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 This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for-individual-properties-or districts.- See-instructions-in-Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking “‘x’’ in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ““N/A"" for “‘not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets

(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name _Adoniram Masonic Lodge
other names/site number

listed in the National Register

2. Location
street & number ,JTunction of Statre Road 1410 & Statre Road 1300 N/AO! for publication
city, town  Cornwall vicinity
stateNorth Carolina code NC county Granwville code ()77 zip code 27545
3. Classification
Ownership of Property - Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[jprivate ] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
] public-local district | buildings
[ Ipublic-State [ Isite sites
]:] public-Federal D structure structures
[:] object ______ objects
I | Total
ﬁirget%l;%aéed a%%tip&rp&?f@é lg%@r al Resources of Number of contributing resources @rewously

a

3

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

@ nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Plac Eﬁmeets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
me

In lecfﬂ e prope s doeg not meet the National Register criteria. DSee contmuanon/sf;;et é’/?
Signature of certlfylng offlmal 3

Date
State Historic Preservatlo fflcer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [_Imeets [_ldoes not meet the National Register criteria. [_Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[Jentered in the National Register.
DSee continuation sheet.
[ ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. [_]see continuation sheet.
[ ]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ Iremoved from the National Register.
[Jother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Social-meeting hall

Education-school

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Social-meeting hall

7. Description

—Architectural-Classification.. .. .
(enter categories from instructions)

Other: I-house

~Materials (enter categories from instructions)

) brick
foundation s 1 .
weagtherbogrd
walls
roof metal
other wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

KX ] see continuation sheet
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Section number ! Page 1 DESCRIPTION

The basic form and materials of the Adornirvam Masornic Lodge -
it is  two stories tall and ocnne-room deep, built of frame and
caovered with weatherboards —~ is that of many dwellivgs raised in
Granmville County duing the bright leaf era. Its exterior finmish
arnd interiocr plar, however, separate it from the ubiguitous,
local, rural I-house. A poreh with enclosed end bays, adommned
with tuwrned posts and feathery cut brackets, erosses its Four-
hay, facade-gabled, front elevation. While the use of tuwrned and
sawr  ornament, and facade pgables decorated with fish-scale
shingles, is  commoyn iv late mineteenth and early twentieth
cerntiury architecture in the county, both the uwse of erclosed end
bays and a fouwr rather thanm three bay front elevation are guite
uridsunal. The irvterioy  organizaticon of  the building also
separates it from its residential contempomraries. Its downstairs
has two egual sized rooms, divided by floor to ceiling doors, and
o center hallway. The two doors of the front facade's center
bays - formed of six parnels stacked atop each other — lead into
each of these rooms. The layout reflects the downstairs!?
criginal  functiorn as a school. The plan of the upstairs also
reflects its origivnal amd continwing fuamcetion, that of a Masonico
lodpge. Reached by & stair that opens from the southeastery porch
bay, it corntaivs  one large rooom, a side hallway and & small
prepavation room at the hall’s rear. A similar upstairs plan was
employed at the Masomic Lodge of the Mt. Energy Historic District
in southerrn Granville County — also nomivated to the Mationmal
Register — which was built iv the 18%50s. The Mt. Evnergy Lodge
was  alsos home  to a school at its  Ffivst flooe.

The Masors completely paneled over the upstairs of the lodge
in the early 1970s, concealing the windows,  which they then
painted over or boarded up o the outside. The inmterice still
retains many of its original suwrvounds, however, which are marked
by irncised posts and lintels and shallow bull’s—-eye covrnerblocks.

Shifted a few hundred yards to ite present site in 1948
because of charnpges in the roadway, the building rnow stands oo an

approxXximately orne acre wedpe of property facing the junction  of
the Oak Hill and Cornwall roads. T its rear, which was once
extended by a one-story frame ell, iz a strip of +trees that
separates it ~ from an  expanse of  tobacco fields. ST ST o b

contributing frame storage buildivg, probably built after the
buildinrg was moved, stands to its north.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

l:l nationally I:I statewide locally
Applicable National Register Criteria  [X]A [ _]B c [Jb

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DA D B []c D D |:| E [:] F DG

~8ignificant Dates

1917

-Areas-of Significance (enter-categories-from-instructions) - Period-of Significance
Social History 1917-1937
Architecture
Education

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N?A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

See continuation sheet
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Section number 8 Page _E_ STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
A Masoric ladpge and, for six  years after its 1917
conmstruct 1o, a public school, Adorivam Masormic lodge #1499 is
representative of  both social and educational life dirn  rural
Grarnville County during the late niveteenth and sarly twentieth
centuwries. (See Historic Context & - Byight Leaf Tobacco  and

