east of thi s 
street. The southern boundary is East Whittington Street) on the other side of which 
is an early 20th century brick warehouse. Host of the gravemarkers are concentrated 
on the western hal f of the cemeterYI close to South El m Street) and on the northem 
edge. The land begi ns to slope to the east from the center of the property) and 1 evel s 
out as it exten'ds toward Arl i ngton Street. Few gravemarkers remai n on the slope or 
on the eastern half. The grounds are grass-covered and m~nimally maintained by the 
city. Approximately 20 trees) mostly pin oaks, are interspersed among the graves 
with a large pine near the center of the cemetery. 

Some indication of the prior physical appearance of the cemetery exists in city 
documents. The 1936 mi nutes of the Greensboro Ci ty Council meeti ngs i ndi cate 
proceeding with the residents' request to remove a high hedge surrounding the 
cemetery to help eliminate vagrants by facilitating surveillance of the property. 
(Greensboro C1 ty Counci 1: Vol. 15: 184 & 192) A 19B6 aeri a1 vi ew map of Greensboro 
i ndi cates that an access road once ran east through the mi ddl e of the property from 
South Elm Street ending where the land begins to slope. (Guilford Co. Planning Dep/t.: 
ACL 3 .... 144) A depress] on and curb cut at S. El m indicate where the road began. 
Union retains 97 gravemarkers J with death dates from 1882 to 1940) with the 
except i on of one marker wi th a death date of 1821 (I tis not known whether or not 
thi s 01 dest grave j s a rei nterment). However) Greensboro's Superi ntendent of 
Cemeteries estimates that potenUally as many as 1200 graves could exist. 
(Ravenel: 1 992) Thi s number cannot be veri fi ed si nce the city possesses no record or 
earl y map of the cemetery and di d not acqui re the property unt il 1936. The now 
regUlar ground surface cannot suggest a pattern or number) as city maintenance filled 
in numerous sunken graves in a 1974 effort to convert the cemetery to a park-like 
faci 1 i ty. Although many overturned markers were upri ghted) many have been broken or 
lost after years of neglect. (Greensboro Division of Cemeterfes: 1963) 
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Almost all of the gravemarkers J

, inscriptions face west; a few appear to have been 
turned or moved from their original position. According to the city's Superintendent 
of Cemeteri es, the ori entati on of bod; es in the graves is with the head on the east 
side of (behind) the gravestone \'vith feet pointing towards the east. This orientation 
of the body faci ng the sunri se has basi sin rel i gi ous symbol ism. 

The maj ority of the gravemarkers span the fifteen year peri od between 1901-1917 
and represent styl es popul ar in the 1 ate ni neteenth and earl y t went i eth century. 
Crafted from granite} 'white and gray marble, and cast stone} the forms in order of 
prevalence include slant markers} steles J flush markers .. tree stumpsJ serpentine and 
pedi mented tabl ets, obel i sks J 1ambsJ and urns. 

I t was common for freed s1 aves to assume the surname of thei r former owners. Thl s 
may be the reason for the number of promi nent Greensboro white famil y names found 
on many of the gravestones. Among the names possibly assumed from their owners by 
freedmen are: Caldwell J Gil merJ McAdoo, t1endenhal t Morehead, Price, Rankin J 

Ri chardson J and Wharton. 

l'"lost of the stones are erect and in good condi ti on .. but approx; matel y fi ve stones are 
dismantled and tumed over. However} the greatest damage has been the loss of finials 
from the tall er gravemarkers .. a resul t of years of poor mai ntenance and vandal; sm. 

Statement of Sj gill fi cance ' 

Summary 
The historical significance of Union Cemetery .. Greensboro .. N.C.Js earliest known 
black cemeterYJ lies in its association \'vith the city's t'irst planned residential 
subdi vi s1 on. Thi s subdi vi si on) known as ((Warnersv; 11 e,'J was uni que in that its lots 
were set aside expressly for purchase by newly freed slaves shortly after the Civil 
War. I t was one of North Carol; nals earl i est pl anned subdi vi S1 ons for (ifreedmen.n 

