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PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) 

The Cellar,which s originally the center 
lot near the outskirts of the small Halifax 

__ OFliGINAL 

MOVED 

APPEAF~ANCE 

stand[; on d 

from twentieth residential The 
house frame s"tructure retained a collection of 
build. a fe l,,,, still survive to ree:all the earlier 
These include an attached kitchen, a shed with 
automobiles, and another small simple frame outbui 

in front of the house is planted with trees shrubs, beds 
of bulbs f and other ornamenta.l plants semicircular form 

and from the front of the house 

The main house is among the and most handsome finic;hcd ninctc:c'nth 
century buildings in Halifax County It is one of the fe\..., extant houses 
of this in the or the in~ediate the and 
latively formal central hall plan. two rooms materia] 
much of t finish survive intact; t.he 
and other decorative elements date from an ea of 
house by Mr and .Mrs Hugh Sherrod I These do not detract 
cha cter of the house A pre-remodelinG!?· hotograpll J'_11 p08~esc:]'_on of tel'" . r t ::J ~_ - C) _ ~ 11 __ P e~=jen owner 
8ho\...,s the house with a entrance 
the oci9indl treatrnen " 

The .syrrunetr ic:al house is cilacc!cter ti c U12 ndard 
eastern North Carolina house oE the late and nineteenth 
rectangular structure stands on a brick fotmdation has ior (e:nc1 
and j s covered wi tIl a rather sLeep roof. front elevation is 
with a central ntrance. Molded, mit.el:ed fr.::ames and molded ::dl1s 
employed. The window , or i CJ j 11211 1 Y of i dnd 11 nc' [kLlle:.'> fJ;.wh 

placed tvJO-over-bNO of the turn~of~tJ1e cE'ntury remode 

century. The 
of brid:, 

wide 
ly 

Jarqe 

front door if; flanked sidelights, dnd the door is Cd. 1900 
handsome g] ass pa oe 1 fea a deer ~ This elevi:ttion like the; others is 
covered with molded weatherboards and terminab-?s at either end in 
flutf"d corne rrht~ molded 1'oo(111)(' c:utllicc is underlil undercut modiLJ.ioll~3 
a refinement rare in the region The porch extends across the first story 
with the central bay projecting and topped by a Turned with neck-

carry the: roof (".InrI aCe 1 Jnkc'd LunleJ balus trdde. 

Pairs of tJlcr ncu-row doul)le-shouldered stand at either end of the 
house rrhe brickwork i of FleItlish bond, and the chimneys are brick to the bottom~ 
Fenestration of the sides is somewhat , with 1 and later windm/'ls 
the firfJt, ::::lecolld, and attic levels 
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The interior of the house is siqllificant in two for the unusual 
tion of the central hall plan and for the survival of original fabric enriched by 
turn-of ~th(~-cen try cm.}:-)el Lt ~::>hmen ts. ~vhether more than of ea.l"ly cons truction 
occurred is uncertain, but it is possible. The central hall extends front to back, 
with the stair placed in an wlusual fashion: instead of the open stair rising in the 
hull itself, fairly :~tancJard in formed tral houses, the enclosed [t 

rises in a long flight back to front, is partitioned from the hall a wall, 
and rises from a tiny room or vestibule between the hall and the right rear room. At 
the second level the stair emerges illto a vf!.ry wide central hall, lly partitioned 
to enclose the stair but mostly open. This arrangement is not standard; a slightly 
similar is seen at Hope Plantation, roughly contemporary, in Bertie COUllty. 
The enclosed stair is found in srnallel' v~rnacul or trt:lc1itional how3es usually of the 
l1all~and-parlor plan, but in the formal double pile plan the open stair is more usual. 
Perhaps the plan her-I; arL::ocs frorn tJ lC combi na tion of tradi tional cons true t ion helLi ts 
with the grander plan. 

