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1. Name of Property
historic name _Bahhitt-Rogers House and Tobacco Manufactory District
other names/site number

2. Location :
street & number  Q+ate Road 1129 K I not for publication
cily, town 14 1+0n K Jvicinity
state.  North Caralinacode NC county Granville code 077 zip code /522
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[x] private [ 1building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
L__] public-local ljdistrict 6 buildings
E:‘: public-State D site 1 sites
D pubiic-Federal D structure 1 structures

D object objects

8 Total

Name oi related muliiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
_Historic & Architectural Resources of listed in the National Register _

SrenyRtiesfren N
4.8 a;"gﬁ%‘ cral Agency Certification

As the aasignated authority under the National Historic Presersation Act of 1966, as amended, ! hereby certify that this
[ romination (] requast for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

Natior:al Regjster of Historic Places and megts the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my /ﬂ i, the p ry X .ﬁ D es not meet the National Register criteria. DSee conunuauon sheet Q
il O
Signature of cerufymg officiai a/ [ Dale
State Historic Preserv n Officer

State cr Federsl agency and bureau

In my opinioi, the property D meets L] does not meet the National Register criteria. [ Jsee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
Denlered in the National Register.
L:] See centinuation sheet.
[ ldetermined. eligible for the National
Register. [ ]see continuation shest.
[ Jdeterminad not eligible for the
Naticnal Register.

d frem the National Register. ~ —
, (explain:)

Signature of tho Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Nomestic-single dwelling

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Vacant/not in use . :

Industry: manufacturing facility

Agriculture/Subsistence

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Greek Revival

Other; mid-nineteenth century

Industrial

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation brj.jCk
walls weatherboard
roof metal
other wood
stone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

@ See continuation sheet



NPS Form 10-900-a
(8-88) OMB Approval No, 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _7 Page __ 1 DESCRIPTION

Straddlivg old Hester Raad, overlooking the fields of sandy
axil  and greern leaf that sparked its existernce, the Bobbitt-
Rogers House and Tobaccoo Manufactory District ivcludes a  fine,
virtually uwunaltered GOGreek Revival style plantation seat and a
rare and neatly if severely detailed, early industrial structure.

One o the few identified mineteenth cerntury tobaccoo
manufactories in the county, the gable firaomt former manufactory
rises  an imposing two—-and-a-half stories in height. Used anly

Ffoyr stoorage raw, it is still in solid conditicon. The traditional
center—hall plan I-house, prabably built ivw the late 1880s, is an
excellent example of local Greek Revival style finish and
craftsmanship and is virtually waltered, both inside and out.
Though presently unoccupied, it is still in fair conditicorn  and
the owners hope to restore it in 1988, To its rear are five
intact and contyibuting, frame ocwbbuildings dating from  the
house’ s termure as the center of a bright leaf tobacoo farm.

The Bobbitt—-Rogers House artfully combines the traditional
and the stylish. At its heart it is a typical, local, vernacular
I-house. Raised on  a full basement, the heavy timber frame
structwre  1s two stories tall and cone wroon deep, Wwith a hallway
at its center, exterior brick chimneys at its ends and a ocre-
story poreh  streteohed  across  its  three-bay  Front facade.
Features rot typical of local vernacular I-houses are its raised
basemernt and its irtact ome-story rear pooech, which retains an
origimal enclosed room at its  west end bay.

Eviriching this traditiomal form are riumerouns rneatly  wrought
Greek Revival stvle details. Fluted cornmer pillasters edge  the
house, risivg  from  a stuccoed brick walled fowndaticon that is
scored to look like stone, and termivating at an overharnging low

hipped roof. Crossetted suwrrounds  enframe the six-—-over—-six
windnows, which are still shielded from the weather by their
origival  green shutters. Mg beaded weatherboasrds hide the

pegged frame.

