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1. Name of Property
historic name Salem Methodist Church

other names/site number

2. Location -
street & number  State Road 1522 N/ Anot for publication
city, town Huntsboro. ‘ [X] vicinity
state North Carolinacode NC county Granville code 077 zip code2 /565
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
@private E] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ ]public-local [Z] district 1 _ _1___ buiidings
] public-State [:] site ____2___ __ sites
(] public-Federal D structure e ___structures
object objscte
o) 3 I T f.‘»Jta!

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previousiy
Historic & Architectural Resources of listed in the National Register __O____ __
Granville County, N.C. S — N

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify th.at this
nomination [ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Plac d meetsrthe procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 50.
In my Oﬁjo g prope@m?;hc%not meet the National Register criteria. [ Jsee continuyt'on sheet. f
L\l ) o A A, /A b /Y&
Signature of certifying official / Z Date
State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ Imeets [_ldoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ Jsee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[:]entered in the National Register.
[ Isee continuation sheet. '
[ ]determined eligible for the National
Register. [_] See continuation sheet.
[ ]determined not eligible for the
National Register. o .

Dremoved from the National Register. .
[:]other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Functlion or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Religion: religious structure

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Religion: religious structure

FUNnerary: cemetery

Funerary: cemetery

7. Description

Architactural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Greek Reviwval

Trtaliante

Gathic Revival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation _hrick

walls aluminum
roof metal
other wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

b—{] See continuation sheet
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The Greek Revival, Italiamate and Gothic Revival stvyles
mravide  a striking and rave Fform and Finish for the long Frame
rectangle o f the Salem Methodist Choworoh. The use arid
articulaticw of  these three Romantic styles indicate that the
chureh  was designed by, o strongly influernced by the wook  of,
moted regiomal architeot Jacob W. He Lt Located in a rural area
morrtheast of  Oxford, with its early contributing cemetery
stretched to its west, the well-mairntained church still loomks
much  as it did whern it was built by slaves at the verpge of the
Civil War in 1860 and 18BEL.

A heavy timbey frame building, the chuweeh is one—story tall
with three bays sparming ites front elevat ion. This mair, gable
fromt elevation is marked by a Greel Revival style triangular
padiment, Italianate style brackets and three entries, the double

doors of which are adorned with inset Gothico arches. The use of
these elements, all favorites of Jacobh Holt, indicate his
invalvemernt iv, oo heavy influence on, the design. The hrackets,

which terminate in acorns, depend wot only from the uwderside of
the pedimert, but alsc from the eaves of the side elevation, from
the tops of the pilasters that flamk the doomes  and  From  the

building’s cornerposts. These cornerposts rise from plinthes: and
terminate in capitalsy the alumiram siding that now sheathes them
has beer shaped to oconform with  their ot iginal fluted
articulationm. Alumivrum siding of an appropriate size, &lso added
i the early 1980s, o covers  the  boilding's origiral

weatherboards arnd fills the formerly flush-sheathed pediment as
well. The side elevations of the chwoh continue to be marked by

their original brackets and tall fifteern-over—fifteen windows,
which are filled with:later added colored plass. The rear

e@levation retains  its bracketed covmerposts and original flush
gable endy it was never finished with a pedimernt o eave brackets
as the front elevation was. '

Inaide, the chwoh retains almost all of its original Greek
arnd  Gaothic Revival style fimnish in  excellent condition. The
crigimal boxed pews, boarded from seat to floooe, are in  place.
The central row of pews is divided by & low partition fooo men’ s
and  womer’ s seating. The backs of some of the pews are adorned
with a raised Gothic pointed-arch motid that was part of  Holt’s
desigrn vocabulary a similar motif is Fowsd at the house on the
Naticrmal Register romimated Johy Hermry Royaster Fairm, which alsa
was desigrned or influenced by Holt. Eight thin postse support the
ceiling and its wnusual cerntral barrel vault of staired, beaded
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hboards. The fowr-panel doors are ringed by Greek Revival style
fluted and cornerblocked swroonds. Mnd Fanciful tulip sawrwoark

balusters adorw the pulpit railing.

