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are 
become taller 
frout 
much 

from at Ie 

Ebenezer 
the church. 

mate 20' 30 
stone foundation 
h The 

tructed 

surrounded fieldstone 
to the Ground wall wrought-iron s 

The front vert ts which 
and which have fleur-de-lis finials. 'The left wall beside the 

carved inscription, "July 1825 WN tv The is of imilar, but 
sense more 1 than The tery con 

War tones many of church and leaders and dates 

is located on the opposite side of SR 1921 from Be Church on land owned 
Built 18 the school X tructure me approxL 

It is constructed of hand 
l~e 9/6 ash windows have 

covered th wooden sh 

and is set on short field 
af batten shutters with iron trap 

acement • 
boards The 
wall and 
walls in chalk 

In earlier years least one ide of the structure was covered with weathe 
has one room with two large f molded surrounds. The 

th flush sheath ten on th 
and adorned with various 1880s though 

since then The build work done in 
somewhat difficult to determine the extent f 

the the building we and til pro-
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Ebeneze chartered in 1822 and in 
subscription school until 1903 is perhaps the 
Iredell Coun Certa it was in operation 
sh with Bethany Pre ian Church whom 

until 1856 and than as 
the ivil War schools 1 

t. Its close lation-
not surpr in 1 

of the trong personal inte t in education held Princeton-trained James Hall first pasto 
of Bethany from 1788-1816 Hall had in e ie tabl both Clio' Nursery and the 

of Sciences, and h bent toward educational 
who founded Ebene 
Iredell Ci izens ry 
distinguished by a tone wall and decorative iron gate 

ing Ground. After Ebeneze Academy closed i doors in 
preserve for the future Preservation ffort 1913 
represent an early of historic preservation in Iredell 

CRITERIA ASSESSrvlENT 

continued by h 
The Halls and othe prominent 

from lt 1 and 
similar to those at Snow Cree 
Hall de cenden worked to 

and,l968 proved SUcceB ful an' 
County 

A. Ebenezer and Be r Church have made ficant contribut to educa 

B 

tional and religious deve 1n Iredell Be Church is one of the oldest con-
gregation in the county been created in 1775 division of Fourth Creek Church 
into three cong ions and acted a focal point not only in the ligious but also in th' 
social and educational life of the area it served. The relationsh bettveen the church and edl 
cation was probab stronger at Bethany than else in Iredell to the firs 
pastor James Hall. Th commitment was passed down to Hall' members of 
the congre ion and led the establishment in 18 of Ebenezer , pe the most 
successful f the pre~C War academies 1n Iredell County. 

Bethany Pre rian Church 
Iredell educators the 
and f t pastor of 
in the 18th century 
of Se next to h Beth , a1 

~on tablished Ebenezer other members of Be 
Hall and Alexander Hall Ebeneze' f and second teachers 

Roddy Hall was probably the be t known of Ebenezer' teache 9 se 

of 
Hall) 

school 

Robert Sloan 
respect ly Hugh 

near a quarter of 
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ze 

schools--Clio s and the Academy of Sciences--vlas continued by his 
in the establishment of Ebenezer on the grounds of Be Church 
Hall teach in the sea ion house at Be in 1821. The fol 
Ebenezer Academy chartered by the tate with all eleven trustees be 
with Bethany Church 

de cendents 
Rober Sloa: 
year 

associated 

Ebenezer Academy was constructed in 1823. On December 9 1823 William A Bell of the 
We (Sal) reported 

Th titution was dur the se s of the Gene ral sembly 
In 1822 It is now open to all who either to pursue course of 1 ral 
education or tUdy English Grammar and Geography. All branche of education 
requ for admission into col 11 be We are happy 
to the publ that new and commodious Academy will be completed in a few 
days This is in a rural ituation miles from Statesville so 
that students be me from It con-
venient to church, where there is preaching s 

Robert Sloan Hall followed by h ,Alexande Hall who pr 
of the school until 1825. After Alexander Hall joined the western migration the 
was turned back to Robert Sloan Hall a years. 1be bes known 
was Hugh Roddy Hall who came in 1832 and continued until 1856 giving Ebenezer a 
history than any of Iredell' earlier academies Student came not only from the sur-
rounding area but from other states well tudents went on to become 
doctors ministers , teachers and congressmen 

From 1856-1903 Ebenezer was used as ic SUbscription 12 chool Two 
teachers during the 18808 were John Paris and Laura Paris was ponsible 13 
for the colored chalk mottoe and de beautiful scr t on the wall 
Laura 1 operated the irs in Statesville and 1 on Bell 
Stree Hill area 

By 1900 
function 

Hall 
preserving it for 
Although the 
vat from 19 

community Ebeneze 
house 0 the 

had been bu It across the road and Ebenezer ceased to 
last teacher 'Ila8 Hary Lizzie Hall a granddaughter of 

Dr E A Hall took over chool 
again in 1968 the 

fabric 
"restored II 

pre 
i themse point the 

by Hall de cendents, the Bethany congregation and the 
Academy is still owned Bethany Church and is now used aslShe 
Fourth Creek r te 0 the American Revolution. 
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to devote 
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his 
and 

extended 

ion e 
In 1816 poor health forced 

Hall was bur 
whom 'Ylere 

tors made significant contributions to Be Church and 
r the are Because the e lie t itten records of Be 

lost Rev S Front served as from 28 to 
of the church and recorded it in the front tion of the Ses 

Socie and a School In unde the 
a 

the pre church build Although there 
Rev 
some a1 the 

building looks not too dissimilar from when it was built 

The black congregation of Bethany Church the first Iredell and one of the t in thi 
area of the state to \vithdraw from the white ion and form church of it own. The 
blacks were led by Rev. S S. Murkland wh pastor of Be Church dur the Civil 
War years Murkland removed the bar in the church that divided the blacks from the whites 
and late made an addres before the North Carolina he advocated the abolition 
of slavery. He finally the black members 
of Bethany into Freedom Pre th 
another Mecklenburg Catawba 

Bethany Pre 
tion held by Be 

rlan Church till has an 
Church's first pastor 

lMildr~d J Miller "Historical Sketch of 
unpublished 
Here fte 

pre for the 
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All of Tract 49, Block A 
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2 Homer M. Keever (Iredell County Bicentennial ------------------------Commie ion, 1976), pp referred to Keeve. 

, p 80 

4Ibid ., p. 18 

5Ibid . p. 187. 

6Eva B Watts and Mary P Adams Br f Historical Sketch of Be 
terian Church, Statesville, North Carolina, 1775-1975 If p. 1, an unpublished 
script filed with Home Keever' the Iredell County Public Library. 

7Mil1er, "Bethany Presbyterian Church. 1l 

8 
Keever, pp. 27-328. 

9Mildred J. Miller "Historical Sketch of Ebene Academy" (1979) an un-
published typeser report prepared for the Iredell County Historic Properties Com-
mission. Hereinafter referred to as Miller "Ebenezer Academy." 

lORache1 Morrison, "Ebenezer Academy Restored II 

October 18, 1969 p 3 
Ie Record and Landmark 

11 'II MI er, 

12 1:' I )l._d. 

l311Turner Recalls 
1967 

14 Data sheets 
Inventory 

1 
r, p 211. 

Academy. II 

Hill Histor 

1967 ~ p. 4A. 
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