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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wheeler House is a two-story structure built of brick laid in
Flemish bond. The south (front) facade is three bays wide with windows
of nine-over-nine sash on the first story and six—over-nine on the second,
both trimmed with Jjack arches. The main featwre of the facade is a later
two-story pedimented portico supported by four simple square columns and
enclosed with scroll saw balustrades. The central entrance is framed by
attenuated paneled pilasters, sidelights, and is surmounted by an eliptical
fanlight. The house has a single interior chimney at each end. The gable
roof has slightly splayed eaves and rests on a simple cornice ornamented
with pierced dentils. The north (rear) facade is covercd by a two-bay
shed porch which connects the house to a seporate outbuilding. This
dependency is a single-story, two-bay, gable-roofed structure of brick
laid in common bond. It has a box cornice and slightly splayed eaves.

The interior of the Wheeler House is a central passage plan with one
room on either side. To the left of thelnll is a large parlor which has been
greatly altered. It retains traces of the original painted wallpaper
applied directly to vertical sheathing. The hall is finished with board
and batten above and below the chair raill., The right parlor has plaster
above the chair rail which is not original. In this room is an enclosed
sbair which actually opens into the hall.
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STATEMENT OF SIGMIFICANCE

'

John Wheeler came to Murfireesboro in 1796 fram Hope Plantation i
County, whers he was emnployed by the Stone family. He bought the bric
house in the first decade of the nineteenth century soon @}Ber JLS G
Wheeler became quite prominent in Hertford County. He served as the
town postmaster and a trustee of both Murlreesboro and Hertford scadanios.
In 1806, his son, John Hill Wheeler, was born in the house. The younge
Wheeler served as superintendent of the United Stabes Mint at Charlo
and as the first United States minister to Nicaragua, and he wrobe a hi:
of his sbate. After the death of the elder Wheeler and his wife Surah in
1832 and 1833, the house was transforred to their so mn, Pr. Samuel Jorday
Wheeler who graduated from Union College in New York wud later bub&nn.hl
authority on the history of the Baplbist Church in Norbh Carolina. He olso
founded the Murfreecsboro Cilizen newspaper. Hig son, Sanuel, Jp.> sold
the house in 1872 to Julian G. Moore who quickly resold it to Jessc J.
Yeates, a United States Senotor from North Carolina. Yeabes sold bLhe
property within one mont h to James M. Trader. The Trader fanily ret
house for over eighty years. In 1969 it was donabed o the Murlreesbo
Historical Associabion by Mrs. Vieginia Camp Smith for restoration and
inclugion in the Murfreesboro Historic District.

Thi

o

Plans are presently underwoy ©o restore the Wheeler House as an
interesting example of vernacular archi t seture oi the Federal period in
North Carolina,.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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