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The interior of the Houston House 1.S flush sheathed and is \'lell detailed. The finest 
mantel has a molded frieze \vith the rno blocked outward in a 
manner. The center has square molded handrail 
above a square newel, and simple curvilinear brackets the open 
surrounds have a ground with molded rail cons a 

nos upon a molded backboard, and the baseboard features prominent bead at the 
of the face 

Additions to the Houston House include a mid-nineteenth ell and an twentieth 
end addition Both are one-s frame with an end A twentieth 
runs across the back of the house and dm'.Tn th ell 

Behind the house are two outbuildings and a granite curbed well. Closest to the house 

is a one-story frame true with two JOD and 

an end It may one time have 
note is the half-dovetail farther removed from the house 
unusual not £0 i bu ther because the passage runs 

the th of rather than the width from side to side 

as in most barns 
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ficance 8 One 

The hi tory of thi house is quite uncertain Local tradition surrounding the 
apr> to ht' upportC'd doc :i ng thc~ p sibility t 

es 0 several Houston houses have been into one Its chief is 
ee above) so tha t the lack of certain informa tion about its mvnership 

d tance but ] qu~s lons about t trnction 
date context According to local tradition the house was built in 1818 by 
a Dr married the widow of James Hiram Houston The house was supposed to 
have been construct on the site where Houston had operated a store 1 Yet James H 
Houston id not die until 1826; consequently Dr Walls could not have married the 
"ltlidow [lnd built the house ye;:'irs - ~ of Houston 
the property before his death and more there is record of any Walls 

property in Iredell County before the Civil War Houston, however, 
did receive the land from his father in 1817 and if the construction dat 
(based on chinmey ins tion now covered by addition) is correct then it would appear 
he HouDton built the house@3 Several years later Houston moved to 

hut t h nth (~ h :"1 d 1 :ii n t [w 11 0 11 R e w h t c: h ru:nn 0 d M 0 un l\i 0 urn (' 
p the 1806 post office by the same name, there is little doubt. A newspaper 

ced t t.he property \vould "be sold at Haunt Hourne the te 
James H Houston deceased in the lm<ler end of Iredell County 114 

The hl uf he howie> r the 1 of Jnme:3 11 HowHon une rtain Accord 
to tradition the house became the property of Johnston Houston before the 
Ci vi1 VJar George J Bous ton, born in 1837, could not legally have mmed property 
until 1858 5 There is no record of how the house passed from James Hiram Houston to 
his nephew George Johnston Houston but it was not by will or deed 6 Not until 1901 
can G. J Houston be documented as owner of the property@7 Thus only one person 
James Hiram Houston, can be proved a resident of the house before 1900 and he moved to 
Mecklenburg County about 1820 For the rest of the nineteenth centu~y the history of 
the hou.'3e 18 a blank 

Chalmers Davidson, in his book states that 
J Houston's Rufus J , lived in the house with his two sisters Jennie and 

Emma None of the ever married and the house vIas their home until well into the 
t1ventieth century Presumably they occupied the house in the las t years of the nineteenth 
century after Rufus from Davidson Col in 1883 8 Wills indicated that such 
was the case" however a 1917 map of Iredell County showing residences places Rufus J 
Houston's home west of the present house and on the opposite side of the Southern Railroad 

the possibility that ~"hile Rufus may have m.,rned the old Houston House it may 
not have been the homeplace he willed to his sisters in 1934 9 The 1917 map names a 
II J Houston or J n Houston (there two houses) as the ident who could be 
John Brevard Houston, one of Rufus's brothers 10 

According to file records he house is now owned by Pla~ A® niece of Rufus 
Emma, and Jennie Houston The Rufus J @ Houston homeplace di.d eventually become the 
prop of Miss Kelly but he also received hundreds of acres and several houses in 
the vicinity from other members of the 11 Miss Kelly never lived in the house 
under consideration, and efforts to contact her for further information have been 
unsuccessful 
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er as The Plantation \.Jor1d . and 
Pat Crooks Intervievl with William R. Pope, notes supplied by Laura A@ W. Phillips 
to Research Branch 1980 on file in Walls-Houston File and P Branch 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation Section Division of Archives and History Raleigh 

t~ cited interview. 

