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The Oliver-Morton Farm~ 
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DESCRIPTION 

mile from the nearest paved road, contains a diverse array of 
dwellings and outbuildings, including the Italianate style 1-
1'10 U S c::? a f ;3 a m u e 1 IV " Iyl 0 r'" tOY', (::\ i"-' don e 0 f CJ i'-' a n viI I E' C a un t y '} sol d f.:? s t 
and most unusual buildings, the brick-nagged Oliver House. With 
its bright leaf era outbuildings, the farm spans the years from 
the e a 'r'" 1 y t V,I e n t i f? t h c e n t IJ r'" y as; f a r-' b a c k , p e r-' h E:\ P 5 ~ c\ S thE? 1 ate 
{.? i ght €-?E~nt h" 

Be jr, e c:\ t h the she e t met a 1 she:l. 1 0 f the 0 1 i v e r" H 0 use, C':\ d d (? din 
the twentieth century when it was converted to a packhouse, lies 
the two-room deep~ story-and-loft body of one of the county's 
earliest and, in plan and construction, most unusual houses. 
Appearing almost as diminutive as a standard county autbuild~ng 

and transformed by its conversion into a packhouse, the exterior 
of the structure only hints at its original use. Though its 
weatherboards have been covered and its chimney and a presumed 
po r'" c h h E:,\ V e bee n t a r-' y, a way'! i t r-' eta i jr, s a ve r-' y s tee ply pit c h [~d r-' 0 0 f 
and d €~ (? P , s qua t fOr'" m not f 0 U n d ('::\ t 1 0 c a ], 0 u t b u :i. ], din g s . F U 'r"' thE? r-' , 
boxed cornices terminate in patternboards at its flush gable ends 
and its front, south-facing elevation retains the imprints of 
three asymmetrically placed bays, a door and two windows. 

I 'n ~:; i d f.? , the n <':.'1 t U j'-' E~ 0 f the h 0 use, ins, pit (:.? 0 f c han ~J €-? =::' i nit s:. 
use, is revealed. Its walls, like only two other identified 
structures in the county - the Christmas Family House and 
National Register listed Red Hill are brick-nogged. 
Surprisingly, all of the walls but one at the stair, both 
exterior and int~rior, are packed between their heavy pegged 
s;> t u d S ~':\ n d c 'r-' 0 s; s b r-' <::1 C e S vJ i t h (:I v E' ), ... !:'3 i ~--:: r:0 d I:J i'-' i c 1-<. s . I::: q IJ a I :I. Y !:;:. u .,.~ p 'r'" i 5 i n!J 
:i.:s t h [0 d i vis :i, 0 n 0 f thE' h 0 IJ S e by t 1-'1 [~ s· e ~'J c:\ lIs i n t; 0 t:1 t l>\l 0 -)", 0 0 rn dee p 
plan. In spite of its diminutive size, it has four clearly 
delineated rooms and a closed stair. Perhaps best viewed 
'f 0 j'-' rll a I I Y as two b i::\ C k t 0 b a c 1 .. ( h a], I ._ .. par'" 1 0 i·... P 1 an::s '! the h 0 u ::3 e i s '.1 
along with the much grander but similarly planned National 
F~e~~i!st€-?i'''' nor,lina'ted Elrllw(:I()d and ,John Peac€:7,1 J('. Hou~::;e'.1 the oldesst~ 
true, double-pile plan structure in the county. 

