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1. Name of Property
historic name  Smith, William G Hoiise
other names/site humber

2. Location
street & number St+ate Road 1527 NL/Zpnot for publication
city, town _ Bu1lack L] vicinity
state North Carolinacode NC countyGranville code 77 zip code 7545
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[Stprivate [ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ 1public-local (%] district ) 1___ buildings
[__—_] public-State D site sites
D public-Federal D structure structures
[ object . objects
2 I Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Historic and Architectural Resources of listed in the National Register a)

1 SR Eaderal AGEREY Cenlifichtion < 011 1a

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
@nommatlon Drequest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my op? Q,‘%prop % /)ges not meet the National Register criteria. DSee contmuatuon She?’/qf/

¢

Signature of certifying official Date

_State Historic Preservation Qfficer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ Imeets [_ldoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
{:]entered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.
[ ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. DSee continuation sheet.
E]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.
[ Jother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling Domestic-single dwelling

Agriculture/Subsistence

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
foundation __Prick

Georgian walls weatherboard

Other: transitional Georgian/Federal

roof metal
other wood
concrete

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

E\aSee continuation sheet
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Section number __7 Page __1 DESCRIPTION

Risirg at the head of a gravel road that winds through
cultivated fields, and backed by the waters of Kerr Lake that

were once confined within the barnks of Beaver Fond Creek, the
William G. 8mith House is the only true  tripartite dwelling
standing in Granville County. Its distinctive three—-part form -
a central twoi-story block flanked by one—-stoory wings — is iw
fair conditicon and  intact. The finish of its exterior  and
interior  also retains a significant portion of  dits original

integrity and is representative of the style and craftsmanship of
the county’s fFfiner Georgian and transitional Georpgian/Federal
style, plantation era properties. The property includes, in
additiown  to the house, arr original or early snokehouse and  an
early twerntieth cerntury ternant house.

The central block of the house is pierced by paired doors at
its  first floor, a single door at its second floos and a louwver
at the apex of its front facing gable. The raised, six—panel
doors of dts mainm entry and the fourteen light, rectangular
transom above them, as well as the wide three—-part surrownd into
which they are set, are ariginal. Matching surrounds elsewhere
at the cerntral block are also original, though the window sash
has beern altered over the years. A two-tier, late nineteenth
century poreh, adorrned with sawrn woodwork at its  upper  reach,
shades the front of the central block. Arvi origimal intericr end,
brick chimney rises at its rear gable end. Affixed to this pable
is an early twentieth century, ocrme-story, kitchern wing.

The wirgs that flank the central blocock are the subordinate
elements of the tripartite composition. Shorter and more shallow
tharr their central anchor, their gables are demurely turrned to
the sides. They are stylistically and physically united with the
central block by their original molded box  cornices, brick
foundations (row supplemented in places by concrete blocks)  and
heavy ‘timber framirng. In company with the central block, they
are sheathed in weatherboards and topped by metal roofs. Their
surrounds are oeiginal and matceh those of the main block, though
their window sash has beern altered. Their pable ends have alsa
beern charnged; rnarraow, twentieth century, brick flues row stand in
the stead of the original chimneys.

The plan and Form of the house — if orme substitutes  the
words "boxed stair” for "stair hall” - is succinctly described in
a related context by Thomas T. Waterman in The Early Architecture
of  Neowth Carmslina. "It comprises two rooms, " he writes, "oone
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behind the other, iv the central block, with a stair hall in one
CorTer. . . The facade hbecame of conmsiderable importance, as
the centyral block was covered by a pediment, creating a strong

focal point which was further accentuated by the wings." L13
(His descriptiorn was of arn early desigrn by Thomas Jeffersorn of
Mot icel 1o, ) Much o f the Georgian arid transitional

Gem~gian/Federal style finish of the bhall and parloce of the
central block and the flarking owne—yoom wirngs remains intact, Vi
riotable changes having beern wrought inmside the dwelling. Heavily
raised panels adorn the original boxed stairway and six-—-parnel
doors, some of which retain hand-forged, H—-L hirnges. Origimal
three—-part surrounds enframe  the doors  and wirdows. And
wainscoting formed of flat parels set ivm a grid of heavily molded
stiles cormtinues to add to the dignity of the hall.

