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_DETERIORATED 

DATE_~ __ 

AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL 

Bethesda Pre 
Third Creek and 
the olde church 

Church located in 
far from the Rowan 
ld the county 

t central Iredell 
Constructed 1853 

j t south of 
it appears to be 

The three bays wide and five an unusual front re-
ce sed ibule with latticework posts The form recal a 
group of vernacul Greek churches ~uilt the Pre 
byterians of the Uppe of southeastern North Carolina The gable roof 
~"hich extends over the iment with molded box cornice and flush sheath 

The wall the body of the t of the 
covered with plain weatherboarding The center main entrance in the Greek Revival 
feature Ie 1 door broad 1 and narrow transom and fluted 
surround with corner blocks A ly entrance is found at the 
balcony level Simple doors are also found toward the rear 0 each side of the 
Firs are /9 while on second 6/6 Brick pie th 
latticework infil1 form the foundation of the building~ 

On the interior the sane of Bethesda Church a lery with flat paneled dado on thre 
sides by plain posts and flush sheathed walls and ceil Tbe anctuary is very 

lar and de 1 to the anc of Church 0 the period. 
(See Centre Church portion of IlfRN) The vestibule has stairs to 
enclosed by raised panel doors. 

the gallery at either corner 

Southeast of the church ieh faces we t) is the 
which is a diminutive one-room frame building th 
exterior brick chimney on rear end and 6 

ion house 
Ie roof 

ash uindows 

contemporary with the church, 
batten door on front gable end 

Northeast of the church cemetery in an open f 1d 'I't!lth no It con~ 
tains about 200 gravestones many of which date from the 

Southwe t of the church the mid-twent 
structure with Ie roof and small gabled 
not contI' te to the therwise coherent re 

A circular drive leads from SR 2359 to the church 
by tree which helps to its quie rural 

education build one-s red brick 
It unfortunately doe 

and the whole complex ly surrounded 
tting 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Bethesda Pre 
a de 

~n in Iredell and 
~fui d in re 1 

house is typical of those built in the region clur 
rian Church and similar to those at Centre 

of the church itself ~V1! 

dencies and while its inte ior is very similar to that at Centre rian Church 
the following yea at the southern tip of the its ex th rece sed 
and latticework posts above enclosed vestibule is unusual in this area of the tate 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

A. of Scotch-Irish ttiers of Presbyter faith 8S a cul-

tural group in 

c. Bethesda ian Church, built the oldest the 
displays Greek Revival tics during the mid-nineteenth 
especially in de ign and double-leaf front door with 

, transom n cornerblocks And it 1 
design with rece sed and latticework pas above enclosed vestibule and the two-
story effect created by this feature and the double row of windows a the ide ele-
vations is unique The d session house is typical of others from 
the teenth cen t notab those Centre Pre ian and 
Coddle Creek A. R etian in lItRN on these churches The session 
house a distinct form re flee ion 



HISTORICAL B/\CKGROUND 

The h of Be ada t an Church 
fourteen people presented reque t to 

Lan Cburch on the Gc:orgi 
the Rev. Thomas E Dav 
Novembe IGL~ 7 the 
charle membe of 
congregations at Thi 
In 184[3 Bethe 

th 0 h 

Creek Back Creek 
asked the Rev 

to be id 
to be In return for 

o $133 

Thc! 1 Church we held under brush arbors 
Soon in schoolhouse until the church 
itself was erected in 1853 

By 1855 the membership had grown to 85 vlith 46 ylhite members 36 s members and 
free black members The lave sat 1n the and also utilized the balcony 

llowsh fol the 

Bethesda till an 
have remained well 
white. and black membe the years 

church Its church build and session house 
ceme marks the grave of both 

lInformation contained in thi brief historical sketch can be found in the following two 
source Pou Hend "Chambe Township" in 
Virginia Fraser Evans (Statesville The Irede.ll County 
mission, 1976); pp 104--105; "His of Be thesda Presbyterian Church," an 
script by Dr Roscoe Brown Fisher pastor of Bethe Pre 

ACREAGE NOMINATED PROPERll' __ 5 ________ __ 
UTM REf:ERE.NC:ES 

led by 
Com

unpublished type
Church. 

All of Tract 44 Block A 5E Chambe Township, as outlined in red on map 

The property be nominated consists of the church-m,med tract which includes the church-

related buildings, the cemetery, and the immediate surroundings which are vital to the pro-

tection of the integr of this rural site 




