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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Summary:
The Dr. Wayman C. Melvin House is located at 6386 NC 217, near the town of Linden in rural Harnett
County, North Carolina. The Queen Anne-style home faces east on the west side of Highway 217. It is a
one-story frame, gable-and-wing house accompanied on the property by two outbuildings constructed
soon after the house - a doctor’s office and cook’s house/washhouse, and six later outbuildings that date
from the early to mid-twentieth century. The house is an excellent example of a fairly modest house, built
around 1890, that was expanded and updated in the Queen Anne style at the turn of the century. The Dr.
Wayman C. Melvin House is in excellent condition and maintains a high degree of integrity with respect
to location, setting, design, workmanship, feeling, and association. The property has recently been sold
from the Melvin family to the Wellons family who own Ivy Burne across the street and hope to maintain
and preserve both homes for the benefit of future generations.
Setting:
The Dr. Wayman C. Melvin House is sited on over nine acres near the town of Linden. The house faces
the road to the east sited close to the road and lower than the grade. Mature hardwoods, magnolias,
azaleas and dogwoods are the primary plantings that surround the home. Other rural properties abut the
Melvin House parcel to the north, south, and west. Ivy Burne (NR 1991) is located across the highway to
the east and is owned by the same family who recently purchased the Melvin House.
A dirt drive leads from Highway 217 to the north side of the Melvin House. Several other buildings and
one structure are located behind and beside the main house to the west and north. The earliest
outbuildings include a doctor’s office and combination cook’s house/washhouse. Other outbuildings
include a garage, two pump houses, a barn, and two corn cribs. A small creek runs north to south behind
the original outbuildings. The landscape around the outbuildings and house is slightly terraced with a
stone retaining wall. The barn and cribs are set well back from the house and outbuildings, in a cleared
field across the creek to the west. Although most of these buildings are outside the period of significance
for the house they are in keeping with the rural character of the property and do not detract from the
integrity of the property.
Dr. Wayman C. Melvin House, ca. 1890, ca. 1902, contributing
Exterior:
The Dr. Wayman C. Melvin House is an excellent example of a Queen Anne-style house in rural Harnett
County. The house originated as a simple one-story, single-pile, side-gable, center-hall house with
exterior end chimneys and a detached kitchen that was modified into the gable-and-wing form evident
today. The wraparound hipped-roof porch, added in 1902 as part of a fashionable upgrade to the house, is

NPS Form 10-900-a
1024-0018
(8-86)

OMB Approval

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section number __7_ Page _2__

Melvin, Dr. Wayman C. House
Linden vicinity, Harnett County, NC

representative of the Queen Anne style, with chamfered posts, beaded spindle corner brackets,
Chippendale-influenced balustrade, match stick frieze, and corner pavilion with conical roof. Decorative
shingles also adorn the front facing gable. The house is sheathed with weatherboard; two, singleshouldered, brick chimneys with corbelled caps pierce the roofline.
The front (east) elevation of the main block is now a gable-and-wing form with three bays. A shingled
front-gable with a wide cornice and returns rises above the rambling hip roof of the porch. The porch is
the most elaborate feature on the house as it wraps around each side of the projecting, cut-away bay and
along the front of the house-terminating at the north corner pavilion. The gable-front bay, also added in
1902, contains a pair of windows with double-hung, four-over-four, wood sash flanked by shutters. The
wing portion of this elevation is two bays: a single, four-over-four, double-hung sash with shutters; and
the entrance door. A replacement six-panel door flanked by four-light sidelights composes the entrance.
Another addition, also circa 1902, projects from the rear of the main block to the north and is visible from
the front. It is side-gabled and contains two bays of one-over-one, double-hung wood sash with shutters.
