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The Eagle Tavarn 1s a tPLpaPul padvmunb ad fwo—storj'frama
coverad with bsadsd siding. The two-story padimented ssction con
cantral entrance with sidelights and tranzom at ths first level ¢ a Qtllvzy
door at the second. To sach side is a wing two bays wide; Ofl&lndllj ong ~ uvrf}
they wera most likely raised to two stories shortly after the structure was
moved to tha presarst site in thae 1840s. The ends of the wings aras JlnooMless
as is the rear faczds of the main block, and each elevation has an extarior snd
chimney. Symmatrically molded cornerboards adorned with applied rossttes at
the top occur on the ends of ths wings bub not on the main block. The low
pitched gable roof has boxed eaves with a moldsd cornics.

The interior of the T-shaped structure features a front cross hall with
a room to tha rear and ong to eithar side. A closad string-stalr rises alo
thz north wall of the hall to ths east partition wall whsvs it turns and |
enclosed.. The trim .of the interior varies as a rasult of alterations.
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larchitraves and chair rails occu in all major rooms except the second-iloocw e
wing rooms, where there are plain door and window casings with cornerolocks o
and flat pansls beneath the windows. FEach room has a fireplace with a mantel| _,
Tn three of the rooms the mantels have pansled friszes and molded st “ives. in
addition there is one heavily resgdad three-part mantel with applied rossitas.| —

3

service rooms have bsen mads to the raear of the structure, ssemingly datins
ffrom the late ninetesnth and early twentisth centuries. L R
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Aonarently later are tha two plain Gregk Ravival mantsls. -Additionsg conta
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STATEMENT OF S\uNI"ICAl\.\‘E X . o~ -
Bagle Tavern is-a significant part of the history of Halifax, a town

Lot -
where taverns and othar entsrtainment wsre combined with lively and iwmportsznfh
political activiiy. Local tradition records that it was here that ths Marqui
de Lafaystts stayed during his 1825 visit to Halifax. The tripartite form of
the structure rglates it to"otharﬁ of that house-type in the area, and the
unusual vernacular architectural detqll is of pavulculﬁr intersst,

From its baginnings, the town of Hélifax was  characterizsd by a social
life that was, as described in 1778, Yamong the most polished and cultivated
in the stata." The town was Ythe mecca of the naighboring counbies in Vir-
ginia and North Carolina for the more mzsculine (rivolities-~horss races and
cockfights," as well as belng ona of the chief political centers of thae stata
Contrihut‘r@ to the character of Halifew was the prosence of many taverns:
"evan baefore l??c Halifax could boast of Tavarn facilitias far above tha ave
in the coloany." As with ths °1ghteen Locantury coffezs-~housas of London, th
popular tavarns not only provided "a good supply of the best liquors;" thay
also servaed as ths meating place and probably discuassion hall for ths mary
politicel leaders of the state who lived or visited in Halifax.
One of the most popular of the taverns was that later named the Bagle
Tavern or Eagle Hotel. acause of ths rapid turnovar in ownership and tha
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prasent building is uncertain at this time. A T-shapad structurs was records
on the lot where 1t stood in C. J. Sauthier's 1749 map. William Martin is

believad to hava convarted tha dwelling into a tavera betwaesn 1770 and 177k,
when a British visitor dascribad Martin's Tavern as ths bsstb in town. Among
the most significent evants believed to havs taken place in the Eagle Hotel
(a nama acguirad in 1829) was the vigit of the Movquia ds Laf
royally entertainsd there and spent the night of Fe bruary 27, 1825.

(I)

aye Lte 3 Who was

- Michael Ferrall, an Irish businsssman, purchassd the hotel lots in 1838
and in 1845 moved all- or part of ths structura on thp property to anothar
lot sevarszl blocks southwas®t, its pressent lecatic Miss MNannie Gary, great-
granddaughter of Ferrall, later purchased ths bo s&. In accordance with
E!

A

=
wishes expressad in hse Ulll, tha houss has besn donated to th
Resboration Association.
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many remodelings a tavern natﬂra11y'upderwent, the date of construction of ths
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