
OR 

HlriWAIC 
rs-Keaton House 

STRHT ~~UM8ER 

NE cor of NC 115 and SR 1905 
CITY. TOWN 

STATE 

North Carolina 

_DISTRICT 

___ STRIJCTU R E 

__ PUBLIC 

_PRIVATE 

__ BOTH 

U 

__ -'r~ PFlOCLSS 

ISITI 

___ BEING CONSIDERED 

NAME 

l1rs 
STAE:ET & NUMBER 

Route 2 
CITY. TOWN 

Statesville 

COURTHOUSE, 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & 

~~AME / TITLE 

Consultant for 

Arch 
ClTY T()WN 

Raleigh 

tory 

VICINITY OF 

CODE 

__ OCCUPIED 

~UNOCCUPIED 

RESTRICTED 

YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

_ VICINITY Of 

ton-Salem) 

Branch 

_________________ ~ ______ QUAD 

NOMINATION 

COUNTY 

Iredell 

---AGRICULTURE 

__ COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCA TlONAL 

U 
_MUSEUM 

_PARK 

_PRIVA H RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT __ RHIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNME NT _SCIENTIFIC 

_~INDUSTAIAL 

_MILITARY 

__ TRANSPORTATION 

_vTHER 

North Carolina 28677 

DATE 

STATE 

North Carolina 



the intersection 0 

Although the front 
SR 1905 and 

the 

much 
was carried ave into the Federal period one or bo 

the rebuild Ie roof eaves The pre 
posts and stair newel that some revisions were made during the late 

Additions to the rear we made the twentieth centur 
arlie s tic feature of the house those which i 

The tvlO-S fI arne house wide and two dee p wi th s sholl Ide r br ick ch a 
ither end A one-story ell apparently or , projects from the rear of the house 

Windows have 9/6 sash in the first story, 6/6 in the second s 4/4 in the Ie ends and 
1 , 1 molded surrounds Ident shed-roofed extend across the 

first of both front and rear facades and on the rear the turns the corner to in-
clude of the ell. Wall surfaces of the porches are flush sheathed in contrast to the 

face of the t of the house Porch corner tiles location of 
Is are treated in unusual and identical fash 

The interior features a three-room 
center hall s is sheathed in 
doors th box locks lead to 

1 Only narrow, simple fluted 

hall 
of the 
nO'Vl 

unusual I to 

of the 

between them has been removed other rooms are flush sheatb 
The remarkable mantels and overmantels of the Though slightly dif-
ferent both ibit flat 1 rmantel mantel lvee 
places in all other rooms the ell fashion, though each var 

I ly The in the room to th(~ hall It ca 1940 
but its panelled overmantel Mos doors mult l'i::d and many their 
box locks at Ie r' s seal One upstairs door which h not been over~ 
painted shor,.n:il The rear ell is synnne planned and has 
batten doors on to the outside. Window surrounds in the ell are identi 
cal to those in The cumulative result 0 all this is that the interior 
presents a very tic picture The house as a whole has been well preserved 

To the right of the house a small weatherboarded outbuilding tvith hand hewn 
pegged frame roof boxed 0 doors and wood-louve 
Family tradition states that this was a slave Northeast of the house (which face 
south) near the v.lOoded area of the lot frame outbuilding with roof and 
batten door and window on the to date from the teenth 
century. 
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HISTORICAL BA,CKGROUND 

The lowe 

The man \,7110 

who soon 
to 1819 se 

is lac 
to 

On 

on 
idence 

of 1800 following the 
that Will Bla 

ave the census of 1800 indi-

property from William Black in 1800 was Samuel Esq 
Ie h i act From 1809 

an Iredell ive to the North Carolina House of 
Commons. Thereafte ran unsuccessfully for the United States House of ive in 
1825 served in the ate 
tional Convention of 1835. 

in 1826; and was a de to the North Carolina Constitu-
On the land his home, King established a moderate 

properous 
the owne. 

s of 
had b(~en 

1820 he of seventeen slaves and in 1830 

t 

ownersh of his house and 635 
price which indicates that 

ly four decade before 
house 

On 

lowe in only on the local level mag 
trate and member 0 court and in 1839 he was one of ioners 
appointed to establish lic school system in Iredell County. As a planter, however, Geor 
Flowers operated on ly cale for the area The records of h e tate, compile 
after hj death in the ear 18408 reveal that he had owned about fifty slaves and had been 
engaged in the cultivation of considerable ities of corn wheat oats, rye, flax and 
cotton. Horeover his furnish included the sorts of th which would ind a rather 
refini8 and elevated tandard of 1 ine furniture books, silverware, china and the 
like At the time a h death more than $15 000 in loans were t 11 outstand ,includin 
s~al1 loans t£ltwo men who would subsequent be sociated with his house Joseph James and 
S~las Keaton 

