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1. Name of Property

historic name  Allen-Mangum House
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number State Road 1700 NI/l not for publication
city, town Grissom L)dvicinity
state North Carolina  code NC county Granville code (77 zip code 2757272
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
DE] private D building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
D public-local % district 1 buildings
[ ] public-State site I sites
] public-Federal % structure structures
object objects
2 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources péeviously
Historic_and Architectiiral Resources of Granville listed in the National Register

CoptrrEiF—mer -t &
4. Staté/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby cenrtify that this

Xl nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my o;;}nijW prop @D%s not meet the National Register criteria. [_] See continuation sheet.
V/ ? //};&bllc— - Faa, A /"24‘??
Signature of certifying official ! /

Date
State Historic Preservaéon Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, cenrtify that this property is:
[ lentered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.
[ ]determined eligible for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet.
Ddetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.
[ Jother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Vacant/not in use

7. Description

~Architectural-Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Gothic Rewvival

Greek Revival

Ttalianate

~-Materials-(enter categories from-instructions)

foundation brick
walls weatherhoard
roof metal
other wood
hrick

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

IX—_I See continuation sheet
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The Allen—-Marngum House, the only Carpernter Gothic Revival
and Italiarnate style dwelling surviving in Granville County From
the nineteernth cerntury, has the most ornately carved woodwork of
ary  local mineteenth century dwelling. Viewed from the road
across a white wooden fernce and an immaculately maintairned lawr,
its Ffront porch is a tribute to the abilities of its carpenters.
The woodwork of the porch, i company with that of the remainder
of  the exteriocr and the interiocr finish as  well, is a fine

representative of the style and craftmanship of the Gothic
Revival in the county during the late planmtation and early bright
leaf era. Some plainer, plantation era, Greek Revival style

woodwork also still adorns the original rear ell.

The lovmg fyonmt block of the frame structuwre is two stories
tall, one—room deep and divided by a center hall — the I-house
form  so common in the county throughout the last three guarters
af the nineteenth century and the first quarter of the twentieth.
To its rear is a two—story ell that was the original block of the

dwellirg. A corbelled brick chimmey pierces the center of the
ell’s metal shingle roofy similar chimnmeys at the front block are
located just inside its gable ernds. The three—-bay wide, ot b

facing front block has a broad facade pable and gable ends, which
are elaborately adorrned with incised rectangular verntilators and
with batterns that terminate in arrowhead points. These pables
are further underpiymed with ornately floriated brackets and a
frivge of applied triangles, all of which rivng the entire front

bloek. The flush gable end, box—cormiced, rear ell is  more
simply finished outside, sharing ocnly the triarngularly capped
wirdow surrounds of the fromt block. These surrounds were added
at the six—over—-six windows of the older block when the front
bloek, which has two—over—-two windows, was erected. A kitchen

2ll with the same surrounds was erected contemporarecusly with
the fronmt block and affixed to the east end of the two—-story ell.

The house’s grandest exterior decoration was saved for  its
fronmt poreh. The most striking featwre of the porch is  an
exceptionally intricate, cutout screen of woodwork draped between
the tops of sguare, bracketed posts. These posts and  the

companion cornerposts of the fromt blocock are finished with small
hrackets and inset arches that are reminiscent of woodwork  found
at a small rumber of mid-nineteenth centuwry buildings in the
cohrty . The poreh is further ocrrnmamented by  intricate cutout
balusters rurming between the bottoms of +the porch  posts.
Completing the decoration are brackets and an applied fringe of
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triamgles at the poreh’s flat roof, and a deck that is purnctuated
by short  square posts with inset arches and railed by a ruan of
boards fashiormed into stylized flews—de-lis.

The interiocr of the house is meatly though less grandly
firnished. Like the exteriaor, it is little charged and intact.
The ryooms of the fronmt block are adovved with tornpgue and  groove
wainscoting, fouwr—panel doors set  in molded  sueryounds,  and
mantels with straight posts and Gothic pointed livtels. The
hallway, lit by the frosted pglass sidelights of the fromt entry,
is fuwrther adorned with elaborately cut stair ernds, a carved

rnewel post and a coat rail. The upstairs east bedroom is also
particulary handsomely finished, with & rouwnded arched mantel and
wood—grained closet doors. The rear two-story ell is more simply

finished than the front block in modest  Greek Revival style,
retaining plain post and lintel marntels and some two—parnel doors.