The interior retains many early features, even though the 
plaster has fallen from its walls and much of its woodwork, 
including its mantel and doors, has been removed. A three-part 
(3 e 0 r" 9 ian :; u ) .... 'r"' 0 IJ n den f i'-' c.1 m est h e d 00 i·... tot h e I a 'r" 9 e sou t: h e a s-> t r-' 0 0 rIl 

C':\ n d i-~'\ han d , .. " f 0 ',.-. 9 e d H _ ... L_ h i n f:l f:? han ~l ::; 1 0 (:I :::. (,? a t a 'n e r,l p t Y d 00'(' f r" a rIl £-'~ 
beneath the stairs. Additionally, flush-sheathed wainscoting 
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still clings to some of the walls. One of the partition walls of 
the closed stair that runs to the loft is also formed of flush 
boa 1'"' cI s " R c:'\ the r"' t han l'" :i. s i ),,"!;;I f r"' 0 m c?\ c (:I r .... n E~ 1'" as.:; y.J c:\ f::' corn m 0 nco U ,(" t y 
practice, the stair climbs, initially in a staight run, between 
the two smaller west gable end rooms. It is entered from the 
house~s main southeastern room. 

In the early 1890s the house was replaced by the two-story 
~; a I'll u E.~ 1 V " 1'1'10 r .... ton 1'10 us (o? t 0 its sou t h ? COY', S i ~J ,(" i n fJ itt 0 ]. t l5 1 <::i tel· .... 
fate as packhouse and storage shed. Like many of its 
contemporaries, this traditionally fashioned residence is an 1-
house - two stories tall and one-room deep - with a three-bay 
front facade, center hallway and a gable end roof. To its front 
stands a porch adorned with chamfered posts and brackets~ ~nd 

twin four-panel entry doors with heavy moldings and rounded inset 
arches. To its rear are two interior brick chimneys set flush 
with the outside wall and shared by the main block and flat­
roofed, one-story ell. To the ell's rear is a porch with two 
enclosed end bay rooms and a semi-attached, gable end kitchen. 
Brackets, in addition to adorning the front porch roof, are also 
set beneath the eaves and the cornice returns of the main blqck 
oft h f::~ h () u !;:; e . Con f 0 r .... l'f1 i lr, g y.J i t hit s b)," c:\ C' k e t £'0 d , I t a :I. i a'n at £'0 

influenced exterior finish is an interior which includes four­
pan e :I. d () 0 .,. .... !;; a '(1 d h E~ a v y but. s imp 1 e , :£ t t.:;\ 1 i c:\ n c;\ t £-2 fin i !;;> h f2 d , PO:5 t <::i n d 
lintel mantels. In fair condition, the house is occupied by 
t e.,.-, ant Sn 

Five contributing outbuildings survive from the property's 
tenure as a bright leaf tobacco farm. Spread to the rear of 
IVI 0 ),-. ton? s h a use [ II A lion a c' corn pan yin g s k f,2 t: c h rn c:\ p :I a .,.-. e a v e r .... tic a 1 
boa ·r-·d sid ed '! lo!;), 1 c\ t E' n i lr,(o?t; eent: h / (-:'?a r"'l y t wey·,t i et h CE?nt U l· ... y PC)t i::,\ to 
h 0 U !;5 E';) [ B J '} a n E) a 'r" 1 Y t we lr, t: i e the e '(, t U .,.-. Y f.,.'" a rn E,) s; h e c:I [ C ] ~ 2\ I ate 
n i n E? t 02 (:'0 nth c e n t: u.,. .... Y f \ ..... <:;\ I'll E': ~5 h E~ cJ [ D ::I a lr, d t h (~~ CJ 1 i v e 'r'" H .:. USE? I: E:] " T .:. 
the rear of the Oliver House is a late nineteenth/early twentieth 
cent u .,. ... y ') vel,"t i ca 1 boa )· .... d sid E~d, c:I i c:\rI1()nd "-not ch lo!] sty, i r.:)h 0 u t:;e [F-] 
and an early twentieth century frame corncrib [8J. 