Rural Granville County, 1866-1337) Two stories tall and one-rvoom
deep, the weatherboarded fyame building is guite similar iv form
to the many I-houses built in the county, particularly in the
couwntryside, chaorivg the bright leaf era. . North Carclina’s early
Mascoic lodges  typically have a gable front orientatiorn.
Two of Granville County's early lodpges - Adoniram and the antebellum
M. Eviergy Lodge — however, are I-house in forn, Adonivam topped
by a pable end roof and Mt. Erergy by a hipped r»noof. If wiusual
for  the state, Adoriram Lodge’s residential form dis typical for
Granmville Cournty, for many stores, lodpges and schools raised in
the countryside late inm the nineteenth and early in the twertieth

centuries wtilized an I-house form., (Seer Asscciated Froperty
Type S.R. — Commercial, Irdustrial, Imstituticrmal and Religicous
Buildirmgs ivn Bright Leaf Era Ruwal Granville County) The lodge’s
imterior plarn, urlike its basic form and orientation, reveals it
cyriginal  rnov-residential funetion, as does the wusual door and
window placement, and enclosed porceh bays, of its first Ffloor

front elevation. Although the property has continued to function
as a Masornic lodge to the present, its sigrificarnce is not
extended past 1937 because it has rnot  achieved exceptiornal
impartarnce within that pericd of time. See Property Type Addendum Sheet
for Fraternal Lodges for evaluation of Adoniram's significance in education/socialhistosr
Northern  Granville County’s Masons received a charter  for
the Adonmiram Lodge on December 8, 185, aTd raised a lodge
building rear the site of their present home. Irm the late 1800s
they began to rent out the bottom sectionm of that lodge as  a
schoolhouse. Lightining destroyed the structure inm 1917 and a rew
lodge - the present building — was raised rnear its former site.
The bottom flooy of this lodge, Ty was used as a schoolhouse.
Iri 1318 George W. Hart, a membey of the lodge who owrned the land
upor which the building stood, sold the rnew lodge and two  acres
of  land to the Granmville Cournty Board of Educaticon forr $100, 00,
with the provisao that the Board would sell the property back  to
him if it stopped using it for a school [Deed Rook 72, Fage S0O07.
The Masorns conmtinued to uwuse the upstairs as their lodge and, with
the consolidation of county schools and the comstruction of  Oak
Hill Sechool to the west in 13924, Hart reacqguired the property
[Deed Rook 88, FPage 242, 19=271. In 1228, the Masons fimally
gained title to the lodge, purchasing it from Hart for $350.00
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Section number _8  Page ____2_

[Deed Book 86, Page 931.

Irn  September, 1948, the route of the Cornwall  Raoad was
altered and the lodge building was shifted a few hundred yvards Tt
the southwest to its present site. Its upstairs is still used by
the Masons, though its downstairs, which has beey rented out on
cocasion as a dwelling since 1924, is wow vacant. A small worne
contributing storage building, probably erected after the move,
stands to the lodpge’s rnorth.

lThe history of the lodpge is taken from a 350 papge privited
pamphlet entitled "A Histoey of Adonivam Lodge  Now 149 ALF. &
A Mo, Corrwall, North Carclina, 1852-1968" writter by Robert Lee
Winstorn in 1969, '

“Irnterview with Lawrernce E. Davis,. past Master of the lodge,
Septembey 17, 1287,



9. Major Bibliographical References

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

Interview with Lawrence E. Davis, past Master of Adoniram Masonic Lodge,
September 17, 1987.

_Winston, Robert Lee. "A History of Adonlram Lodge No. 149, A.F. & A.M.
Cornwall North Carolina, 1852-1968. 30 page printed pamphlet located
at Adonlram Lodge and in Adoniram Lodge File at Division of Archives and
History, Raleigh, N.C.

DSee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpre!iminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested State historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register DOther State agency
[_Ipreviously determined eligible by the National Register [ IFederal agency
[ ldesignated a National Historic Landmark [ ILocal government
[:] recorded by Historic American Buildings [:] University
Survey # [_lother
Drecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property ___Approximately one acre

UTM References

Al 7 1710091,000 L4 33,9 54,0 B [117
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cll, 7 [710.9013 0 14013:9145:0 (o 30 T I O N O HE N B A

[:]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

@See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[}See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle i i ri & Patricia Esperon/Historian

ommummnJh:ﬂuaLLuijhnanLdeﬁuxLihiﬂxnuJ;jﬁmxaww 10/20/87
street & numbe®_ Q. Box 1556 (State Historic Pres. Oftflephone __919-693- 1491

city or town _Qxford state N C zip code 27565
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Section number _10 _ Page _1 GEOGRAPHICAL, DATA

VEREAL BROUNDARY DESCRIFTION

Begirming at point Az 17 709100 4039540 on the USGS polygon
where the west side of State Road 1300 meets the tree line,
comtinuing  socuth  approximately 240 feet along the west side of
State Road 1300 to point Ha 17 709150 4039430 on  the polygon,
where the west side of State Road 1300 intersects with the
rortheast side of State Road 1410 Cont dyvadang niorthwest
approximately 210 feet along the rnortheast side of State Road
1410 to point C: 17 709030 4039450 on the polygon where the
nertheast side of State Road 1410 meets the field line.
Continuing inm a straight line northeast approximately 220 feet,
along the field live, to the point of origir.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Approximately 1 acre that includes the Masonic lodge and the
surrording 1ot that has been historically associated with the
lodge, maintairms historic integrity, ard corveys the praoperty’s
historic setting is being nominated forr the National Register o
Historic Flaces. The bownsdaries follow the lodge's property
lines.
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