'I'he doubl(~ pjll plan i a1:;() rnocllflc·d by 
two~' thirds or half th size () tl'(~ larq cron 
and formal 

tJjC~ reduct.ion of UH::' room:; to 
rooms a blend of the traditional 

The [ nish of the house is original and of very late Georgian char-
acter-~'wide £.Ioor boal"(.L; si doors vvith raised r mitered and In.olded door 
and window frames, sjw'aLhecl Ol p,lIleled nscot:':) and Inilntel () Lm form. Thc~ 

man tel in the left rear room is characteristic, and j t, is essentially identical to those 
seen ill (l flea 1'01111 h()\l~i('f ~)traWb(~Iry lLU) Brodci Ler tr ri~:>c to d hed.vy 

molded shelf, which surmounts two raised panels i th.e l,tJhole frames a rectanyular ire 
opening Deep fluting in a distinctive pattern articulates the pilaster , rising 
to thf-' level of the:; tops of the: panel. Irlle mant(~l in tbe front l(:-f room i;; heclvier 
three-part composition and may be sl later. Present in the front right room is 
a fret'~cut chair rail of intricate design 

The principal elements from the twentieth-centry remodeling are the decora-
tive spindle screen the hall, a tall classical mantel in the t froll room, 
and probably the French \4lindows of the front rooms.. The front door, too dates from 
this era, a handsomely paneled one with notable frosted or etched featuring a 

by a lake with birds 
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'The Cellar is ar(:;hitecturally significant as one of the most sUbstantial 
cc:ntury houses surviv in Halifax. the and craftsUlan-

of the dwell dominated the time and place 
It is hi tor:-ica ficant as longtime home of the Branch it 
stands on prop('rty owned (and may been built Eor) Colonel John Branch a 
Revolutionary veteran, weal and it was the home of 
Joseph Branch, himse1f nent and brother to John Branch, North Carolina 

was the bi],: and childhood borne of s scm, 
of the and Gaston Railroad, congressman, 

and confederate b TIlle 11cluse is aLso on(:C: of the fe'I'I/ s sur-vi vine 
where the ViNation' s Guest, H the 
11324-102 tJ::r:tdil:ion claims that:. lie 

I visited in his American tour of 
from the seclond level of the and 

illdc2~t:d lsi 1 of his jOllrney br at Jos0ph Branch' 
home 

Criteria Assessment 

Associated with the development in the th and 
of a prosperou.s plantation and merchant culture in 

B Associated with t.he lives of several members of the Branch family, 
, John, and Lawrence (see above) and with the visit of the 

C. Embodies distinctive characte:L of t.radi t.iona 1 d.nd late 
domestic architecture the of the Flemish bond , molded 
weatherboards, modil1ion cornice and the interior finish are characteristic 
of the substantial houses of the ; the crn~ination of the morlificd cen 
hall ) plan with the enclosed st.ai:c is unusual and perhaps 
icant in the development of domestic architecture in this and area Since 
many of the fine houses that once stood in Halifax COW1ty have been lost, ·this 
is a significant survivor 
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The date of construction for the Cellar, or Joseph Branch House, is uncertain 
but it was in 1806 when Colonel John Branch bequeathed to his son Joseph 
the "lands and plantation known by the name of the cellar containing six hundred acres 
more or less III The late georgian character of the house suggests a late eighteenth 
or nineteen Lh C(~n tury cons t.ruction da te When LJohn Branch bought t.he tract 
from Nathaniel Bradford in late 1781, the property contained several houses, one of 
\llhi ch was Bradfol:.d is horne. 3 Existing records do not clarify whether or not Bradford s 
house, or any portion of it, became the Cellar Plantation home of Joseph Branch. 