8. 
Cerlifyi,~~ official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

o nationally 0 si2tewide [xJlocaf'ly 

Applicable National Register Criteria [}{! A 0 B [Xl C C] D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DAD B Dc 0 D DE 0 FOG 

Areas of. Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Archltecture 

-Agrlculture 
-----------------------------------

-----------------------------------

Significant Person 
N/A 

Pf~~deOf f~g~cJ~':r1y 19th 
century-1937 

C~r~ Affiliation 

..8ignificantsDatep 1 late 1 tn/ear Y 
19th century 
early 18908 

State significance of property, and justify criteria; criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[XJ See continuation sheet 
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Its buildings spanning the early twentieth century, the 
entire nineteenth century and perhaps the late eighteenth century 
as well, the Oliver-Morton Farm is historically significant as 
representative of life in rural Granville County both before the 
Civil War and during its post-War bright leaf tobacco era. (See 
Historic Contexts 1 - The Plantation Era in Granville County, 
1746-1865 - and 2 - Bright leaf Tobacco and Rural Granville 
County, 1866-1937) Architecturally the farm is p~rticularly 

significant, with its unusual late eighteenth/early nineteenth 
century brick-nogged Oliver House, traditionally fashioned early 
:I. E~ 13 0 s S C:UIlU Eo I I..) s IYlo ) .... ton H 0 use a '1"1 d 1 ate n i y, E' t e Eo nth / e a l'" I Y t trJ e n tie t h 
century outbuildings. (See associated Property Type 1 - Georgian 
and Federal Style Dwellings - Type 3 - Bright Leaf Era Farmh6uses 
and Tenant Houses - and Type 6 - Outbuildings) 

The Oliver House first appears with certainty in county 
deeds in :1.824 when it was sold with 461.5 acres of land by 
F r-' a Y', c :i s H" 0 J. i ve t" toT h (:I mas-:; V C':\ 5 5 [ Dee d B () (:I k 2, P age c: 2 7] " By 
t his d a t f!~ i t m u ~5 t h a v e b e f::~ )", s t a)", din g , f 0 l'" :i t 5 f 0 ) .... m , fin ish and 
unusual brick-nagged, heavy timber framE construction are that of 
a Granville County structure built late in the eighteenth. or 
quite early in the nineteenth century. Whether it was built by 
F:' yo, i:':t n cis 0 i'-' h i <.::> b'r" 0 the i'" ') J 0 h 1", 1.._ • 0 1 i v f!", i'" '} f)· ... 0 I'll who rn h E' h e:\ d b 0 u f~ h t a 
<.:~. i mil c.~ i:-' I y _ t::> i ~: (0 d t i:"' C':\ c t 0 := 1 (::\ n cI i n 1 82 r. [ DE:.' (0 d Boo k :I. 'J P age 1 it 8 ] ~ 0.,.'" 

by the 1 .,.... 1- c:\ t h f2 .,." ~ ,J 0 h n , ],!::"> YI 0 t k n 0 trJ n • 

In 18~':=.i3, the year of his death, Thomas Vass transferred the 
house and 150 acres of land described as lIthe remaining portion 
(:. f the [) 1 i v e.,." T r'" act II t 0 1-'1 :i. s son, (...J ill i a rn W h Vas:; s [ Dee dB.:. 0 k 1 7 , 
Page 403J. The farm had apparently already passed to the son, 
f 0"'-' the d e e~ d !:5 tat (-:.0 !:~; t hat the :I. an P, vJ a !:5 II (3 t pi· ... e s e '(I toe cup i e d b)/ the 
!:;; aid W. W " Vas s a !5 a qUe=' '1'-, tel"'.. II':::' I n :l 88 E3 , W i I I i a rJl W. a '(I d L i J. lie 
M. Vass sold three tracts of land totaling 702.4 acres to Samuel 
~J • IYlo r'" ton (:I. E36 1 ,-, :I. 9 :~; 8 ) f 0 i'-' ~*; ~3 ~ ~5 5 -,. 00 [ De €-? d 1300 k '+:I.? P c:\ ~1 e ~j 5 3 ] • H 
large local landowner, Morton is said to have lived in the Oliver 
House for a few years

7
before raising his house just to the south 

:L nth e e C':\ r'" :I. y 1 8 ':J 0 ~!i.....J T h f2 f C':\ .,." I'll :i. sst i 1. lin the Iyl 0 'I'"' ton fa rn i 1 Y 
Sam IJ e 1 '} S . d a IJ ~l h t e r-' , Bets f:S i e /YI a r" ton, n a ~'J 0 W n ~~, it .. ·.. tho IJ !;;I hit i s no 
longer occupied by them. 