The north elevation shows the side-gable form of the gable wing as well as the side-elevation of the rear
addition and rear porch. Two windows flank the chimney of the gable wing. Other details include a flat
corner post on the front corner, wide fascia, and cornice with returns. The addition, which connects the
original kitchen to the main block, is also a side-gable form with a centered exterior brick chimney and
cornice returns. A small, early twentieth century, one-bay hip-roof addition is also evident on the north
side of the elevation and encloses a bathroom. Also evident from this view is the L-shaped, hipped roof,
rear porch which has been enclosed with glass. A small stair with Chippendale balustrade leads to the
porch entrance. The entrance to the mid-twentieth century kitchen opens onto this porch.
The west elevation allows a better view of the additions to the back of the house. The original 1890,
kitchen is evident in a projecting rear gable with cornice, returns, and wide fascia to match that of the
front of the house. It was originally attached to the house by way of the rear porch but was incorporated
into the house plan during the Queen Anne renovation. A second, rear gable addition is attached at the
rear of the original kitchen and is composed of a rear gable with side shed to the south. There are three
bays of single, four-over-four, double-hung windows on this elevation.
The gable-and-wing of the main block and other early twentieth century alterations are evident on the
south elevation. The main block has four bays. The gable-portion has two bays, a four-over-four window
and a single six-over-six window marking a bathroom, while the wing has two four-over-four windows
flanking the chimney. The porch also wraps around the front corner of this elevation and shields the first
two bays. A recessed end gable ell is attached at the rear of this main block. It is marked by a window
wall containing four, six-over-six windows. This section was rebuilt after being damaged by Hurricane
Fran in 1996. Another gable wing is attached perpendicularly to this ell and projects towards the south. It
has a cut-away-bay with pent roof, corner eave brackets and a diamond-shaped vent in the gable. A
narrow, horizontally-oriented stained glass window is found in the center bay flanked by large, one-over-
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one, double-hung sash windows on either side. A small, hip-roof sunroom is located in the corner
junction of these two additions and has twelve-light fixed windows on both of its elevations. At the end
of the south projecting bay is one, one-over-one double-hung window with one shutter and an interior
brick chimney at the intersection of the rear bay and the newer shed addition. To the west of the
projecting south wing is the one-bay south elevation of the rear addition with a four-over-four doublehung wood sash window.
Dr. Wayman C. Melvin House Interior:
A single door flanked by four-light sidelights opens into the original center hall of the Dr. Wayman. C.
Melvin House. The interior room arrangement follows a center-hall plan with one room on either side.
The walls are finished with plaster, wide baseboards, flat crown molding, tongue-and-groove floors, and
board-and-batten type ceilings. All the doors, but the replacement front door, are four-panel doors with
three-part molded surrounds. These two rooms and hall make up the original 1890 house. The flanking
rooms are similar in character, each being large in size with a fireplace on the exterior end wall. The
mantels are Gothic influenced, with pilasters and peaked entablature, appropriate to the late nineteenthcentury date of construction. The north room has a door on the rear (west) wall leading to the large living
room addition. The south room has a small make-shift closet in the northeast corner and a door to the
gable addition on the front (east) wall.
The house was updated in the Queen Anne style in 1902 when Dr. Wayman C. Melvin married Ada Jones
(Gibbs Interview). The rooms that were added during this period have several details in common that
differ from the original house including beadboard ceilings, wide baseboards with a cap, narrow plank
wood floors, and narrow crown molding with a flat frieze below. The most prominent change is at the
front of the house with the addition of the projecting gable wing. This was added to the south room; a full
bathroom connects the two rooms. The front room has six walls due to the bay-shape of the gable end. A
closet is evident on the north side of the bathroom door. A five-panel door on the north wall leads to the
porch.
Through the rear door of the center hall is a large L-shaped living room that connects a parlor to the north,
the original kitchen to the west, and the dining room wing to the southwest. This large room was
originally smaller and connected the main block to the kitchen; it was rebuilt after suffering tree damage
caused by Hurricane Fran. It is simply appointed with sheetrock walls, plywood over hardwood floors,
and the board-and-batten type ceiling. A door in the northwest corner opens into a closet. A door on the
north wall leads to the north parlor. The north parlor has a fireplace and closet on the north wall, and two
doors on the rear (west) wall; one leads to a small bathroom and the other leads to the rear porch. The
door to the porch is half-glazed with three horizontal panels.
