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of air power was limited during World War I. However, with the outbreak of hostilities in 1939, air power played a dominant role in the
victory of the Allies. Aircraft carriers quickly became the most important surface ships on the ocean surpassing battleships. Attack aircraft
launched from carriers led to major victories for America and its allies. The air campaign of the US Army Air Force and the Royal Air
Force greatly disrupted Germany's industrial production, and diverted valuable resources away from offensive weapons to air defense. These
achievements were gained above all by the "Allies' enormous industrial capacity which was the foundation of their air power.""? By the
beginning of 1945, Allied aircraft outnumbered their opponents by at least five to one.

The Cheoah Hydroelectric Development generated electricity to power Alcoa's plants during wartime. As the primary producer of aluminum
sheet metal, Alcoa played a major role in the manufacture of aircraft and other wartime products necessary for the victory of the allies in
World War II.

Alcoa continued to lead the aluminum industry in the post World War II years as it developed new uses for aluminum. Today, Alcoa
continues to be a leader in the aluminum industry and operates numerous concerns nationwide. The Cheoah Hydroelectric Development
remains an integral part of Alcoa’s hydroelectric developments in Tennessee and North Carolina, and continues to fuel its major regional
plants and work in conjunction with the Tennessee Valley Authority. Alcoa continues to be America's largest manufacturer of aluminum,
and its operations in Blount County, Tennessee, employ over 2,000 workers.

Additional information is located in the accompanying Multiple Property Documentation Form, “Historic Resources of the Tapoco
Hydroelectric Project.”

21cB. Dear, ed. The Oxford Companion to World War II, New Y ork, Oxford University Press, 1995), 22.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundary for the Cheoah Hydroelectric Development is shown as the dashed line on the accompanying map of the Cheoah Dam and
Powerhouse which is drawn at a scale of 1" =100' (map # TP526). The boundary includes approximately 25 acres in Graham County,
North Carolina. The property is bounded on the east by an imaginary line which is approximately 175' east of the eastern face of the Cheoah
Dam. The southern boundary is drawn totake in the Cheoah River Bridge and follows US 129 for a short length at its western end. The
western boundary follows an imaginary line approximately 300' from the western face of the Cheoah Powerhouse. The northern boundary
follows the southern right-of-way of US 129.

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundary for the Cheoah Hydroelectric Development is drawn to include all buildings and structures historically associated with the
property including the dam, powerhouse, penstock building, access bridge, and other support buildings. The boundary includes the buildings
and structures which comprise this development and the immediate environs of the property. No other buildings or structures are known
to be historically associated with this development
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Cheoah Hydroelectric Development
Graham County, North Carolina
Swain County, North Carolina
Photo by: Thomason and Associates
Date: September-December, 2001

Location of Negatives: North Carolina Division of Archives and History

Photo No. 1 of 14: Overall view of the Cheoah Hydroelectric Development, view to the northeast.

Photo No. 2 of 14: Cheoah Dam, view to the northeast.

Photo No. 3 of 14: Cheoah Dam Gatehouse, 1947, view to the northeast.
Photo No. 4 of 14: Cheoah Dam Gatehouse, 1919, view to the southeast.

Photo No. 5 of 14 Cheoah Dam Tram Bridge, view to the west.
Photo No. 6 of 14: Cheoah Dam Penstock, 1947, view to the east.

Photo No. 7 of 14: Cheoah Powerhouse, west and north facades, view to the southeast.

Photo No. 8 of 14: Cheoah Powerhouse, interior.
Photo No. 9 of 14: Cheoah Powerhouse, interior, office.

Photo No. 10 of 14: Cheoah Powerhouse, west wing, view to the southeast.
Photo No. 11 of 14: Cheoah Powerhouse, storage wing, north facade, view to the south.

Photo No. 12 of 14: Cheoah River Bridge, view to the east.
Photo No. 13 of 14: Shop Building, view to the southwest.

Photo No. 14 of 14: Lunch Room, view to the west.
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Figure No. 1. Cheoah Hydroelectric Development general plan.
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Figure No. 2, The Cheoah Hydroelectric Development, cross section of powerhouse.
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Map No. 1. Site Plan and Photo Key for the Cheoah Hydroelectric Development. (not to scale)






