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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main block of the Rea Store is a two-story structure

approximately 40 feet by 28 feet built of brick laid in Flemish bond.

The main facade, facing Williams Street, features a cenbter entrance with
double flush panel doors and a Jjack arch. On either side are single

large windows with Jjack arches. The center bay of the second floor has a
similar double door above which is a projecting hoist bar. There are
pairs of small windows with Jack arches flanking the upper doorway. There
is a three-bay one~story wing on the west side. This was a later addition
to the main section and was also built of brick laid in Flemish bond. It hag
an exterior chiimey on the western end.

On the interior, the larger block contains one room on each floor
connected by a stair on the east wall. The walls are plastered, and the
beaded beams of the second floor exposed. The utilitarian design of the
Rea Store is evident in such features as those just mentioned and in the
window arrangement. The larger fenestration of the lower floor may have
facilitabed the display of merchandise, the smaller windows on the secad
would merely have provided the necessary illumination for that sbtorage
area. The second floor door and hoist bar were used to facilitalte the
movement of bulky items to the storage area. The one-story wing is thought
to have served as an office. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The William Rea Store in Murfreesboro is one of the oldest commercial
buildings in North Carolina. The store was built on the corner of Fourth
and Williams about 1790 by William Rea, a wealthy Boston merchant who
traded extensively between Murfreesboro and New England. Rea and four
brothers oubfitted trading ships at Murfreesboro during the first half
of the nineteenth century which made the town an important export center
for the Roanoke Valley. An office wing was added to the store aboub 1803
and served as the law office of Thomas Maney who later became a prominent
Tennessee judge. On March 31, 1831, William Rea sold the store to
Benjamin B. Camp of Southampton County, Virginia. Subsequent owners
included David A. Barnes, F. F, Ferguson, and H. U. White. In the early
1900s the old store was used as a machine shop where newly-invented
mechanical. peanut harvesters were serviced. Julia White Miles and her
husband W, L. Miles sold the store lot to Edwin P. Brown on May 1, 1967,
and Brown, in turn, donated the property to the Murfreesboro HlStOrlCal

Asgociation on the same day.
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D@ed,”William Rea to Benjamin Camp, March 31, 1831, in possession of
Camp family, Franklin, Virginia.
4 He?beTd County Records, Hertford County Courthouse, Winton, North
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