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1. Name of Property

historic name Littlejohn, Joseph B., House

other names/site number

2. Location R "~
street & number 219 Devin Street I /Pnot for publication

city, town  Oxford I/ Dvicinity

state North Carolinacode NC county Granville code 077 zip Cod927—5—6—5——

3. Classification

Category of Property
(& building(s)

D district

D site

[ Istructure

[___:] objec;

Ownership of Property
[Z&:j'private

] public-local .

[ public-State

] public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing:
Historic & Archftecurati Resources of

Granville County, N.C.

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
2 buildings
sites
structures
. objects
Z _Total

Number of contributing resources pépvmb!y
listed in the National Register I

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

In myAgini

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby ertify thai this
nomlnatson L__] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering propertias
National Re?er of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 86 CFR Part &0,

the pr%er?ﬂ meéfs Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria.

in the

See continuation sheet.

YLk o

Stgnat\rtje of cemfymg official
State Historic Preservatlon Officer

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my. opinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes»not meet the National Register criteria. [_Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is:
Dentered in the National Register.

DSee continuation sheet.
[ ]determined eligible for the National

Register. I:]See continuation sheet.
Ddetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

[:]removed from the National Register.
Dother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

o Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions {enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

‘AéfiEﬁTEurefgﬁBgisfence‘

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories froin instructions)

Othgr: transitional Georgian/Federal

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation _ Prick
walls weatherboard
roof wood
other brick
wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

E;_J See continuation sheet
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The finely finished, transitional Georpian/Federal style
woodwork and unusually  generous five-bay facade of  the 1820s
Joseph B Littlejohn House are visible proof of  its  prominent
positicon during Oxford?’ s early years, a position bolstered by the

status of its early owners. Set amidst trees and lawns orn a
gracious 3.1 acre town lot, the two-story, one-room deep dwelling
was Tirst built as a two—story side—-hall plan house. (This plan

became apparent during rencovations by the present owners in the
early 1980s, whern window framing was uncovered at the south wall
of the hallway.) Built first was the three—-bay wide northern
two—thirds of the fromt block, which erncompasses the nrnorth
dowrnstairs room and bedroom above and the downmstairs and upstairs
hallways. This section was erected, prabably  shortly after
Littlejohn’s 1819 puwrchase of the property, on & rock foundation.
It is served by an oripgival gable end Flemish bond chimney.
Littlejohrn had maved from Edentonm ov Noreth Carcolina’s coast - and
his choice of a side—hall plarn is therefore not swrprising, Baver
though it is uwnusuwal  among Granville County?s SUrViving
dwellings. The twz bays to the south, which added an extra room
downstairs and orne above to the exterior end of the hallway, were
probably  added rywot long after the house was  built, feoor their

finish is guite similar to that of the original structure. The
additicrnal rooms had certainly been built by 1832, when a sale
rmmtice of the house described an, apparent center—hall plan

131

structure with & '"spacious passage. This later sectiocn of the
house was built conm a brick founmdation, which was replaced in the
early 1980s, and is served by a commor bond chinmey.

The erntire main block of the howuse is built of rumbered,
Meavy timbers which were mortised, ternconed and pegged together.
The harnd-hewn sills are still visible in the basemewt, which has
also retained, at its oldest rorth end, part of dits ooriginal
hearth. Aricther commor link betweer the two secticns of the main
bloek is the use of the same ferestrationy mnine-over—-nrnine windows
light the downstairs rooms while six—over-nine windows light

those abave. The central, one—bay front pocorch was built inw the
@arly 1980s at the location of a shadow of what was apparently
the original fromt porch. The rew porch replaced a Victorian

pooreh which had been a later additicon.

