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Bentonville Battleground state Historic Site covers 51 acres of 
open fields and woods, representing a small portion of the area (over 
6,000 acres) of the wide-ranging Battle of Bentonville Within the 
present boundaries lie many of the original trenches, breastworks, and 
pits, which are remarkably well preserved. Long sections of the main 
Confederate line as well as the entrenchments of Generals Carlin and 
Mower can still be seen 

Within the state-owned area is the Confederate Cemetery Over 
three hundred Confederate soldiers lie buried in a common grave marked 
by a marble monument erected in 18938 Near the cemetery is a modern 
visitor center Also on the grounds is the Hal~er House, an early 
nineteenth century farrahouse used as a hospital for Union and Confederate 
soldiers at different times during and after the battle@ The house 
and outbuildings have been or are being restored and appropriately 
furnished .. 
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The Battle of Bentonville, March 19-21, 1865, covered a larger area 
(over 6,000 acres) and involved more men (about 80,000) than any other 
battle fought in North Carolina Cormnanding these men was a large and 
distin6~ished roster of generals. Along with General Joseph E Johnston, 
who led the Confederate ~my, were Generals Wade Hampton, William Jo 
Hardee, Braxton Bragg, Do H@ Hill, Lafayette McLaws, Robert Fe Hoke, 
Stephen D .. Lee, Ao P Stewart, Benjamin F .. Ch8 o:Ghom , and Joseph Wheelor .. 
Accompanying General WilliaJll T Sherman, commander of the Federal troops, 
were Generals William P .. Carlin, Ho C Hobart, J@ Mower, H We Slocwn, 
O@ 0. Howard, and one Yankee with the remarkable naJlle of Jeff :Davis 

Apart from its significance as a battle of unusually large scope, 
the Battle of Bentonville is of interest because it was the last full 
scale action of the Civil War in which the Confederate ArmY chose the 
ground and made the ini.tial attacko It further represents the only 
significant Confederate attempt to stop Sherman after the Battle"of 
Atlanta, in August, 1864 

Sherman's army of 60,000 left Savannah in January, 1865, and met with 
little resistance as it moved through the Carolinas. Sherman's aim was to 
stop in Goldsboro, North Carolina, for supplies and 40,000 additional 
tt'oops on his way to join General Grant in the fight against Lee in 
Virginia General Johnston, who had raised an army of about 20,000, 
sought to prevent Sherman's rendezvous with Grant Learning that Sherman's 
left and right wings had separated for greater mobility, Johnston decided 
upon a confrontation at Bentonville. On March 19, Johnston's army attacked 
Sherman's left wing of 30,000 men The battle continued for three days; 
after Sherman's right wing with 30,000 additional troops joined the fray, 
the Confederate forces withdrew and were not pursuedo Varying estimates 
place Confederate casualties between 600 and 2,600; Union losses are put 
at about 1,6000 Sherman continued on to Goldsboro It was less than a 
month until Lee I s surrender to Grant at Appomattox on April 9 JohnS:Dn 
accepted Sherman's surrender terms on April 26 at Bennett Place near 
Durham, North Carolina, thus ending the fighting in the Carolinas 

Bentonville Battlefield has historic value as the little-disturbed 
site of a large battle which represented a last attempt by Confederate 
troops to stem Sherman's sweep northward. 
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Bentonville Battleground 
3 miles off Uo So 701, on S R 1008 
Newton Grove, North Carolina 

North Carolina state Highway Commission 
January 1, 1962 
Scale: 1"/,,5 mile 
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