Many of Wernersville's prominent citizens .. who were among the first black leaders in 
Greensboro .. are bur; ed at Uni on Cemetery. Because it is one of onl y two hi stor; c 
resources associated with Warnersville, the property meets Criteri{j COl7sideration [) 
under Criterion A. The cemetery is also ellgible under Criterion C for its distinctive 
funerary sculpture. The size, sophisticated design .. and orna~entation of the 
gravestones refl ect the re 1 ati "Ie prosperity of y.!arnersvi 11e and the professi onal 
status of many its ci t i zens. 
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The period of significance oLthe property spans the years from 1662 to 1940 during 
w h i ch b u ri a 1 s too k P 1 ace j nth e ce met ery. The sed ate s p 1 ace the pro pert y wit h 1 n 
Hi stori c Context 1 of Greensboro/s Multi pl e Property Documentati on Form: t'iThe 
Development of the Gate Ci ty, 1880-1899, n and the su bcontext: ((Earl y 
Suburbani zat i on and Nei ghborhood Growth, 1900-1941. n The cemetery fall s into the 
category of Property Type 6: ((Parks, Cemeteries, and Bridges.JI 

Hi stor] cal Background of Un; on Cernetery 

Uni on Cemetery ((for the Colored Race n was establ i shed by the congregaU ons of three 
churches in the early 1880/s: the now st. Matthew's t1ethodi Stl St. James 
Presbyteri~n .. and Providence BapUst Churches. (Arnett: 1955) p. 456) In 1917, the 
Cit Y c los e dUn ion s tat i n g t hat f u rt her i n term en t s \"/0 U 1 d be a pot e n t i a 1 he a 1t h h a z a rd 
to resi dents whose homes surrounded the cemetery. (Greensboro B.O.C.: Vol. 8: 49) Its 
proximity to white South Greensboro, and the strained race relations of the mid-teens 
in the ci ty may have a1 so contributed to the comm1 ss1 on/s deci si on to close the 
cemetery. Periodic interments were granted by permit only in continuously owned 
fa m i1 y P lot s w hi c h had s u f f i c i e nt sp a ce. A It h 0 ugh m a in t e na nce of the c e met e ry was 
neglected) sporadic burials continued throughout the twenties and thirties. To provide 
further burial sites for the city's blacks .. Maplewood Cemetery 'yvas opened in east 
Greensboro in 1918. (Greensboro Di vi s1 on of Cemeterl es: 1983) 

In 1936) the city foreclosed on the property because of delinquent taxes and street 
assessment left unpaid by the three congregations since 1925. The cemetery grounds 
had not been mai ntai ned duri ng thi s eleven-year peri od l and although overgrowth was 
removed from the property upon acqui si t i on by the Ci t!:1.. upkeep over the next thi rty
fi ve year peri od was mi ni mal si nee ci ty rna1 ntenance was 11 mi ted to the use of e 
sickle barmower. (Greensboro Division of Cemetst-ies: 1963) 

By 1971 Union Cemetery had falle'n into yery poor condition) with many of its markers 
overturned and graves sunken. In 1972 the ci ty began consi deri ng redevelopment of 
the cemetery) and in 1974 upri ghted markers and f11 led the sunken graves in an 
attempt to achieve a more ((park-liken appearance. Since that Ume, the property has 
been mi ni mall y mai ntai ned by the city. (Greensboro Di v; si on of Cemeteri es: 1963) 
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Hi star; cal Background of \.yarnersvi 11e ' 

The comnluni ty of V,larnersvill e \flas founded' short 1 y after the .Ci vil War in 1668 bkJ 
Yardley \.varner) a Quaker missionary and member of the ((Association of Friends of 
Philadelphia and Its Vicinity for the Relief of Colored Freednlen/ J an organization 
which assisted freedmen. Acting as agent for The AssOCiation) \o\/erner bought 35 and 
112 acres of lend just south of Greensboro .. and sold half-acre lots on en iiabil.ity-to-

paylJ scele to former sleves. This tract of land \'Vas bounded roughly by what is nO'N 

¥/est Lee Street .. South Elm Street Freeman Mill Road .. and Florida Street. (Guilford 
County Grantor Index to Reel Estate Conveyances: book 39 .. pp. 219-225) The purpose 
for the ~stebl i shment of such a communi ty V'/as to promote the independence end sel f
suffi ci ency of former sl aves. One reason for the sel ect i on of the Greensboro area for 
such an (i experi ment IJ may have been the substant i a1 popul at i on of Quakers \flho \flere 
supporti ve of thi s goal. I n further support of th; s mi ssi on) Warner taught Negro 
children in his home} and in 1866 he established a community trade school for the 
adults. (Crai g: 1941 J June 1. Repri nted in Warner: 1957 .. p. 287) 

