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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box 
or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For 
functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place 
additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all 
items. 

1. Name of r;;lI .. t"~n.a,lI"i'\, 

historic name Grey Hosiery Mill 

other names/site number Water Department - City of Hendersonville: Hold Hosiery 

2. Location 

street & number 301 Fourth Avenue East 
city or town Hendersonville 
state North Carolina code .....:...N,;",,;;C=--_ 

3. State/Federa~ ",...0. .... ,..." Certification 

county Henderson 

not for publication .:.,..:N.:..;,./ A..:...-__ 
vicinity ~ 

code 089 zip code 28792 

I As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination 
I __ request for determination of eiigibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Re-gister of 

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
-X- meets __ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
_ nationally _ statewide _X_ locally. (_ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signarure ~(j~ ;;-4~ 0 
Dat~' I 

: State or Federal agency and bureau 

~ ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In my opinion. the property __ meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria. (_ See continuation sheet for additionai 
comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby certify that this property is: 

__ entered in the National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

__ determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See cOfl,inuaoon sh,::;et. 
__ determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
__ removed from the National Register 
__ other (explain): 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



(Check as many boxes apply) (Check only one box) 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Number of contributing resources 
In the National KeQlster 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

listed 



Name of Property 

8. Statement of 
Criteria 

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the 
property 
for National Register listing) 

~ A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

~ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

_ E a reconstructed building, object,or structure. 

_ F a commemorative property. 

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 

Henderson County, North Carolina 
County and State 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Arch itectu re 
Industry 

Period of Significance 
1915 -1947 

Significant Dates 
1915 
1919 
1947 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Unknown 

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

tm:lllolCU "'It" .......... References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested. 

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

#_----
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # ____ _ 

Primary Location of Additional Data 

_X_State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local government 
_ University 
_X_ Other 

Name of repository: 
Henderson County Library 



1 

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

1 3909020 
Northing 

2 4 
continuation sheet 

name/title 

date 

street & number ..,!..,..;::;---==!...::::...:....:::;.;:::....-______ ~ _______ ~ telephone 

or town state zip code 

A (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

for historic districts and properties 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name 
street 

city or town 

large acreage or numerous resources. 

telephone 

state zip code 

St~liteime!nt: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16. U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

staltennenlt: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or 
any aspect ofthis form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the 
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Original Portion of Mill (1915) 
Built in 1915, the original 

rectangular building faces south Avenue long along Grove 
roof portico supported by plain square colulnns lnarks the entrance to the building on 
steps lead to a pair of doors, which are by a 
Inulti-pane steel~sash windows with concrete sills flank the entrance 
that is peaked slightly in the center. The side elevation on Grove consists of the Saine 

long, 
A low hip 

Avenue. Concrete 

windows running the length of the building. A double-leaf, nine-over-two~panel door located in center of 
the elevation is accessed by a low wooden-deck ramp. A second which is with a lnetal 
door, replaced the next to the northern most window bay on Grove elevation. The northern most 
window bay has been partially enclosed around a <":P''lI'p,n"·n\l,-"p,'Vf'':n 

The interior of the original section has wood floors, beaded-board ceilings, and clerestory on 
both the east west elevations can be opened and closed the pulley 
tilnber posts supporting the roof beams and truss system are The ends 
project through the exterior walls and are to a rounded 
partitions added by the City of Hendersonville upon occupying 

1919 Addition to Mill 
In 1919, the building was enlarged with a roughly rectangular-shaped brick addition "'L>."' .................... Lh to the 

east along Fourth Avenue and then north within the block. This an overall J 
configuration with a courtyard separating the two north-south oriented sections of the building. The ~H'''J-,>'''H' 



IS 

UV"I ..... .::h::>"-'U ""-.u'v ............ -'- four metal roll-up doors. 

addition, 1947, A"V'TA'I"1Irl1:' 

along Grove This 
""',,,,,"'-h,,..,.+·, ..... rv the west elevation. 

or Fifth Avenue 
no 

OMS Approval No. 1024-0018 

IS 

of the originallnill building and 
11T<:>1~1tJi-n design with only 

"",_r"'1rIIlV windows and a 1f"t3£"AI:','Ari 

section of the Inill concrete 
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construction, 
A in area of ."",,"',,""1-~ 
Hosiery Mill was an integral 
century, providing jobs 

OMS Approval No. 1024·0018 

distribution of hosisery produed at the mill. The Grey family operated the mill until 1965 when Holt Hosiery 
Mills, Inc. of Burlington purchased the operation. Holt Hosiery halted production at the plant in 1967. 