The Oliver HOlJse is unique in the county in its complete 
E'm b '1'''' (OJ, ceo f b'r-' i c I .. { -- n p ~~ gin 9 .. (,) )'-1 I Y t VJ 0 0 t h (02 r-' b u i I din 9 s· a r'" €-? I·{ now n t 0 

be partially brick-nagged in the county, the Christmas Family 
House and the National Register listed Red Hill. The Oliver 
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House is nogged not only at its exterior walls, but even at its 
interior partitions. The plan of the house is also unusual and 
!::;. i g n i f i c a '(1 t . A 1 0 )'", g IrJ i t h t h E1 1\1 a t i 0 Y', c:\ 1 R E~ ~J i 5 t e)·... no fll :i. n c.1 ted ,], cll', '(, 

Peace Jr. House and Elmwood, the house is the earliest example of 
a two-room deep plan in the county. Unlike those other two 
d we :I. 1 i ),", g f5 'j howe v e r'" 'J i tis qui t E-? mod (::.? s t 1 Y s C f.:'\ 1 ed, i n d i C~ a t i 'I", g t hat 
smaller planters could also make use of an interior plan that 
provided four separate rooms rather than one or two chambers that 
were semi-private at best. The plan~s traditional origins are 
not c :I. e a 'r'" ',I but con c e p t u a 1 I Y i t i !5 per'" h c.'i p s be!5 t vie wed f.1 s 
following an extended or back to back hall-parlor plan. The 
house is significant architecturally for more than its form and 
plan~ for it retains some early local Georgian style finish, 
which includes its patternboards outside and, inside, its 
surviving three-part surrounds and flush-sheathed wainscoting. 

Even though it was built perhaps a century after the Oliver 
House, the Samuel V. Morton House is a150 traditionally planned 
and formed. Its two-story, center-hall, one-room deep form, 
three bays across and fronted by a one-story porch, places it 
squarely within the common I-house tradition in the county. Its 
flat-roofed ell, which shares interior chimneys with the front 
bloc::k, and its enclosed end porch bays and semi-attached kitchen 
at the rear are features not commonly found at surviving I-houses 
in the county. Its bracketed, Italianate style finish is also 
quite unusual outside of Oxford, for in rural Granville County in 
the latter third of the nineteenth century and opening third of 
the t wen tie t h , m 0 s t fa r-' fl1 h 0 U S E~ r:; V,I e)· ... e p I a :i. n 1 y f i 'n ish e d " 

The surviving outbuildings date from Samuel V. Morton's late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century residence at the property. 
A bright leaf tobacco farm, it retains a striphouse from this 
period that is built of diamond-notched logs - as are most of its 
surviving county contemporaries - covered with vertical boards. 
T h f.::! 0 t h E~ \.... 0 u t b u i 1 d i 'n ~~ s a '(' e aft" a I'll €:~ co 'r-' nCr'" i b c:\ n d t IrJ 0 f)· ... c\ fl1 {7~ s h E~ d ~;; 
and (::\ r-' a \." €.-"? S IJ r-' v i v i n gpo tat 0 h 0 IJ sew h i chi!5 b U i 1 tin c';\ fa s; II ion 
similar to the striphouse. 

1AII of the prope~ty that John L. and Thomas are 
to have owned was originally in the hands of their 
so he almost certainly at some point owned the 

s:;hovJn by deeds 
f i:3. t h f? ) .... , J .:. h)'", ? 