Inside, original three—-part transitiornal Georgian/Federal
style surrounds frame the openivgs in the downstaivs morth room
arnd hall. The six—parel doors - raised on one side, Tlat on the

cther — and flush pareled wainscoting, as well as the simply but
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elegantly finished cre—-parel mantel, are alss  tramsitional in
fimish and original. The later saocuthern room  downstairs  is
fimished ivw & similar fashicw; in fact two of the windaow
surrounds are  ldentical  to those im the parlor and  perhaps
criginally 1it the exteriocr wall of the side hallway. Some
subtle differences do separate the aolder from the later finish,
however., Ivv the southerr additicn the three—-part suwrrounds have

a slightly more Federal articulationy the six—panel doors have ro
raised panels; and the mantel has a taller, more  stylized,
pilastered forn.

The upstaire of the mainm block alsc retains almost all  of
its worigival  Finish. The original north bedrocom  is  finished
similarly = the ryoom  berneath ity with flush—sheathed
wainscoting, slightly simpler swrounds, a matchivng orne-parnel
mavitel and a six—parel dooyr with both flat and raised parnels. A
small  roocm  at  the head of the stairs, perhaps originally &

rnursery, retains flush-—sheathed wainscotivng and a six-panel door.
The later south bedroom is of a piece with the room berneath  it,
with flush-sheathed wairnscoting, a flat six—panel doorr arnd a
matching mantel.

I the early twentieth century the house was altered agair,
proabably by Richard C. M. Calvert, who purchased it in 1911, The
old two—-story rear ell was removed and the present one added; the
stairs in  the hall . were replaced with the present Colomial

Revival style rurny & wall of closets was added to the upstairs
vixrth bedrooms; and & three-bay wide front poech, adorrned  with
cut—out brackets and twrned balusters, was also possibly added at
this time. In the early 1980s the present cwrers removed the
poreh and replaced it with the present orve. They also took out
the old deteriorated plaster walls ~ expasing the ruambered
framing of the house and its ariginal  side—-hall plam - and

replaced them with sheetrock. They retained all of the orininal
woodwentk i the rehabilitation, however, and the house is now in
excellent conditiorm. T the north of the main block and ell
stands a pre—Civil War outbuilding. Mortised and tewnorned
tagether, it was perhaps originally a smokehouse. Although it is
but orne of the many outbuildings the property ornce contained, ™ it
i guite sigmificant, foor it is orne of only two pre-Civil  War
outbuilldings known to still stand inm Oxforrd, the aother found at
the HMirngsbury-Bryan House a few blocks ta the west.
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1Notice of sale inm the Oxford Examivier of October 4, 183E2.

E:IIﬂ'l:«':"r*view with James Cross Jr., present cowner of  the
Apyil 13, 1966.

SNotice of sale iw the Oxford Examiner of Octaober 4, 183

T




8. Statement of Significance
Certifyirig official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

l:] nationally [ Istatewide K Jlocally
Applicable National Register Criteria [xla 1B [xlc [Jo
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [Ja [ I8 [Jc [ Jp []E EI F []G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions Peripd of Significanc
Architégzcture ( g ) circa gféﬁ%\~el937

s P

Social History

1821-1832:

Cultural Affiliation

extension to
center hall plar

— N/A
Significant Person ‘ Architect/Builder
N/A . unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

IZ—_] See continuation sheet
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The Joeseph K. Littlejohn House is architecturally
sigrnificant as ocrme of Oxford’s and Granville County’s most deftly
finmished transitiornal Georgian/Federal style dwellings. The twao-
story, orne-room  deep, heavy timber frame structure is  also
significant as an early example of two of the county’s most
important traditiocnmal plans, the side-hall and the center—hall.
(Bee associated FProaperty Type 1 - Georpgisav and Federal Style
Dwellings) Historically, the house is sigrnificant as ocwre of the
three oldest buildivgs in Oxford and it is eligible for the