The porches have tobacoo stick rails set betweern delicate
cut out posts that are raised on plinthes and topped by capitals.
Althoungh local  Greek Revival style porches are most  commonly
adormrned with  sqguared fFloted coluonns, this more delicate post
motif is fouwnd at a small rumber of dwellings in the vicinity of
the house in southeastern Gramville Cownty. Virtually entirely
intact, the porches evern retain parnelled ceilirgs.
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The iwmterior of the house is fully cutfitted with the BGreek
Ravival style featuwres most commonly found at the county’s  more
harndsome  plantation seats. Two-parnel doors and post and lintel
mamtels adory the basement and both Floors above. Retaining its
mantels, doors and even original plaster walls, the basement has
escaped the remodelling that has touched virtually every ather
ove of 1ts rare contemporaries. Its east yoom was a bedroom, the
west across the hall the dinming room. The small yoom behind the
civivg room, located underneath the enclosed rear porch bay woom,
was  probably a room subsidiary to the detached or  semi-attached
kitechen that stood to its rear, perhaps a pantry. The oyviginal
kitechen was replaced in the late rnineteenth o early twentieth
cerntury by the one-story ell that starnds in its stead.

The baseboards and risers of the first floos stair hall  are
marbleized iw & light gray pattern, as are the post amd lintel
mantels of the second floo bedrooms. The martels of the First
flao are mot marbleized but that of the east room is perhaps the
fimest in the house, adorned with orossettes at its upper corrners
as  are the parlor manmtels of most of the county’s finer Greek
Revival style dwellings. The house’s symmetrically articulated
cloors . are finely crafted as well, wood-grained at the first and
second floor rooms.

Throwghout  the interice the swrounds are formed of flat-
arngled moldings and the baseboards are low and simply finished.
Tobaceoo  stick railivgs olimb the stairs, framed by delicate

cuwrved rewels and scoralled handrails., The window at the landing
hetweern the first and second floors is wnderpived by an apron of
three flat inmset panels, a Teatuwre found at  other arntebellum
cownty dwellings., The front window that lights the upstairs hall
has sidelights — another commorn local Greek Revival style featuwre

- that reflect the sidelight and transom treatment of the entry
bhelow.

Eehind the house ["R" on accompanying sketch mapl are five
coortribut ing late nineteenth o garly twentieth centuwry frame

cutbuildings. The most substarmtial is a pgable end, cre—story—
and-—1loft, weatherboarded structure with a stone chimney [C1 that
was used as a washhouse and, ocecasionaly, as a striphouse. Ay

apern wellhouse and deep stome-lined well D1 are to its rear.
Rlso still standivng near the house are a small smokehouse [EID and
privy [F1 and a shed—-roofed flower house [G] that originmally
etood  to the  front  of the house, providing it with fresh
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 blossoms. It was shifted to its present locaticn by the Sadler
family and converted to a chicken house while they farmed the

property.

Fruvet ional, But enlived by a few decorative features, the
two-and—a—-half—-story, heavy timber frame tobaceos manufactoory [AD
looms across the road from the house and cutbuildings. Turrming a
bhroad, ore—bhay ., flush pgable towards the raoad, the building has
boxed cornices and  patternboards at either side and windows
framed by mid-nineteenth centuwry, raised rectilinear surrounds.
Covenring a few of the windows are early oo original solid board
and battern shutters formed of horizostal boards joined by two
double rows of rnails. Inside, the structure has three large open
Lo, Its substantial timbers are wnoovered, their pegs
extended and exposed. At the first floor mortises and peg holes
are ocut ints some of the beams; bereath these beams are marks on
the floor, ircluding & tapered circular hole, all indicating the

Frormer presence of a substantial piece of eqguipment. This hole
and  others inm the floor are viow covered with metal arnd  the
i Ldinng is used for storage. Some drying racks are  still in

place in the building, reminders of ite use by the Sadler family
as a packhouse.