The Branch f~lily was onc of the most successful and prominent farnili8s in the 
hi of Halifax: County. ,Jospph Branch's fa.tht='r, Colonc;l ,John B.ranch,achic,ved fame) 
in the American Hevolution He later became one of the wealthiest landowners in the 
Roanoke and was for many yea.rs sheriff of Halifax County Joseph's brother, 
also named John Branch was a state legislator, governor U S Senator, ~nd th0 first 
Nor th Carolinian to hold a presj.dential cabinet post LToseph I s son, Lawrence 0' Bryan 
Branch served as president of the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad, member of Congress, and 
as a brigadier general in the army of the Confederacy Joseph himself was a major in 
the militia a successful ant.8bell um planter, and a man of learning whose advice was 

t 1 Y t t:IIC~ COUll t Y ~-; pu 1 i. L icc! I leaders 4 

Branr:h married Susan S O'Bryan and lived at Cellar Plantation for 
at. lE'a~;t ten ye,.rs /\11 si of tllC'lr childr~n, includinq Lawrence 0 Bryan 11(;h, were 
born in the house. 5 It r,vdS a sho'i\rplace in the co-uni:.y and on one occasion was visited 

a fore dignitdry. In 1324 the de , George WashingtonWs comrade 
in arms and the 1 t';llrvi i.nq q(::'IV'Lll of th0 ArTI(C)ric,ln RE'volutJon, n d tour th(~ 

United States as tlte: llcition I s gue t. 6 On February 28, 1825, while traveling from Hali-
fax to Raleigh he 0/as lIe t t lcl Joseph Branch who escorted the general to the 
CellAr for rest and re I~ont. Local tradition claims that addr sed a 
gathering of citizens from the balcony of the Branch House. While this would have been 
in accordance with the general's consistent acknowledgement of the appreciation 
of his selvice to America, there are no docwnents to support the tradition If 

from the balcony of the Cellar, he had time to make only a few brief remarks be
cause the stop at Joseph Branch's home lasted only half an hour In mid afternoon, 
Lafayette's entourage left the Cellar headed for the home of Henry Donaldson at the 
Falls of Tar River There they spent the night of 28 8 

The year that had un in pleasure ended in sorrow 
on Christmas [lay leaving ,Joseph with their six children. 

Susan OiBryan Branch died 
Joseph decided to make a new 
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home in Tenne:~sce on land inherited from his father.
9 

In August, 1826, he sold the 
CelJer land and house to Daniel Southall for $5,118 Exempted from the saJe were 
the f,:;unily cemetery and a small portion sold to Joseph's brother John 10 Later that 
year ,Joseph moved his fami ly to vH1liamson County, Tennessee In , 1827, 
Branch died followed in the same week his oldest son John. The five remaining 
orphans became wards of their un.cle, John Branch. ll 

Daniel Southall, the new owner of the Cellar, was Joseph Branch's brother-in-law. 
He marrled Patjence Branch, and at the time of pl1rchas the Cellar, he wa a 
resid~~nt of Hertford County 12 Southa1] was a Methodist minister as well as a farmer 
and apparently met his future wife whil.e riding the circuit 'J:fw marriClge 
toqcther two families of suLstance, and by 18JO Southall had amasf;ed land::.; totaling 
more than 1,700 acres. 13 His health declinefl and in 1813 he mov('(1 to P]o ida v\11t-.h 

his brother-in-law, John Branch. Southall died the following year leaving a widow 
and three children and an estate valued in excess of $16,000 in land and slaves. lLl 

The history of the house for the next sixteen years is something of a mystery 
Records do Hot clclrifywho owned or tived in the C(~11ar before 11350. Since' ,111 tIl(' 
Southall heirs had left North Carolina it may have been occupied by m~ilie~s of the 
Branch family who were related to Daniel Southall through his \,life IS 'rhe next known 
resident of the house was J.J.B. Pender who acquired the property before June of 1850 
How Pender came to own the house and tract is unknown, but he appears to have been 
related to the Branch family through 

