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Also on the Mill Prong property was a private cemetery that would become known as 
"McEachern's Cemetery." The oldest tombstone appears to .be that of Gilbert McMillan who 
died in 1772. McMillan was John Gilchrist's father-in-law. This cemetery contains graves 
of members of the Currie, McBryde, McEachern, Gilchrist, McMillan, 'and oth,er allied Scots 
families of importance. As such it is an important site in the cultural history of the 
area.II 

Archibald McEachern became one of the leading citizens in the area, a fact attested 
to by his commission as a Robeson County miltia lieutenent in 1811 and his c·ommission as 
a major in 1819.12 McEachern became "a man of good education, real �c�u�l�t�u�r�e�~� fine business 
judgment, and a leader respected by his entire community."13 He was instrumental in found
ing the Montpelier Presbyterian Church near Wagram.14 He was a successful farmer, with 
real estate valued at $5,000 in 1850 and 28 slaves to work his land. The 1860 census 
reveals that McEachern had increased his slaves to 41 and owned 'over 3» 000 acres �~� 500 of 
which was cultivated. He grew wheat, corn, rye, oats, peas, beans, potatoes, and had 
livestock valued at $2,885.15. 

McEachern died in May of 1873. In his will, probated the next year, he left his 
Mill Prong property to Daniel Purcell McEachern, the tenth of his twelve children, along 
with "the mill and blacksmith shop, the wagon and carts, all the farming utensils, all 
the stock of horses, mules, hogs, sheep and cattle." Also included was the cemetery.16 
Daniel Purcell McEachern was born in 1836, making him 38 when he inherited his father's 
land.17 He attended the University of North Carolina, receiving an A.B. degree in 1859.18 
In the Civil War he served in the Fourteenth North Carolina Volunteers under Captain W. J. 
Clark. In 1880 he was married to Mary �M�c�N�~�i�l� of Cumberland County, a daughter of Sheriff 
Hector McNeil and direct descendant of Neil McNeil who was one of the founders of the 
Scots colony in the upper Cape Fear region. D. P. McEach'ern was a religious, leader in 
the area, serving for many years as an elder in the Presbyterian Church, while his wife 
taught in several schools in the area.19 In 1912 McEachern willed the cemetery property 
"in which . . . lie the mortal remains of a long line of ancestors" to the Fayetteville 
Presbytery, but it was not accepted.20 Mill Prong continued to be a center of culture 
and learning in the region.) in addition to a prosperous farm.21 

D. P. McEachern and Mary McEachern had three children, the last of whom died in 
infancy. The other two children were daughters, Beatrice Torley McEachern, born July 
22, 1881, and Mary McNeil McEachern, born September 8, 1883.2 In 1895. the family moved . 
to Red Springs for a time to allow the daughters to attend Flora McDonald College, from 
which both graduated.23 D. P. McEachern died October 19, 1917. His will left the Mill 
Prong property, consisting of one thousand acres to his eldest daughter, while leaving 
the land east of Mill Prong to his youngest daughter. He left his wife, who died in 1934, 
"use of all resources of the whole estate" for the remainder of her life. 24

5 In 1919 Mary 
McNeil McEachern sold her part of the inheritance to her sister for $10.002 By 1919 
Beatrice McEachern, who had married George Bullock of. Vance County in 1906, had five 
children.26 In 1964 she sold Mill Prong to her eldest son Walter Richard Bullock for 
one dollar. This transaction encompassed 500 acres.27 Mrs. Bullock is the current owner 
of the home. 

In May of 1978 Mill Prong Preservation, Incorporated, was formed and secured a fifty
year lease for the house and 2.6 acres of surrounding property.28 The group plans to pres
erve the house and thereby preserve almost 200 years of area history reflected in Mill Prong. 
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FOOTNOTES 

lJohn Edwin Purcell, II, Lumber River Scots and Their Descendants (Lumberton; 1942), 
464-465, hereinafter cited as Purcell, Lumber River Scots. Gilchrist was followed in 
North Carolina by his older sister Mary Gilchrist who emigrated from Scotland in 1773 
with her husband John McBryde. John McBryde died in 1785, while his wife died in 1792. 
Both are buried in McEachern cemetery. Purcell, Lumber River Scots, 735. 

2Duane Meyer, The Highland Scots of North Carolina: 1732-1776 (Chapel Hill: The 
University of North Carolina Press, 1961), 28-29. 

3 . 
Purcell, Lumber River Scots, 465-466. 

4Archibald McEachern Papers, North Carolina State Archives, hereinafter cited as 
McEachern Papers. 

5Purcell, Lumber River Scots, 465-466, p. 698; Alumni Directory of the University 
of North Carolina (Chapel Hill: Alumni Office, 1954), hereinafter'cited as Alumni 
Directory of the University of North Carolina. 

6Robeson County Will Book 1, p. 75. The last of Gilchrist's ten children was born 
to his second wife ,Flora Currie Gilchrist, whom he married after the death of his first 
wife in 1794. Purcell, Lumber River Scots, 466-468. 

7Third Census of the United States, 1810, Population Schedule, Robeson County, 224; 
and Purcell, Lumber River Scots, 698. 

8Unrecorded deed found in McEachern Papers. 

9 Purcell, Lumber River Scots, 338-339, 343. 

10 News-Journal (Raeford), October 5, 1978; Purcell, Lumber River Scots,. 341. 

11 
Purcell, Lumber River Scots) 467. 

12 McEachern Papers. 

13 
340 . Purcell, Lumber River 

. "It' 

14 Purcell, Lumber River 341. 

15 Seventh Census of the United States, 1850, Robeson County, North Carolina: Agri-
cultural Schedule, Slave Schedule. Eighth Census of the United States, 1860, Robeson' 
County, North Carolina, AgricuturalSchedule, Slave Schedule. 

16 Robeson County Will Book 3, p. 69. 
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FOOTNOTES (continued) 

17 Purcell, Lumber River Scots, 399. 

l8Al . . f h . . f h C '1 . 563 umn1 D1rectory 0 t e Un1vers1ty 0 Nort aro 1na, . 

19 Purcell, Lumber River Scots, 399-401. 

20 Hoke County Deed Book 12, p. 98. 

21 
Purcell, Lumber River Scots, 401; Tenth Census of the United States, 1880, 

Robeson County, North Carolina: Agricultural Schedule; Levi Branson (ed.), North 
Carolina Business Directory for 1890 (Raleigh: Levi Branson, 1889), 562. 

22 
Purcell, Lumber River Scots, 401 

23 Purcell, Lumber River Scots, 400. 

24Hoke County Will Book 5, p. 599. 

25Hoke County Deed Book 19, p. 536. 

26 Purcell, Lumber River Scots, 401-402. 

27 Hoke County Deed Book 131, p. 527. 

28 
News-Journal (Raeford), October 5, 1978. 
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