Historical Background 
Henderson County is situated at 

central section of the county is a 
part of the state. Hendersonville, the 
center of county, at approximately 2,200 

The town of Hendersonville, 
developlnent until the late nineteenth 

North 
the mountainous western 

~J..Lt\"~~.Il.llV.llj_tU.llJlv valley, near the &""",_,,;;,'-""''''''.LLI1V 

the railroad was slow in arriving in the area (a from Spartanburg, 
in 1879), but once it boom began? COlnmercial 
downtown area the area around the Tourists began 
spurred the construction of resort hotels houses. 
hOlnes were built. 3 

The rapid growth of Hendersonville broadened the gap between and town Most 
rural residents relnained oriented to their local cOlnmunities, which developed at a lnuch slower rate. The 
arrival of the railroad provided a larger for county fanners, and took of the 
railroad to ship their produce. Consequently, the area of Hendersol1ville 
quickly in the nineteenth and early twentieth 4 

1 "Historic and Architectural Properties in Hendersonville, North Carolina," National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property 
Documentation Form (1983): Sect. E, p. 1. 

2 Sadie Smathers Patton, The Story of Henderson County- (Spartanburg, SC: The Reprint Company, 1982), p. 223. 

3 "Historic and Architectural Properties in Hendersonville, NOlih Carolina," op. cit., Sect. p. L 

4 Ibid., Sect. E, p. 4. 
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1920s, real estate speculation in town 
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l""",n't,nT01r1", reached unrealistic 
propo11ions. The an to of tourists 
declined The local econ01ny ..,.U.J."""'.L.LV"",,, ......... h.l..L ...... .l. ... " for the town's 
reputation as a retirelnent cOlmnunity Jl'>''''J'I-''-'''''- area. 5 

a 
1nil1. Capt. 

Hosiery was established in 15, at the request of the citizens of Hendersonville 
................. hJ.,.L.LVu. development to Hendersonville. contributed the sum hundred dollars 

P. Grey his son, P. Jr. 6 Captain Grey, a native Carolinian and 
... U.l.JUi.L .... ..." began his career as a'tPQ{'t\?"r a Louisville, ...... ""'.LJI."" .• ""'A ... 

early. Captain Grey with retirelnent and learned the business 
' .... "".T",rI to established the 

1919 . James who had attended 
Davidson a short tilne, was previously 
County.8 Captain Grey later left the business and to Bristol, Tennessee, where he started another mill. 
James Grey Jr. and Charles Grey remained Hendersonville to supervise 9 

mill operations first began in a small and a small structure 1915 at the 
corner of Fourth Avenue Grove Street. 10 The originally produced knee-length ribbed stockings for 
children, Inanufactured on thirty-two knitting At time, 1nill elnployed approxilnately twenty-
five With the invention of nylon around second World War, production was changed to 
WOlnen's sealnless hosiery. Grey Hosiery of hosiery vveekly and ell1ployed 250 people at 

5 "Main Street Historic District" [Hendersonville, NC], National Register of Historic Places Nomination (1989): Sect. 8, p. 1. 

6 Henderson County Register of Deeds Book 431, pp. 467-8, and Book 510, pp. 495-6. 

7 Betty Grey Finch interview, 25 August 1999. 

8 Dorothy McDowell Wood, Gleamings from the French Broad Hustler, Vol. IV (microfilm), pp. 191-92 and 200. 

9 Finch interview. 

10 James T. Fain, Jr., A Partial History of Henderson County (New York: Aron Press, 1980), p. 391. 
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peak. The city 
J ames Grey held 
into department stores their 
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own brand nalnes (e.g. "Betty Grey", , , "Flamingo", Grey's 
wife also ran a Inail "Flamingo" brand. 12 IIosiery Inill was sold to 
Holt Hosiery Mills Inc. of Burlington, North '-"'"'""'-",'-',.1. ... """. Holt Hosiery Ar;,::>' .... r:.'tpril on this for only two 
halted production in 1967.13 

During the fifty-year period 
Hosiery was a key employer Hendersonville 
coincided with the expansion of the town. 
The Grey f~unily was highly regarded by the .... rnn'""r ..... ~'--' 

the COlnpany did not provide housing for its 
and childcare. The min also sponsored a -'--'-'VH,llllV'"'' 

Hosiery, and after fifty years in the V"'-~""-'--'-",1""0, 
present elnployees of the Inill. "If there is 
pleasure to Ine has been my association 
worked with me for so lnany years.,,]4 

Since 1967 the building has 
the Henderson County Library. 

L.llU",.LlllU'bI-'- of uses ::~::~:~:~::"M a 
by 

houses the Water and Departlnent. 

Architectural and Industrial Context 

store 
City 

Historically three types of manufacturing predominated in Carolina during the .. u-n,CJ!"h::."".-.,th and 
early twentieth centuries: tobacco, Of these, only 
prolninence in Henderson County. Textile l ...... (l,!"nl'f'lJIr"'1'll't'''lnn-

Elkin Manufacturing COlnpany in County, established in 1 by the 
cloth. By 1884, Elkin Manufacturing COlnpany elnployed thirty-five and ..... rn'nI"'~arll 
sheeting and five hundred pounds of Yaln 16 textile n-n,,, .. ,,,1t-tru"\l" 

BunCOlnbe and Rutherford counties by late 1860s. 