The family cemetery east of the house is a contributing site within the
nomination boundaries. Tt contains the graves of the Allens and the Mangums,
beginning with Joseph B. Allen, who died in 1854.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I:] nationally [:I statewide @ locally

Applicable National Register Criteria @A DB [Xc []o

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) (1A []B [(lc b (1 [JF [Ja

Areas ‘éfkk‘Syign‘ificahcé” (éntéf cétéﬂkgories‘fkr“om lnstructlons) kﬁéric‘id‘mﬂof Sig”riki“fibénce - Svgmflcam kDyétes N
Architecture late 1840s-1937 late 1840s
Agriculture circa 1880

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

@See continuation sheet
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The well-kept and intact, graciously sited Allev—Marigum
House — the rear block of which was built in the late 1840s, the

frovmt  blaock circa 1880 - is significant because of its fine
Carpernter Gothic, Greek Revival and Italianate style design and
craftsmanship, ite econdition and its rarity. (See associated
Fyoperty Type 1 - Greel Revival and Romantic Style Dwellings)
Its wuwnaltered front block is  the only swviving rnineteenth
century residence in  the county thaet is Carpenter Gothic and
Italianate in style. (The older Rufus Amis House, built iv the
1850s, is the only other decidedly Gothic Revival style residence
standivrg ivn  the couwnty from the wnineteenth cerntury.) Ravity

alone does not make the style significant, however, for it is
masterfully worked at the dwelling, from  the front block’ls
exceptional and irmtricately cut fromt porch, o its  trianmgular
capped windows, corbelled chimmeys and decorated coormerposts and
gables. The intricate stair ends and newel post, wood—grairned
four—-parel doors, and Gothic arched martels of the intericr  of
the fromt block are also fine, and wusual, local examples of the
Gothic Revival. The oldest sectiorn of the dwellinmg — the twao-
story, antebellum rear ell ~ had its window swrounds altered to
match those of the fromt block and the kitchen ell to its side,
but it retainms a rumber of original, earlier decorative elements,
including post and lintel mantels and two-panel doors, that are
representative of  the Greek Revival style inm  the county.
Originally a plantaticon seat and later the center of & bripght
leaf farm, the house, inm  particular the main Ffromt  blocok,
reflects  in form and fashion the sophisticaticon of the county’s
planter class and succeeding bright leaf gprowers. (See associated
Historic Contexts 1 and 8 ~ The Flanmtation Era in  Granville
County, 1746—-1865, and Eright lLeaf Tobacco and Rural Granville
Cournty, 1866-1937) Although ro early coutbulldings suwrvive, the
property ivncludes a family cemetery that holds the remains of the
house's builders and many of its subseguent owrers.

Joseph B. Allen (1813-1834), who erected the rear two-story
ell of the house, and his wife, Julia (Morgarn) Allenm (1822-1894),
are buried in the small family cemetery on the property. Joseph
acquired 121 acres of his plantaticon in 1844 from Jerry Estes for
$461.70 [Deed Book 13, Fage 1811 and an additiornal wmine acres
fyom  William D. Allern in 1851 for $58 and 3/4 cents [Deed Rook

19, Fage 141. These dates, coupled with the Greek Revival style
of the origival rear ell, indicate that he built the rear section
of the house in the late 1840s o shortly thereafter. The frornt

block of the house was apparently built by H. D. Marigum, the
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brother of the Allen’s dauphter—iv-1law, Martha. Although  the
block’s porch  and corner posts are adorned with  brackets  and

b=

irnset arches that are similar to those Found at three mid-

rilneteenth centuwry, central Granville Couwnty buildivgs - Salem
Methodist arnd Hrnott’s Grove Baptist churches and  the ruinous
plantatiorn seat of "Tar River" Jimmy Crews - and to those
emplayed by roted regional builder Jacob Holt, who is krowrs  to
have worked in the couwnty, its facade gable form, two—over—two
windows, interior end chimmeys, Italianate details arnd

overall proportions indicate that it was viot built wuntil after
the Civil War.