Historian Samuel Kipp} in his dissertation on urban gro .... vth and social change in 
Greensboro from 1870 to 1920 J noted that after the Ci vil \ovar was over .. freed s1 eves 
in Greensboro conti nued to 1 i ve j n shacks near the homes of thei r former masters. 
Gradually} blecks were relegated to the southern section of the city .. in the vicinity of 
the communi ty of Warnersv; 11 e. Although housi ng remei ned substandard .. segrege ti on 
all owed bl acks the unexpected opportunity to develop a busi ness communi ty of thei r 
own .. and small restaurants and shops developed in the area. (Kipp: 1974) 

Inc a. 1 690 Jan Eng 1 ish Qua k ern a m e d Hen ry S tan 1 e y N e \·v m a h vis i ted the Unit e d S tat e s .. 
and wrote of hi s travel s through North Caroli na in 1 et ters whi ch were sent back to 
England and published in The Monthly Review. His letters provided some insight into 
Warnersvi 11 e-'s character: 

I hIJve todlJ,y Deel7 to J.JIIJrllersvill8,. visited the colot/red people ill their OJ'J'/7 hOtI5e5,. 
8,.~'emilled their gtJro8fl plots.. seell their schoolhotlse elld their clltlrcll.. IJlld cIJn Deer 
test imollY to the thrivillg cnerocter of tl7e poptlllJt ion. They Iltll77ber bet J·veell ... I:[(J() IJllo' 
6(J(J peopl8,. ell colotlred fJIIJrnersyille /JtJs extellded ftJr beyond the originel ptlrchese 
of YIJrdle,y hlIJrller H·:!Jellhe commellced the.project eDOtit /869. They heve aDOtit L".()() 

colotlred c/Jfldrellottelldillg their school Theil hIJye IJ good hotlse es IJ residenCB for 
the school teac/7e0 )·vl7o hIJs tH'o N'ell-qtlelifieo' IJ5sistellts. I fino'thIJt ill tile 
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adjoillillg city of GreellsDOrOt;g/J.. tllere is e verJj frielldlJj spirit oet )')"eell tile J·J·'lJite 
people 81ld the colotlred Colotlred mell 8re occtlPlIlllg several puolic offices,. elld a 
IJtlmDer of tllem are stlccessftll mell of otlsil1ess m8IJeging their OJ')'/7 stores. (ci ted; n 
C ra i g: 1 9 4 1 .I J u n e 1. Rep ri n ted in Warn e r: 1 9 5 7./ P p. 28 9 - 2 9 0) 

The estebll shment of Warnersvill e had en j'mpect in other unforeseen ways on eerl y 
res; dent1al develop'ment in South Greensboro. Accordi ng to a master./s thesi s by J. F. 
BaylinJ the settlement ((established en important element in the emerging residential 
pat tern, end had a dis tin c t e f f e c ton sub seq u e n t de vel 0 p men t. n He ass e rt s t hat the 
presence of a Negro communi ty kept property val ues down and prevented the expansi on 
of edj acent whi te nei ghborhoods in South Greensboro. The community reta; ned its 
raci a1 an~ economi c character duri ng subsequent growth in the surround; ng area, 
if ... thus proving stronger influences than the high value area along [the adjacent] 
Asheboro Street) which failed to expand) and eventually declined in value. (Baylin: 
1968.1 pp.40-41) 

Warnersville served as a model for similar smaller communities started in 
Friendship} Jamestown} and Oak Ridge, all townships surrounding Greensboro. The 
English Quaker Newman wrote of WarnersvilleJs influence in his 1 B90 article for The 
Monthly Review: 

It forms 8 colored set Ilemel1{ l!Jet Iles fOtlnd mlJllY cotlnlerp8rts 117 other districts ilJ 
tile sotltl1em Stliles, . /t hlis hod tllis remlJrktlDle effect. Otller ltllldllolders,. N·'/Je17 they 
fotll1d tll8t Ylirdlejj h1tlrner Iled mlJde tllis provision for tile colollred peop/B.. ctNJllged 
tlleir ttlctics,. lind sold their llind irrespective of tile colotlr of tile p-tlrclltlser:, tlnd tile 
five lIetlrs;' lelisehold system J·J··tlS 8Dondoned throt;gllotlt the cot.llltry. TillIS Ile J'J"on tI 

vic tory for the col otlred people t Iltl t Ilos mode his 17t1me lJ hot/sello I d J'J"ord tlmongs I 
tllem. Tile effect of tile good deed goes rollil1g 0/1.. tlsstlmll1g $/lJster proportions yetlr 
after yetlr:. tInt il i17 some of tile sotltller;n Sttltes" stlcll liS L otljsioflCJ.. AltlD8mt!., 8nd 
... C;-ot/tll C8rolint!.. jt seems prootlDle tlltlt j/7 ten years'" time tile colored people J~''ill OJ·J·:n 
a/most tlS'mtlch Itlnd tiS the J'Jo'lljte people. (ci ted in Warner: 1957) p. 212) 

