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CONDITION 
o Excel'~nt o Fair 5a Good 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 U~exposed 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~-A-lt-er-e-d~~~~O~-U-n-a-'t-er-e-d-·~~~~~-'_'~D Moved ~ Original Si~ 
DESCRIOE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl.,.. (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Eagle Nest is an impressive Federal structure which, although having 
undergone a certain amount of modification, still retains most of its 
original character. The main block is a two-story frame structure covered 
with beaded weatherboard and supported on a brick foundation. The house is 
four bays wide and three deep. It has a gable roof pierced by two exposed 
face exterior end'chimneys laid in Flemish bond. These rise between the 
two re.ar bays to the second ievel; in the attic the chimney runs diagonally 
to pierce the roof at its ridge. The well-executed molded box cornice 
features a dentil course. At. the rear (north) of. the house have been ~~ 

appended two one~story frame additions; one is a shed-roof porch which 
covers three of. the four rear bays; the second gable-roof addition projects 
back perpendicularly from the east bay. Both of these additions are of 

I ~onsiderable age, perhaps dating from the mid-nineteen~h century. 

Fenestration is somewhat irregular, exhibiting marked dimunition on 
the front (south) and rear facades with nine-over-nine and six~over-six 
sash, while the side elevations reveal both six-aver-six· and nine .... over-nine 
sash occurring at the same level. The windows have wide, simple molded 
architraves, with heavy flat board sills and two-panel louvered blinds. 

The front facade has been the most reworked. It appears that the house 
originally may have had a full-length t~"o .... tier porch, with the sides en­
closed. The east bay has been completely enclosed as a rpo~~ The original 
porch supports and rails hqve been replaced with modern wrought iron \vork. 
The front entrance architrave is tIle same as used on the widnQws, and the 
door consists of six panels, the upper ones flat,and the lower two flush. 
(The top two panels have been replaced with glass.) The use of flush pan.els 
below flat ones is a feature rarely found in North Carolina outside New 
Bern. A five-light, rectangular transom surmounts the door~ 
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The interior of Eagle Nest follows an off-center hall plan, one room Z 

deep. The finish throughout is.well-preserved and of traditional Federal ~ 
character~ The first floor exhibits molded architraves and doors consisting 
of six flat and flush panels in the same configuration as the front entrance 
door. The molded chair rail is slightly wider in the west room than in the I 
hall or east room, while the baseboard is the same throughout. The east 
room has a molded cornice, a feature which the hall and west room lack. 
The mante.l in the west room is a handsome three-·part Adamesque one with sun­
bursts, cable molding, pierced dentils, goug~vork, and paneled pilasters. 
The t~\70-part mantel in the east room is less elaborate, lacking the sunburst3 
and paneling on the pilasters. 

The open-string stair at the rear of the hall is accented with molding 
strips and ascends in t~vo runs with a transverse landing. The rounded 
handrail is carried on square balusters, punctuated by square, capped posts, 
and terminates in-a square capped newel. Wide, flat board sheathing occurs 
in the stairwell along the landing and second run. 

Doors are the same on the second floor as on the first, and the archi­
traves are simply moldedo A molded chair rail and baseboard are consistent 

t.hroughout the second floor, and botp_ rooms have i<lentical mantels ~ These 
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consist of a square opening with a wide simply molded architrave and heavy 
molded cornice shelf. 

In the perpendicular extension at the rear of the house is a simple flat 
board Greek Revival mantel, and molded architraves. A number of outbuildings 
surround the house, but most are of recent construction. There is, however, 
a box-like structure which may have been the old smokehouse and is of so~e 
age. 
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Engineering 
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0 Socia I/Human-

it<Jrian 
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0 Tra~sportation 

o 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 
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Eagle Nest is a handsome ea~ly Fedeyal plantation hause of importance 
to the architectural history of Jones County, showing the st~ong cultural 
influence of New Bern in the area. Among its notable features are the 
two-tier porch ;;vith enclosed ends, the c.urious chimney treatment with 
exposed faces typical of New Bern buildings, the doors with flat panels 
above flush ones, and the well-executed inte:r;ior·woodwork. ' 

The house now called Eagle Nest was probably built soon after 1796 for 
John Giles. On October 10 of that year, Giles and Kinchia (Hincha) Ke11i­
grew, planters of Lenoir County, were deeded over 1,200 acres in Jones 
County, called the Tuckahoe Meadows land, from Edenton citizens James 
Iredell (associate justice of the Supreme Court of 'the United States) and 
his wife, Hannah Johnston Iredell, Samuel Frednell /Tredr,vell!' (collector 
of customs for Edenton), and others. The ownership-of this-land had been 
in dispute between the heirs of Samuel Johnston, Sr .. , and John Herritage, 
and probably no house was built there before this transaction. On April 
5, 1796, 'Giles and Kelligrew divided the property between them, with Giles 
receiving 700 acres above Big Tuckahoe Branch and Kelligrew the land below 
the branch. Local tradition says that it was for Giles that the house was 
built; this would be consistent with stylistic evidence. Giles, who died 
in 1807, left his home plantation to his son, William M. Giles. William 
Giles, like his father, was evidently a planter who did not distinguish 
Ilhimself politically; it is also possible, stylistically, that he was the 
builder of the house. On March 30, 1833, he sold the dwelling house and 
,500 acres (excepting 40 acres sold to Isaac BroT,vu) to Jonas Jones, Sr., 
for $1,500. He in turn deeded the property "for natural love and affection" 
to his nephel-l John Jones on July 10, 1838.. Jones left it to his T,vife and 
minor san, who sold the property to E. S. F. Giles, who in turn sold it in 
1860 to Cyrus BroYm. It has remained in the hands of members of the Brown 
family and is now' owned and lived in by Mary Brown Koonce and her husband 
Ed;;vard Earl Franck, who purehased the house in 1950. 
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r~seareh by John Baxton Flowers, Ill, survey spee~·~·~a=l~i~s~t~;~a~r~c~hi~·~t-e-c~t~u~r=a~l~~~~ 
I description by Neil Pearson, consultant o · 

I Jones County Records, Jones County Courthouse, Trenton, North Carolina 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procech.l~es set 

forth by the National Park Service. The rec~mmended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

State 0 Local Nary 
Name AUt.~ A ~ 

Thornton W. Mitchell 

Title Acting Director, Division of 
I Archives and History 
I 

I hereby certify that- this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date ______________________________________ __ 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date j Date 30 August 1974 
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