8. Statement of Significance -

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

(] nationally [ Jstatewide (X]locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [ B [Xc [_]D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ _JA [ ]B []C (o [Je []F DG

Significant Dates
l§505

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
_Architecture 1850s-1937
Industry
Agriculture

Cultural. Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Significant Person
-unknown

N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

@See continuation sheet
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The Bobbitt-Rogers Houwse and Tobaceo Manmufactory District is
coviee of the most important early architectural and  industrial
assemblages in rural Granville County, comtaining both  a rare
mid-rmineteenth centuwry tobacco manufactory  and  one of the
county?s least altered and firner Greek Revival style plantation
houses., (Bee Historic Context 1 ~ The Planmtaticon Era in Granville
Coamty, 174618650 Fyobably buwilt ivw the late 1850s by Rufus
Robbitt, the house is vivtually urcharnged since the date of its

comstruct ior. It retains all of its ocriginal Greek Revival style
womdwork and finish. (See Associated Froperty Type & -~ Greek

Revival and Romantic Style Dwellings) Original ftwo-panel  dooors
and  post and lintel mantels are in place in all of  dts rooms,
evern  those of its raised basement, a rarity inm a county  where
virtually all of the few early basements have been modernized.
The stair hall at the firvst floor and the mantels of the second
raetain their original marbleizingg the doors of those tws Floors
also retaiv their origivnal wood-grained coats. Both the fromt and
rear pomrches are also criginal, as are the shutters at the six-—
CIVET—S1 X, crossetted windows. Ard adorrnment aside, the house
retains at its core the typical I-house configuration -~ a  two
story height (over a full basement), a cernter hallway with a room
to either side, exterior end chimmeys, a orne-story  poceh
stretched across a three—bay fromt facade ~ that corrmects it with
local, ftraditional, rnineteenth century building.

The tobacco manufactory, gither built by Bobbitt during the

1850s o acguired by him dwing that decade, is the larpest of
the three o four putative nirneteenth cernt ey tobhacoo
marnufactories iderntified in the counmty and the one that most
certainly served the function claimed of it. Risinmg two-and-—-a—

half stories, it is ooe of the few industrial buildings sweviving
iv the couwnty from the mid-nineteenth centuwy and alss one of the
largest. (Bee Asscciated Froperty Type S5.A. -~ Plantation Era
Commercial, Industrial, Institutional and Religiouws Buildings)

The district is sigrnificant not only for the inmsights 1t

provides inta local industyry and architectuwre during the
plantation era. The house was wntil recently the hub of a bright
leaf tobaccoo  farm, the Fformer manufactory serving as  its
packhouse. To  the rear of the house are five contributing
outbuildings  from  that pericod, a washhouse, a smokehouse, a
privy, a flower house and an opern wellhouse and well. (See

MFesociated Property Type 6 -~ Outbuildivgs) Topgether, these
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cutbuildings, the former manufactory and the house provide a
picture of nineteerth and early twerntieth centuwry ruwral Grarnville
County life. Although traditiconal cultivation and processing of
bright lea¥ tobacco continued on the farm within  the past 50
YEATS, ite period of sigrnificance ends with 1937 because it has
izt achieved exceptional significance since that date.

Rufus Robbitt (1833-1886) is the likely builder of the
Bobbitt-8mith House. Living with his parents at the taking of
the 18530 federal census, he had moved by 1860 to the Ledge of

Rock  District ~ the house's locale — wherve he lived with his
wife, Matilda Elizabeth Compton (1829-1914), and  their three
childrer. The house was probably erected on a 331 acre tract of