11 Finch interview. 
12 Ibid. 
13 The Times-News (Hendersonville, NC), 31 May 1945, 
14 "Grey Hosiery Mills Is Sold to Holt Hosiery Mills Inc.," The Times-News (31 1965), and Finch interview. 
15 James W. Clay, et ai., eds., North Carolina Atlas, Portrait of a Changing Southern State (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 1975), p. 202. 
16 John 1. and Ina W. Van Noppen, Western North Carolina Since the Civil War (Boone, NC: Appalachian Consortium, 1973), p. 49. 
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including spindles, bobbins, to the textile rnills 
In villages. Hosiery production 
cities. By 1914, North Carolina fourth .......... "J.VLl 

en1ploying 8,000 workers. 19 

OMS Approval No.1 024-0018 

nver In 
.,.""',"' ....... Tl>lnll''''' center for 

r>A1i4>Tr • .....-v't:>.rI to 

roof 
spirit of 

textile 

·h ....... '.i-,.· .. "" to the 

"'VA 'IV"""'" to Burlington, High 
in hosiery production with seventy-

There were a relatively sInall number of industrial facilities with 50 or more workers which operated in 
Henderson County in the late 19th early 20th The accol11panying table (see page 6) outlines the 
development industrial facilities with fifty or 1110re elnployees within a of fonnation. Earlier smaller 

as saw InilIs, grist Ini11s, and iron although to the history of the county, 
excluded from chart. Of the mills noted in the following Grey Hosiery Mill is the only one 

remaining which is intact. 
industry with 50 or more elnployees County was Hart Manufacturing, established 

in 1894, Rock. Hart Manufacturing was actually IAr>·O"-C'rI on the rock from which the town derives its 

17 Brent D. Glass, The Textile Industry in North Carolina, A History (Raleigh: Division of Archives and History, North Carolina 
Department of Cultural Resources, 1992), p. 38. 

18 Brent D. Glass, The Textile Industry in North Carolina, A History (Raleigh: Division of Archives and History, North Carolina 
Department of Cultural Resources, 1992), p. 40. 

19 Brent D. Glass, The Textile Industry in North Carolina, A History (Raleigh: Division of Archives and I-listory, North Carolina 
Department of Cultural Resources, 1992), p. 44. 
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name, hosiery 
There is little evidence 

Asheville 

Green River a cotton 
Tuxedo at a cost of $250,000. The main building is a 
and covers approximately 26,000 feet a 
originally the same ownership as the Inill, but have 
longer recognizable as a "mill village". 22 

A woodworking business, Hendersonville Column "--"'-'A-"~I-""UJL operations in 
company porch employed about fifty people. Freeze .. Bacon 
operation in 1912, existed until 1928. The I(ohlberg ....:Avi"'H~I-"::;" .... .Ll .. r 1'\1'\,,,,'111""''''' in 19 
manufactured custom An buildings are no longer 

Nearly a decade later, in 1923, Christian Life "-"'~.''''''JLll''''"'' ........ V".L ..... I-'..., ..... 

brick building. The cOlnpany only survived a years and closed in 1930. 
Diamond Canvas C01npany, 
Ellison Adger Smythe began construction of Balfour Mill. 
this mill. Many new additions have been to 
is visible and relnains in use today. 24 

OMB Approval No, 1024-0018 

20 Lenoir Ray, Postmarks: A History of Henderson County, North Carolina, 1787-1968 (Chicago: Adams Press, 1970), p. 292. 

21 Louise Bailey and Jody Barber, Hendersonville and Henderson County: A Pictorial History (Norfolk, VA: The Donning Company, 
1988), p. 152. 

22 Ibid. 
23 Fain, p. 391. 

24 Bailey and Barber, p. 153. 
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Co. 

Hosiery 
Hosiery 

Rug 
Textiles 

Tents and 

IS 

1 
1907 
1907 
1907 
1910 
19 
1915 

1939 

1947 

OMS No. 1024-0018 

1904 60+ 
100 
300+ 

1968 
1918 50 

200+ 
250 

1930 50 
Open 50+ 

500+ 
Open 500+ 

Open 100+ 

1965 60 

25 Greater Hendersonville Chamber ofCo111111erce. Industrial Directory, Henderson County, North Carolina. (June 1998), pp. 1-12. 
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Uni d S 
National Park Service 

ati nal 
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nt In rio 

f ist ric laces 

Section number 9 Page _1_ Grey Hosiery Mill, Henderson County, NC 
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Uni d S D 
National Park Service 

n 

ati n I 
ntinuati 

is r f 
n heet 

Section number ~ Page _1_ 

Verbal Boundary Description 
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f In rio 

is c laces 

Grey Hosiery Mill, Henderson County, NC 

The nOlninated propeliy is parcel nUlnber 5655, sheet 9568.08, section 88 of the Henderson County tax 
nlap. 

Boundary Justification 

The National Register boundary includes the entire 1.64 acre parcel historically associated with the 
fornler Grey Hosiery Mill. The property contains the Inill building, a slnall yard, and a parking lot. The 
propeliy is a clearly defined and fenced urban lot. 
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