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This faim is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individuai properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Caornpleting National Registar Forms (National Register Bulietin 16). Complete each item by markmg “x""in the appropriate box or by entering
the recuestsd information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for "“not apphcabte.” FFor functions, styles, materials,
ard arsas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets

(Form 10-9004). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
nistoriz_name
other 1iames/site nurnber

Oliver-Morton rarm

2. Lucation .
stieat & number state Road L4l/ NI/ A not for publication
city, town_ Oak HIIL - ‘ [ Zvicinity ’
stais NOTth Carolina goge NC county Granville code O/ 7 Zip code 27505
3. Ciassification
Cwnership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
@ private D building(s) ’ Contributing Noncontributing
[:J public-local Bdistrict 5 buildings
D public-State [:] site 1 sites
D public-Federal I:] structure 2 structures

D object e ____  objects

8 Total

Mame of 1elated multiple propenty listing: Nurnber of contributing resources praviously
Histpric and Architectural Resources of listed in the National Register __Q

: — B N
e 2Ry Arfication -

A‘s ihe designated autheyity under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
LXXror"matncn Lj request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties ir the
Nalional Register of Histode-Rlaces ghd meets the procedural and professional requiremnents set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

N, the eny imee |__]does not meet the National Register criteria. [_Isee continuation Oheotk

e | WAL

Signature of cerufy'ng oﬁrcnal /Xy Date
- vation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the propery Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ Jsee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Faderal agency and bureau

L

5. National Park Service Certification
I hereby, cnrtlfy that this property is:
[ Jentered in the National Register.
[ ] see continuation sheet. ' o
[ ]determined eligible for the National
Register. DSee continuation sheet.
Ddetermined not eligivle for the
National Register.

[_J removed from the National Register.
—Jother, (explain:)

Signaiure of the Keeper Date of Action




Hisione Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic~single dwelling

Agriculture/Subsistence

Agriculture/Subsistence

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Georgian

Italianate

Other: I-house

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

walls weatherboard
metal

roof metal

other wood
brick

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[X]See continuation sheet
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The Oliver—-Morton Farm, reached down a long gravel lane a
mile From the nearest paved road, covtains a diverse array  of
dwellivrgs  and ocutbuildings, including the Italianate style I-
howse of Samuel V. Mortowr and one of Granville County’s oldest

avid most wiusual buildings, the brick-rnogged Qliver House. With
ite bright leafd era ocutbuildings, the farm sparns the yvears  from
the early twentieth century as far back, perhtaps, as the late

eighteanth.

Bereath the sheet metal shell of the Oliver House, added iw
the twentieth centuwry when it was converted to & packhouse, lies
the two-room deep, story-—and-—1loft body of ocome of the cournty’s
earliest and, i plan and comstruact Lo, most wusual houses,
Fppearing almost as dimirative as a standard cownty  outbuilding
and transformed by i1ts conversion inmto a packhouse, the axterioe
oo the  structure only bhints at its criginal LS 6 . Though  its
weatherboards have beern covered and its chimmey and & presumed
poreh have beer torn away, it retainse a very steeply pitched yoof
ard deep, squat form oot Ffouwnd at local cutbuaildings. Further,
boxed cornices terminate in pattermbosrds at ite flush gable ends
and ite Tront, gouth-~facing elevation retains the imprints of
three asyvmmeltrically placed bavs, a door and two windows. .

Irside, the natw e of the house, in spite of changes in its
LUBE is  revealed. Its walls, like only two other ddentified
structures in  the counmty — the Chreistmas Family Howse  and
Nat iomal Register listed Rexdd Hill - are prick-rnogoed.

Surprisingly, all of the walls but one at  the stair, Both
exterior  and  interior, are packed between their heavy pegged

studs and ocross braces with oversized bricks. Egually suwrprising
ie the division of the house by these walls into a two-yoom  deep
plar. I spite of its diminmutive size, it has Fouwe clearly
delineated rooms and a colosed stair. Ferhapse best viewed

foormally  as  two back to back hall-parlor plans, the house is,
along with the much granmder  buat similarly plarmed National
Register mominated Elmwood and John FPeace Jr. Howse, the oldest,

i

true, double-pile plan structure in the county.