S eve ra 1 pro min e n t cit i zen san d 1e ad e rs ass 0 cia ted wit h the de vel 0 pm e n t 0 f 
Warnersvl11 e are buri ed in Uni on Cemetery. Accardi ng to Ethel Stephens Arnet tin her 
1955 history of Greensboro (p. 458), the body of former slave and community leader 
Harmon Unthank (di ed 1594) is interred there. Although hi s gravemerker no longer 
eXists) his sonJs is intact (.Jasper Unthank: 1850-1 9 11). In a 1941 interview by the 
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Greensboro Daily News) Unthank)s daughter) Alice Reynolds) states that he was a 
member of the First National Bank board of directors. According to Arnett) he was 
one of the two .first blacks to achieve such a position in North Carolina and possibly in 
the ent ira South. Servi ng with Unthank on the bank"s board of di rectors was Aaron 
Mendenhall) buried in the cemetery in 1906. (Arnett) 1 955: p.458) Alice Reynolds 
stetes in the newspaper interview that Unthank was also a Mason) a carpenter) and 
was well respected by the leaders of the white community. (cited in Creig: 1941) June 
1. Repri nted in Warner: 1957) p. 293) She geve i nsi ght to the work day of her 1 ete 
father) by gi vi ng thi s account to the Greensboro Dan y News: 

J"/y ttlthar N"ent to )')"ork tlt 6 tl.m. tlnd J·vorked tlilt 116 p.m. He 8rosa tlt 4 a.m. tlnd 
)')''Orked his g8rden JoJ,oj)icn stlpplied his f8mlly, the ileighbotlrs )'J'1,?O 1l8d nOl7E?, tlnd tlll 
tntlt the children cotlld sell to m8ke their 0)')''/7 monejJ. TIl8t ~~ ho)·)·· J')"e dressed 
ourselveS'. rv'e ntld every frtlit 8nd berry tntlt gre)')': I got tip every morning tlnd set Otlt 
pl8f1tS lint il t /me to go to school. Hen8d consider8ble Itlnd tJnd tlsed gretJt trtlcts for tJ 

g8rde17. (cited in Craig: 1941) June 1. Reprinted in Warner: 1957) p. 290) 

Stanley Newman"s 1 690 article for The Monthly Reyiew refers to Unthank as haying 
been a member of the County School Board since shortly after the end of the Civil War. 
( cit e din era i g: 1 9 4 1 J J un e 1. Rep ri n t e'd in Warn e r: 1 957 J p. 290) A c h a ra c t e ri z a ti 0 n 0 f 
Unthank and his contribution to Warnersville was written by a journelist in the 1941 
Greensboro Daily News article: 

... Certe/nly by Ilis oJoJt'17 eX8mple of indilstrjJ tlnd thrif!., ''tile bos~t encollr8ged his tello)·)·· 
freedmen in developing 8 sttlble type ot citizenry. J')'1,?lcll !Jes,. tlJrotlgll sllccessive 
generetion5., J'J"orked diligently 8nd been s8It-supporting. edtICeted its children in 
public schools 8nd in coIl eges end s t ejjed Otl t of po lice cOllrt tlnd je iJ (c i ted in Cra i g: 
1941) June 1. Repri nted in Warner: 1957) p. 289) 

I twas Unthank who named the communi ty ((Warnersvi 11 e. n When Yardl ey Wemer 1 eft 
the area onl y a few years after hi s 1862 arri val J hi s trusted fri end Unthank took over 
as the sales agent for the Phil adel phi a Associ ati on. (Crai g: 1941 1 June 1. Repri nted in 
Warner: 1957) p. 289-290) Unthank worked towards promoting black independence as 
a member of a group called the ((Radical Republicans J

