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historic name Smith, Hj]]iam G. Honse 
other names/site number 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

[]:private 

D public-local 

D pUblic-State 

D public-Federal 

countYGranvi J J e 

Category of Property 

o building(s) 

CXJ district 

o site o structure o object 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

Historic and Arcbitectllral Resources of 

~a1f~/~jJelaICRiPJnby ceMArc~#onC a r 01 ina 

not for publication 

vicinity 

code 077 zip code 27565 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 

2 1 buildings 

2 

___ sites 

___ structures 

_--..,-_ objects 
__ l __ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register --.JdO'----

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

fi] nomination 0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opin'o, prope 0 es not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheek~ 
/ ' " 1-29-6"<1 

~~~-------

Date 

State Historic preservation Officer 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

L_siat~_~ral agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 

Date 

------------------------------------------------------------------------
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

[J entered in the National Register. 

D See continuation sheet. 

D deterrrdned eligible for the National 

Register. 0 See continuation sheet. 

o determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic-single dwelling 
Agriculture/Subsistence 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Georgian 
Other: transitional Georgian/Federal 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic-sin Ie dwelli 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

tou ndation _b_r_i_c_l_c _-:--__ ::---________ _ 
walls ___ \\1_e_a_t_h_e_r_b_o_a_r_d ________ _ 

roof me tal 
other "\\100 d 

concrete 

IX] See continuation sheet 
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Ii i ~> i n gat the he ado fag )-"' C:\ vel )---. 0 e\ d t hat win d s t h )---. 0 ugh 
cultivated fields, and backed by the waters of Kerr Lake that 
were once confined within the banks of Beaver Pond Creek, the 
William Gn Smith House is the only true tripartite dwelling 
s tan din gin G r' a n viII e Co u y, t y . Its dis tin c t i vet h )---. e e - p a )---. t f 0)---' m -
a central two-story block flanked by one-story wings - is in 
fair condition and intact. The finish of its exterior and 
interior also retains a significant portion of its original 
integrity and is representative of the style and craftsmanship of 
the county's finer Georgian and transitional Georgian/Federal 
sty 1 e, p J. ant at ion e)-"' apt"' 0 p e)-"' tie s . The p t .... 0 pet" t yin c 1 u des, i n 
add i t i 0 y, tot he h 0 I.l S e , an 0)-"' i gin a lot"' e a )-"' I Y s ni 0 k e h 0 use and an 
early twentieth century tenant house. 

The central block of the house is pierced by paired doors at 
its first floor, a single door at its second floor and a louver 
at the ape x 0 fit s f)-"' 0 n t fa c i n 9 gab 1 e. The r" a i sed, six - p a )"" e 1 
doors of its main entry and the fourteen light? rectangular 
t r"' a n S 0 rn abo vet hem, as weI 1 as the wid e t h )-"' e e ~- p a )-"' t s U )-"')-"' 0 U n d i )r, t () 
w hie h the y a )-"' e set, a )-... e 0)---' i gin a 1 . Ma t chi n g s u )-",)---. 0 un d s e 1 s e \.o'J he t--. e 
at the central block are also original, though the window sash 
has bee n a I t e)-'" e d ov e t--. the yea )-... s . I~ two - tie)---', I ate n i net e e nth 
century porch, adorned with sawn woodwork at its upper reach, 
shades the front of the central block. An original interior end, 
brick chimney rises at its rear gable end. Affixed to this gable 
is an ea)-"l y t went i et h cent u)-.... y, one-'st o)-.... y, kit chey, wing. 

The wings that flank the central block are the subordinate 
e 1 em e n t s 0 f the t)-.... i P a )-" tit e com po sit i 0 l'"' • S h 0)-" t e r.... and rn 0)-.... e s hal low 
than their central anchor, their ~ables are demurely turned to 
the sides. They are stylistically and physically united with the 
c e l'"' t t .... a I b I 0 c k by the i r" 0 r'" i gin a I mol d e d box COr .... n ice s , b r" i c 1-<. 
foundations (now supplemented in places by concrete blocks) and 