The intericr retains many early features, everr though the
plaster has fallen from its walls and much  of  dits  woodwork,
inceluadivg its mantel and doores, has been removed. A three—-part
fecorgian  swround enframes the door to the larpge scoutheast yooom
and a hand-forged H-L hinge hangs loose at an empty door frame
bereath the stailrs. Additicrmal Ly, flush—-sheathed wainscoting
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still clivgs to some of the walls. e of the partition walls of
the closed staiv that vwuns to the l1oft is also Foormed  of Flush

boards. Rather than rising from a cormner as was commorn county
practioe, the stair climbs, imitially in a staight run, between
the twa smaller west gable end ryooms. It is erntered fraom the

house’ s main soubtheastern Yoo

Irm the early 18%90s the house was replaced by the  two-story
Samual V. Morton House to its south, comsigning it to its later
fate as packhouse and storage shed. Like many af ite
comtemporaries, this traditionally Fashioned residevce is arm 1
house - two storiles tall and cove-yoom deep - with & three—bay
fromt facade, cernter hallway and a gabile end roof, To its front
stards  a porch adorned with chamfered poste and  brackets, arc
twirn fouwr-panel entry doors with heavy moldivngs and rounded inset

arches. Too dite rear are two intericors brick chimneys set Flueh
with the outside wall and shared by the mairn block a&and  Flat-
rocofed, one—-story ell. To the ell’s rear is a porech with  two

enclosed  end bay rooms and a semi-attached, gable end kitcher.
Brackets, iv additiom to adorning the front porveh roof, are also
sat herneath the eaves and the cormice retuwrns of the main block
of the house. Comforming with  its  brackebed, Italianate
infFluenced esxterior finish is an intericr which includes Fowe-
parnel doors and heavy but simple, Italianate finished, post and
lintel mantels. I fair condition, the house is  ccoccupied by
terants. ‘

Five ocontributing outbuildings suwrvive from the property’s
termuae as a bright leaf tobaceo farm. Spread to the rear  of
Mortomn’ s howuse  [U'A" on accompanying sketoeh mapl are a vertical
hoard sided, lop, late mineteenth/early twentieth centwry potato
o es e CR1, arn early twentieth certuwry frame shed Lci, a late
mivetesenth century frame shed LD and the 0liver House [EI1. Tz
the rear of the Oliver House is & late rnineteenth/early twentieth
cerntury, vertical board sided, cdiamond-rmoteh log striphouse [F]
and an early twerntieth centwy frame cornerib [ED.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ Inationally [ stetewide [X Jlocally
Applicable National Register Criteria @A []B [xlc []b

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) L]a []B [ Jc (o L e LF DG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions Period of Significance
Architgecture( 9 ) late f@tl{\fearly 19th
Agriculture century-1937°

féggieﬁcafé?‘:ﬁe/se arly
Sth—century
carty 138903

Cuﬁ%gj Affiliation

Significant Person Ar%llg(f{clj{%wger

N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

&]See continuation sheet
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Its buildings sparming the early twentieth century, the
entire rineteerth cerntury and perhaps the late eighteenth century
as  well, the Oliver—Morton Farm ie historically significant  as
representative of life in rwal Granville Cownty both before the

Civil War and duing ite post-bear bright leaf tobasccoo eras (See
Historic Conmtexts 1 - The Flantation Eva in Granville Countby,
1746-1865 -~ and & — BEright Leaf Tobacoo and  Rural Granville

Coarmt y, 18&6-1937) Architectuwrally the farm is particularly
significant, with its wiusuwal late eighteenth/early nineteenth
cerntury brick-nogged Oliver House, traditionally fashiorned early
1890 Samuel V. Morrtor House and late nineteenth/early twentieth
cerntury outbuildings. (See associated Property Type 1 -~ Georgian
and Federal Style Dwellings -~ Type 3 - Bright Leaf Era Farmhowses
ard Ternarnt Houses - and Type & — Outbuildivgs ‘

The Oliver House first appears with certainty in  county
deeds in 1824 when it was sold with 461.5 acores of  land by
Framecis H. Oliver to Thomas Vass [Deed Book 2, FPage =273, By
this date it must have been standing, for dts Forrm, Fimish and
uriisual brick-nogged, heavy timber frame construction are that of
a Granville Cownby structuwre built late iv the eighteewvth | or
quite early in the rnineteernth cerntuwry. Whether it was built by
Francis o his broather, Jokln L. Oliver, From whom he had bought a
similarly sized tract of land in 1821 [Deed Book 1, Fage 1481, or
by their father, John, is not oo,

In 1883, the year of his death, Thomas Vass transferred the
house  and 1850 acres of land descoribed as "the remaining  portion
of the Oliver Tract' to his son, William W. Vags [Deed Book 17,

