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built primarily with local mate 1 the tone of the exter was sa 
extracted from a quarry on Burneys Mountain just to the northeast.l9 

to be 

Daniel Blake was twice married and the father of eight children. He died in 1873.
20 

His will stated that all of his estate should be given and devised to R. B. Blake 
and B. H. Rutledge and granted them power to sell any or the whole of the estate 
and the proceeds thereof to be used to pay all just debts and the remainder to be 
divided in seven shares.21 Apparent R. B. Blake, who was responsible for the building 
of the existing house, must have chosen to keep this home tract for himself. In 
1920 Benjamin Rutledge deeded his interest to R. B. Blake, making him the sale owner 22 
of the tract which is in this deed described as consisting of approximately 100 acres. 

According to his niece, Mrs. Emma Blake Rutledge, Robert Blake lived a fairly quiet 
life. He was Daniel Blake's son by his second marriage. He attended the Naval Academy 
briefly and then returned home to "The Meadows" (for that name hCtd continued to be 
used for the second house). He never married and pursued no active career. Apparently 
he cultivated very little of the land and largely detived his income from selling parts 
of the estate. His mother lived with him until she dieG in 1913.23 

In 1925 R. B. Blake sold this tract (resurveyed and described as 126.54 acres) to 
M. E. Gruber, a resident of Florida.24 M. E. Gruber, then, in the same year sold 
the property to A. J. Cleary who then in 1926 sold the tract to Eugene C. Ward.25 
The property was then transferred back to M. E. �G�~�u�b�e�r� in 1927.26 During this (,eriod 
of ownership a mortgage naming R. B. Blake had been in effect, but in 1920 this was 
foreclosed and the trustee then sold the property to P. H. �B�r�a�n�c�h�~� M. E. P] in, Edwin 
L.Ray, and W. E. Shufford jointly.27 In 1938 Charles F. Speed bought the prcrerty 
and in 1941 sold it to Edwin Tracy Edgerton, whose family occupied the home for about 
thirty years.28 In 1972 the property was once sold to John C. Youngblood ard 
William T. Justice.29 During theSe years of ownership the house was used as a private 
residence with no particular significance being attached to �t�h�o�s�~� occupants. The 
property is adjacent to an industrial park and was recently (July, 1979) purchased 
by the Kellwood Corporation. Adjacent development has begur., U,ough the company 
has stated its intentions to preserve the old stone house. The house and its 
associated landscaping survive as important remnants of nineteenth century low-country 
influences in this region. 
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and granddaughter of Daniel Blake, hereinafter cited as Rutledge Interview 5/19/79. 

12 
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Calvary Parish 

13 
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Henderson County Deed Book. 

17 
Henderson County Deed Book 16, p. 84. 

18 
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19 
Rutledge Interview 5/19/79. 

20 
Rutledge 5/19/79; and 1873 is shown as death on headstone in 
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21 
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Henderson County Deed Book 105, p. 176. 

23 
Rutledge Interview 5/19/79. 

24 
Henderson County Deed Book 139, p. 6. 

25 
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26 
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27 
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a line running south-southwest along the eastern edge ofa new access road from its 
intersection with SR 1547 a distance of approximately 1000 feet to the southernmost 
boundary of the Kellwood property. The southern boundary is given by the southern 
propetty line of the Kellwood ttact, running east a distance of approximately 800 
feet to the intersection with the Southern Railway right-of-way. The eastern boundary 
follows the railroad right-of-way north tothe intersection with SR 1547. The northern 
boundary follows the southern edge of the SR 1547 r west back to the beginning 
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The Meadows (Blake House) 
South side of SR 1547, 0.1 mile west of 

junction with SR 1545. 
Fletcher vicinity, Henderson County, N.C. 
10 acres 
Fruitland, N.C. Quadrangle. Scale 1:24000 
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