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o Altored [Xl Unaltered 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT .. AND ORIGINA\- PHYSiCAL APPEARANCE 

o Ruins 

(e/lOcI( Ono) 

Origir.al Silo 

The Harper Housy i's ? two-storyfr?me dwelling with a hip roof and 
a pair of interior chimneys It rests on brick piers 

The front (east) facade is three bays vv-ide with large windows of 
nine-over-nine sash on the first level and nine-over-six on the second. 
The facade is dominated by a two-story pedimented portico, each story of 
which is supporLed by two wooden pillars and enclosed with simple 
The central entrance is flanked by unadorned pilasters and framed by 
sidelight~ and a, wide eight-light transom The transom is surmolmted by 
a horizontal band of six octagonal flat panels A similar doorway lacking 
the paneled band opens onto the second level of the portico 

The sides of the house aB two bays wide The rear facade is similar 
to the frontb'LrG lacks the'two-story portico The mass of the building 
is emphasized by the heavy overhang O'fthe cornice and the large corner­
posts which take the form of panoilied pilasters 

The interior has a center-hall plan two rooms deep The rooms are 
quite plain ,with plaster walls above heavy baseboards, All of the mantels 
are of simple similar designs, featuring heavy shelves above ranges of 
tbree horizontal flat panels The woodwork of the northeast parlor is 
enriched by a chair rail and small bands of reeding on the mantel The 
rooms to the south of the main hall on the first floor have doors in their 
south walls ieading out. to the detached kitchen and slave quarters The 
second floor, essentially identical to the first in plan, is reached by 
a narrow stair which ri ses in two flights from the left side of the main 
hall 
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The hOUBC) w'cw pI'obably built about 1 n::;o by ,John ,Ha,r'p(3~ a. 
:fa.rmer and black.smith At the out-brE)Dl( of the C:.Lvil W~tr, ,John Harpor held 
il1crf:38,~jed his holdings to c:lbou'L ,ono thoU2l.::md a,CI'OE.j DJ1.d o1AT11od th.1'eo r;lI1.V(3S 

1r1 ,H'J.rcb,;,) '1 (365., sol(iierf; f:com ShfH>l!1':-Ul'd armi8s 1:,001<. ml'8r tho Hal"pFlI' 
House as a .hof3pit.aJ_ fo:l" t.hc) XIV Corps. At the begirming of the t,hre8 day 
BElttle of BCllrtonviJle (March 19"~21).'I t.he property '1iac) the 2)COnO of :Lntel'lS8 
f':i.f~ht,ing" T1T)(:'l8 :Ln the rdiiJl boar the ['lear's of hUJJ.8t~J. A,ftrH' Lhe 
1.111:ion vJ CI,(H',Y 'I;Jl,() G on 1'0 du t.'.'I, Lo uolLlinr 1.1 lllJod tholl.Oll U() J.' 01' a tal.) !l,U 

t.heir en(lJ1d.o~) had provJ.,ou.:-Jly dO:r.l8 On IVja.reh 27" '186.5" a Confederate [.::cout. 
I'f)ported forty~·f:i.ve \'\1'OU11decl cdi the Hctrper place i.n tht) care of Sux'geon 
,J. H. J:B:r'Glci.n(3, mE':1c1icc11 din3ctor of Johnst.on IS Al"my During the OCcupf-:ttion 
of the home by bot.h ':lI'mie,s HC1.qJ8l' a.rld hi::; wifE);,) Amy, lived thel"E) 1ATith .six 
of thf;d.r childron (two other::: worn se:cving in, tho Confe rJ.ora.t,8 Acm.Y). 

I-Tarver died. in '1 n~:n , "my hOlU3C3 a.nd ot.he r improvelllfHrl::,s II 
,306 aero,'] of lrlnd "luJ.own a.C) t.ll(j HOluost()acl" to hil3 '\!'rife 
life'L:LmEl d,n.d a.fLeX' he:c death to his t,h.rce nonEl ~ (Tolin, 

19'113, H.omus D" Dtum ha,d 'bou.ght all tho tni:.Err'or:rt.f,; in. tho 
tho OAt.a.lies o,f tho Harper brot.h(3J:'fl tlxld had added Devera1 othe.r tract~) 
around tho Htl.rp(ll' place UP011 DW'J1l I D cleat11 the properLy wa::3 
to ~Tako Dllnn., who Gold tlrlb.ou.ue tdJ:,e tjO t.ho statE:) of NOI,t.h GDX'olinc:t :in 
195'7 fot' :Lnc():r~po:t:,ation into t.ho Bon'Lonvil1e BaLtlc-:3ground :3ta,'Ge Hi.st.o:c:Lc Sit. ') Q 

rrho ll.O'I1uO 'w'h.ich hn.n bOOYl 1'0 to j Ln ant()boJJ.'U)Jl a.ppoar.::mce.y nta.nd.3 
on t.ho gro'Ll,ndl3 of the JJenLon:vil10 Bat.tlegrolJ,nd ~:)tD:Lo Historie to. Thf.l 
buil,ding in tl"I.C') only on t.he EJ11:,8 of 
Carolina. I D 131:. Civil ·~VCl,.L' The batt.le which took place nea.r 
tho hOUiJO ro.p.l'o u()nt.()d ,), In,::rt:. ;:ttt,ernpt, by Conf()doI'().te 1Jl"OOpa to stem 
t)ll(lr,lll.:J,n I [J I:T11I/()Ol) n.oJ."Lln\T:1rdo 
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The Harper House exemplifies the widespread vernacular use of the Greek 
Revtal style in North Carolina The house is typical of those built by 
prosperous small landholders in the years just before the Civil War. is 

8 

distinguished, however, by the successful use of such elements as pilaster 
corne posts, a heavy unadorned , and the rather geome 
treatment of the entrances. 
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forth by the National P~Hk Service, The 
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H. G" Jones 

Tit Ie Director, state Department of 
-8' aridHi sl,ory 

nnl" April 8, 1971 

Nn tiona 1 I~egis leI'. .' I'.'" 

of A I'c/Je%cy and llislori c Pro{-;orvaf ion 



1 1 d4 

'53 

• Q " 

, '\.' \..; L )\. 

j' 

\ 
1 O(J:; \ '!.JI 

111 'j 

I J 

" 1.3 
'If II! J /;; 1 \ 9(; /..:- <y}T I I 

Bentonville . /~) ~t., 

Harper House 
8 .. Re 1008 

16 
" 8 .. t, 

"J;L r r: ] -i:r::J~t ' r 

..,: 1197 Ebenezer 

Ch'·~"~~:.2--: 

Newton Grove, North Carolina 

North Carolina state Highway Commission 
1 iI/l mile 
July 1 J 1967 

Latitude 
degrees minute.s ,se90nds 

o 
35 

Longitude 
degrees minutes seconds 

\ \ \ 
,\ 

" . -

'0" '. 
\' \ \ 

" :-

,9 
"I I I I I 

I 1:2 4 

\ 
o 

'S 

" 

I 
V 




