








8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying oHicial has -consjdered the significance of this property in relation to other properti8s: 

o nationally D statewide fJ'J-locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [] A 08 [XJ C [] D 

Criteri~ Considerations (Ex'ceptitJlls) [Xl A DB Dc 0 D DE [J FOG 

AreR~ or Signif:cance (enter categories from instructions) 
, _tD:.cllLtRr_L'ure. ___ . __________ . _____ -'- ___ . ___ _ 

-------------

_._--_._-------------------_._--

--------.--_._---------_._._-------

----.~----------------

---------_._--------------

Significant Person 

.JiLL 

Period of Significance 

_. __ ~Q~:c .. lz-~_8/~. 012 __ 0-_______ _ 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 
unknown ---

Significant Dates 

_.Q§'I...ly: __ l~_~ 0 s 

St'ate significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

I3J See continuation sheet 



NPS Form 10-9OO-a 
(S-88) CMIB ApproVBJ No. 108-.0016 

Section number ----8 Page_1_ STATEMEnT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Brassfield Baptist Church is significant historically as 
the oldest intact chu0ch building in Granville County~ raised 
early enough almost certainly in the early 1¥40s - to have 
included a slave gallery, which it still retains.' (See Historic 
Context I - The Plantation Era in Granville County, 1746-1865) 
Its rich Greek Revival style finish, particularly its crossette
adorned west facade and handsomely detailed sanct.uary, is 
architecturally significant as the county's finest and lea~t 

altered nan-residential example of the styleu Indeed, the 
sanctuary is the earliest intact example of a non-residential 
interior in the county and one of the few interiors surviving 
from before the Civil War. (See associated Prope0ty Types 2 
Greek Revival and Romantic Style Dwellings - and 5.A. 
PIa Y'I tat ion E 'r" a Com m e Y' cia 1 , I n d us t 'r" i a I ~ I Y'1!3 tit uti 0 Y'I a I and 
F~e 1 i 9 i ous Bu i I dings) See Property Type Addendum' Sheet, Religious Buildings, 
for evaluation of the significance of surviving historic churches in the county 0 

In 1805 the commissioners of a multi-denominational meeting 
leased one acre of land from George Brassfield and Mary P. 

Clement [Deed Book S~ Page 109J. This acre is still owned by the 
church~ located at the nqrth end of its property and largely 
occupied by the cemetery.c The Brassfield Baptist Church Was 
officially constituted on Rugust 23, 18~3, its home a meeting 
house recently raised on the leased acre.~ In the early 18405, a 
tim e 0 f rn a.j 0 ).-. g )' ... () w t h f 0)''' the c h IJ ),-. c h '! the con g 'r-' e ~l at i (;t n a c qui )' .... e d 
title to the land upon which they were to raise the present 
bu i I c:l i ng. Dne ac)'''e of 1 and was deeded tot hem fo)'-' II nat u)'''a I I OVf::-) 

e:ind c;\f'fE-?ction" by Caleb BY'assfield in 1841 [Deed Boo 1-<. ll, PagE' 
364J and an additional 3 1/2 acres were acquired a year later 
from Anthony Clement, the son of Mary B.LClement, for the minimal 
l::; urn 0 f $ '7. 0 (> I: Dee d Boo k 1 1 , r~1 age 3 f; 4 J. + The c h lJ'r" C hac qui ) .... e d a 
final 3/4 acre tract in 1870 from John P. Lawrence for $5.00. 
The property, through alterations in road patterns and other 
c h E:·H'·, L~ e s , i !::) Y', 0 vJ L~. '75 2.i c j'-' E' 5 • 

