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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIG!N‘A@‘_ (1{ known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Harper House is & two-story frame dwelling with a hip roof and
a pair of interior chimneys. It rests on brick piers.

The front (east) facade is three bays wide with large windows of
nine-over-nine sash on the first level and nine-over-six on the second.
The facade is dominated by a two-story pedimented portico, each story of
which is supported by two wooden pillars and enclosed with simple balustrade
The central entrance is flanked by unadorned pilasters and framed by large
sidelights and a wide eight-light transom. The transom is surmounted by
a horizontal band of six octagonal flat panels. A similar doorway lacking
the paneled band opens onto the second level of the portico.

The sides of the house ae two bays wide. The rear facade is gimilar
to the front but lacks the two-story portico. The mass of the building
is emphasized by.the heavy overhang of the cornice and the large corner-
posts which take the form of paneiled pilasters.

The interior has a center-hall plan two rooms deep. The rooms are
quite plain mith plaster walls above heavy baseboards, All of the mantels
are of simple similar designs, featuring heavy shelves above ranges of
three horizontal flat panels. The woodwork of the northeast parlor is
enriched by a chair rail and small bands of reeding on the mantel. The
rooms to the south of the main hall on the first floor have doors in their
south walls leading out to the detached kitchen and slave quarters. The
second floor, essentially identical to the first in plan, is reached by
a narrow stair which rises in two flights from the left side of the main
hall.
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The honge was probably bullt about 1850 by John Harper, a prosperous
Farmer and blacksmith. AL the outbreak of the Civil War, John Harper had
increased his holdings to about one thousand acres and owned three daves.

In March, 1 865, soldiers from Sherman's armies took over the Havper
House as a hogpital for the XIV Corps. At the begiwmning of the three day
Battle of Bentonville (March 19-27), the property was the scene of inbense
fipghting., Trees in the yard abill bear the scars of bullets. After the
Hodion vicbory bho Conladerabn soldiers usod tho house Lo o hospital, as
their enemios had previonsly done., On March 27, 1865, a Confederate scoub
reported forty-Iive wounded ab the Harper plao in the care of Surgeon
J. . Trskine, madical director of Johnston's Avmy. Turing the occupation
of the home by both armies Harper and his W,Lf e, Any, lived there wibth six
of their children (two others were serving in the Confedevatbe Army) .

l oAt

Harper died in 1897, leaving "my house and otler improvements” and
306 acres of lLand "known as the Harper Homestead' to his wife during her
1ifotime and after her death bto his three sons, John, Martin, and Henry.
By 1918, Remus D. Duro had bought all the interests in the property from
the ca‘bai @s ol the Harper brothers and had added several other tracts
around’ the Harper place. Upon Dunn's deabh the property was transferred
o Jake Dunn, who sold Ut hovse site to the shabe of North Carolina in
1957 For incorporation into the Bentonville Battleground State Historic Sit

Tho howse, which hag been restored to its antobellum appesrance, stand

on the grounds of the Bentonwville Rattleground State Historic Site. The
building ds the only dmportant landmark remaining on the site of North
Carolina's lappest Civil War engapement. ‘fhe battle which took place near
the houso repreosonted a Llagt attenpt by Confederalte troops Lo stem

Shormon s gweep norbhward.
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The Harper House exemplifies the widespread vernacular use of the Creek

Revial style in North Carolina. The house is typical of those built by

prosperous small landholders in the years just before the Civil War. It is
distinguished, however, by the successful use of such elements as pilaster
corner posts, a heavy unadorned cornice, and the rather elaborate geometric

treatment of the main entrances.
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