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L~·-- The Stat83ville City Hall,P~':~~:~:.:~~R~~~;EUnit8c1 States Post 

COI)~'t,h()us'::j and Customs House,:issituated on a busy corner surrotmded 
cotnmercial builc1ings. 

The Richardsonian Romanesque building is a rectangular t,li'To-and-one­
half story structure, seven bays TJIlide ,::md three deep -' consc,rncted of red 
brick and sandstone, set on a foundation of random rusticated sandstone 
~\Ti th a rm'T of smooth. sands tone blocks marking the '\i\Ta tel' table The' T,\rall 
surfaces are broken by the proJ3ction of the tTN'O northHest bays M.nd the 
hi,ro-story tOli,Ter in the southli\Test bay of the main (liIT8St) facade; oetHean 
them is the one-story entrance pavilion with central arched recessed en­
trance porch The continuity of the tall hip roof is interrupted by the 
turret of the facade tO~Ter -' the large VIall dormers (one on each end ele- I 
vation, two on the front) and three on the rear), and the four tall paneledl 
interio~ brick chimneys wi th corbeled caps of brick and sandstone The 
pressed red brick Hall slrrfaces, laid 1i1Ji th string joints -' contrast strongly' 
ljvi tll the sandstone employe d in the entrance arch, li\TindoT~T trim) and s tTing 
COl1.I'SeS and wi th t!1e copper cornice and dark greY,slate roof. 

A ~\ride plaster palmette frieze occurs at the cornice 18vel This I 
frieze is protec t8d by a copper rnodillion cornice ,and overh8.nging roof 
e3.Ve3 covered ~'Ji th mold8d copper shee ting. The frieze al.so appears .:J,long 
the en~ranc8 pavilion) bounded above and below b~ a sandst~ne. molding.. The I 
roof rldges alie marked by cren811ated coppar copl.ng J and s'lmple copper 
.finials slrcmount the roof pinnacles. 

The main feat1JT8 of the first floor of the facade 1.8 the s8.ndstolle 
8.rch 1ivhich outlines the entrance and -ls supported on truncated sandstone 
pedestals livith foliate capitals v'Thich extend across th8 T"rall surface of the, 
entrance pavilion as a string course. Granite steps Hit,h a C:3n tral brass I 
handrail lead from the sidmvalk to the porch 18vel, ~Thich is covered in 
varic olore d marble tile s Three double doors, each se t Hithin an arche d 
opening outlined by sandston3 quoining, give access to the first floor. 
EaGl1 door is flat-paneled with a glazed upp8r half and is surmounted by an 
ar-chad s'ingle-pane fanlight ft:n oak entrance alcove with a marble ba.s(':) 
and glazed sides encloses the central door The so.uth side and rear ele--
vations each contCl:in an entrance ~\Tithin an arched Beneath tha 
rea::." entrance a stair descends to the basement entrance, 

The ~TindoH treatment is varied) consisting of three t1indm,T types 
~"'8(md'-head8d~ rectangular and segmental.-arched) , providing comple:z: surface 
art.icI1lation. T'h3 first story contains, ljD.th the exception of the tm\TeT') 
rOlU1d-archad ope , each framad by a molded brick lab i31 Ht th foliate 
stone' corbels) with single or double one -over-ODe pane sash windmvs sur­
mOIJ.nted by blind .::;xcl'1es and set lj,ri thin molded archi trD.Vss. The molded 
s3.ndstone string course Nhich divides the first aDd ,3ec~')nc1 stories SE:~rvs~{ 

as a sill for s2,eil ,segmental-arched second-story v,TincJoH o}J!3nirig. E~:tch of 
th388 :vindoHs is a rnrrOt,[ ani':] '-ove2:'-Qne pane :::'2.sh 'Hindm-[ 'v-i til a blind se~­
m3ntal a.rch ,s1.J.rmounted by a flat brick Br-ch A third 1>Tinc10~T type 1 Ct. one­
OVer-ow] p.ans n!}I'rm,T sash vTindm.r> usually f.vi th a blind transom, Hi thin ;::1 

