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Originnl Sit" 

The Eagle Tavern is a tripar'ti te pedimented J:Mo-story frame structu2.~e 
cOVBred With beadod sid;.ng Thgbro-story pec1im3l1ted sgction contains a. I 
central entrance 1fi th sidelights al1d tran30m at the first level 3Ild a gall(~n~y . 
door at the second To each side is a. Hing tT,'FO ba.ys T"ride; originally on8'-3:,O-!~':!-, 
thsy ~'T8re most lil:p.ly raised to b,TO stoJ~ieEl ~ih.CJrtly aft81' the structure IT=J.3 1'>-­
J)V~ d to tr3 prese t. site in ttL!:i l8~Os 'J The ends of the. );fings aTe ~'rij:c1o~il2.3s! . 

as lS the rear facade of the menn bloGk) and each eleva-clon has ail eXG8I'lO:C j~:3_ 
clr3.ml1.ey.. Symmetrl.caJ.ly molded cornorboax'ds adorn8cl 1i,~Lth applied rosatts3 at I 
the top OCCUT on the ends of the lj,Tings but not on the main block r.Che lO~'1 
itched gable roof has boxed eaves lj,Ji. th a molded cornica ,. 

The interior of the T-sh3ped struc ture features a front eros s b,:J,ll lir:L 

a room to the rsar and one to ei thaI' side A closed string -. sta.ir rises 
th3 north ljITall of the hall to. the e2.Gt parti tion ljTa.l1 lj'Jh8r'8 it turns and 'c:jccA-3 :2~ 
enclosed... The tri.rn .of the interior varies as a result of aJ.terations . Nolc.12(.l 
arc hi traves and chair rails occu in ctll major rooms S):C8[)t the s8cond~·flocr,.' 1\ (..rf 

lling rooms, where there aTe plain door and. ljInndm,T casings ~vlth corn8:coloc~~:3 .1 rn 
and flat panels beneath the ljITindoT~TS Each room has a fj.replace Nlth a mantel 

I rn 
n trlYee of the rooms the mantels ha.ve paXloled friez6s and molded shelv3 s, Itl 

addition there is one heavily raeded thre8~part Inantel i>Ti th applied rOSf}ttes I 
_pparently later are the tT"ro plain Greek Hevi vaJ_ -mantels> . Ackli tions c;ont:?-ini=x:: 
service rooms have been mad8 to the rear' of the S Gl'11cture) s:;:ldmingly. . I -~ 
n rom the late nine te e nth and 8 ar ly tHEr[1 tie th c e n turie S -I_ . _, 

7iJ 

I I C 

! n 
I --1 

1 0 

, 

I 
r 
I 

I 

,I 

t/) . 



o 

u 

LU 

ill 

o Pre-C:;: o 16tn Century 

o 15i;, c"'~ o 17th CUnfury 

ARE As 0 F S I G N I Fie A r·, •. : E (Chf>C;'; One: Ot' MOrd llS Appropriate) 

Abor ig,nol 

o Prehi s !or;c 

o Historic 

o Agricultu r :­

~:: Archi tectu~,e 

DArt 

~ COmrf19rc.", 

o Communications 

o Conservation 

STATEI\oIE,'I'r OF SiGNIFICANCE 

[J 

0 
0 
0 
'0 

0 
0 
0 

Education )[]j 

Engi naeri n9 0 
Industry 

Inv~nti on CJ 
Landscape 0 

Archi lecture 0 
Lit~rotlJre 

Militdry 0 
l\~ us i c 0 

10 )81h Century 

X~! 19th C~ntury 

Political 

Religion/Phi_ 

losophy 

Scienc,: 

Sculpture 

Socia IIHuman-

itor;an 

Theat",r 

Tran~portation 

[] 20th Ceniury 

-'-~.--~' -- -----....... -----
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Eagle Tavern is,' a significant.' part. of the his tory- of HaJ~if2..x) a to'tTn 
Tfhe~8 . taverns. ~d other 8nt.8rta~n.,~ent1;\rar8 com~"ine~l, Hi th lively .and iTnp(j~rt:=)D[~' 
pOll tlcal actl.V:L ty.. Local tradl tlon records tnat l1:J 'Has here that the harqulls 
de Lafayette stayed, during his 1825 visi t to Halifax Tne tripartite form Gllf 
the structure relates it to others of that house-type in the a2'8a, and the 
unusual vernacular archi tectural detail is of particular interesto 