Although no record of the construction of the present church 
survives, all evidence indicates that it was raised between 1841 
2:\ n c:I 1 B 4 Eo " The (3 ).-. E'2 e k f~ e v i val 5 t Y ], e fin ish 0 f the b u i I din [.;J 
conforms with the finish of extant dwellings raised in the county 
i )1'1 thE') 1 a L~ (> '!'3 i::Il;'1 cl 1 [3 ~i (> s . A co Y'I 5 t ) ..... u c t ion d ate P)' .... i 0)'.... tot he e a )'-. 1 Y 
18405 would be surprising, for the Greek Revival style was rarely 
(;.? x p)''' e s; sed i )1'1 the co un t yin the f 2.i s h ion 0 f' the c h u ),-. c h P)' .... i 0)'-' t 0 

that time. This architectural evidence, coupled with the rapidly 
expanding size of the ~ongregation -it doubled from 41 to 82 
between 1838 and 1840~ - and the dates of its first land 
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p u )-'" c has e s , i n d i cat e t hat the c h u )-... c h was not )-... a i sed be f 0 ) .... e 1 8.y· 1 0)-'" 

1 8 4 2 . C h u Y' C h Y' e C 0 )-'" d s , co fl1 P let e aft e)-'" 1 8 4 5 , m a 1-<. e nom en t ion 0 f 
the construction of a church, so the building was almost 
certainly standing by that date. 

The con 9 'r'" e ~I at ion, \t'J h i chi )'"1 c 1 IJ d e d bot h b 1 a c k and \t'J hit e 
p a )-"' ish ion e'r-' S , con tin u edt 0 g '(' 0 w t h '(' 0 IJ g h 0 u t the 1 840 san d 1 850 s . 
In 1855 its black membership, which had to enter its gallery by a 
separate stai~, was 45. ~hree y~~rs later t~e congregation's 
total m~mbershlp reached a hlgh of ~u1 persons. 

The Greek Revival style finish of the church is noteworthy 
fo)-" its age~ intactness and execution. At its f)· ... ont elevation, 
the north gable end facade, the building features a triangular 
pediment filled with flush boards, a simply articulated but 
1"\ n que s t ion a b 1 e e x amp 1 e 0 fat em p J. e f)-'" 0 n t des i g Y'I • The b u i 1 d i Yl g 'J S 

most striking elev~tion is its long west facade, which features 
eight crossetted window frames~ Two of these surrounds, those at 
the two-story tall south pulpit end of the sanctuary? en frame 
'permanently closed shutters, the windows behind them removed 
during alterations to the gallery in the 1920s. 

Inside, the church looks much as it did before the Civil 
War, when slaves still worshipped in the gallery. Remaining 
original features include octagonal handrails 'and posts - a 
favorite shape of the Greek Revival in the county flat-angled 
surrounds, flush-sheathed wainscoting and even the original pews. 
Though reduced in size in the 19305, the slave gallery is still 
largely intact, havi99 been restored with the rest of the 
i )'-1 t e)-.... i 0)-'" i )"1 the 1 ';oj 5 0 5 • 

- ... -- --...... -_. --. -- - - .. _ .. -- -- .. - .... - .- - -_. -- , .. - .- -- - - - _. - - - ._- _ ... -- -- --. 

1 P a )--. t 0 f the H fIl i s c: hap e 1 B apt i s t c: h u ).-. chi n no 'r'" the ) .... n G )--, E:\ n ville 
COlJnty~ built in 1855, still stands, though it is used a!:s an 
(:1 u t b u i 1 din gilT h e i n t act Nat ion a 1 Reg i s t e)-'" no nl ina ted f3 ale rll 
IYJ E:? tho dis t C h u ~ ... c h , b u i 1 tin c E' n t .,."' a 1 G 1·-' a n 'I ill e C (:I un t yin 1 8 c=; (> .. -. 1 85 1 ~ 
also still stands. 