lard that RBobbitt puwehased, for %1, 300,00 from Jobv Smith iw 185E
[Deed Book 18, Fage 3017. I 1876 the Bobbitts deeded 288 1/4
acres oy the  Tarborouwgh Road, inceluding  the howse and
manufactonry, to their daughter, Luma M. Rogers (1852-1984). She
arnd her husband, Thomas Calvinm Rogers (1847-1931), inm twen left
the property to their daughter, Lillie Rogers Veasey. It first
left the family in 13946 when she saold the house and manufactory,
alomnmg with 647. 12 acres of land, to T H. Clay [Deed RBook 118,
Fape 9549517, Clay divided the property the following year. She
deeded the house and 116.88 acres of land to Gathon  and  Irerne
Sadler and Luther C, and Tiny Lee Sadler [Deed Book 106, Fage
G137, and she deeded the manufactory along with 141 acres to T.
T. and Johwr L. Sadler [Deed Book 106, Page 3121 —~ the Sadlers had
lorg  worked the land as ternmants. The house is  now  owned by
Gathorn and  Irerne Sadley and the heirs of Luther Sadler, the
marnufactory by Rill Gaster.

The provermarnce of the manufactory is more  uncertain  than
that of the house. No deed or octher written referernces have been
fournd that state who built it o that categorically state that
the building was a tobacoo manufactory. All physical evidence
and oral history, however, indicate that it cripinally was &
tobaceos marufactory, e@ither built by Rufus Bobbitt in the 18350s
o already standing when he acguired the land. The structure is
built of heavy timbers pegged together, with a flush pgable front
arnd  rear and box cornices, all featuwres that, in  Granville
Coumty, indicate a construction date wno later than the mid-
miveteenth cerntury. It was rmever a residence and it i far
lavr-ger than any krnown packhoose in the county, a furnetion it
served throughout much of the twerntieth cerntury. Further, it has
marks at its first floor that indicate it was a manufFactory,
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particularly a tapered hole in the floor that housed a rotating
piece of machinery, perhaps part of & tobacos press. The
buildinmg is commonly referred tao by longtime local residents  as
an old fobacco factory that was probably ovnce run by the Bobbitt
Family. "

The presernce of a tobacecos manufactory in the Wiltonm area is
vt surprising. 0f the Z& tubacco marnufacturers in Granville
County  in 1881-1882, riine had post office addresses in Wilteowr,
There is vno memory among even the oldest local residents of the
building having been used as anything other tharm a packhouwse,
Fowever. It therefore must have ceased functioming as a tobaccoo
marufactory by the very early twentieth century at  the latest.
v all likelihood it was a plug tobacco  factory duwring its
heyday, displaced by the late mineteenth century boom i
ciparette producticon iv Durham, less than 20 miles to the south.
Tobaceo farming im the area on the declivme, the buildivrg is  rnow
used For storage.

lebbitt also  puwrchased an 85 acre tract of land from  John Y.
Bmith Fforo $300, 00 in 1868 [Deed Book 23, Fage 9491 and a 157 acre
tract From the estate of William Gualls for 1,452,259 in 1869,
Both  tracte were described iv the deeds as being on the
"Tarborough Road, " as was the 1832 tract.

“Interview with Gathon Sadler, September 29, 1287.

-

“Narmie May Tilley, The Rright Tobacco Industiry, 1860-19:29
(Chapel Hill, 1948), pp. 679-6BG.

4
llﬂ The Bright Tobacco Industry Tilley writes:

Sinmce the cigarette did wmot make its entry into  the
Bright Belt urt il after the Civil War, marafact e ing
interests in  the Virginia—-Carcolina area before 1860 were
covfined to the processing of plug and a small  amouwnt of
smoking tobacco. o . . During the ante-bellum period and for
a  wnumber of years following the war, chief activity among
marnufactuwrers was devoted to plug chewing tobacco. Lpe 4901

She also repeats J. C. Robert’s statement in The Tobacco Hinodom:
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Flanmtatior, Market and Factory iy Vivoginia and Novth  Caradlina,
18001860 (Durham, 1938), that only 2 per cent of the factories

in the Virginia-Carclina area manufactuwred smoking tobacoos at the
time of the taking of the 1860 federal census. [p. 497]




9. Major Bibliographical References

[ X] See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [—_X]State historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register [_]Other State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register l_—_l Federal agency
[:ldesignated a National Historic Landmark D Local government
[ Jrecorded by Historic American Buildings ] University
Survey # [_Jother
[ Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
approxXximately Y acres

Acreage of property

UTM References

Al LA vl bl Loy 38 I I I R I (NI BV VR

!
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

el Lt oo bbby gy ] oI ST I I O R O A B AR

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

@ See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

@ See continuation sheet
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Interview with Gathon Sadler, September &9, 1987.