The original kitchen is found on the west side of the large living room. This room shares the same
characteristics as the original portion of the house; wide tongue-and-groove floors, Gothic-influenced
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mantel, wide-flat baseboards, and board-and-batten ceiling. A small sink has been installed in the
southwest corner of the room. The rear door of this room opens into the current kitchen which originally
appears to have been a porch that was enlarged during the early to mid-twentieth century. The kitchen
has exposed weatherboard siding on the east wall which would have been the exterior wall of the original
kitchen. A door on the north wall leads to the rear porch, a door on the south wall leads to the pantry, and
a wide opening on the southeast wall leads to the dining room.
The large dining room wing was added during the Queen Anne update and is accessed by the large living
room from a half-glazed entrance door on the west wall as well as from the kitchen. The dining room
projects south and it is the south wall that contains the bay window with stained glass. A second halfglazed door marks the small sunroom on the east wall. A fireplace and door to the pantry are found on the
west wall. The fireplace mantel in this room is more ornate than the others and is typical of the
vernacular Queen Anne style. It is composed of pilasters adorned with carved capitals supporting the
molded entablature. The pantry is a small room with access to the dining room and the kitchen. The
ceilings are beadboard and lower than the rest of the house. A small storage room is behind the pantry to
the west.
Dr. Wayman C. Melvin Office, circa 1902, Contributing building.
Located west of the main house, this office is a one-story, one-bay frame building with side-gable roof.
There is a single five-panel door entrance on each gable end. There is also one window opening both the
north and south elevations. The window on the south elevation is a four-over-four double-hung wood
sash and opens to the pharmacy/examination room. The window on the north elevation has been
shuttered with a pair of louvered shutters; the window has been boarded over on the interior. The interior
is two rooms that were once connected by a door which has since been boarded over. One room served as
the office while the other served as the pharmacy/examination room. Each room has exposed sheathing
walls and ceilings with wood floors. Shelves are evident in the storage/ examination room. Originally the
building sat closer to the highway on the south side of the house but was moved when Highway 217 was
widened in the 1920s (Gibbs Interview). Although it has been moved, its association to the house has not
been compromised. In addition, it maintains its setting, design, materials, workmanship, and feeling,
therefore maintaining sufficient integrity for inclusion as a contributing element to the nomination.
Cook’s House / Washhouse, circa 1902, Contributing building.
One-story, two-bay, frame, side-gable building with a central brick chimney, weatherboard, and asphalt
shingle roof. Two doors mark the entrance. One is a four-panel door with porcelain knob while the other
is a two-panel door. The interior of each room is simply finished with exposed beam ceiling, unpainted
sheathed walls, and wood floors. A very simple wood mantel with pilaster and entablatures is present in
the north room.
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Pumphouse, circa 1920, Noncontributing building.
One-story, one-bay, brick building with exposed rafter ends and capped with an asphalt shingle pyramidal
roof.
Garage, circa 1920, Non-contributing building.
One-story, two-automobile-bay, frame building sheathed with weatherboard. Pyramidal roof with asphalt
shingles and exposed rafter ends.
Pumphouse, circa 1960s, Non-contributing structure.
Small one-story, one-bay, gable-front, concrete block structure with asphalt shingle roof
Barn. Circa, 1950, Non-contributing building.
Two-story, one-bay, gable-front, frame barn flanked by one-story shed wings. Standing seam metal roof
with exposed rafter ends. The north wing is an open shed.
Shed/Corn Crib, Circa 1950. Non-contributing building.
One-story, one-bay, shed-roof corn crib with weatherboard and standing seam metal roof .
Shed/Corn Crib, Circa 1950. Non-contributing building.