Register because of +the significance of its distirnguished
oecupants to the sacial history of Oxford. Its residents
ircluded some of the ftown’s more promivent nineteenth  and

twentieth cernmtury citizerns, iwncluding attorrney and planter Joseph
E. Littlejohn, its buildery attorney and principal of the Oxford
Male Academy, Thomas H. Willies Robert I. Devir, one of  the
founders of the Oxford Raptist Churech, and his son, Chief Justice
of the North Carolina Supreme Couwrt William A. Deviwng and federal
cjudge  Frank W, Bullocok Jr. (See Historic Cormtexts 1 — The
Flantaticr Eva in Granville County, 1746-1865 — and & - Bright
l.eaf Tobacco and the Ascendancy of Oxford, 1866—-13937) Insulated
From swarowading development by a spacious lot, providing it with
arn  unusually pgraciouws setting, the house alss  retains  ane of
orly two pre—-Civil War outbuildings krnown to survive in Oxford. ©
(Bee associated Froperty Type 6 — Outbuildivgs)

HISTORICAL EBACKGROUND:

The house was built, probably at the opening of the 1820s,
by Joseph Blount Littlejohn (17726-1852) and his wife, the former
Arvie  Maria Jones (1779-1840).°7 He purchased the 107 9/10 acre
tract of lanmd upon which he raised the dwelling, located just to
the east of Oxford’s original bounds, in 1819 foor $1,079.00 [Deed
Book Z,  Page 3381, Boyn iv Edenton to & shipping merchant,
Littlejohn was educated in New York and at Frinceton University.
A lawyer by professiorn, he had followed his brother, Thomas, ta

Gramville County in 1819 to take up  Farming. (Eight years
earlier Thomas had sold to Oxford the 30 acres of land upon which
the town was originally laid out. Ore of the town's 13Pgest

landowners, Thomas sold the 107 9710 acre tract to Joseph.) |

Joseph moved to Ternnessee in 1828 - an early member of North
Caralima’s autmigration of the 1830s - and two years later the

houwse and estate, listed at 108 acres, were sold to Jesse Isler
e - - SR . .
foys $5, 100, 00 [Deed RBook &, Fage 3631. Isler irn twnn, in a deed
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recorded in 1831, sold the property to Thomas T. Hurmt  for an
undivided half  iwnterest in a gold wmine iv Burke County  inm the
western Fiedmont near the Appalachians, larnd that was indeed
krzwn at the time for its gold mines [Deed Book &, Fage 801. In
1836 Johw O'Brien, the trustee of the wife and children of
Spencer 0’HErien, purchased the house and six acres for  $1.00
[Deed Book 7, Fage z361; he saold it five years later for $800. 00
to Thomas H. Willie [Deed Book 10, Fage 3151. Arn  attorney,
Willie was alsc the first privcipal of the Oxford Male Academy.

A wealthy man, he owped 19 slaves at the taking of the 1880
federal cslave census. The house remained in his family until
sald by the estate of his son, Rav. Lewis K. Willie, to  Rewv.
William Jordan in 1878 [Mortpape Book 7, Fage &68117. It was

purchased the following year with 12 acres of lanmd by Rev. Robert
I. Devirn for $1,200.00 [Deed Boaok 35, Pagpe 2731.

Aoccording to a short history of Oxford?s Baptists written by
William A. Devirn, Rev. Devin’s sciw, "In Movember, 1846, Robert I.

Devir, a mnative of Virginia, came to Oxford, under a special
chayrge fom  the North Carolina Baptist State Convention, avd
undertook  the task of irmauguwrating bhere a Raptist Chueeh. By

1848 the chwech had beew orpganized and built awnd Devirn had begun
the first of his nine years as its pastor. William A. Deviw, whao
gspent his childhood at the house, went on to became Chief Justice
of  the _North Carcolina Supreme Cowrt  in the early twerntieth
century. ‘

Ivv 1911 the house left the Devir Family, purchased by
Richard C. M. Calvert [Deed Book 64, Rage 5047. It remained in
his family uwatil sold by his son, R. C. M. Calvert, Jr., to Frank
2 Eullaock, Jr [Deed Book 140, Fage 3871. Bullock, & federal
Judge, sold it with 3.1 acres in 1980 to its present owners and
restorers, James and Deborah Cross [(Deed Rook 231, FPage 8113.

ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXT

Ivi finish the five-bay house appears to be a very early
version of a Granville County center-hall plan I-house. However,
during  work  on it by the Crosses in the early 1380s window
framing was uncovered that showed that it was originally a side-—
hall plan structure. Few side-hadall plans swwvive in the county
aricl it is fittirng that ore was built by anm individual raised on
North Carolina’s coast, where the plarn was much more commor and
might, forr Novrth Carclirna’s Fiedmont, have originated. The



NPS Form 10-800-a
s OMB Approvel No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number ___8_ Page .

almost  wrd Foosm, finely executed, tramsitional Georgian/Federal

style fimnish of the downstairs rooms — both the crigival  side-
hall and parlor and the later socuthern additicw — sugpgests  that
the haouse was guickly converted to & center—hall plan. It

certainly had a center hallway by 1832, fior anm advertisement for
sale of the house in that year describes an apparent cemtar*hall
plar house with a "spaciocus passage" on the first floore. The
house is ore of the earliest swrviving examples of this plan,
which is represented at many hundreds of  later built  houses
standing throughout the county.

Alorng with NMationmal Repister vominated Thorndale, the house

is the only pre-Civil War dwelling im  Oxfeoord  retaining a
Oracicuns, wooded lot, a lot that makes it easier to envision its
semi—-rural origins. These origins are also illuminated by its
surviving  pre—-Civil Way ocutbuilding, cre of only two known o
stand irn the town. Frobably originally a smokehouse, the small
moyt ised and terorned cutbuilding wgs orce just a sinmgle part of a
varied cxllectiom of outbuildings.

1

The Taylor—-McClanahan—8mith House at 203 College Street  was
built im the 1820s and the Bryanmt-HKirngshury House at 417 Goshen
Street was built circa 18Z6. Like Littlejohn’s bouse, the
Taylor—MeClanaharn—8mith Howse started ocut as a side—hall plan and
was soorn converted to a cenmter—hall. Both dwellinpgs are incluaded
withirn Oxford’?’s National Repgister mominated historic district.

s heavy timber frame former smokehouse swrvives behind the circa
1842 Hingsbury—-Bryan House at @ 303 High Street. EBoth  the
smokehouse and  the Greek Revival style house it serves are
imcluded within Oxford’s National Register nominated historic
district.

“Arre  Maria Jones was the daughter of Halifax County’s Willie
Jores, whao  was an aristocratic leader of the Radicals in  Norbh
Caralina  iv the late eighteenth century and a contemporary and
pxlitical ally of Granville County’s Thomas Ferson. Littlejohn’s
marriage to the daughter of such & promivent figuwre irdicates the
status of his own family. See Hugh Talmage lLefler and Rlbert R.
Mewsome®’ s North Cavolinas The History of a Scutherrn State, 1963,
pages 206, 215 and 241 for discussion of Jores.
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QW.H. Littlejohm and F.S8. Littlejohr, William Littlejohn
Descendants, mo date. Extensive geneaclogy of Littlejohn family
domated: by authors to North Carclina Arvchives iw 1948,

W H. Littlejohn and F.S. Littlejohr, William Littlejochw
Descendants.

B”Some 0ld Oxfoord Families, " Oxford Public Ledper, November &,
1953, Laocated at Volume 25 of the Hays Collectiaon.

7N.Q. Deviry, "A  Short Sketch of the First Century of Raptist
History in  Oxford, " 1948, Located at Volume 51 of  the Hays
Collectior.

