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DESCRINE THE PRESEMT AND ORIGINAL (1T known) FLYSIEAL AR EARANCE ;
_ E
The Sanders-Hairr House is an exceplional eightoenth conbiury dwelling
natablelior 1ta unusually elaborate ond sophigbicated dotail. Tho two-|
glory house, buillt of molded weatherboards, has: a fine cornice consigting
of a row of pierced dentils above modillions. AL either end stands a |
maggive doualﬁ shalder exterior end chimney of brick laid in Flemish baﬁd.'

The houge rests on a Flemish bond brick foundation. o

i

The front (east) facade is five bays wide with flush’ siding under a
one-story shed porch which extends the lengbh of the facade. The porah,
probably the most distinguwisheo of its type extant, hau a concave ceiling
and delicate supports composed of tapered fluted pogts on pedostala. Ti-
aponjlly set balusters and a molded handrail adorned by pierced dentils
mak'e up the balugtrade. The cornice of the porch, like that of the roof,
consists of pierced dentils and modillions. The central entrance conbaing
-a double door below a large transom with geowetric tracery. The WLUdOW%
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on the first level, accented by heavy molded architraves and keystones,
contain nine-over-nine sash. The windows in the second shory aro aimilap
but have six~over-nine sash ond an unusual band of pierced donbils above =
each window. -
The ends are pedimented by the horizontal extension of the dentil ! L
3 5

course from the main cornice. The complete cornice, including the modilliopd i
carrios around the eaves. Rach tympanum reatvres a circular oculus, acc@mtnd:n ;
by a molded architrave and keystow, on either side of the chimney. The | ;
chimnoy is flanked by elaborately framod windows in each sbory. Rach fifat ~ i
story window ig podimontod, hag a molded nrvhﬁbvwvn, a koyabon , and da i O ;
gurmonotad by o full enlabloturo venanentod with plorcod dontile.  Tho e [
windows ol bho éWu%wnl Toveol avo gimilar but lack tho podimonta.  Tho roap e :
of the hovso has beon altored by recont addttiong, bub tho windows on tho ) [
gecond level are limO the corrogponding ones on the front., oo > L

The interior avrangement of the house is quite unusuwal. T pOlnl S Y ;
a vhriation of the so-called Quaker plan with the roor porbion oP Lbn grobh, i
parlor partitionod to form an unheabod room and o rear hallw vy which @.f} in g
effect an extension of the main roowm. ’ :

The main entrance opens into the large southeast parlor. This room L
has a high wainscot consislbing of a rongo of horizontal raised panols over

a range of verticol onog; bhe waingcol broaks bonoath Ghe windowse  Dowinadsng
the room is an olaborate mantml on the goubh wall. The Cireplace oponing 1. ¥
framed by a crossetted architrave, which is surmounted by a plain frieze and ‘
a cornice shelf featuring a band of incised geometric ornament. The shelf
breaks over projecting blocks at either end of the frieze. “The overmantel
teatures a large horizontal raised panc) framed by 2 crossebted molding
Flanking the mantel are full-height stop-Iluted pilastors which sband on
flat-paneled pedestals. These supporv a full entablawure of which only the
cornice carzes around the whole room. The entablature is broken above ‘the
pilasters, ;

Tho smdll southwoob room hobind the parlor wan unbhonbod.  Moal of Ao,
original Lrim woo removed whon 16 was made into o bathroom.
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7. Description

The two north rooms have corner fireplaces and paneled wainscots of
the same design as that in the large parlor. The mantel in the north ‘
room features a ramped ontabldture, while that in tho northwest room has -
vertical panels below a shelf ornamented with dentils. The window on Lh@
right wall in the northeash room was originally a door leading to a kltohen
in the side yard. An enclosed stair which opens into the Hallway at thg
rear of the parlor rises on the lefl side of the northwest room. i

The second floor originally had a plan similar to that of the first,
but alterations have vesulted in a center hall with two rooms on either
gide. The stair leads into the northeast room. Both this and the northwes
roomg have plaster walls above flat-paneléd wainscots and corner fireplaces
with arched openings. The southeast room has a raised-paneled wainscobt and
a mantel which is a simpler version of the one in the parlor below. It has
a crossetted architrave below two endblocks which support the molded shelf.
The southwest room is less elaborate, with plaster walls above a flush-
paneled wainscot. An enclosed stair rises above the main gtair to an |
unfinighed attic. |
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STAT EMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Land grants as early as 1757 record the presence of the Sanders famlly
in Johnston County. According to a deed of May 11, 1786, Reubin Sanders
bought hBO.acres of land on the north.side*ofaSwift Creek. It 'seems likely
that he built his house on this tract about 1787. Sanders continued to
acquire property in the area. By 1798 he owned 2,62l acres and sixteen
slaves, and at the time of his death in 1830 his holdings amounted to about
6,000 acres. 1In addition to his extensive farm, Sanders also operated |a
grlst mill and a saw mill, ana served as clerk of the superior court and as
genator in the Nurth Carolina General Assembly., ‘

The Sanders house remained in the family until it was sold to W. ﬁ Ton
on January 19, 1885. It passed through several hands before its purchase
in 1950 by A. Y. Hairr, the present owner. i

1

Though the Sanders-Hairr house in its overall appearance 1is typlcal of
many late eighteenth century homes in North Carolina, it is esp901ally1
noteworthy for the sophistication of its design and the excellent execution
of its architectural detail. Containing some of themost interesting wood-
work in its area, the house represents an early stage in the transition from
the Georgian to the Federal styles. It is possibly the earliest extant
frame house away from the coasbal areas with sophisticated exterior architec
tural detail. As such, it is one of the most important structures in the
study of the development of domestic architecture in North Carolina.
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