One-story, one-bay, shed-roof corn crib with weatherboard and standing seam metal roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Summary:
The Dr. Wayman C. Melvin House meets Criterion C for architecture due to its local architectural
significance as an excellent example of a Queen Anne cottage, as seen in rural Harnett County. The
house was built around 1890 and expanded between 1902 and 1910 into one of the most stylish Queen
Anne cottages in the county. The one-story, L-shaped house with wings boasts a hip-roof wrap around
porch with chamfered posts, matchstick frieze, beaded spindle corner brackets, Chippendale-influenced
railing, and conical pavilion. The house was owned by Mrs. Elizabeth A. Jones, a widow, and updated by
Jones’ daughter and son-in-law, Dr. and Mrs. Wayman C. Melvin, in the early twentieth century. The
Period of Significance is circa 1890 and 1902, the date of construction and date of the Queen Anne
update.
Historical Background:
Harnett County is located in east-central North Carolina and was formed from Cumberland County in
1855. The Melvin House is physically located in Harnett County, but the closest town is Linden, which is
located in Cumberland County. Harnett County is mostly rural today, as it was at the turn of the twentieth
century. An 1890 deed transfers two-and-one-quarter acres from Archibald McBryde to Elizabeth A.
Jones. Mrs. Jones was a widow whose husband, James A. Jones, had died of diphtheria. They had one
daughter, Alda. Mrs. Jones was the local Postmistress and reportedly built the house close to the road in
the 1890s, to ease the distribution of mail from the house (Gibbs Interview). In 1902, Alda married Dr.
Wayman C. Melvin and they lived in the house with Alda’s mother.
Wayman C. Melvin was born in Bladen County, North Carolina in 1875. After graduating from Ingold
High School he furthered his education at Trinity College (now Duke University), Wake Forest
University, and the Medical School of Virginia (The Fayetteville Observer, April 27, 1937). According to
his obituary, he moved to Linden and began his medical practice in 1900. Two years later he married
Miss Alda Jones (Ibid). It is around this time that the couple started making changes to the house and
renovated it in the Queen Anne style (Gibbs Interview). The 1910 Federal Census shows that the couple
had four daughters and one son, and that they lived in the home with Alda’s mother and a servant. The
couple eventually had eight children--six girls, including one set of twins, and two boys. After Mrs. Jones
death, between 1910 and 1920, the house passed to her daughter, Alda. Although the house was not
legally owned by Dr. Melvin, it is known locally as the Dr. Melvin House because of the location of his
office and the long association with the Melvin name (Harnett County Deed Books).
Dr. Melvin was the only doctor practicing in the Linden area of Harnett County. In addition to his
medical duties, Dr. Melvin was active in civic life as a member of Linden Methodist Church and a
member of the local school board. Dr. Melvin chose not to drive for fear that if there was an accident, he
would hurt his hands and be unable to perform his duties as a physician. Therefore, he maintained a
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driver who lived in the cook’s house behind the main house. Dr. Melvin was a well respected member of
the Harnett County community, as evidenced by the following tribute written to him by J. Carlyle
Williams:
Dr. Melvin was literally wedded to his profession. His passing leaves a great gap in the
rapidly thinning ranks of ‘Good Samaritan’ country doctors. Like most of his contemporaries,
Dr. Melvin did a great deal of charity work. He went on missions of mercy at all hours of
the night and in all kinds of weather, hardly considering his own personal gain or health, but
rather looking with clear eyes beyond the brief horizon of self advancement into the
unmeasured and uncharted realm of human service (Fowler, p. 142).
After Dr. Melvin’s death in 1937, his wife, Alda Jones Melvin remained in the home and lived there with
four of her children: twins Lucy and Louise, Helen, and Wayman Jr. Lucy, Louise, and Helen were all
school teachers (Gibbs interview). Lucy and Louise taught at nearby Fort Bragg schools, while Helen
taught at Long Hill Elementary School in Cumberland County (Melvin Interview). After Alda’s death in
1968, Helen remained in the home until April 2007, when she was moved to an assisted living facility.