Pender was born in Edgecombe County and resided there until the late l840s 
Between 1848 and 1850 he mov~c1 to the Cellar where he corn At age 
thirty-five, he and his thirty-one year old wife, Elizabeth, were parents of eight 
children ranging in age from tllirteen to one month. Although he owned ten slaves 
(7 male, 3 female), Pender either was unsuccessful or made no effort to turn the' land 
along Burnt Coat Swamp into a thriving plantation Only 200 of the 600 acres were 
improved and they produced entirely corn" In 1850 the 300 bushels would have provided 
barely enough food for his large family ten slaves6 and thir head of livestock. 
rrhe cash value of the farm was listed at. $320 00 1 On ,July 21, 1852, Pender sold 
the 600 acre Cellar tract to Thaddeus Davis for $3,000, wllich was $200 less than the 
value of his total estate in 1850 17 

Wjth the purch se by Davis, the 
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wilh no references to occupancy of the house during the ensuing five YE'drs On n 
1 21, 1857, the Rev. John C. Whitfir::ld bought the Cella land for $5j~)OO. 

Whitfield was a Metllodist Protestant mini ter who preached in Enfield and nearby 
cornrnuni ties He converted the former corn fields in to a cot ton fann and \'li:lS moder
ately ~-;ucccssflll ] 9 He lived at tilt: Ct.'11clI" fur twcnty·-two year until hi~J d<:;clth ill 
1879. His will directed that limy wife Martha may upon such terms and amount as may 
be agreed upon her and my executor hereinafter named live upon and occupy that 
portion of the tract of land near Enfield upon which I now reside ,,::?O Ownership 
fell to ten heirs who jointly held rights to the tract which had been reduced to 333 
acres 21 

For the next seventeen years the Cellar was constantly under mortgage, and 
heirs to the property transferred it back and forth in an effort to prevent fore
closurE? . 22 Whether the house was occupied or not, or by ~'Jhom is not knmvn Efforts 
to prevent foreclosure finally failed, and on November 23, 1896, the house and 333 

wC'n' sold at pub]jc ductioll. Bt,ttic' LT Bry,U1, widow of Blount ) I CL"lllVillt' 
County, became the highest bidder at $3 100. 23 The house was apparently rented to 
tenants dU.t:-ing Mrs. Bryan's ownership. 

In 1914 BE?ttie J Bryan conveyed the house and about 300 acres to her daughter 
Margaret Elizabeth Sherrod, wife of John H. Sherrod. 25 The Sherrods moved into the 
Cellar and made a nurriber of repairs and additions to the structure.

26 
The house has 

remained in the Sherrod family with the last resident being Mrs Kate Sherrod who 
lived there untjl Lhe lCltc' J<J70s. Kate cjherrod was the wife of Hugh Sherrod, Sr f son 
of John and Margaret Elizabeth Sherrod 27 Hugh Sherrod, Jr., presently living in 
KF~nner Louisiana !lOW owns the proper and has expressed an inte.rest in sell it 
as soon (]S an appl~opr ate> buyer can be found. 28 

]:'uotnotes 

] i f a"~ Co Ill) 

Will Book 3 p. 453 

\I-1i 11 Dook ::-, f 

hereinaf tc t" 
Office of the Clerk of Superior Court, 

a Halifax County will Book. 
Halifax, 

tion with Catherine 'Id. shir, sor of Survey and Plan.ning Branch, 
Archaeology dnd Historic PreservJtion Section, Division of Archives and History, 
Raleigh, May 22 1979. 

ifax County Deed Books, Office of Lhe Hegister of Deeds, Halifax County 
Courthouse, Halifax, Deed Book 14, P 453 hereinafter cited as Halifax County Deed 

Book. 
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4 
Branch Genealogy loose papers now in possession of John McGwigan of Enfield, 

hereinafter cited as Branch Genealogy; IlL D'B.Branch's Sketch of contained 
in Branch Genealogy cited above Beth G Crabtree 1585-195G 
(Raleigh: of Archives and History, and S. A. Ashe, ed., 

of North Times to the Present 8 'loIs. __ ~~o~ ______________ ~ __________________ • __ 

5 
Branch Genealogy ,Joseph apparently married about 1814. See also Hal i fax Wi 11 

Book 3, p. 453, and Halifax Deed Book 7 p 125. 