h e a v y t i fl1 be r"' f t" ami l'"' 9 • Inc 0 m pan y wit h the c e n t r .... alb I 0 c k , the y 
are sheathed in weatherboards and topped by metal roofs. Their 
surrounds are original and match those of the main block, though 
their window sash has been altered. Their gable ends have also 
been changed; narrow, twentieth century, brick flues now stand in 
the stead of the original chimneys" 

The plan and form of the house - if one substitutes the 
w 0)-.... d s "b 0 xed s t a i )-" " fOr" " s t air.... h a I I " - iss u c c inc t 1 y des C)-" i bed i 1'"1 

a l'''e 1 at ed cant ext by Thornaf5 T. Wat er .... rnan i n ]=-~~~~1~ __ A)-"ch i t_~ct Ur"'~_ 
" I t corn p t .... i s est w 0 r" 0 0 m s, " hew)-" i t e s , "one 
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behind the other, in the central block, with a stair hall in one 
co}''' Y'I e }''' . The fa cad e be cam e 0 f c CI n s; ide ),,, a b 1 e i rn po r" tan c E? , as 
the central block was covered by a pediment, creating a strong 
f 0 c a I poi )"'1 t w h i c h was fUr" the}''' ace e n t u ate d by the win 9 s. II [ 1 ] 
(His description was of an early design by Thomas Jefferson of 
Monticello.) Much of the Georgian and transitional 
Georgian/Federal style finish of the hall and parlor of the 
central block and the flanking one-room wings remains intact, no 
notable changes having been wrought inside the dwelling. Heavily 
raised panels adorn the original boxed stairway and six-panel 
do 0 'r" S , so I'll e 0 f w hie h r" eta i n han d - f 0 'r" g ed, H - L h i n g e s . 0 f" i gin a 1 
three-part surrounds enframe the doors a~d windows. And 
wainscoting formed of flat panels set in a grid of heavily molded 
stiles continues to add to the dignity of the hall. 

Its once extensive lands have been reduced to a single acre 
and most of its outbuildings have been removed, but the 
property's integrity remains intact. It still retains at the 
rear of its acre an original or early, unusually tall, mortised, 
tenoned and pegged smokehouse. A non-contributing, early 
twentieth century tenant house, one-story tall and of frame 
construction, stands to the dwelling's southern side. 

1. Fr"ances Benj am i n Johnst 0\ .... 1 a)"',d Thomas Ti 1 est on Wat e'r"'rnan, I~ 
s .. ~~tt"'J:.Y._A 'r" c bi .. tee t IJ r"' e .:. f .--'~t~:;1 r" ~.,~G .. ?'-J..:91i..D.~~.'1." ( C hap e 1 H ill : Un i v e or'" sit Y 
of North Carolina Press? 1941), p. 37. 



Dnationally 

Applicable National Register Criteria IX] A DB fXJ C D 0 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DAD B Dc DoD E D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 

Arcb;tectllre 
AgriCJ11tllre 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
1790-1816 to 1865 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

ArchitecV8u ilder 
unknown 

Significant Date~ 

1790-1816 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[XJ See continuation sheet 
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The William G. Smith House is one of Granville County's 
oldest properties and its only true surviving tripartite 
d we 1 lin g . ( The n ear" by S Y cam 0 r" e Va J. ley has an ext e r" i 0 'r" t)"" i P a )"" tit e 
form, but does not conform with the common elements of the plan; 
the Br"yant -K i ngsbur"y I-kluse in Ox foy'd is a close but l'",ot e><act 
e><ample of the form.) Its Georgian and transitional 
Georgian/Federal ,style finish is among the finest and most 
complete of the county's late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
century properties. (See associated Property Type 1 - Georgian 
and Federal Style Dwellings) A striking dwelling located at the 
he ado far" 0 ad, its t a 1'"1 d son C':U'", a C r'" e 0 f p r" 0 per'" t y 2:\ 1 m 0 s t 1 a p p e d by 
1-\ e r'" r" L a I...'. e t 0 its r" ear" . A P P r" 0 P r'" i ate], y, its we s t - fa c i n 9 fa cad e i s 
s 1 i 9 h t I yin c 1 i ned tow a r'" d s Vir" gin i a, the horn e I and 0 fit s 
tripartite form, which is visible from its upstairs windows. [1J 
In form and fashion, it is representative of the wealth and 
worldliness of the county~s plant~rs during its plantation era 
period of significance. (See associated Historic Context 1 - The 
Plantation Era in Granville County, 1746-1865) 

The exterior appearance of the house is quite similar to 