Little is kriown of the Allens, though the federal slave
census of 1860 lists Julia as the owrner of seven slaves housed in
two dwellings. Iv 1879 Julia deeded the house and 279 acres of
land to her son and daughter—in—law, Rufus (1850-1923) and Martha
(Mawrgum) Allen (1844-1934), and to Martha’®s brother, H. D. Marngum
(1847-1937) [Deed Book 339, Fage 1841, all of whom are buried rnear
her in the cemetery. Ivi 1880 Marngum acquired sole rights to the
house and property [Deed Rook 36, Fage 3751 and apparently built
the fyront block; the house has remained in his family since.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Allen-Bragg Family History, provided by Mable Allen, copy located in Allen-Mangum House
file, Survey and Planning Branch of Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, N.C.

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public =

Library, Oxford, N.C.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

Dpreviously listed in the National Register

Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register

l:]designated a National Historic Landmark

Drecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

[ Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

DSee continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office

[_]Other State agency

l:l Federal agency

[ lLocal government

D University

D Other

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data

approximately 3.5 acres

Acreage of property

UTM References
A 117 Lzl1aals1010) [3191918]01810]
Zone  Easting Northing

ol NN B I T T T B BT B

T N T TN B N O AR

Zone  Easting Northing

>IN I O I T R O B BT A R

L] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

[xx]See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

@See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle

Marvin A. brown/Architectural Historian & PFatricia Bsperon/Historilan

organization _Granville Countv=0xford Historic Survey

date __8/18/87

street & number _P.Q. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office) telephone 919-693-1491

city or town __Oxford

state N.C. zip code 27565
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VEREAL BOUNDARY DESCRIFTION

The property is a parcel measuring approximately 430 x 360
feat, the northwest corner of which is approximately 243 feet
directly rnorthwest of the rnorthwest covner of the foundation of
the front block of the house, and whose southeast ocorner is
approximately 280 feet directly southeast of the southeast corner
of the foundatiow of the fromt block of the house. Attached T
the eastern side of the rectangular parcel, appraoximately 177
feet south of State Road 1700, is the cemetery gprownd measuring
appraoximately 63 feet east from the ferce line of the house to
the rortheast cormer of the cemetery ferce, approximately 49 feet
south  from  the rortheast corner of the cemetery fernce to the
sountheast corner of the cemetery fence and approximately &3 feet
west from the southeast corrner of the cemetery ferce to the ferce

lime of the house. The rorthern border of the nominated area
approximately follows the southern side of State Road 1700, the
western border of the rnominated area approximately follows  the

ferce lirne of the house, the southern border of the wominated
area appraximately follows the fence line of the house, the
eastern border of the romirated area approximately follows tThe
fernce line of the house except where it is extended to  include
the cemetery.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Approximately 3.5 acres that include the dwelling, cemetery,
and swrounding 1ot that are historically assccociated with  the
property, mainmtain historic integrity, and conmvey the property’s
historic setting are being rominated for the Natiomal Repgister.
The remaining property has beern excluded because it is rnot koo
with certainty to be historically associated with the property.

The wovtherv bourndary ivcludes the dwelling to its south and
excludes property mnot  owned by the owner to its  worth. The
westernr, southerr, and eastern boundaries ivclude the dwelling
and cemetery and exclude praperty rnot known with certainty to be
historically associated with the property.



Gode onl -~~~”C,’Q,,,,
l .
| e
! |
{ \ l :Z
] ) aE
| I ({
| it
! i
‘ t
| \ , \; B
I | j
{ ' |
’ b «®
’ ] | H C( O («écff
| | (Cf’\l-(ﬂ;‘.. ]
Steha
z | s
!
l |
l !
| |
} | |
““ - /\fﬁf\« \ﬂ(&,l‘\ - \-’DO\*"“&(‘" ( L! I‘N
- - 2 . - - \
Q’\CQ }\ ne
Allgn_ . |
j/«_, Ny H C&LAA’}\/» /\/'C/ g
){"’(:,,‘“)’ ‘(/-i’é I\( - 7(,.’(
A D 3
{[(y "f‘“ﬂ(“‘
N &
'(Ru\)/\ _S c
7/ ?Cd’(‘@p\_ CSGQ“V\



D56 11 Sw
(CREEDMOOR)

5.