ion World Around 39 

Deed Books, Office of ter of Deeds Iredell County 
Courthouse Stat 1 Book.J 877 he cited Iredell Coun Deed 
Book; and Pope interview 

quotation Davidson, 39 

fee Ie Sane had to be 21 years old to m>ln land 
of the United States, 1900, North Carolina: Iredell County 

For age see Twelfth Census 
Enumeration District 92 

Sheet 4, Ltne 88 

6 
A check was made in Iredell County Deed Books Grantor and Grantee Indexes and 

in Iredell County Will Books Office of the Clerk of Court, Iredell County Court-
house, Statesville Devisor and Devisee hereinafter cited Iredell County 
Will Book. 

Iredell County Will Book 6, p 337, will of 
was on the 90 acre tract bequeathed to Rufus J Houston 

J .. Houston The house 

pps. 39-40 

9 
Map of Iredell County 1917 

cited at 1917 Iredell County Map 
M. C 87-D State Archives Ralei 

and Iredell County Will Book 11, p 
hereinafter 

163 

1°1917 Iredell Coun 
County Will Book 11 p 163 

For 

Iredell County Will Book 1 pp 119 
County Deed Book 65 p 446 S~e Iso Will Book 
Grantee, for other acquisitions 

, see will of Rufus J. Houston Iredell 

419; Will Book 15 p. 522 and Iredell 
Devisee and Deed Book 
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George Houston House 
Iredell County 
(Request for Approval of Relocation) 

In order save the George Houston House from demolition, its relocation is necessary. The house is to 
be moved within the parcel that was nominated to the National Register in 1980. The house is sited 
near the center of the thirty-one-and-one-half-acre parcel listed in the National Register in 1980. 
Recently, a 4,000-square-foot house and two large multi-car garages were built to the east and north of 
the Houston House, within the listed boundaries. Also, the adjacent historic rural setting has changed 
with the con,struction of a housing development immediately to the east. 

Recently, a developer acquired all but one acre of the listed parcel, including the site of the house and 
the half-dovetail log bam, with the intention of constructing additional houses on the property in the 
future. The remaining one acre, at the southwest comer of the listed property, has been purchased by an 
individual with the express purpose of moving the Houston House to this site in order to restore it; if 
the house remains on its current, original site, it will be demolished by the owner of the larger tract. 
The one-acre parcel occupies the southwest comer of the original acreage and is shown on the enclosed 
map drawn to a scale of 1 "=200.' 

7. Description 

The proposal is to move the Houston House from its original location where its front facade is oriented 
toward the southwest and two hundred and fifteen feet from NC 115 to a site on the one-acre parcel 
approximately four hundred feet to the south, where its main facade will face west toward open land. 
The house will stand approximately two hundred and thirty feet from NC 115. While the move means a 
slight change in orientation, the house will be placed on a site that is surrounded on three sides by thick 
trees and fronted by NC 115, similar to the original location described in the nomination as 
"surrounded on three sides by woodlands and on the fourth by fairly open land and the highway." 

To prepare for the move, the following will occur: A granite foundation will be laid at the new site. 
The original foundation was constructed of granite and most of the original material will be reused at 
the new site. The two interior brick chimneys will be disassembled from the roof upward and rebuilt 
using the original material after the house is moved. The exterior end brick chimneys will be 
dismantled. Because of the poor condition of these bricks and a concern for safety, it will be necessary 
to rebuild the chimneys with new handmade, hard-baked bricks which have been custom produced and 
which perfectly match the color and size of the original. The bricks will be laid in their original bond 
pattern. All other material of the house will be retained during and after the move. 
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Iredell County 
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(Request for Approval of Relocation) 

The half-dovetail log bam, the only remaining outbuilding associated with the house, will not be 
moved when the house is moved. The new owner of the parcel upon which the bam stands does not 
plan to demolish the bam in the near future. This new owner has told the owner of the Houston House 
that he will give the owner of the Houston House first option to buy and move the bam if the owner of 
the larger property no longer wants the bam. 