Tilley, Narwvie May. The Bright-Tabacco ITrdustry, 1 REO~—1329,
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UM REFERENCES

Zove Easting Nowthivg
A 17 714610 4004090
B 17 714730 4004050
C 17 714800 4004080
D 17 714900 4004010
E 17 714730 LO0ZPLO
F 17 714850 4003840
G 17 714780 4003780
H 17 714680 4O0ZF10
I 17 714530 4OOII0OO0

VEREAL, EBOUNDARY DESCRIFTION

Begirming at point A 17 714610 4004090 on the USGE polyiror,
continaing  in  a straight linme east approximately 400 feet,
through a field eclearing and then following the tree line,
paralleling the back of the house by approximately 283 feet, Lo
point B 17 714730 4004050 on the polygon where the tree  line

turne north. Comtirvming in a straight live viorth alowig the tree
livie approximately 225 feet to point C: 17 714800 4004080 on the
poly g, where the tree line twns southeast. Comtinuing in  a

straipght live souwtheast approximately 350 feet to point D 17
714300 4004010 on the polygorn where the tree line fturns  south.
Comtiviwing  in & straight lirne south approximately 450 feet along
the edge of the woods, through a field clearing and across State
Road 1129 to point E: 17 714730 4005910 or the polygon, o the

south  side of State Road 11&9. Cormtinuing east along the south
side of State Road 1129 approximately 225 feet to  point Fo 17
714830 4003840 on the polypor. Conmtirmuing in & straight lirne

south  approximately 300 feet, paralleling the east side of +the
tobacco  manufactory by approximately 40 feet o point G 17
714780 4003780  on the polygorv. Comtivrting ivnm a straight livne
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rnonrthwest  approximately 4350 feet through a field clearing, and
ther along the tree line, paralleling the back of the manufactory
by S50 feet, to point He 17 714680 4003910 an the palygor where
the tree line twwns west. Covmtinuing in a straight line west
approximately S00 feet along the edge of the woods to point I 17
714590 4003900 on the polygomn where the tree line meets a field
live. Comtinrueing in a straight line rnorth approximately €73 feetb
along  the field line and paralleling the west side of the house
by appraoximately 100 feet to the point of origin.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Appraximately 9 acres of fthe Bobbitt-—-Rogers House and
Tabacoo Marufactory District that is historically associated with
the propevty, maintainse historic integrity, and  oconveys  the
propertys historic sebtting are beinmg naminated to the Natiomal
Registeyr of Histocric Flaces. The remaining property has  been
excluded becanse of intruding structures, or because the property
ig now woodland and dis ono longer used for farm prodoctior.

The northerns bowsdary from UTHM points A to B, B to C and C
to D odincludes the property to its south and excludes woodland to

ite north. The eastern bouwndary from UTHM points D to E and B to
F'rooincludes the fearm clearing to dite west and excludes woodland
and  a house built within the last fifty yvears to its east. The

@astery bowndary from UTHM points F oto 6 and the sowthern bowndary
Fycom  WUTHM points G to M oincludes the tobacco manufactory  and
excludes & modery house and trailloe. The remaining  soubhern
bormdayvy From UTHM poivts H to T o includes the field clearing to
ite rnmorth  and  excludes woodland to ites sowth. The western
howndary  from UTM points I to A includes the house arnd
cutbuildings to its east and excludes a modern housge built within
the last Fifty yvears to its west.
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