T the building's west is  a combribut ing cemnetery,
established arownd the time of the chweh’s construction, that
comtalns the graves of many of the Founders. The monuments of
the Crews family, located immediately to its east, are perhaps
its most handsome. To the rear of the building arnd externding to
the east ie attached & one-story, ponerete block education  and
fellowship wing built in 196E. A lavrpe opern non-conteiboating
frame  arboo, built in the late 1960s, starnds to the building’s
west. '

1Revu Charles D. Myers, im his "Early Methodists of Salem

Tawrship, Granville County, Movrth  Carolina, " of February 1E,
1984, discusses the history of the interico.



8. Sistement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

] nationally [ Istatewide K Jlocally

Applicable National Register Criteria DA [ [x]c [ b

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) L—X]A (18 [Jc [xip []E [:_]F DG ‘
Areas_of Significance (enter categorives from instructions) Pelrigg 8f_%'%pgiiance i'%"éfl??-”i Qétfs

Architecture

Clﬁt}‘%l Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Holt . Jacob-school of or designed bw

Short, John-slave carpenter

State significance of property, and justify criteria,’ criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

K} See continuation sheet
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Salem Methodist Chwrob, built in 1860-61, is significant for

its handsome and wunusual Greek Revival, Italianate and Gothic
Revival style architecture. Ite trianpguler temple fromt

peadimernt, muiltiple brackets and exuberant and varied decorative
motifs are reminiscent of the work of rnoted regicomal architeot
Jacob W, Holt wha  either desigred the ohuweh or strongly
influernced its construction. (Bee associated Froperty Type &0 -
Greek Revival and Romantic Style Dwellings) Orne of anly three
extant church buwildivgs raised ivn the county prior to the Civil
Wair, the ochuwreh is further sigrnificant as ome of  the county’s

cldest and  most ornate, plantation BN Ay mom-residential
buildings. (See associated Froperty Type S.A. - Flantation Eva

Commercial, Industrial, Inmstitutional and Religious Buildings -
Historic Conmtext 1| - The Flantatiorn Eva in Granville County,

avid

1746-1865) . Although  exteric  aluminum siding has  partially
impinged upon its integrity, the chuwreh’s major sigrnificance  to
Giranville County?s  architectwral heritage, armd its intact
byrackets, doors and intericoore, make it eligible for the Mational

. Register. gee Property Type Addendum Sheet, Religious Buildings, for evaluation
of the significance of surviving historic churches in the county.

Jacoh W. Holt (1811-1880), whose offices were to the east in
Warren County in 1860, was a majoor regional architect who o is
kriowrn Lo have desipgred a small rnumber of buildings iv Granville
Courty. These buwildings included the 8t. Jobr's  College
building of the Oxford Orphanage, one of his major  commissions,
which was built in the 18350s, and perhbaps the house standing on
the Natiomal Register womirnated Johv Herry  Royvster  Farm in
northern Granville County. The chuwrch resembles his work in a

mumber of  ways. Most notably, it is profusely draped with

Italianate style brackets that terminate in acorns, a favorite

motilf oof Holt. They depernd from its gable fromt triangular

pediment, ites side eaves, the pilasters that frame its front

doorways and dte cornerposts. These correrpgosts, in typical MHolt
d )

fashiom, are Fluted and rise frowm plinthes.

The design of the chuweeh is reminiscent of Holt in Further
WAaY S, bath smaller and larger than its brackets and corrnerposts.
I the larger sense, the chureh’s rectangular, temple fronmt,

pedimented form  is similar to his design of the Warren County
Courthouse, 18531857, and the Baoydton  [Virginial Methodist

Episcoapal Chureh, 1871, arid, most wotably, his attributed 1855
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. - - . - 4 . . .
desigrn  of  the Warrenton Fresbyterian Churoh. e building is
alsc similar to central Gramville County’s Khott’s Grove Raptist

Chuwrehy, which  may have been designed by him as well. v its
amaller  details the ohweh also employs & @ wuamber of  Holt's
Favorite decorative elements. These include the inset Gothic

Revival style arches of the three front entries and the (raised
pointed  Gothic motif —~ similar to the window aprons of the  Jobn
Herry  Royster house — which is found at the backs of some of the
ivterior’s original pews. A1l of its decorative elements combine
to oreate  an excepticnally handesome design that was certainly
deeply influsnced, if »not indeed drawns, by Holt.