She has spent over ninety-five of her ninety-six years in the quaint Queen Anne-style house on Highway
217. Ms. Melvin sold her house to her neighbors at Ivy Burne, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wellons, in 2007
(Harnett County Register of Deeds).
Architecture Context:
The Queen Anne style became popular in the United States and North Carolina during the last quarter of
the nineteenth century and continued into the twentieth century. An architectural reflection of the
Victorian age of embellishment paired with the industrial ability to manufacture elaborate woodwork is
culminated in the style. It is characterized by asymmetrical massing, irregular forms, combinations of
textures, and elaborate detailing and embellishment. Queen Anne cottages are usually smaller versions of
the Queen Anne-style house, typically one story with hip-roofs, gable-roofs, or a combination of the two,
wraparound porches, corbelled chimneys, and either sawnwork or spindlework ornament. Windows from
the period are typically one of, or a combination of, one-over-one, multi-light over one, or stained glass
windows. There are few examples of the Queen Anne style in Harnett County. Most are simply
executed with little ornamentation. The Dr. Wayman C. Melvin House is one of the most ornate and intact
in the county. In the draft multiple property documentation form, “Historic and Architectural Resources
of Harnett County, North Carolina (ca. 1770-1950),” the Melvin House is included in “Houses built
between the Civil War and 1950.”
The Dr. Wayman C. Melvin House was built around 1890 and expanded between 1902 and 1910 into one
of the most stylish Queen Anne cottages in the county. The one-story, L-shaped house with wings boasts
a hip-roof wrap around porch with chamfered posts, matchstick frieze, beaded spindle corner brackets,
Chippendale-influenced railing, and conical pavilion. In addition to the house, two outbuildings
contribute to the property. The interior and exterior of the home retain a high degree of integrity in regard
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to design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, both inside and out. The circa 1906 Jones
House, in Bunnlevel, is a simpler form of the one-story Queen Anne. It is composed of a main block with
gable-ell surmounted by a high hipped roof. It has a wraparound porch with a frieze and railing identical
to the Melvin House, but with turned posts and curved spandrels (Draft Harnett County Resources, E-49).
Another early twentieth-century house is also in Bunnlevel. The Richard Byrd Farm House, built ca.
1910, is Queen Anne in its massing and irregular roof forms, but boasts Classical Revival elements,
including Tuscan columns and pedimented gables, which are not evident at the Melvin House. A final
two-story example is located across the street from the Melvin House. Ivy Burne (NR 1991) was built in
phases beginning in 1872, and was completed in 1910. It illustrates a combination of Italianate and
Queen Anne architecture in an I-house form. The Dr. Wayman C. Melvin House is one of the few and
perhaps the most ornate of the Queen Anne cottages in Harnett County. It represents a local interpretation
of the nationally popular Queen Anne style and, as such, is eligible under criterion C for the National
Register of Historic Places.
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Boundary Description
The boundary that encompasses the Dr. Wayman C. Melvin property includes 9.26 acres identified in the
Harnett County Real Estate records as Pin # 1775625518.
Boundary Justification:
The boundary described above encompasses the land historically associated with the Dr. Wayman C.
Melvin House and outbuildings.
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Photographs:
The following information pertains to all photographs
Photographer: Michelle A. Michael
Date: May 2007
Location of Negatives: North Carolina Historic Preservation Office, Raleigh, NC
1. View of facade of Dr. Wayman C. Melvin House.
2. Oblique view of northeast corner.
3. Oblique view of northwest corner.
4. View of south elevation bay detail.
5. View of south elevation.
6. Interior view of 1890 north parlor mantel.
7. Interior view large 1902 parlor mantel.
8. Interior view of 1902 dining room mantel.
9. View of washhouse/cookhouse front (east) elevation.
10. Oblique view of doctor’s office northeast corner.
11. View of south elevation of pumphouse.
12. View of barn and corncribs/sheds behind house.
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