8. Stat~ment of Significance 

The significance and integrity of the house will be only minimally diminished as it will remain within 
its historic acreage and the new setting in rural Iredell County will be very similar to the original. Its 
eligibility under Criterion C will not be threatened because its architectural character and significance 
will be retained. 

Since the National Register nomination was prepared in 1980, new information about the Houston 
House has come to light which enhances the property's significance. The George Houston House is 
significant as one of a small number of surviving two-story, stylishly finished, nineteenth century log 
houses that represent an important and often misunderstood phase of domestic architecture in Iredell 
County and the western Piedmont of North Carolina. These houses reflect a second period of log 
construction in the county and region which followed the one- and two-room, often temporary log 
cabins built by Scotch Irish, German, and English immigrants alike during the early settlement period. 
By the late eighteenth century, log building technology had evolved to such sophistication that for two 
or three generations it competed with timber frame and brick construction as the favored structural 
system for even the largest and most elaborately finished houses erected for prosperous farmers and 
planters. I Solid walls of heavy horizontal logs, hewn mostly square with smooth surfaces on all four 
sides and tightly jointed with half-dovetail or V notches created a sturdy and well-insulated house. In 
most cases the logs were never exposed either inside or out, but covered on the exterior with 
weatherboards applied to vertical nailing strips and on the interior with flush board sheathing. Interiors 
could be embellished with late Georgian, Federal, or Greek Revival mantels, doors, and stairs that rival 
the finish in the finest frame and brick houses. In many cases, such as the George Houston House, it 
may not be immediately evident that the house is log unless weatherboards or sheathing are removed. 

1 See Davyd Foard Hood, The Architecture of Rowan County, North Carolina: A Catalogue and History 'of Surviving 18th, 
19th, and Early 20th CentlilY Structures (1983: Rowan County Historic Properties Commission: Salisbury) for an in-depth 
discussion of this phase of log construction in Rowan County. 
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This tradition of the well-finished log house flourished in the piedmont through the late antebellum 
period and endured to a lesser degree until the late nineteenth century. 

The George Houston House is the best preserved of the few surviving log houses that represent this 
tradition in Iredell County. The only others identified in surveys of Iredell County include the 
Davidson H~use (NR, 1980) near Troutman, the Falls-Hobbs House (NR, 1980) near Doolie, the 
Waddell-Click House (NR, 1980) near Elmwood, the Allison House in Statesville, and an 
undocumented house near Olin.2 Of these, only the Davidson House approaches the Houston House in 
sophistication and integrity, though its Federal style interiors may have been installed at the time the 
frame, Federal style rear addition was connected to the older log house and thus not contemporary with 
the log construction. Though long described as a two-story log house, the Falls-Hobbs House may be a 
late eighteenth century one-story log house that was expanded vvith a second story frame addition and 
given its Federal style interior woodwork about 1820. Both the Waddell-Click House and the Allison 
House have seen substantial mid-twentieth century exterior and interior alterations. The house near 
Olin was heavily deteriorated in 1983 and is believed to be no longer standing. The George Houston 
House survives with its full two-story log construction and original Federal finish almost completely 
intact. In its new location it will retain this architectural integrity as a key example of an important 
building tradition. 

A walkover survey by an archaeologist from the North Carolina Historic Preservation Office found no 
additional historical or archeological resources in the are/a. 

8. Major Bibliographic References 

Hood, Davyd Foard. The Architecture of Rowan County, North Carolina: A Catalogue and History of 
Surviving 18th, 19th, and Early 20th Century Structures. Salisbury: Rowan County Historic 
Properties, 1983. 

Little-Stokes, Ruth. An Inventory of Historic Architecture, Iredell County, North Carolina. Statesville: 
Iredell County Historic Properties Commission, 1978. 

2 Ruth Little-Stokes, An Inventory of Historic Architecture. Iredell COllnty. North Carolina. (1978: Iredell County Historic 
Properties Commission, Statesville). 
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