6 
A. Levasseur, te in America in 1824 and 1825 

_~_~ __ tJlC~_~~~~ed [;tate,::;. 2 vols. (phi la.delphia: 
after ci ted a Levasseur, ~()I.l£!!i.!:~ of La te Lavasseur was 
secretary and accompanied his tour 

7 
Free 

,Journal of 
ifax) r M~rch 18, 18 5. For a yeneral i 

I 3?~33. 

and Rale March 8, 1825 

see 

Genea Sec. PrJ tic:ulally "L. 0' B. Branch I s Sketch of Himself. II 

County Deed Book 27, p. J2S. 

seur, 

11 
J:lranch Genealogy See particularly ilL O! Branch's Sk.etch of Himself" See 

also John Branch Estate Papers, Halifax County Records Stc"'lteArchives, Ralcl i1h, 
hereinafter cited as Estate Papers wiJch name 

12 
Branch Yi and Halifax County Deed Book 27, P 125. 

lifax County Deed Book 23, pp 93, 110; Deed Book 24, P 216; and Deed 
Book 27, pp. 1 5, 1 3. 
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14Halifax COWlty Deed Book 23, pp 93, 110; Deed Book 24, pe 216; Deed Book 27 
pu- 12~), 133J Hali County Hecords, Inventories and Accoun of Sale 1 1035, 
Daniel Southall Es tate, State Archives Raleigh; and Researcher I s interview with ,John 

of Enfield May 21, 1979, hereinafter cited as McGwigan interview. See also 
c1iviBion of Southall land::> Hali County Dt'.ecl Book 2~), p. )02 Br,lr1ch 

C-;state Papers. 

1 
]1's children Jived in three different states J.J.B Southall in 

1'ennes:::;ee; Frances A Southall in Lou iana; and Hartha Southall EnglL;11 in Florida. 
See powers of attorney to F. A Southall Halifax County Dp.ed Book 32, pp~ 
2()] 20tl. also Beane): 

Lh Census 0 the United States, 1850 North Carolina Halifax County, 
tion Schedulc, GJ; SL:lvc: Schedule , clnd Agr i!~ultura.1 SchedulE~ 429 

1 
Ii CU11rJ Dr:)('d Book J 1, r 

18. . 
l1al).fax COWl JJeed Book 33, p. 329 and Deed Boo};. 34, p 239 Joyner, 

grantor in 1857 f was the son of Andrew ~JoynE:r \Alho ed the tract in 1853. 

19 
McGwigan interview. Mr. McGwigan is married to John G Whitfield's great 

!:;JTa.nddaughter ~ 

20 l' ~ Ha ltax Coun Will Book 6, p. 214 

) 1 
'-'-See Spier W. vlhitaker and wife D"B Whitaker to vL Whit.field, 

Halifax County Deed Book 63, p 469. 

2') 
-The transactions can be traced in the following Halifax County Deed Book 

63, p 469-470; Deed Book 65 pp.J, 8-9, 12, 424-425; and Deed Book 68, p ::)4·3·~-5460 

23Halifax County Deed Book 115 p. 293 Sea also Deed Book 2S4 p 117. 
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letter: t rom .John to GordO!l 
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for Cellar, Hal , Survey and Planning Br~nch 
Preserva Lion Section, Div ision of Archi v(:,;s and History 

" 
L. 

i [rl County Book 25 Ll, p. 337; cwd 

in tervi,,'w, 

'> '7 

L. I Kate Sherrod to Tise r June 4, 1977, 
County See fn 24. 

PAG 6 

7, 1979, copy in 
Archaeo 
Ral'~igh 

interview. 

and Historic 

in file for Cellai r H~lifax 

28 
John McGwigan to Armistead J Maupin, March 14, 1979; and J Myrick Howard, 

executive director of the Historic Preservation Pund of North Ca lina Inc. to 
Mr H B Sherrod, (Jr.) March 8, 1979. Copies of both letters in file for Cellar, 
Ha] i Coun ,S("0 fn. :2 4. 
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