P)·-'o pE1r-·t y 
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which the house was raised. The house was likely built by one of 
the b),".;:. the j .... ~:; ',I how (:.:? Y e )" ... , 'f 0 'I'''' t h f:0 EI 1 de)"'" j" 0 h n (J 1 :i. v e Y" vJ asp u i'" C h a f::, i n r:~ 
property in the county as early as 1762 and was probably 
established in a dwelling by the time the house was raised. 

i::~ __ 
I hornafS V2~£SS 

~;)Ojrl, Ro be'r""l~ ~ 

E{ook 15, PanE~ 

1 eft thE' Y' e rn a i 1'"1 dey' () f the 0], i v e ),-, T i'-' act t 0 2:' 'n 0 the i'-' 
who in 1849 sold it to his brother, William [Deed 

E,02:1 » 

... , 
,:~ I 1'"1 t e )"-. Y i e w wit h F~ E! be c c a t< i n g ') n i e ceo f Be s~.:; i e M 0 ) .... ton, HUg 1.1 S t 1 ~i , 
:I. 986" M 0 ) .... t a:::r 1'"1 ') fS () bit u a i· ... y , P)"'" i 1'"1 ted i 1'"1 the g2:L1~.!;2.t~.Q_E~}:.U"2.LL~;: ... .J::::.§:SJ.flf=::r.~. () f 
De p t E~ rn be)""' f: 'I 1 '='13 [j ~ s· tat e s· t hat h e (," a s b 0)"'" irl i n 1 86 1 " ?=-) 1/ P Y' 0 rn i n e n t 
)." e t i)· ... e d fa '(' rt'l e '(', II h e i s !:~ aid t 0 h r-\ vern 0 v edt 0 () x f (;I i'-' day e (::t )"-. P ) .... :i () l""' 

to hi!:-5 dec:·\thN 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Zone East ing I\loi"-.t hi 1"1 ~I 

G 1 7 707E31."O 1.1·033530 

H 17 7'0771.,,0 '+033520 

I 17 707740 '+033610 

T J 7 707£:370 1.,,03354,0 ( 

k 17 707850 1.1,0337:1.0 

L. i7 7077'+0 1.1-033(':,80 

Beginning at po:i.nt f:): :1.7 707730 '+0337.1.1·0 on the USGS poly(~on 
where the tree line turns east, continuing in a straight line 
E.) c\ S t ~ a 1 0)", ~J the e d g e 0 f the w 0 () d sa)", d €.i c: i"'" 0 sst h e f f.;\ '(' r,l ]. ii:\ n e , 
approximately 650 feet to point B: 17 707880 4033780 on the 
po], Y 9 0 n , w h E~ )." e the t )." Eo? f2 lin E\ t u ) .... n s no)'" the a s t " CO)", t i )r,u i n gin a 
straight line northeast, along the edge of the woods, 
approximately 225 feet to point C: :1.7 707920 40331370 on the 
pol y gO)", ~ W''', E) r' e the t )'" E~ E' 1 i net u )'" n!::; E' a s t " Co '1'", tin u i '(I q i)"', cl 

