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o object 
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(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

EDUCATION/school 

RECREATION AND CIILTURE/auditorium 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE 19th & 20th CENTURY REVIVALS/ 

Classical Revival 

Narrative Description 

County and State 
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Contributing Noncontributing 
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[Xl A Property is associated with events that have made 
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County and State 
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ARCHITECTURE 
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Period of Significance 

1915 - 1951 

Significant Dates 

1915; 1926 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 
o 0 a cemetery. 
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o F a commemorative property. 

o G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Bibliography 
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ArchitecUBuilder 

Hook, Charles Christian 
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#--------------------
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The Clayton Elementary School Complex includes a rgr5 brick Graded School (later the 
High School) and a 1926 brick Grammar School and Municipal Auditorium. The buildings 
occupy a lot one block southwest or-Clayton's mam commercial area,- bounded by Second Street 
(northeast), Fayetteville Street (J;l.orthwest), Home Street (southwest) and the Home Memorial 
Methodist Church (southeast). A sliglit ground elevation along. the Second' Street frontage allows 
the buildings to overlook the streetscape. Concrete sidewalks surround the block and 
miscellaneous hardwoods, magnolias, and' slriubbery complete the landscape. 

The two structures share common characteristics, including red brick exteriors, large vertical 
windows, decorative orickwork and' overall symmetry. Both are examples of the Classical ReVival 
styl~, though the Graded School is more restrained in its expression of this. 

Clayton Graded- Schoof (1915) 
The main block of die Graded Sdiool ouiIdfug. is rectangular and' riSes two stories above a 

raised basement. A one-story gymnasium wing projects to the rear. The front (northeast) facade 
features a nine-bay section flanked oy slightly proiectin~endbays with paired' windows. All 
windows are one-over-one sash with concrete lintels and sills. A projecting concrete band 
encircles the buiIdmg aoove the second £roor windows; a orick water table at basement level also 
encircles the structure. Concrete steps lead to the main entrance, centered. in the facade with 
double haIr-glazed- doors topp.edby a tliree-part,- diVidedliglit transom and fIanked'by sidelights. 

The east side elevation of the Graded School features a set of concrete steps leading to a two­
story porch wliich slieIters the side entry. 'The upper leveloftlie porch is open except for modem 
lattice and grating. A set of stairs leading from the porch to the second level may have been open 
but are now enclosed~ Extending east from the concrete steps is a moderilmetal:'roofed walkway 
which connects the Graded School to the adjacent grammar school building. 

Projecting from the rear oltIie Graded' Sdiool is a one-story gymnasium wing featuring four 
rectangular windows on the east and west elevations with concrete lintels and a concrete-capped 
parapet rooflfue. On the west side Oldie mam block are another set of'concrete steps which lead 
to a double-door entry similar to the main school entrance on the front facade. This entry 
configuration is repeated- at the second level oldie west end; and a set ofexteri<;>r modem my tal 
steps has been erected to reach that door. 

The interior oftlie Graded Sdiool teatures eigJit classrooms per floor in the mam block, with 
an office in the center fiont. Interior stairs at die end of each hall' access the second floor. The 
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buildfu.g is simply finiSIieamsfde willi origmal pIaster waITs, plafu ooard cliair railS, door fraDtes, 
and baseboards, five-panel doors, and hardwood floors. Classrooms retain their original slate 
blacKboards andlarge pafredwfudows. Dropped cei1fug~instarredin tlie rg70s, ooscure the 
originals which still exist. A channing original feature which remains in place are the coat hooks 
which line the h~lls. 

Clayton Grammar Sdioor and Municipaf Audftorium (I926-} 
Standing east of the Clayton Graded School School is the Clayton Grammar School and 

Municipal Auditorfum ouiIdfug. UnliKe tJie more common rear rocation ror an auditorium, th~ 
two-story, gable-front auditorium fronts Second Street, with the elementary classrooms recessed 
to the rear. The mam elevation ortJie auditoriUm fs lifgtITy omate,.,featuring a proJectmg three-bay 
limestone frontispiece. Three arches, flanked by pilasters with molded caps and topped with ' 
keystones, slieRer tJie douoTe,.lialI-gfazed; wood':'paneTed'mafu doors. Above tliese doors are 
fanlights. Between the lower and upper levels of the limestone front is a molded cornice. The 
upper leveTrs composedoflfuee rectangplar oays willi pilasters franK:fug.twelVe-over-twelVe S4lsh 
windows. A double diamond motif decorates the limestone frieze baild across the front of the 
building. Aoove iliis, witliili tlie ga.15fe,js an mset llinestone brOCK with the carved 'date ofTQ26. 