----Fl~-)m its baginni ngs:> the to"Hn. of Halifax lj'TaS - charac teriz8 c1 by a social 
life tl1.at livas, as desc:-cibad in 1778) ~3.ll1ong the most polished and cult.ivated 
in the state <> If The tOHn 1j'Jas lithe mecca. of the IleJighbortng cOtLnties' i.n Vir-· 
ginia. ~'1d North Car,olina f?r the more m3,:3cu.~_,ir:e l~'"'~v?lities-~hors8 r;c8s cm(~1 
cockfJ.gnts., If as 'Hell as b81.ng on8 of the cl:.l.ei ~poll tl.cal centers of "Ghe- sta. Tt"i,. 

Contribntj ns; to the ChcLt'::1.cter of H?l~d=,'e HE'''; tho . of llt3Tl.Y .. I 
"even before 177c~ Ha11fa.,,( cOLl,Id boa;:-;-/::; c::;> taV(-3rn fac:ilitiEis far above th;J a:ii'~,:,c:;!E,J 

in the colony .. II As 1j~i th th8 8"ight'3ert"t,c~ .. >==Jntury c'Jtfe8~h(Ju::l'::IS of London) thtJ3::-1 
popular ta7erns not only provtded Ira goud of th8 best, liquot'33 p 

also ser-Jed as the mOoting place an.d prob.3.bly dit)cllssion 113J_l for ths 
political 18aders of the state 'Hho lived or lTisi ted in Halifax" 

One of the most popular of the -GalTdrnS 'Has that later 'narw:::d the Eagle 
Tavern oi~ Eagle Hotel Becaus8 of the rapid trtT'nov81"' in OIITTIershJ_p and tlT3 
many rerrlodelings a tavern naturally lmd8r~,rent) the date of construction of t:18 
present building is uTlceY'tain at this time A T-shapec1 structur~ ;;'T~lS rdcord d 
on the lot "tIThers it st.ood inC J.~ Sauthier 1 s 1769 TrL~1p <' William :Nartin is 
believed to ha\ie. cOD-Ij~.::.cted· t~1.3 dHsll:Lnz· into a t::-~V8:(.Cl' betr"j':0.3D 1770 a::ld 177L,,) 
~\Then a British vi 8i tor described JIIar tin ~ s Tav8Y'n as thebe st in tm,rn Among 
the most significcult 8vc:nts believed to hav;::: tClken place in the 'EaE{l,e Hotel 
(a nam:'l aC:~iu,ir(:J d . in 1829) -c,)aE~ the vL=::i t of ths c~::) L t, ta) l-j'ho ~,r9.S 
royally entertai,ned there and spent the night of F'ebrua:cy 27, 1825 @ 

" :lYIichael FerreLlI.., an IM,sh businessrrl9.n) purchased the hotel lots in 1838 
and in 18t6 moved all, or part 'of the structure on tbe property to a.rwt~13~ 
lot sev3r?.1 blocks south~,;rost) its' present. location.. JYIiss r.Jannie Gary) gt'(3ri.t-

grandda,ughb3r of FerreLLI" later purchased th3 hous<3 In accord,~nc8 l>Ti th 
~,;ishes e~-:pr8S3t3d in he~c ~'Jill) the house has been dona.ted to the HCllif2.x 
He s-coration Association 
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Eagle Tavern (Eagle Hotel) 
Main street 
Halifa..-x: 

: l'I" 

Sta te High~'Tay C oIT'~In.:ission Hap of Halifa.x C OUIlty: 
Enlarged I'funicip2.1 Areas 

4": 1 mile 
1967 



Eagle Tavern (Eagle Hotel) 
Nain Street 
fulifax 

state Highway COTiL-;ussion Hap of Halifax COlL...J.ty 
~!l: 1- mile 
1961 

Lati tude 
19 Y 34 11 

Longi tude 
35 1 19" 