Its onece extensive lands have beer reduced to a single acre

and most of its outbuildirngs have been removed, but the
property’s dntegrity remains intact. It still retainms at the
rear of its acre an original or early, wrusually tall, mortised,
teroned awnd pegged smokehouse. A ron—comtribut ing, early
twentieth century ternanmt house, orne-astory tall and of frame

covestruction, stands to the dwelling's southern side.

1. Frances Benjamiv Johwnstonm and Thomas Tileston Watermarn, The
Early Architectuwre of North Carolina, (Chapel Hill: University
of Neoovth Carolina Press, 1941), p. 37.




8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[:) nationally [:] statewide @ locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [‘Z]A DB k]c DD
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DA (18 [Jc [b DE [ F DG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Date
Architecture 1790-1816 tao 1865 1780-1816

Agrion]fnr@

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[—X__ISee continuation sheet
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The William G. Smith House is ome of Granville County’s
oldest  properties and  its  only true surviving tripartite
dwelling. (The rearby Sycamore Valley has an exterior tripartite
Forn, but does rnot conform with the commorn elements of the plarng
the EBryarnt—-Kirngsbury House iv Oxfoord is a close but  nmot exact

example o the fovrn. ) Its Georgilar ard transitional
Geocrgian/Federal style fiwnish is among the finest and  most
complete of the county’s late eighteenth and early nineteenth
century praperties. (See associated Praoperty Type 1 —  Georpgian

and Federal Style Dwellings) A striking dwelling located at the
head of a road, it stands on am acre of property almost lapped by

Herr Lake to its rear. Approapriately, its west—-facing facade is
slightly inclined towards Virginia, the homeland of its
tripartite form, which is visible from its upstairs windows. L117
I form and fashiaon, it is representative of the wealth end
worldliness of the county’s planters during its plantation  era
period of significance. (Bee associated Historic Comtext 1 — The

Flarntation Era in Granville County, 1746-186%5)

The exterior appearance of the house is guite similar  to
that of a small wumber of dwellings built inm North  Carclina’s
border, old  tobaceos belt counties in or rnear the last decade of
the eighteernth certury and the first decade of the nineteenth,
six of which are pictured in Mills Lane’'s Architectwe of the 0Old
Seooth, North Carclina. Twa of these six were raised to the west
~ the William Rethel House, Rockivgham County, c. 1790, and the
Solomor Graves House, Caswell County, . 1790 - and four to the
gast in Halifax Cocounty — the Harris Place, undated, the Thomas
Blounmt Hill House, C 1793, the 8Sally—-Rilly House, . 1808, and
the Reid-Williams~—Macocon House, Cu 1810, [2] The interior of
Smith’s house is also quite similar to the interiocr plans  of
these residences. (A1l of these dwellirngs have porches
stretching across their center blocks that rise only orne-story in
height, suggesting that the present poreh of Smith’s house is
taller tham its predecessor.)

The dwellivng was prabably raised within the qguarter cerntury
that preceded the 1816 death of its first known owner, William G.
Smith, a wealthy planter. (Smith is recorvded as having purchased

=3 tracts of land in the county betweern 1760 and 1815 and,
because of the irvexact descriptions of property boundaries in
these deeds, it carmncot be determined which deed applies to  the

property  upown which he built his dwelling.) Accowding to  the
will of Smith’s daughter—in-1aw, Sally Smith [Will Book 15, Fage
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10973, the plantaticon in 1841 irncluded 38 slaves. Ive 1842, the
year it left the Smith family, it encompassed 1416 acres [Deed
Book 13, Fage 329]. It subsequently changed harnds a rnumber of

times [Deed Book 20, Fage 235 (1838)3; Deed Book 63, Fage 4953
(13904) 3 Deed RBook 32, Fage 499 (193&)3; Deed Rook 97, Fage 239
(1936) 3 Deed RBook 108, RFage =42 (1941):% Deed Book 106, Page 126
(194201 until it was pgiven to its present owner, Fred Hendersor,
a former ternant, by Alma Stovall in 1985, Orne outbuilding still
survives from the planmtation era, arn original or early, pegqped
smakehouse at  its reary; a rmnon-contributing early  twentieth
century ternant house also stands rear the house. (See associated
Froperty Type & — Outbuildings) The dwelling’s period of
significance does rnot extend beyond 1865, the end of the
plantation era, however, because its property has been reduced to
orme acre arnd it retains no comtributivng buildings o structures,
other thanm the rearby ternant house, that relate to its use in the
post-Civil War years as a bright leaf tobacco farm.