S t i"-' a i 9 h t ]. i nee C';\ !::d~ ? C:i 1 0)", g thE) e d ~~ e 0 f thE) \r'J 0 0 d s , a p p )." 0 x i rn a t €'~ 1 Y 
~~OO fc-;.et to po i nt D: 1 7 'lOBO 10 ,,,033(:380 on t he po 1 ygon \r'Jhe)-"'e the 
t 'r" e e :I. i )"1 e t U i"")"1 S so 1..\ t h " C':::I n tin u i n gin a s t )--. a i rl II t 1 i 1", e s -=- u t h ~ 
approximately following the edge of the woods, approximately J500 
fee t t 0 po i n t E ~ :L "1 "1 (> 8 (> i::: (> '+ (> 3 3':~ 3 (> 0 nth e j:::1o 1 Y gO)'" 'J W he i"'" e the t i"-' e e 
:I. i)", e t IJ 'r"' n s; w €'~ st. C () n tin IJ :i )"1 ~1 i n c;\ S t r-' a i gilt 1 i Y', e ~"J E';l S t ~ i:\ 1 o'n ~~ the 
E-? cI q e 0 f the v\l 0 0 cI Si ? a P p ),", 0 x i r,l ate 1 y it 2 5 fee t top 0 i n t; F: :L 7 70 -; 0 4 0 
£1,0 3 2~ 'I' i:::: 0 0 l"I t I"', f:2 pol Y gOY', W h f-? '(' (a the t i"" f2 (2 lin E? t u i· ... 'n !::; no i· ... t h " 
Continuing north in a straight line, along the edge of the woods, 
i::\ p P 'r" 0 x i rll atE? 1 y ~:5 (> (> fee t t () P () i n t G: J 7 -; (> 7 £:3 l~. (> 4 (> 3 3 53(> 0)", the 
polygon where the tree line turns west. Continuing in a straight 
], i n e V'J est , (':\ J. 0 n ~] t: h e (~d fJ e () 'f the woo d s ~ a p p)-'" 0 x i rn <'-1 tel y ~) 5 0 fee t t 0 

poi n t; H ~ :1. "7 7 (>"7 7 L~ (> i+ (> 3 3;::; 2 (> (;I Y'I the po J. Y 9 0 n w he i· ... e the t i"'" e e ]. i n e 
'1:; U )-... n s nOr'" t h • Con t ,j, n u j, n q i n <::\ !~:; t ) .... a i 9 h t lin E? no i"" t h , a 1 0)", !] the e d g e 
oft hew 0 0 c:l s , C:i P P 'r-' () >-: i nl f.:\ t: ely i::: ~) 0 fee t top 0 i n t I : 1 7 "70774 (> 

4033610 on the polygon where the tree line turns east. 
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Con tin u i n gin a 5 t ) .... a i g t1 t ]. i nee c\ s t ? a P P)"-' 0 >< i mat ely f 0 1 lOIN i ),", g the 
e cI 9 e 0 f' the ~.J () 0 d s , a p p )"-' 0 x i mat ely 1+ 7~:; fee t top 0 i 1", t J: 1 '7 '7071370 
i+ 032: E, t~. (> 0 nth e p (:I 1 Y g 0 n \.o'J h e)"-' e the t r-' e E? lin e t u r' n s no r-' t h " 
Con tin u i n 9 i 'n a ~5 t 'r" r:.i i 9 h t 1 i r, e no)· ... t h , a 1 0 '(I g t h E-? e d ~~ f~ 0 f the (.\100 d s , 
a ppr-'OX i rna tel y 275 feet to po i nt K: 17 7071350 '+0337 j, 0 on the:.") 
polygon where the tree line turns west. Continuing in a straight 
lin ewe s t, a 1 (w, g the e d g e 0 f the \.o'J 0 0 d s , c.-I P P ) .... 0 x i rn c\ t E' 1 Y 400 fee t t 0 

point L: 17 707740 4033680 on the polygon where the ·tree line 
t U)"-'),", S nOr"' t h . Con t i r,U i n gin a s t )"'" a i g h t lin e ),",0)"" t h , a loY', r;'1 the e d !;"1 e 
of the woods, approximately 250 feet to the point of origin" 

Approximately 22 acres of the property that include the 
dwellings, outbuildings and cultivated fields that have been a 
historic part of the property, maintain historic integrity~ and 
convey the property's historic setting are being nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places. All boundaries have been 
c h 0 s e r, t 0 i 'n c 1 IJ d e the d \.o'J f~ 1 1 i Y', 9 ~:3 IJ 0 IJ t b u i 1 din 9 s E;\ )'-, d c u 1 t i vat e d 
fields and to exclude woodland. 
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