Bﬁ notice of sale in the Oxford Examiner of Octobevy 4, 183z,
provides an  exceptiornal view of the house and its outbuildings
arnd grounds. It advertises 107.5 acres of land for zmale on the

vicrtheast  boundary of  the corporate limits  of  Oxford  that
included a dwelling house 60 by 40 feet with 16 rooms  amd  ten

fireplaces. Foor were said to be im the cellary four at  the
first floor plus four porches and a "spacious passage'; six an
the second floorg and twz in the garret. Alterations to  the

house, including the replacement of the ell, apparently altered
ite configuraticrg it ie also possible that the advertiser,

Thomas T. Huvit, was gernercous in his description of the size of
the house and its riamber of  rooms. The house is furether
described as having beer desigrned by Joseph R. Littlejohn, Esqg.,

"who Tk his design from  the best models o f modern
architecture. " :

-
= . . . o -

The property is described in the October 4, 183z, Oxford
Examirner notice of sale as iwncluding: a large framed kitchen with
three rooms and two Fireplacesy; a servant'’s housey; a meat houses

an outhouse; stables; a carriage house; a corib; a lumber house; a
spring house; and & distillery built of storme with the recessary
fixtures and vessels for externsive operations. The grounds also

ircluded a "large fallirng gardern" for vegetables and fruits.
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Deviry, W. A. "A Short History of the Fivst Centuwry of RBaptist
History inm Oxford', (1948). Included within a centermial

publication of the Oxford Baptist Church located at  Volume
51 of the Hays Caollectior.

"Federal Homes Reveal Aspects of Early BRuilders, Architectuwre.”
Oxfeoord Public Ledpger (November 16, 1981).

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Cowrthouse, Oxford, N.C.

Hays, Francis B. Unpublicshed collection of 135 scrapbooks on
Gramville County history located at  Richavyd H. Thormton
Fublic Library, Oxford, N.C. :

Interview with James Cross Jr., present cwner of  the house,
April 13, 1986.

Lefler, Hugh Talmapge and Albert Ray Newsome. Noorth  Carolina:

The History of a Southern State. Chapel Hills The
University of Norvth Caraolina Press, 1963,

Littlejohr, W. H. aricd F. S. Little john. William Little john
Descendants. Mo date. Externsive printed gerealogy of
Littlejohn family donated by authors to North  Carolina
Archives in Raleigh in 1948.

Oxford Examiner (October 4y 1832) . Notice of sale of Joseph R
Littlejohn House — including description of houwse,
cutbuildivgs  and grouwnds — located ovm micrafilm at Richard

H. Thoyrntorn Fublic Library, Oxford, N.C.

"Same

d Oxford Families. " Oxford FPublic Ledger (November 6,
) Located at Volume 25 of the Hays Collectior.

1
3

0
125



§.~~Msjor Bibliographical References

@See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested { ¥ state historic preservation office
[:]previously listed in the National Register _ [ JOther State agency
[:]previously determined eligible by the National Register [:] Federal agency
Dd«asignated a National Historic Landmark DLocal government
[::l recorded by Historic American Buildings l:]University
Survey # __ _ ' [ ]other
D recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. {eographical Data

Acreage of property ____approximately 3.1 acres

UTM References

Aldl 7 [71.17]12,Q00] 14012, 40,7, 0 Bl Ll ot v Loy
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

el Ll Lo v bbbl ] ol J Lt e bbby by

D See continuation sheet

Verba! Boundary Description

The boundary of the Joseph B. Littlejohn House is the entire 3.1 acre
parcel on which it is located, as shown on the accompanying 1983 survey
. map of the property of James E. Cross Jr., and as described in the
accompanying deed of 1983 recorded on Deed Book 234, page 287..

l:l See continuation sheet

Bounoary Justification

The boundaries follow legally recorded property lines. Former land
associated with the house has been sold off and subdivided.

D See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By .
nameflile Marvin Brown/Architectural Histrorian & Patricia FKsperon/Historian
organization Granville -0xfard Historie Survey date __12/9/87

street & number _P_0___Bax 1556(Statre Hist. Pres. QOff)elephone 919-693-1491

city or town _Ox ford state _N_. C, zip code 27565
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