Fage 4031, The Ffarm had apparently already passed to the son,
for the deed states that the lanmd was "at present ccoupied by the

said W W, Vass as a gquarter."” In 1888, William W. and Lillie
. Vass sold three tracts of land totaling 702, 4 acres to Samuel
V. Mortornm (1BE1-1938) for $3, 557. 00 [Deed Rook 41, Page 9331. A
large local landowrner, Moctorn is said to have lived in the Oliver
House for a few years_ before raising his house just to the south
in the early 1890s.7 The farm is still in the Morton family -
Samuel’s daughter, Bessie Morton, o owines it - though 1t i no
lovmgey occcoupied by them.

The 0Oliver Houwse is undgue in the county in  its complete
embrace of brick-rmogging. hrly two other buildings are knowrn to
be partially brick-rogoed in the county, the Christmas Family
Fouse  and  the National Repgister listed Red Hill. The Oliver



NPS Form 10-800-a
(3-88) OMB Approvas No. 10240018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places ’
Continuation Sheet

Section number

2
_ Page _

Howse  is nogged vniot only at ite exterior walle, but ever at its

intericor partitiois. The plan of the house is also wnusual and
mignificant. Alomg with  the Natiormal Repister vominated  John
Feace Jr. House and Elmwood, the house is the earliest example of
a two-room  desp plan in the county. Urlike those obther  two

dwel lings, however, it is guite modestly scaled, indicating that
smaller planters could alsa make use of an interior plarn that
provided four separate rooms rather than one or two chambers that

were semi-private at best. The plan?’s traditional ocoiginse are
not clear, but comceptually it is perhaps best viewed as
Following an  extended o back to back hall-parloy plan. The

Foose is significant architectwally for more than its foem and
P Lary fonr it retains some early local Gecorgian styvle  finish,
which includes its pattermboards ocutside  and, inside, its
gurviving three-part swrrownds and flush-sheathed wainscoting.

Ever though it was built perhaps a century after the 0liver
House, the Samuel V. Mortorn House is also traditionmally planned

arnd  Formed. Its two-story, center—-hall, cove-roenm deep Foovmy
three baye across and Fromted by a one-story porchy places it
squarely within the commorn I-houwse traditionm in the cownby. Tte

flat-roofed ell, which shares interior chimneys with the front
2l and its enclosed end porrch bavs and semi-attached Mitochen

at the resar are featuwres rot commonly found at sweviving I-howses
inm the connty. Its bracketed, Italiarnate style fimish is also

quite unusual ouwtside of Oxforrd, for in ruwral Graaville County in
the latter third of the nirneteenth certury and aoperning third of
the twentieth, mast farmhouses were plainly finished.

The surviving outbuildings date from Samuel Vo Morton’s late
mimeteenth and early twentieth centuwry residence at the property.
A bright leaf tobacco Farm, it retains a striphouse  from  this
pericad that is built of diamond-rnotched logs — as are mast of its
suwrviving  couwnty contemporaries — covered with vertical boards.
The othey outbuildings are a frame cornorib and two frame sheds
and & rare swviving potato howse which is built iv a  Fashion
similar to the striphouse.

J'mll af the property that Jobn L. arnd Thomas are shown by deeds
ti have owned was originally in the hands of their father, Jebng
o he almost certainly at some point ocwned the propervty  upon
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which the house was ralsed. The house was likely built by orne of
the brothers, however, Fer the elder Johw Oliver was purchasing
property dn the county  as parly as 1762 and was probably
established inm a dwelling by the time the house was raised.

i:'“"'Th-:-mass» Vass left the remainder of the Dliver Tract to  another
G0y Robert, whe in 1849 sold it to his brother, William E[Deed
Book 19, Page €021, '

Irterview with Rebecca Kirng, miece of Bessie Mortor, August 13,
1986, Mot o & obituary, printed ivn the Oxford Fublic Ledoger of
September &, 13938, states that he was boowr im 1861, A Mprominent
retired farmer, " he is said to have moved to Ox Ford a year prioem
to his death. »




9. Majorabiiograpfﬁca! References

@See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [t ] State historic preservation office
Dpreviously~listed in the National Register [ ]Other State agency
I:]previously determined eligible by the National Register E] Federal agency
[ldesignated a National Historic Landmark [ JLocal government
[ Jrecorded by Historic American Buildings ] University
Survey # [:]Other
[ Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Rscord #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage cf proparty approximatley 22 acres