that of a small number of dwellings built in North Carolina's 
bor"der"', 0 I d tobacco be], t count i es in Or" neal· ... the ], ast decade of 
the eighteenth century and the first decade of the nineteenth, 
s i >< of wh i ch ar"'e pi ct ur"'ed in Iyl i 11 s Lay',e' s 8rchj.: . ..t ~£:j~ .. 91·"'.~_ ot_.:t.h~_O l....d_ 
? 0 '-it h.l.. __ tiq r'" the a):"' 0 1. i n ~. Tw 0 0 f the s e six we r" e r"' a i sed tot hew est 
.. - the W ill i a fn Bet he], H 0 use, Roc kin 9 ham Co un 'I:; y, c. :I. 7'3 (> , and the 
Solomon Graves House, Caswell County, c. 1790 - and four to the 
e a s tin H a 1 i fax Co un t y - the H a r'" r'" i s P I ace, un d ate d , the Tho fI1 a s 
Blount Hi 11 House, c. 1793, the Sa]'ly-Bi lly House, c. 1808, and 
the Reid-Williams-Macon House, c. 1810. [2J The interior of 
S mit h' s h 0 use i sal so qui t e s i fn i 1 en" tot h e i n t e r"' i 0)"" pIa 1'", s CI f 
the s e r" e sid e 1'"1 C e S N ( All 0 f the sed weI 1 i n g s h a v e p Or'" c he s 
stretching across their center blocks that rise only one-story in 
height, suggesting that the present porch of Smith~s house is 
taller than its predecessor.) 

The dwelling was probably raised within the quarter century 
that preceded the 1816 death of its first known owner, William G. 
Smith, a wealthy planter. (Smith is recorded as having purchased 
23 tracts of land in the county between 1760 and 1815 and, 
because of the inexact descriptions of property boundaries in 
these deeds, it cannot be determined which deed applies to the 
property upon which he built his dwelling") According to the 
w ill 0 f S rll i t h' s d aug h tel'" - i n - 1 a w , Sa], ], y S fIl i t h [ W i I], Boo k i 5 ~ P age 



NPS Form iO-900-a 
(&-88) 

the I 

Section number _8__ Page 2 

OMB ApproVdJ No. 1024-0018 

109J, the plantation in 1841 included 32 slaves. In 1842, the 
year it left the Smith family, it encompassed 1416 acres [Deed 
Boo k 1 3, P age .3 2 9] . Its u b <,;:; e que n t 1 Y c h c;\ n 9 e c/ han d san u fI1 be r.... 0 f 
times [Deed Book 20, Page 235 (1~58); Deed Book 63, Page 493 
(1904); Deed Book 92, Page L~99 (1932); Deed Book 197, Page ;,:::39 
(1936); Deed Book 108, Page 242 (1941); Deed Book 106, Page 126 
(1942)J until it was given to its present owner, Fred Henderson, 
a for .... rn e r.... ten ant, by A 1 maS t 0 valli n :L 985. 0 n e 0 u t b u i I din g s til I 
survives from the plantation era, an original or early, pegged 
smokehouse at its rear; a non-contributing early twentieth 
century tenant house also stands near the house. (See associated 
P r .... 0 per .... t y Ty p e 6 - 0 u t b u i ]. din g s ) The d weI 1 i n r~' 5 per .... i 0 d 0 f 
significance does not extend beyond 1865, the end of the 
plantation era, however, because its property has been reduced to 
one a c r .... e and i t r' e·t a ins no con t r .... i but i \,", g b u i 1 din ~l s 0 r" s t r'" U c t u ) .... E.' S , 

ot her'" than the nea)-"'by t enay,t house? that r"'e I at e to its use in the 
post-Civil War years as a bright leaf tobacco farm. 

[ 1 J F)-'" a n c e s Bey, jam i n J 0 h n s ton and Tho mas Til est 0 n (,.J ate)-.... man , I.tL~L 

~@.t~_y~c.~.!Jl_t_~_c t u r"' § 0 f _.l::l~:1 r .... t h _C2.~]""' 0 ~jXL-<h_ ( C hap e 1 H ill : Un i v e r .... 5 i t Y 
o f Nor' t h Car'" 0 lin aPr .... e s s 'I 1 9 L~ 1 ) 'I P • .3 7 • Wa t e r" rn a n c)-... e d its the 
origins of the form to the Randolph-Semple (or James Semple) 
H 0 use b u i 1 tin W i J. 1 i a rn s bur'" 9 , Vir'" gin i a , c N 1 782 , and toR 0 be r'" t 
fYj 0 r'" r" ~ s ' ? ~l e _c; t. __ A r'" C b. i t 8..f' t ..1.\.]""' e , pub 1 ish e cI i n Lon d 0 y, i n 1 '765 . /YJ i 1. I 5 

Lane at page 111 of his Ar-'ch it ect u)-:"§L..!;~. __ .t h~_.JJ..Lci __ .2!;'uJ h ~ _._Nr:~t~~ 
~ a )-" 0 ~ ina 'I. ( S a van n a h : Bee h i ve P r'" e s s , 1 985 ) 9 i ve s rn 0 r" e C r" e d itt Cr 

Morris' illustrations, because the form had become so widespread 
in North Carolina's border, old tobacco belt counties by the 
ope n i n 9 0 f the n i net e e nth c e n t u r'" y . The S e rn pIe H 0 use i s pic t u r'" e d 
at p age '3:l i n l~ a r.:J...Y_~::.f:'_ hit e c;" t IJ ) .... e~::,1-~ ... J~g 'r" t h __ c a..t" 0 L~XL@... 

[2J 
121. 

pages 111-



Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Granville County Wills. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Johnston, Frances Benjamin and Waterman, Thomas Tiletson, The Early 
