











8. Statement of Significance -
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

D nationally [ Istatewide {_—_Xlocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [—:_]A L [X]c [ b

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ XJA [ B [ Jc [ jo [l [JF [Ja

Areas cf Signrificance (enter categories from instructions)

Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architrecture _ : . L

esxrlv 1840s . early 1840s

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

EG See continuaton sneet
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The Erassfield Raptist Chureh is significarnt historically as
the woldest intact chweoh building iv Gramville County, ralsed
early ernough - almos certainly in the early 1840s -~ to have
included a slave gallery, which it still retains.’ (See Historic
Conmtext I — The Flanmtation Era in Granville Couwnty, 1746-1865)
Ites rich Greek Revival style finish, particularly its orossette-

adorred  west  facade and handsomely detailed sanctuary, is
architectuwrally sigrnificant as the county’s finest and least
altered ror-residential example of the style. Irndeed, the
sanctuary is  the searliest intact example of a ron-residential
ivtericor  din the county and onme of the few interiocrs suwrevivinog
frum before the Civil War. {(Bee associated Froperty Types &~
Greeaek Revival and Romantic Style Dwelliwngs - and S5.A. . -
Flanmtation Era  Commercial, Imdustrial, Irmstitutional arnd

Relipgious Buildivgs) See Property Type Addendum Sheet, Religious Buildings,
for evaluation of the significance of surviving historic churches in the county.

Iy 1805 the commissiorers of a multi-derominational  meeting
owse  leased one acre of land from George Brassfield and Mary P
Clemernt [Deed RBook 8, Page 1091, This acre is still owned by the
o ek, located  at  the rorth end of its property and  largely
oecoeupied by the cemetery.  The Brassfield Baptist Church wWas
officially  oconmstituted oo August 23, 18E3, its home a meeting
house recently raised on the leased acre.” In the early 1840s, a
time of major growth for the chuweeh, the conmgregaticon  acouired
title +to the land uporn which they were to raise the present
Building. Owe acre of land was deeded to them for "natural love
arnd  affection” by Caleb Brassfield iw 1841 [Deed Book 11, Fage
34l and  an additicrmal 3 1/78 acres were acguired a year  later
from Anthorny Clement, the son of Mary B.4Clem9ﬂtv foor the minimal
gim  af $7.00 [Deed Book 11, Fage 36471. The chuwreh acquired a
firal 374 acre tract in 1870 fram Joha P Lawrence for $5.00.
The praperty, thyough  alterations in road patterns and  other
changes, 18 now 4. 75 acres.

Although wo record of the comstruction of the present chuech
SLUVIVES, all evidernce indicates that it was raised between 1841

and 1846, The Greek Revival style finish of +the building
coviforms with the finish of extant dwellings raised in the cournty
im the 1840s and 18&E0s. A covstruction date prior to the early

1840s would be surprising, for the Greek Revival style was rarely
expressed ivm  the county in the fashion of the chweh  pricos to
that +ime. This architectural evidewnce, coupled with the rapidly
@xpanding  size of the pongregation - it dowbled from 41 to 82
betweern 1838 and 18407 - and the dates of its first land
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purchases, indicate that the church was rnot raised before 1841 or
1842, Church records, complete after 1846, make v mewntior of
the construction of & churech, so the building was almost
certainly standing by that date. ’

 The congregation, which imcluded both  black and white
parishioners, comtinued to grow throughout the 1840s and  1850s.
iy, 1855 its black membership, which had to enter its gallery by a
separate stair, was  40. Three years later tEe congregation’s
total membership reached a high of 201 persons.

The Greek Revival style finish of the church is rioteworthy
foy its age, intactrness and executior. At its fromt elevation,
the worth gable end facade, the building features a ftriangular
pediment filled with flush boards, a simply articulated but

unquesticonable example of & temple front desigr. The building’s
most  striking elevation is its long west facade, which features
@ight crossetted window frames. Two of these surrounds, those at

the two—story tall scuth pulpit end of  the samctuary, enframe
permanently cloased shutters, the windows behind them removed
during alterations to the gallery im the 1320s. :

Insidey the church lmoks much as it did before the Civil

War, wher slaves still wooeshipped inm the gallery. Remairning
crriginal  features irvclude octagonal handrails and posts — &
favorite shape of the Breek Revival in the county - flat—arngled

surrounds, flush-sheathed wainscoting and everir the coiginal pews.
Though  reduced in size in the 1930s, the slave gallery is still
larpgely intact, haviyg beern restored with the rest of the

irterior ivn the 1950s.

1Pawt =of the Amis Chapel Baptist Chureh in rmiorthern  Granville
County, built ivm 1835, still stands, though it is used as an
cutbuilding. The intact Nat iornal Register mnominated Salem
Methodist Church, built in central Granville County in 1860-1861,

also sti1ll stands.

S Histeory of  Brassfield Faptist Church," August 21, 1383.
published by the Church i associatiorn with its 160th armmiversary,
this pamphlet is a carefully researched, reliable history prepared
by Mr. A. S. Woodlief in 1973.
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i The History of Brassfield Chwreh" by G. L. Allen, & short typed
Rhistory located at Volume 49 of the Hays Collectiorn.

qut atypically for Granville County, where early recording
practices were often indifferent, the 1842 deed was recorded  on
the same day as the 1841 deed.
uBy contrast, the churech’s ocriginmal 19 member 1823 cowmpgregat ion
had dropped  to 18 by 1830, "A History of Brassfield Baptist
Churech, " Auguast 21, 1983,

e“ﬁ History of Brassfield Raptist Chweeh, " August 21, 1983,

7Imtewview with Garlarnd Catlette, November =, 1987.



9. Méjor Bibliographical References

[X—_ISee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

(] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested @State historic preservation office
[__Ipreviously listed in the National Register [_]Other State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register [:] Federal agency
Ddesignaied a National Historic Landmark D Local government
[ lrecorded by Historic American Buildings ] University
Survey # D Other
[ _Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # "

10. Geographical Data .
Acreage of property approximately 4,75 acres

UTM References

Alliz] 1717.8126:0] [3:9199:2, 40 Bl Ll oy bbb by
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
clod Ll o by v bbb by o3 I I I T T O I T

[___—J See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of Brassfield Baptist Church is the entire 4.75 acre parcel
on which it is located, as shown in the accompanying 1980 survey map of the

property.

DSee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries include the church and the cemetery that have been historically
associated with the property and maintain historic integrity. The boundaries

follow legally recorded boundary lines.

E]See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nameftite Marwvin Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Fsperon/Historian
organization Granwville County-Qxford Historic Surveydate 12/3/87

street & number _P_ Q. Box 1556 (State Higt Pres.  OQff telephone 919-693-1491
city or town __ Qxford state NC zip code 27565
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