n an 1860's pro-Negro group of 
whi ch one of the 1 eadi ng spokesmen was A 1 bi on Wi negar Tour:gee. Tourgee was 
ori gi nall y a carpetbagger of sorts) and became infamous in North Cerol ina for hi s 
championing of Negro civil rights and formation of the ((Loyal Reconstruction LeagueIJ 
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r in Guil ford County. (Gross: 1963 1 p. 24) Hi s newspaperl The Uni on Regi sterr focused 
part i cul erl y on events rel eted to ci v11 ri ghts in Warnersvi 11 e. He assi sted the Negroes 
in buying lend and helped to establish the Freedman1s Aid Society Day School in the 
basement room of what was then the Warnersville Me~hodi st Epi scopal Church (now 
st. Matthews Methodi st Church). A 1 soa writer of novel s based on the pl i ght of the 
blacks after the Civil War} Tourgee completed parts of his first novels while teaching 
at the day school. A character in one of Tourgee1s novel s was model ed after Unthank) 
and he used Warnersville as the basis for a fictional black community in his 
si gni fi cant 1 i terary work A Foors Errand. (01 sen: 19651 p. 76) 

Accardi ng to 1 ong-ti me resi dent Net tie Ledwell Jackson) the Jacksonvi 11e sect i on of 
Warnersvll1e was named for her in-laws) Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Jackson) who were 
highly regarded by the community. (J. Hodge and B. Hodge: 1986) p.l 0) Thomas Jackson 
was buried in Union Cemetery in 1903 according to his stone/s inscription. He had 
purchased land in 1884 through The Association. (Craig: 1941) June 1. Reprinted in 
Warner: 1957) p. 295) The former McAdoo School J founded in the late 1800:s as one of 
the fi rst Negro· school sin the ci tYJ was renamed 1 n hi s honor in 1926 as the 
uJacksonville Primary Schaar' according an article in the January 9) 1947 Greensboro 
Record. According to Nettie Jackson he served as the first janitor of the school. 

Among the large property owners buried in the cemetery are William Bailey and his 
wi feE m 11 y J who s est one) sin s c ri p t ion i n d i cat e she r de a t h 1 n 1 92 1 at the age 0 f 65. No 
death record or gravemarker exists for Mr. Bailey. The Baileys owned several blocks 
of rental property, supported the Jacksonville School) and were charter members of 
the community/s Shiloh Baptist Church. (J. Hodge and B. Hodge: 1986) pp. 8 & 25) 
Another prominent family of large land holdings was that of Henry Barringer and his 
wife Emeline Sellars. Mrs. Barringerls date of death is listed in her marker1s 
inscription as 1907. According to the Barringer1s granddaughter) Mrs. ~leanor Bennett) 
a natiYe of Warnersville.l Henry Barringer i~ also buried at Union. Barringer did not 
purchase hi~ land fromthe Philadelphia Association; instead it was given to him in 
1872 by his master) Colonel Barringer. In addition to owning rental duplexes which he 
bui 1 t on hi s propertYJ Henry Barri nger was a carpenter, mason) farmer J and preBcher. 
He helped to construct the first Shiloh Baptist Church building in 1892) as well as 
crafted its pulpit. Mrs. Bennett remembers that at one time the Barringers owned the 
only well in the area. ((Peopl e tracked all day to and fro carrying water for many 
different families. He als.() owned chickens) ducks) cows) and horses. 1I (cited in J. 
Hodge and B. Hodge: 1986 1 pp. 3 & 4) 
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s was ed in he cemetery in according to his 
stonels i nscri pt ion" is credi teo wi th the 1868 foundi ng of Warnersvill e Methodi st 
Epi scopal Church" today known as st. Mat thews Methodi sf Accordi ng to the church/s 
records" it is the oldest African-American church 1n Greensboro) and contributed much 
to the earl y growth and deyelopment of Warnersyi 11 e. (J. Hodge and B. Hodge: 1986" p. 
39) Bennett Seminary" one of the country/s first colleges for black women" was 
established in 1873 in the basement of the original church" which had served as the 
communi ty"s day school. (era; g: 1941 , June 1. Repri nted in Warner: 1957.1 p. 291) 
Alston J s obelisk-shaped gravestone is one of the most prominent markers in the 
cemetery. 