L11  Frances Renjamin Johnstorn and Thomas Tileston Watermar, The
Early Architecture of North Carolina, (Chapel Hill: University
of Novth Carolina Fress, 1941, D 37 Waterman credits the

origins of  the Fform to the Randolph-Semple (o James Semple)
House built in Williamsburg, Virgiria, o 1782, and to Robert
Morris? Select Architectuwre, published in Londown in 1765, Mills
Larme at page 111 of his Architecture of the 0ld Souath, Nyt h
Carmlina, (Savarnvah: Beehive FPress, 1985%) pgives more credit to
Morris? illustrations, because the form had become so widespread
ivm  North Caroclina’s border, old tobaceco belt cowrties by the
coperning of the rnineteenth century. The Semple House is pictured
at page 91 iv Early Architectwre of North Carolirng.

Architectuwre of the 0Old Scuth, Neovth Caralina, pages 111-
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

Granville County Wills. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

Johnston, Frances Benjamin and Waterman, Thomas Tiletson, The Early
Architecture of North Carolina, Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina

Press, 1985

Lane, Mills, Architecture of the 01d South, North Carolina, Savannah:
Beehive Press, 1985

DSee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested l—_XJState historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register [:]Other State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register I:] Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark D Local government
[:] recorded by Historic American Buildings [:] University
‘Survey # DOther
[:] recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property approximately 1 acre

UTM References
A|_J__J_1||7J?1ﬁ?|’%|d wd ael ae10l BLol Lo by bbbl

Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

clod b by v bbby by o 38 IV I I TR A I T A T

[:]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description )
The boundary of the William G. Smith House is the entire

one acre parcel on which it is located, as shown on the accompanying 1985
survey map of the property of Freddie and Mary B. Henderson, and as described
in the accompanying deed of 1985 recorded on Deed Book 255, Page 741.

[:]See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The boundaries include the house and smokehouse that

have been a part of the William G. Smith House and that maintain historic
integrity. The boundaries follow legally recorded property lines. Former
lands associated with the plantation have been sold off and subdivided.

I:]See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
Marvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian

Granville County-Oxford Historic Surveyy, 8/17/87

P.0. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. OEEp&me 919-693-1491
C. ﬂpam827565

nameftitle
organization

street & number
city or town Oxford state
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NORTH CAROLINA
GRANVILLE COUNTY
THIS DEED, made and entered into this the Zévac day of

77§%u@h(zgz&/ , 1985, by and between C. Allen Stovall and

wife,~Alma Y. Stovall, parties of the first part, to Freddie

Henderson and wife, Mary B. Henderson, parties of the. second

‘part;

‘.W I T'N ES S E T H:

That the sald parties of the first part, in consideration of
natural love ;qd affection, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell
ana cénvey unto the said parties of the second part, as tenants
by the éntirety, their heirs and assigns, and to the survivor,
ﬁis or her heirs and assigns, that certain lot or parcel of land
lying and being situate in Sassafras Fork Township, Granville
County, North Carolina and more particularly described as
follows:

BEGINNING at & point designated as the control corner on the

‘hereinafter referred to survey, said beginning point being in the
‘northern margin of N.C.S.R. #1527, at the eastern end of said

N.C.S.R, #1527, and being 0.6 miles east of N.C.S.R. #1500, and
from said beginning point and being new lines in the lands of C.
A. Stovall S. 72% 42' 20" B. 217.23 feet to an iron pipe; thence
S. 20¥ S8' 15" W. 219.79 feet to an iron pipe; thence N. 72" 10!

17 W. 181.50 feet to a point; thence N, 11* 37! lS'/Er~2%8.S7

feet to the point and place of beginning, containingul.OO)
acres, more or less, according to plat and survey by G+—Vance
Powell, R.L.S., dated November 19, 1985, a copy of which is

.attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.

lTO HAVE AND TO HOLD the aforesaid tract Ar parcel of land
and all pri&ileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging, unto
them(thé sald parties of the second part, as tenants by thé
entirety,'their heirs and assigns, and to the survivor, his or
her heirs and assigns in fee simple forever,
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WATKING, FINCH & HOPPER o 111 GILLLAMST o PO BOX 247 o OXFORD,NORTH CAROLINA 27565 © 9196938161
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