i::: II H H i ~,.t 0)--' Y 0 f B)-'" ass fie 1 d B apt i 5 t C h IJ 'r"' C h, II Aug us t 2 1 , 1 98..3. 
published by the Chu'r"'ch in associi::\t ion with its 150th annive)-"'~)a'r"'y, 

t his p a rll phI e tis c:\ c a )--. e fIJI I Y 'r'" e 5 e a )" .... c h ed, 'r-' eli a b I e his t 0)-"' Y prep are d 
by Mr A. S. Woodlief in 1973. 
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3 "Th e H i £3 t (;1) .... Y 0 f B yo, a ~:; !:3 fie 1 d C h u )"-. c h II by G . L_ . A I len, ash 0)"'" t t: Y P e d 
history located at Volume 49 of the Hays Collection. 

iJ. ,. 
Not atyplcally for Granville County, where early recording 

practices were often indifferent, the 1842 deed was recorded on 
the same day as the 1841 deed. 
c::' 

~By contrast, the church's original 19 member 1823 congregation 
had dr' 0 p p edt 0 1 8 by 1 83(> . II A His t 0 )" ... y 0 f B )"-, ass fie I d B apt i s t 
Chur'ch, II ~1UgUS:;t 21~ :1.983. 

5 II r-) His to)"" Y 0 f B)"'" ass fie 1 d B apt i s t C h IJ ) .... c h, II Aug us t 2 1 '! 1 983 n 



g, 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
o previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
D recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

10. Geographical Data 

IX] See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
IXJ State historic preservation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

Acreage of property _3~=i=m=a",,-t=-=e=1...,;..y_4.!....,-. 7:....=..5----=:a"-"c::....:r=-e=.=s ________________ _ 

UTM References 
A lL.uJ tIlLBU6iDJ /3 i 91 919 1 2 I 40 : 

Zone Easting Northing 

C L-LJ LL I I I ) L~ 1 I I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

B LLJ I 1 I I 
Zone Easting 

D LLJ 1 I I I 

D See continuation sheet 

/ f I I 
Northing 

LL i I 

The boundary of Brassfield Baptist Church is the 'entire 4.75 acre parcel 
on which it is located, as shown in the 'aocompanying 1980 survey map of hhe 
property. 

D See continuation sheet 

-----
Boundary Justification 

The boundaries include the church and the cemetery that have been historically 
associated 'ivith the property and maintain historic integrity, The boundaries 
follow legally recorded boundary lines. 

D See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title -Ma.r_~ch; te.ctllraJ H; star; an 6, Patri...c.i...a Esperan,lH; .star; an 
organization Granv; J J e Co.uuty-Oxfard Hi stari c Sl1rveJdate J 2/3,187 
stre8t&number_LQ.~6(State H;st Pres Offl~ephone 919-693-1491 
city or town _...oxford state NC zip code 27565 
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II A His tOr"' y 0 f B r"' ass fie 1 d B apt i s t C h U r" c h. II Aug u ~. t 2 i , 
Published by the ch ur"'ch in assoc i at ion wit hit s 
anniver"'sar"Y, this pamphlet is a carefully researched and 
reliable history prepared by Mr. A. S. Woodlief in 1973. 

Allen, G~ 

shor"t 

Lull The His tOr'" y 0 f B r" ass fie 1 d B apt i s t 
typed church history is preserved 

Collection at Volume 49. 

Ch u r"ch. II 

in' the 

1983= 
150th 

This 
Hays 

II B r"' ass fie 1 d Links His tOr" y With Ear"' 1 y B apt i s t S .11 

Led q e r-' , Nove fll bel'" 1 1 , 1 '382. 

g x fOr" d P IJ b 1 i c 

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, 

N. C. 

Hay s 'I F r"' a n cis B. Un pub lis h e d col lee t ion 0 f 1 35 s c r"' a p boo k son 
Granville County history located at the Richard H. Thornton 

Pub lie Lib r"' a r"' y ~ 0 >-( fOr" d , N. C" 

I n t e r"' vie w It) i t h Gar"' 1 and Cat let t E , r\J 0 v e rll be ',.-. 2 ~ 1 '38'7 . 
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