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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The houses of the South Broad ...reet Row .. .resent som  .[ the c...iest residential develop
ment in Mooresville, which took place flanking the railroad tracts between 1875 and 1915.
These houses appear to date more closely from the peried between 1885 and 1910%

At the north end of the row at 251 S. Broad Street is the houge that was built in 1891 as the
manse of First Presbyterian Church and was used for that purpose until 1922, when the present
manse on S. Academy Streel was built next to the church (#64.in Mooresville Historic District,
The first minister to occupy the manse was Dr., J. M. Wharey.  William McCorkle Neel purchasec
the house from the church. He was a prominent Mooresville merchant who owned and operated a
mercantile egtablishment in the commercial %istrict (#44 in MHD). Neel was also one of the
first directors of the Bank of Mooresville.

Dr., Jamee Young built the house at 259 S. Broad Street ca. 1890. Young was an early general
practitioner in Mooresville who scrved on the "Health Board" in %898 during the local smallpo:
scare to try to keep the disease at a minimum. He died in 1922.

The house at 269 S. Broad Street, which wag built ca. 1895, was the home of Tom Hall, the
pharmacigt at Goodman Drug Co. (f8 in IMID). Hall was also very active in community and civic
affairs.

At 275 5. Broad Street is the John Pinkney Mills House, probably built around 1885. Mills war
owner and operator of J. P. Mills Co. Department Store, one of Mooresville's most successful
business egtablishments (#61 in MHD). For nearly three—fourths of a century he was active in
commercial, educational, religious, civic and governmental activities in the town, and at hisg
death on_ February 29, 1940, local public schools as well as many businesses closed for his
funeral.

Prominent looresville citizen J. Frank Brawley lived in the ca. 1910 house at 301 S. Broad
Street, Brawley was in the mercantile business as a member of Howard, Brawley and Co. and

was Secretary-Treasurer and General Manager of the Lorene Cotton Seed 0il Mill and Warehousge
Complex (#31 in MHD). He was president for twenty years of Mooresviile Loan and Trust and als
served as a member of the County Board of Education. Brawley was the son of James Washington
' Brawley, who resisted the railroad's efforts to place a rail siding in the Shepherds community
Instead, the town grew up around the land donated to the railroad by John Franklin Mogre.
Ironically, J. Frank Brawley became mayor of Mooresville in 1896, serving until 1898.

The last house in the row at 311 S. Broad Street was the Johnston Family House, which appears
to date from the late nineteenth century. W. N. Johnston, a contractor, came to Mooresgville

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFEREMNCES

1w. J. Haselden, Mooresville, North Carolipa: The Early Yearsg (Mooresville, N. C.: 1967)
pp. 80 and 84.

zIbid., p. 84; Patricia M. Crooks, interview with W. S. Neel, October, 1?79, hereinafter
referred to as Neel Interview; Patricia M. Crooks, interview with Robert Davidson, February,
1980, hereinafter referred to as Davidson Interview.

GEOGRAPHICALDATA )
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 31/4 L
UTM REFERENCES R . #
AL, 7] 1511,6]5,9,0) 13,913,712 4,0 I T I I T T

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING © "MORTHING

<3 ST Y I P G ) P P of Ll Lo J bty

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ‘

All of Tracts 9, 10, 11 and 12 in Block B and Tracts 1 and 2 in Block C, Map 1J-23, Coddle
Creek Township, as outlined in red on map.

The property being nominated consists of the row of houses and the town lots on which they
stand.



FHR—E-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Iinventory—Nomination Fow
South Broad Street Row

Continuation sheet Hem number 8

Historical Background (Cont'd)

in 1875 and received the contract for building the First Presbyterian Church in that year.

He was also in the undertaking business. In later years he wag agsisted in these endeavors

by his son, H. N. (Nat) Johnston, until Nat entered the grocery business in 1894. Nat Johnston
also brought the first ice plant to Mooresville, was the first coal dealer in town, and in the
early 1940s installed Mooresville's first freezer locker plant. All of these establishments
were operated in the Johnston commercial buildings in the 100 block of N. Broad Street (#58
and {##59 in MHD). The grocery portion of the complgx was one of Mooresville's leading stores.
The dwelling remaing in the Johnston family today.
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Footnotes (Cont’d)

3Haseldeng p. 26; Patricia M. Crooks, interview with Pearl Sloan, October 1979, hereinafte
referred to as Sloan Interview; Neel Interview; Davidson Interview.

aHaaelden, p. 42; Sloan Interview.

5Sloan Interview; Haselden, p. 125; HNeel Interview.

6Sloan Interview; Haselden, p. 104.

7Haselden, p. 113; Sloan Interview; Patricia M. Crooks, interview with Mrs. H. N.
Johnston, Jr., October 1979; Patricia M. Crooks, interview with Mrs. Hal M. Johnston,
October, 1979; Patricia M. Crooks, interview with Mrs. Wilson Brantley, February, 1980;
Patricia M. Crooks, interview with Mr. Hal M. Johnston, February, 1980; Patricia M. Crooks,
interview with lMrs. Banks Culp, February, 1980.



PROFPERTY OWHNERS - 3, Broad St. Row, Mooresville

The Tollowing 1s a listing of names and addresses of all property
owners with the South Broad Street Row, Mooresville keyed by number
to the inventory list and to the map.

1. Robert W. Davidson
Route 2, Box 534
licoregville, N. C. 28115
and
Clayton W. Davidson, Jr.
Route 2, Box 532
Mooresville, N. C. 28115

2. G. Gene %Wilheln
920 Hampton Place
Mooresville, M. C. 28115
3., P. H. Sloan
269 5. Broad Street
licoresville, N. C. 28115

L, HMarshall F. Crouch, Sr.
P. O, Box 507 :
lMooresville, N. C. 23115

5. lrs. John %White Moore
302 W, Center S5t.
tlooresville, N. C.28115

6. lirs. Hary 5. (H. N.) Johnston
327 S. Broad S
llooresville, M. C. 28115
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