Another of the most prominent grayemarkers" an embell1shed tapered column) marks 
the Nocho family plot. Jacob R. Nocho) a railroad man" ci vi c leader, and one of the 
flrst principals of the "Negro graded school/" was buried in the cemetery in t 933. 
(Arnett: 1955,1 p. 455) ( Gui Hord County Death Records, book 44: 498) Nocho was 
described in the March'25" 1 928 Greensboro Dally News" as tt one of the most-respected 
Negroes ever to live in Greensboro.n Among the flnest black recreational facllities and 
golf courses in the South .. Greensboro's Nocho Park was named for him upon its 
opening in the, 1920·'s. It was established to provide black professionals a way in 
whi ch to 8yoid the if di ffl cu1 t situat i onn whl ch fated "those Negroes who wi shed to 
rise above the level of a slaye hut or an East Market street hovelJl (cited in Robinson 
and stoesen: 1980" p. 209) 

A few inscriptions bear the title of (fDoctor.1I Dr. J. Lot Bullock was' one of the first 
black physicians in the city. He was succeeded by Dr. James C. Waddy) whose 
grayemarker bears the cemetery"s latest date of death" 1 940. Dr. Waddy was qorn in 
Warnersville and served the community as a physician from an office in his home and 
often made home vj S1 ts. (J. Hodge and B. Hodge: 19S6J p. 15) Due to segregati on 
pract ices .. there was no hospital for treatl ng blacks unt 11 Dr. Charl es C. Stewart) 
among others) opened Trinity Hosp.ital on East Market Street in Greensboro in 1914. 
(Arnett: 1955) p. 353) Stewarrs graye is marked) but no date of death is listed. 
Bef ore the hospi tal opened) DaYi d J. Gil mer .. whose marker i ndi cates hi s 1 9 11 death" 
opened 6 makeshift treatment center for minor 6i1ments in his Warnersville home) 
according to Nettie Jackson. He was also owner of the community pharmacy. (J. Hodge 
and B. Hodge: 1986) p. 10) Gilmer and his wife" also buried in the cemetery) were 
former slaves belonging to Greensboro1s Judge John Gilmer. '(Craig: 1941" February 2) 
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Vlarnersvi 11e was a thri vi ng communi ty unt i 1 \"/orl d War I. Duri ng the 1 ate 1920s and 
early 1930s its development was not well regulated, and with a gro'vving number of 
absentee ownershi PSI the communltydecl i ned rapi dl y. Duri ng a 1960s redevelopment 
program .. the ci ty razed {he sl um area and repl aced it with publ i c and pri vate housi ng 
projects. The only remaining physical vestige of the community is the building which' 
housed the second Warnersville schoot the former J.C. Price Schoot novv owned by 
Gull ford Techni cal Community Coll ege. (Schlosser: 1990 .. September 23) p. 21) A 
b ro n z e p 1 a que com m iss ion e d by a 1 0 n g - t1 mere sid en t 0 f Warn e rs v i 11 e was p 1 ace don a 
boul der at the northeast corner of Ashe and South Streets by the Greensboro Housi ng 
Authority. The plaque eulogizes Yardley Warner as ((lawyer .. teacher~ preacher.') 
(Tilley: 1976) March 1/ p. 62). The only other tribute to the vastly significant historic 
Warnersville community is Union Cemetery. 

Artf stl c Context 

The rel at i ve e1 aborateness and sophi st i cali on of the gravemarkers found at Uni on are 
uni que among those found in the fevv survi vi ng earl y bl ack cemeteri es in the county. 
A lthough the markers do not approach the Vi ctori an extravagance of the funerary 
scul pture found in the contemporary Green Hi 11 Cemetery (1ocated near the promi nent 
-white neighborhood of Fisher Park on the northern side of the city) .. the size .. quality 
of craftsmanshi p and ornamentati on of these gravestones are test j mony to the 
relative prosperity of Warnersville. _Maplewood Cemetery for blacks) which opened in 
southeast Greensboro in' 1918 after the closing of Union) possesses unexceptional 
stel e and tab1 et markers of more consi stent styl e and si ze. Another bl ack cemetery, 
owned by the Fi rst 8apt i st and A.M.E. Methodi st Churches in the Quaker-establ i shed 
community of Oak Ridge in northwest Guilford County) has stones dating to the early 
1900s. However) the earl i est markers are of nai "Ie desi gn and are interspersed with 
modern markers si nce the cemetery is st ill in use. Thi s descri pt i on al so 
characteri zes the gravemarkers in the bl ack-owned Bass Chapel Methodi st Church 
Cemetery in northern Gui 1 ford County) wi th stones dat i ng from the 1660s to the 
present day. Thus, not onl y the e1 aborateness and sophi stication of j ts gravemarkers 
con t ri but e tot h e s i 9 n i fi can ceo fUn ion C e met e ry a sac 0 11 e c t ion 0 f fun era ry s c u 1 P t u re ) 
but al so the 1 ack of i ntrusi on by modern monuments. 
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