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The frame 

loca ted jus t 
shielded 

its 

Piedmon 
Ahed rooms 

of Yadkin County on a s rise 
road timberland \"hich surrounds the 

tIl the 

a shet 

icant collections of details s 
in the 
the 

built shortly 
touched 

of this house include two 

proper in 1791, 
remodeled cn 

evidence sugges ts tha t one of these no present and pel. removed by 
Ni.c.hoJ led t-hand rOOlll the room above , the 
stair from the lef hand room leads to the rest of the second floor and attic 

and white are 

The fine mantel 

traces of the pa and 
centur:1.,es of \.;rear flicker from um"orn corners Harbled 
black baseboards and chairrails (sometimes real, some imes 

doo 

colors 
and ceilings, 

l'oeil), 
tone red 

closed with original locks and 

t-hand room 
v11 th t\,lO 

treatment on either side, and 
panels ('nclosed 

molded five~tier shelf at each corner 
The 

If the Flemish 
and upper 

chamfered posts (with 
white nine-over-s 

is no less The 

is set against 

other now gone) 
front porch 

shm;,ling 
shutters and the red 

with 
traces 0 

door vJith 
,,,auld 

knob and escutcheon and white surrounds to the 
reveal that this was no mean house 

raised 

This 0 1 available one looks and even the cut 
in the hillside allow level access to the basement - which is paved and lined with 
stone walls the outbuildings ~~lich straddle the t lane lead to the 
house The barn th flush 18 well-buil t and 
commodious I ts central pas t is so boldly chamfered as to rival the detailc3 of the 
house, do ts S vlhich end In onion corn crJb has joints 
which are dovetailed the mortice and tenoned shed now the tractor has a 
fully boxed eave 

The \Velch-Nicholson House, 
Unfor 
rather d 
is suffering 

with is truly an architectural gem~ 
and used for purposes has become 

forces of ture Half of the house 
roof and the tin has blown a,,,ay from parts 



(11-'111) 

stct_bilization 

to later stages of 
sheet metal The 

7 

and is 



RIOD 

s te 

Crl 

A 

CRITERIA AS~)[S!j,'Vl!::N 

c. 

~INDUS'R,( 

_INVENTION 

and vli th 

SUI 

nineteenth 
so 

LOCJ\,L 

s 
richness 

its complete survival and 
addition there 

and and the 
its kind 

agrarian economy of 
to that economy. 

the 

o craf and 
Welsh-Nicholson House 



( 11-71) 

The house and 
built by 
fork of 
acre 
Cowan 
at the 
was among t~he 

Host of the 
years later 
Welch 
nineteenth 
the Hunting 
Samuel vlelch 
there is no 

local level. 

By 1816 Welch 
the house and mill tract 
and leading citi 

8 I 

SomE"; 

On November 

show what leased it to tenants 

however, he transferred 
house and mill near 

Nicholson had moved into his Hunting Creek home 
dicates that he partially the 
with the dwel house was barn which Nicholson 
clause in his will unusua for the time, 
"also thE~ dwel hOUSE\ there I 

the one referred to 

" and likewise 
Grist and saw mill " 

Li ttle else was unCovt~red 
whee from tokes 

records from 1830 to 
the same 

1830 and 1850, there were 
cannot conclude without 

at least four ,James Nicholsons in the 
that the [rom Stokes 

James Nicholson 

his 

from 

A 

land 

also 

James Nicholson 
one-fourth of his The were divided between his sons 

Thomas and John M. Nicholson 1867 interc:::st ted 

to her sons 3 

John M. Nicholson moved to Yaelk!n County while 'IjI~lomas A remainAd in the 
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now 

8 

1 

The latter appears 
to the 

in the late nineteenth He 

his wife, Rebecca, but the effort 
Nicholson 

Court directed that of 
cow::t decision in. 

mill tract up bids in accordance ltv! th 
biddc:!r at $ 3 .300 18 A,nderson continued 

as Nicholson's r-lill until the first decade 
returned to the Nicholson by 

If' Thomas l\ Barnard 
~ including the house lot, miller 

Nicholson mill 
it burned 'in 1968, the site was known as 
the sarne yeax~s ago* ~rtle mill,s,i-te is 

near the mill, did not live 1:n the Nicliol,son HoustJ 
until her in 190 , 

estate and division of the 
Nicholson for 20 3 

'V'lhich the heirs 
The land was sold on 

months later, W T Nicholson 
1 acres to J Reavis $650 21 

Reavis owned dnd it not clear whether or not he lived in the 
Nich.olson House rented it to tenants or reserved it for his The 
house remained in tJw Reavis family for Afte.r the death of J W Reavis 
in 39, house 119 acres were sold Dickerson It since 
remained the family with Lu and Carol Dickerson of Yadkin County being the 
current owners. 2 

The house has remained vacant for some years nOVl r being 
has iorated nd unless tabili 
wi 11 cruIlli') under pressures of nature 

11 burned in 1968 
with 

storage It 
, th.A house 

of 
darn 
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3 
Keever, Iredell 

-~"-~-~,,--~""'-

4 
An architectural 

1810 Welch was 
from Laura W 

and Historic Preservation 
cited Nicholson 
Carolina Iredell County, 
number, date and page 

5 

7 

of the house 
1800, thus 

, Division 0 

al.~3o Second 
Schedule 

Iredell COill1t.y Deed Book M, 256 

8 

1790 and 

, hereinafter 
Census united States, 1800 North 
619 Census records hereinafter cited 

6 
See Iredell Count.y Records, Estates Papers, St.ate Archives, , hereinafter cited 

as Hobert Simonton Estat.e Papers Iredell Books, Office of the Clerk of 
Court, 11 Courthouse, vHll Book 19, hereinafter 

cited as Iredell County Will Book; and Keever Iredell 36, 42, 100 

7 
See Robert Simonton ; and Simonton' will, will Book 2, P 19 

8 
Iredell County Deed Book Z and 31 P 287 

9 
See description in Nicholson House File 

10 d . '\-. l' . WI.' 1- 1 For unstate reasons, NI.CI10 son"s recorded in Iredell County Deed Book 
11 

Keever Iredell 
--------------~. 

ISO, 154 

12 
Fifth-Seventh Census 1830-1850, indexes 

13 
Iredell County Deed Book Y 669 (see 

14 
Iredell Deed Book 4 P 837 

15 . hI' N1C ~ son House Flle and on of 

Iredell 287 

10) and Book 3, P 490 

also Book 31, P 287 

in Iredell County Deed Book 12 P 

County Deed Book 9, P 326 and Book 12 P 186 

, P 186 

, Iredell Dool: 30, p and Book B 

669 

186 



Footnotes 
8 

and Nicholson also of 

21 
Iredell County Deed Book 30 p 173 p 287 

22 County Deed Book 135, P 123; and Nicholson House File 



fIISrOr~!CAI. flJ\CKGFlOUND 

r. ' 

tion 

L " 
i .' 

Evans, 

5 1/3 acres 

UTM 

Port.ions of True , as outlined in red 
on, mDp The tb and 
mill site with its dam 
site in ty 0 Ie proper 
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