Architecture of North Carolina, Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 1985 -

Lane, Mills, Architecture of the Old South, North Carolina, Savannah: 
Beehive Press, 1985 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): o preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
o previously listed in the National Register 
o previously determined eligible by the National Register 
o designated a National Historic Landmark o recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNey# _____________________________ _ 
o recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # ____________________________ _ 

o See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
o State historic preseNation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

Acreage of property -------..Q8.,..p--+p.J-Jr---'o.....,x.A.--l.j..J..IIDJ.-'a;;j,-t'---=p...I.] ..Jjy'----I..---Qa ..... c.....l.r.....l;p~ _________________________ _ 

UTM References 
A W 17 1:£122 1 31 d 141 d ~61 LiJ6 101 

Zone Easting Northing 
C LLJ I I 1 I 1 1 I I 1 I 1 I 1 1 1 

B LLJ I I 1 I 
Zone Easting 

D LLJ II 1 I 

D See continuation sheet 

I 1 I 1 

Northing 
I 1 I 1 

Verbal Boundary Description 
The boundary of the William G. Smith House is the entire 

one acre parcel on which it is located, as shown on the accompanying 1985 
survey map of the property of Freddie and Mary B. Henderson, and as described 
in the accompanying deed of 1985 recorded on Deed Book 255, Page 741. 

D See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
The boundaries include the house and smokehouse that 

have been a part of the William G. Smith House and that maintain historic 
integrity. The boundaries follow legally recorded property lines. Former 
lands associated with the plantation have been sold off and subdivided. 

D See continuation sheet 

rown rc ltectura lstorlan atrlcla speron lstorlan 
organization Gr an v l I lee oun t y- Ox ford. Hi s t? ric S urve:Mate ......--_8_7_1--=-7..,..7-";8:-7----,.--,~~-.-:,,,.-;:;-------__ 
street & number P.O. Box 1556(State Hlstorlc Pres. Ofefeprlone 919-693-1491 
city or town Oxf ord state N. C . zip code 27565 
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NORTH CAROLINA 

GRANVILLE COUNTY 

THIS DEED, made and entered into this the d..a.y of 

_______ ~~~/2~~~4W~~t~~~-----' 1985, by and between C. Allen Stovall and 

wife, Alma Y. Stovall, parties of the first part, to Freddie 

Henderson and wife, Mary B. Henderson, parties of the,second 

part; 

W I T'N E SSE T H: 

That the said parties of the first part, in consideration of 

natur:al i'ove ~nd affection, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell 

and convey un to the said paTties of the second part, as tenan ts 

by the entirety, their heirs and assigns, and to the survivor, 

his or h~r heirs and assigns, that certain lot or parcel of land 

lying and being situate in Sassafras Fork Township, Granville, 

County, North Carolina and more particularly ,described as 

follows: 

" 

BEGINNING at a point designated as the control corner on the 
'hereinafter referred to survey, said beginning point being in the 
northern margin of N.C.S.·R. '1527, at the eastern end of said 
N.C .. S.R. #1527, and being 0 .. 6 miles east of N.C.S.Re 11500', and 
from said beginning point and being new lines in the lands of C. 
A. Stovall S. 72 v 42' 20" E. 217.23 feet to an iron pipe; thence 
S. 20 v 58' 15~ w. 219.79 feet to an iron pipe; thence N. 72 v 10' 
17M W. 181.50 feet to a point; thence N. Ilv 37' 15~~.-218.57 
feet to the poLnt and, ~lace of beginning, containing,,~.O?) 
acres, more, or ~ess, according to plat and survey by G";--Vance 
Powell, R.L.S., dated November 19, 1985, a copy of which is 

,attached ~ereto and incorporated ~erein by reference • 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the aforesaid tract or parcel of land 

and all privileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging, unto 

them the said parties of the second part, as tenants by the 

entirety, 'their heirs and assigns, and to the survivor, his or 

her heirs and assigns in fee simple forever. 

WATI<IN',FlNCH&HOf>PER" IIIGllliAMST • PO BOX 247 • OXFOOO,NOATHCAROUNA27S65 • 9196938161 
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