Salem Methodist Episcopal Chweh  begesrn dits  life as &
distinct entity after it broke from the Harris Meeting House and
bhuilt & chweh wear the present buildirng’s site inm  1828.
According  to a chuweeh history of 1988 writtern by local historian
f. A Hicks, that building remained adeqgquate for the congregation
wnt il the year 1860

T that vyear Col. Richard F. Taylor whose ancsetors
[lgicl had helped to build the former church conveyed  an
additionmal 2 327160 acres to the chuweeh vard by gift, and .he
amnd the late James Orews superintended and larpgely paid  for
the construction of this magnificent bulldivg. The buildiwng
was construacted by John Short, a slave belonging to Colonel
Taylor?’s wife, e, Martha H. Taylor, arnd one oy two
h@lpegﬁn It was completed and dedicated in July or  August
1861. "

Both James Crews  and  Col. Taylor, whose NMatiornal Register

raminated farm stands to  the south, are buried iwn the
contemporary contyiboting cemetery adjoining the chweeh building.
The moowaments of  the Crews Ffamily, particularly the tall
Victoriarn one of Edward Norfleet Crews, are among the cemetery’s

st sty i ki

Crews family descendarnt Charlotte Crews recal led iv
interviews in  Jarnuary and February of 13984 a family tradition
that the Ilumber fooo the church was cut of f of Edward Norfleet
Crews? land and fashioned sand planed by sawmills broaght for the
tashk., She also recounted a family tradition that the old chuwech,
which mo lovger stands, _was rolled up the road on logs and given
to slaves to worship in.
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The present chweeh building has been little charnged over the

YR ET G . An education wivg and fellowship hall was constructed at
its  rear  in 1963, colored glass panes have beew added to its
windows, arnd  a&luminum  siding was affixed over idits exterior
weatherboards in a sensitive marmer iv the early 1980s. Tte
brackets, s, pews and other  intericr finish  have been
retained, however, and  the building and its cemetery are
maintained in excellent condition by the corngregaticr.

1Th& other tws pre-Civil bWar chweoh buildings are  the Natiornal
Register rzminated Brassfield Methodist Chuwech in  southern
Granville County, built iv the early 1840, and part of the Amis
Chapel Raptist Chuwech, in the wnorth of the county, which was
built inm 1H55. The latter structuwre is row used as an
cout i Tdirg.

e

"Catherine W. Bishir, "Jacobk W, Holt: An Americarn Buillder, " in
Commor FPlaces s Readirnns _in American Vernacular Architecture,

14986.

QMaﬁy of o the buildinmgs illustrated inm  Catherirne W Rishir's

"Jacob W, Hialt s An Americarn Builder" display Holt's trademark
brachkets, It Granville County, at the ruirous "Tar River' Jimmy

Crews House, which was desigred or heavily influenced by Holt,
aone acory hrackets can still be seen through  the tangle  of
Vines., A member of the larpge Crews family, which was very active
it the affairs of the church, it is rnot swprising that his house
and the chuweh are stylistically similar.

£
‘011 three are illustrated at Catherire W. Rishir? s, "Jacob W
s [ v A American Builder.

R A. Hicks, "Salem Church, Its History as Related at its Orne
Hurdreth Amndversary, ! This short histoey, wrrittern by local
historian A A. Hicks and printed by the Oxford Orphanage i
19248, ie  located in the Richard H. Thormton Fublic Library im
Ox Foned. ’

The transfers of land by Crews and Taylor  are recorded,
respectively, at Deed Rook 14, Fage 47 (1843%3) and Deed Book 23,
Frage 203 (1860).
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61ﬂ “GSalem Church, Its History as Related at its Ore  Hundredth
Armiversary, " A A. Hicks writes about James Crews and Cola

Richard Pelham Taylor:

Just a woord about James Orews, who was a member  at
Harris Meeting House from his childhood and who  helped  to
move  the church to this place and gave the larvid upmn which
the fFfirst Church was erected and who pgave the church the
firet organ  which ever mraced a country chuweech v this

county. He was arn ardent Methodist, & liberal supporter of
his church and a Christian gentlemar. Hie remains by those
oF his wife rest in the cemetery here.