rect.:J.ngular 1.,TindmT ope ,occu::,"s in rm.lltip18 bands at S(:~v!3ral loccotions 
thin th3 ,5 true 1::.r;re " 
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level of the tO~Ter, and in a small band of three in the gable apex of tha 
largest dormer of each side A wide continuous sandstone lintel surmounts 
each of the se window bands In the second story below the northwe st gable 
dormer of the main facade and belo~,r the gable dormer of the north side is 
a band of four, flanked by brick pilasters supported by ornamental sandstone 
corbels ~vhich extend through the eaves and flank the gable dormer above it, 
terminating in foliate sandstone capi tals Each gable is coped Hlth a sanc1~ 
stona molding and topped by a red sandstone fleur-de-lis finial. The upper 
part of each gable is ornamen ted T/Ti th terra cotta tiles bearing foliate 
designs 

Although the structuxe 1i,yas converted from courthouse to city hall in 
19tJ.l, the· interior has lmdergona li ttle al taration Not only the original 
floor plan but also the plastered interior walls and rich wooden trim stilJ. 
exis t throughout the S true ture The firs t-floor plan fea tUTe s a large ope n 
central area ~Tith partitioned offices on the north and south sides. The 
plas tered walls throughout tha first floor have a high molded basebo,':lrd and 
a deep plastered coVe cornica Each 1;,TindcM is set -in a heav,Y {;lolded archi-
t)1"av8 ltThich ex-tenc1s to ths f~loor, fl")aming srnall ver"tj_cal flctt parlsls # fl1i19 

doors are raised -paneled, and those in the interior paTti tion -~\Talls are 
surmounted by transoms • At the upper corners of some of the door archi­
traves are corner blocks ~Ti th leaf ornament The plaster coffered ceilins 
of the central area is supported by Corinthian stucco columns set on round 
iron basEls. 'Ihe original t-Tooden paneled post office sereen) HiGh a c;orrtil:11.lo1.J_o 
Ie set beneath the service openings T;,Thich are proteetad by metal grates, 
~vas converted for use by va.riou::~ cityagoflci8s The south side offices have 
been renovated) but the north side offices re;:'lain in their original state., 
finished li1<::e the central area. In the canter north side office is a safe, 
e ntere, d through a lid-ain iron door with a cas t-iron ove rdoor in an Eas tlake 
designo The gas light fixtures, each consisting of a slender stalk suspended 
from the cailing and terminating in a large single. holder, are pos 
original, although the globes are replacements. The radiators at this 1evel 
are protectad by fine cast-iron covers wi th sinv.ous flor.3.1-patter·~led side 
panels of art nouveaLJ. character 

The stair rises behind the facade to-Her through throe stories each 
story contcdning tv.TO flights, "trith the landing at each leve1 occurring TrTithin 
the tOlfTer. The railing, consisti.ng of ,slender tVTned balusters belm,) a hSL=J.vy 
molded handrail, is ;rc.nctuated Clt each landing a squClxe ch::lmfeY'ad neHel 
VITith ,1 molded cap The heallY ne~,!el at the st.air base contains raised 1:3 

and te rminate s in a. polygonal cap. The closed st.ring is raised-p3_neled" 

The second floor featur8s a~vide center h211 with office:3 ope on 
the eas Hast ,J.nd south sides and a l,9.rge court.room on the north side. T(ith 
the exception of one office_, \{hich has bem} mod8rnized, the trim at this level 
~Ls original and identical to that of the ftrst floor but Lh r c 
In tlu'ea of the rooms are identic,:3.1 marble m,3.ntels) each Hith ,short) heavy 
turned colonnettes supporting Cl t.hree-part fr'iaze a;.1(l ClLrved shelf" Inc.i~)8cl 
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Eastlake ge orne tric and curvilinear de signs ornam8n t the c olonnette s and fri~3 ze 
In tb.8 cen ter east side office is a safe identical to tha t of the fir st floor. 
Tbe original lighting at thi3 level has been replaced 