Through several transactions during the summe of 1843 
acres of land between the South Yadkin and Snow Creek 

Iredell County Records North Carolina Sta 
microfilm copies of deeds and wills 

Arch 

ACREAGE OF NOMI~~ATED PROPERTY _-----..::~::::.:.. __ ~_~ 

UTM REI:EREN(:ES 

Joseph Jame acquired more than 700 
including the house in which George 

Rale Estates , and 

That part of Tract 10~ Block 
in red on map 

l4B, Township lying north of SR 1905, as outl 

The prope being nominated lude the house outbuild and their immediate surroundings 
which consist of that of the total tract which is not interrupted by SR 1905. 
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8 

Flowers had lived The on one 0 the 
during the period 

of the house indicate that the 
tructure was remodeled or 

ly continued to be 
and carried on the operation 
that Jame even 1 
as head of household and 

by Flowe ' who 
of the ion by virtue of her dower 

the house In th Flowe 
of laves. She d be 

will indicateS £~at life within the house had continued on a fair 
of her husband. 

, yet the house 
remained in the house 

t It is doubtful 
a~~ 72 till 1 

1850 1853 and he 
ince the deatb 

On 24 June 1851 Joseph sold to Silas Keaton 650 acres which included the former horne of 
George Flowers; but the deed specif s that the transaction was "subject to the Ii 
time Dower right of widow Elizabeth Flowers. Probably within the next two years fol 
the death of Elizabeth Flowe Keaton moved into the house and took over the 
tion of the plantation By 1860 Keaton was the owner of slaves although the 
upon which they worked seem primarily to have been located just across the South Yadkin 
was listed at th time the owner of 1,214 s of land, 400 of which "Vlere improved. 
held considerable livestock and was heavily in the cult of corn the 
some wheat and oats The cash value of his farm was put at $12 Within the Keaton 
household in 1860 were Ke on h 1f t age h fe age 48 their children John W 
Mary R. and Winslow Sage 11 9, and 7; one ighn W Stone an overseer age 36 
Edwards age 28, a school teache from Illinois It should also be noted that, to 
tradition, Silas Keaton partnership Jose lave trad 1~r 
period, James residing a short distance to the east in neighbor~ng tovmship 

Between 1869 and 1871 a great deal of Keaton's land hold 
Creek were sold at public auction to the 
Simonton but the Keaton home tead 
possession of Silas and Nancy Keaton until their deaths. 

between the South Yadkin and Snow 
and land speculator, Robert F 

ions and the 

On 17 October 1884 the he of Silas and Keaton to John M. 285 acre 
which included "all the Keaton homestead II of the next half century, the pr28erty 
remained in the Bailey family's possession and came to be known as the "Bailey Estate" On 
24 August 1933 the house and its associated lands were purchased2~Y Mr J. A and h 
widow continues to own and occupy the house at the present time. 
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Iredell County B 

tural, ation 

N.C 

1 
Iredell County Deeds, Book A, p. 292; and see 1779 Map of Iredell County inside back 

cover of Homer M. Keever, (Statesville: Iredell County Bi-
centennial Commission 19 

2 Iredell County Deeds, Book A, p 292. 

3 Iredell County Deeds Book D p 43. 

4United States Census of 1800, Irede I Coun , North Carolina. Microfilm copy in 
North Carolina State Archives Raleigh, hereinafter census records cited by appropriate 
schedule and year 

5 John L Jr. (editor) 
(Raleigh 

266 268, 

6 l' Popu _. a t Ion chedules of censuses of 1820 and 1830 

7Iredell Book T P 

8 w. P. A Pre-1914 Index 

9r;' l'.eever, 

10 Iredell 

llIredell 

County 

County 

12 l' Popu at10n and 

13 Iredell County 

14 Iredell County 

Estates Papers. 

Estates Papers. 

Slave schedules 

Wills Book 3 p 

Deeds Book 3, p 

North Carolina 

202 203. 

of the census of 1850 .. 

74 

256 

Arch s Raleigh 
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9 

conveyance within the Bai Iredell County Deeds Book 31, p 76; 
Book 64, p 108; and Book 90 P 587; and Iredell County Wills Book 11 p 591 John M. 
Bailey died in 1897 In the 19209 the prope was owned briefly by J. A Summers 

2lIredell County Deed Book III p. 57 
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