Gl R, P. Taylor, was a younpger mar, hut his religion
was of the vight type. He pave part of the pground for the
church, his carpenters built it and he supported it with his
presence and money antil his death. His remairns by those of

Fis wife are also interred in the cemetery here.

fﬂevn Chearles D Myers, "Early Methodists of Salem Towresh 1oy
Granville Couwnty, North Carclima, " February 1, 1984, I this
recent typewritten history, Myers added to the Ristory of  the
b eh by interviewing the mldew Methodists  in the area,

ireluding members of the Crews family.



9. Major Bibliographical References

L—X—]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested Ey]State historic preservation office
Dprev'xously listed in the National Register ] Other State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register D Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark D Local government
[____] recorded by Historic American Buildings (] University
Survey # [ ]other
[!recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

UTM Fieferences ) .
Al b by v bbby 1] BLo ) Ll ol v v bbb by ]
Zonz  Easting -~ Northing Zone  Easting Northing

(o2 I O N A T O AT B A ol T I N A B O B T

@ See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

@ See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[‘{d See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

Marvin Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian

nameltitle

organization _cranville-Oxford Historic Survey ate L2/9/787 )
streot & number £ -0. Box I556(State Hist. Preées. Off., |eph0ﬁe .919_695_l49l
city or town 0% ford state _N\ - C - zip code® /262
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Zowme Hasting Moo=t hing
) 17 | TEOTO0 405290 .
Ei 17 TEGETO 4OZE4Z0
e 7 FEOT7 30 40235500
D 17 70880 4OZEED0
= 17 TERODB0O0 GOZD420
= 17 TELDTO A4OZT4H 30
3 17 70970 4025370
BOUNDARY DESCRIFPTION
Repdrroing o al poimt Ay L7 7&07o  AQEEEE30 orm the USES
g by, where the fisld line meets the north side of State Road
covit Dyt d g in  etyrainght Live  worth, thyough a field

(ﬂ]u:nvlmatplv following a field lirme) and then along the tree
Live, approximately 4735 feet to point Br 17 7E0670 4025420 on the
polygor, where the tree line turns rnortheast. Comtivuing in a

cwtralipht live wortheast, appraoximately following the edpe of the
wonnd s, approximately 225 feet to point C: 17 720730 4025500 an
Ehe nolyporn, where the tree lirng turrns east. Comtivining ivn &
straioht livie .east, approximately following the edge of  the
woods, approximately  B73 feet to point D 17 720880 4025500 an
the polygorn, | where the tree line twens southeast. Comtirmuing in

approvimately followirng the edge of

a straight line southeast

the woods, appraximately 275 feet to point 23 17 720900 AQRS420
oy the polygoon, where the tree liveg turns east. Covbirmuwing 1n &
shralght Line  sast, approximately  Following the sdge of the
vicd s, approaximately 475 feet Lo podivt Fiyoo L7 720970 40325430 on
the polyoor, where the tree line turns south. Comtivmuing in a
straight livie  south, appraximately following the edoe of the
CwoendeE, approximately 385 feet to point G 17 722G 970 4025370 o

the  oolyogor, wihnere the tree lirne meets the rnorth
Raoad 182z, Cortivming along the roerih side of S

appraximateiy 970 feet to the point of origiv.
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BOLINDARY JUSTIFICATION

Approximately 8 acres that have been historically associated
with the property, maintain historic integrity, ard convey  the
property’s  historic setting are being nominated fooro the Natiornal
Repgister. The remaining acreage has beern excluded bhecause it is
oW wood Land.

The westerrn bouwndary from UTHM podints A to B dncludes  the
church  and cemetery to its east and excludes property rnot  cwned
hy the church to ites west. The rnorthern bouwndary From UTHM points
B to C o D, D to E and E to F o includes the chuwreoh  and

cemetery  to its south and excludes woodland o its narth. The
eastern  bouwndary from UTHM points F oto G incloades the chureh and
cemetery  to  dits west and excludes woodland to dits  east. The

southern boundary from UTHM points G to A drncludes the chureh  and
cemetery to dits rmorth and excludes property wnet owned by the
church to its south.
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