The east end of the courtroom has been rnoderni~ed and a paneled~'Tain3cc t 
installed in this area The original courtroom furni ture has been removed 
The original trim) hOTI'T8v8r, remains intact) and above each door and lirindmv is 
a heaV',f molded lintel& The entrance door at each end of the room is surrr.olliTtfld 
by ':=1, large raised panel lid th a carved red) ~Thi te and blue 1iTOoden s8al of th9 
United States set upon a bed of olive branches v·.rithin an interlacing border. 
From the ornamental opemlTOrk c·enters of the h'JO large plaster ceiling medallic'ns 
eU'e suspended brass gas chandeliers liIThich have been electrified 

The third story contains small offices on the east Cl.nd v\lest side,s openir~g 

off the narrOlif central hall At the north end is a small door TI'rhich opens to r 
the unfinished attic above the high-ceilinged courtroom directly beneCl th The 
trim at this level is much plainer) consisting of plaster It'Talls) high unmoldec 
baseboards and simple wlndovf architraves The origina1 stc!.1k-t;y-pe two 
gcI,S fixture s remain in the hall 

Beneath the main stair:l a grani te stair leads to the full basement 
The door openi.ngs within the brick parti tion Halls at this level c11."e s8§::mentaJ 
elI'ched;, surmounted by brick relieving arch8 s) and fini~;hed -r,vi til t,To,Jd8n fl.:lt·-
panele.d soffits and revr3als The floor plan has been altered) and m.any of 
these door1vays are nm,T infilled 
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The Statesville City Hall, completed in 1892, iSi'-Tort:l 
Carolina's best eX::lmple of the Richardsonian Romanesque sty13 , jtsmonumt3n-
tali ty enhanced by the rich and v8ried ornam8nt It remains 
tillal tered inside and out, follo1tring a sympathe tic conversion L.'om 
to municipal use 

The property for the State sville City Hall lnTaS purchased on H2.:r'eh I-l.; 
1889, by the United States government fron: .John B Glov8T and his \;.TiLb 
SUE:an for $4,000 Tb.e building 'j.fas designed to serve as a pos t office 3nd I 
courthouse Const.ruction of t.he bu.ilding ~Tas clone une'leI' the crt) 8 or 
T\Til10ughby.J Edbro()k8,,_ su?ervi_~ing arcl:itect _~f the _Unit.erl ~ta~EJs l:r:i~::;n::cy j 

Department a Edbrooke (1843-·1890) a nat.lv8 of .l:!.:ngland J pl-'actH_;fJU arcl1l G(lr:;tm:i(1 

i.11 Chic-3.go as early as 1867 and ~1Torked on lIa number of buil:.::lings in micllfJ8st I 
cities fi!l In 1887 -1891 he Has associate d li-Jl th Frariklin P BUI'n .. ::1.'1rn in pT'~ - i 
paring plans for the state capitol in At.lanta. In September) 1891, F~c)ll~/OC,(:!lC81 
roported that a contract for the building had .hoel1 entered on ~rune 2L~j 51 
and that a cost limit of $7),,000 had been esta.blishad. i'uTt.[Y:n'relatecl I 
that TIlUch of the building had been completed and that )3L!J). ,?O h::ld beeD 
e:x:penc1ed. to date The next year he reported that it ha.c1 beep Ce[-5S3.ry to 
obt3.in an additional appropriation of $2)500 to complete the fH3atingc;ystem 
and that the building had been occupied for some months 0 

On September 2 1941, the federal government sold the 
city of Statesville because it T,qas "declared to bs in EGCC8SS 

of the Federal ~'Torks Age ney and for v,Thich there is flO furth3 J.' 
Tho prccchase pri.ce lj·TaS $31,100 It 1i-JClS at this tim.8 that t.h::: 
became tha city hall of state sville J a. capcl.City Ttl tain:::c1 to 
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STATe:: CODE COUI-. ry: 

----~-----------

STATE; CODE COUNTY: 

As the des ignated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tiof1ni Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-66S), I hereby nominate this prope!ty for inclusion 

ill the Natlonal Register and certify that it has been 

('valuated according to the c-iteria and procedu res set 

forth by the N3tioncd Park SerVlce. The reconi'mended 

level of signific8 nee of thi.s nomlna tion is: 

o 

Name: 

Title Dira c tor , Division of Ar..Qll:Lr~s_ 
c:md History-

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

N8tioriCll Regist;::r. 

Director, Office of Arche%,1Y and Historic PceservDtion 
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