UTM References

Al Ll ot o) e by byl =% VIS N O ST REURRTS B VI B AR
Zona  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
clod Lot bl by oI I I A T B B B B

[i] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

E{]See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

IE See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By ' . ‘ . .
namefile Marvin Brown/Architectural Historial & ‘P—at‘rl‘é‘ﬁ} ":E‘?;T@TM on/HisTortan
organization Granville County-Oxford Historic burve§t LZj 5767~
street & number £-0. Box 1556(5tate Hist. Pres. UIT. slephone gIT9=693=149~

Oxford A state _N_.C zip code2 7565 _

city or town
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Gramnmville County Deeds. Granmville County Courthouse, Ox fFord,
M. T

OxFford Fublic  Ledger (September 2y 1928) . Obhituary of 8.V,
Moot ey located  iw the Francis B Hays Collection at  the

Richard H. Thormton Foblic Library, Oxford, N.C.

Irnterview with Rebecca Ming, miece of Bessie Mortor, Pugust L5,
1986,

Urited States Manusoript Censuses. Micrafilm located at  the
Richard H. Thornton Fublic Library, Oxford, N.C.
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UTHM REFERENCGES

Zome Easting Northing Zome Easting Northing
~ 17 TOTTI0 GOZIT7T4H0 E] 17 TO7TH40 LOZIE30

I 17 707880 4OZZT7THO0 H 17 TOTT740 H4OZIEE0

C 17 TOTIEO GOEZB7O I 17 TOT 740 4OZEE10

D 17 TOBOLO 4OEIRBO J 17 TOTRTO L4OBEE40
=) 17 TOaO0E0 LOEZLHTZO0 H 17 TOTREO HQOEI7T 10
F 17 TOTB40 GO RO L. 17 TOTT4HO 4033680

VERBAL ROUNDARY DRESCRIPTION

Beginning at point As 17 7O77I0 403F740 on the UBGES polygon
where the ftree line turns east, comtinuing in a straight Lire

wast, alovg  the edge of the woods and aoross the farm lane,
approximately 6850 feet to point Es 17 707880 4033780 on the
Pl v e, where the tree line turrns northeast. Cormtinuing in &
straight lirme northeast, alorng  the edge of  the Wil s,
approximately £85 feet to point s 17 7OT7TH9E0 4033870 an the
P Ly o, where the trese line twns  east. Comtinuing ivi &

straight line east, along the edge of the woods, approximately
200 Feet to point D 17 708010 4033880 on the polypon where the
tree  lime  turns soubth. Comtirnuimg in a straight lire southy
approximately following the edge of the woods, approximately 19500
Feet to point Eu 17 708020 4033430 on the polygorn, where the tree

lLire turns west. Cortinuing in a straight lirne west, along the
edpe of the woods, approximately 425 feet to point Fi 17 707840
LGOI 3450 or the polygon  where  the tree livme turns  north.

Continuing noveth in a straight live, along the edge of the woods,
approximately $00 feet to point G 17 707840 4033530 on. the
polygon where the tree line tuwrns west. Comtivuing inm a straight
line west, along the edge of the woods, approximately 550 feet to
poivt Hae 17 707740 403350 on the polygon where the tree Livne
turms north, Combdiruivg irn a straight line naorth, along the edge
of  the  woods, appraximately #5850 feet to point I: 17 707740
4O3E610 o the  polygon  where  the tree  line  twrns east.
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Covmtiruwing  in a straight live east, approximately following the
edpe of the woods, approximately 473 feet to point J: 17 707870
4033640 on the polyngon  where  the tree  line turns A=l n
Certinuing inm & straight lime reocth, along the edpe of the woods,
approximately 273 feet to point Ko 17 7OTAED 4033710 ovn the
polygon where the tree line turns west. Cormtinuing in a sbtraight
lirne west, along the edpge of the woods, approximately 400 feet to
point s 17 707740 4033680 on the polygorn where the tree line
turns northe. Contivining inm a straight livne north, along the edge
af the woods, approximately 230 feet to the prrint of origin.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Approximately &8 acres of the property that include the
dwellings, sutbuildings  and cultivated fields that have beern a
vistoric part of the property, maintain historic integrity, and
convey the property’s historic setting are being rnominated to the
Natiormal Register of Historic Flaces. All bouwndaries have been
chosern  to  include the dwellings, cutbuildings  and  cultivated
Fiewlds and to exclude woodland.
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