The classic symmetry of the auditorium is further represented on the east and west side 
elevations, ooth orw1iicIi exlii15it siX oays orpaired' Wfuaows witli llinestone silli and-lfutels. 
Those on the first level are rectangular, flanked by projecting pilasters which rise to cornice level 
and' are topped' witli sfop,ed-caps. The secOnd :t!oor windows are also rectangular, but are' 
crowned with flat brick arches with limestone comer blocks and keystones. Also decorating 'the 
side elevations ofllie auditonu.m are a 12rojectmg"bricK' course at water table level 

Incorporated across the rear of the auditorium, and in matching side wings, is the three-story 
classroom blOCK wmcli contains eigliteen cTassrooms. The mam entries into tJie classroom area are 
located in the side wings, where two .. story recessed porches with arched openings on the first 
leveflead to doors siiniTar to tliose at tIie ITont entrance ortlie auditorium. Stairway access to the 
two upper floors is also provided in these wings. An exterior metal stair has been attached to the 
east section to access tlie second'fIoor and'tlifrd'ftoors from die outside, andthe originalporc¥es 
at those levels are now open. 

The east and west erevations ortlie classroom block are rour Days wfde, with rectangular 
paired windows on all three levels, brick sills, projecting pilasters and a brick soldier course. The 
entire block lias a :t!at metalroot. The rear,. or south, eTevatfon features a central' arched opening 
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shelteriiig double doors, anaparred-iectanguIai wffidOws. Large b1ffidBncK panelS enliven the 
otherwise plain rear elevation. ~ 

The interfiir oftlie auditonum is accessea tEIougli a tiIe-flooreaIOb"by at the mam Second 
Street entrance. Stairs to either side of the lobby rise to the upper balcony seating area. Double 
haU::gIazed do·ors Ieantrom tlie lobby mto tne audi!o:rii!m This large space is divided-liito three 
sections by two aisles. Approximately 600 original metal framed wood seats remain in place, 
those on the aiSIe-s enili!azonea With"'tIie ~monogram ofCIaYton :sr-glf School At the front of 
the room is the original stage, with a simple paneled surround and proscenium. The original blue 
stage curta~ alSo monogrammed~'-remams. AIring eac1iwan"on tlie secondlevel are passageways 
which link the balcony seating with exits near the stage. The walls of the passageways are paneled 
on the exteriOr and'sheatlieam narrow ooard"'on die iriteriOr. OilgfuafJiimgiiig lightfiitures with 
white glass globes remain as well. 

The interior of thecmssroom sectfun features siX classrooms on eaclioftliree floors. Th~ 
rooms are approximately twenty-four feet by thirty-five feet in size, with two in each whig and 
two across the rear ofllle fiUffiIiitg. TIle stage area oftlie auditoriUm fs·surrounded'by this 
six-room arrangement. In the center of each floor, between the two reat classrooms, are spaces 
used'as offices and-'teacner founges. Large tripfe winnows willi siX-over-siX sash and'molded sills 
light the 'classrooms. Plain chair rails, molded door surrounds, six-panel doors and some-of the 
slate blackboards remaiii. The long IiaIIS on eacli flOor, runniiig across the back ofilie bUilding, 
feature arched openings at each end. -

:!~~o~t~~:r::ry Scnoorc-omprex lias not oeen usea siiice 1997. Afiexterior windows 
and doors are currently boarded over to protect the building from vandals and deterioration. 
However, the origiriar:reatures 00 remam oeneatli tKe DOaraS allcI"are visible Hom th'e mterior of 
the buildings. They will be retained and utilized in the planned rehabilitation. As is typical in 
older sclioofOulldirigs, cliangmg neeos' over tIie years liave resuIteaiii some modem futerior 
alteration, including installation of dropped ceilings, partitioning of some interior spaces; and the 
application ofmodem materiaTs· suc1fas slieetrocf: These clianges 00 not compromise the" 
architectural or historical integrity of these buildings; they retain all significant original elements 
of style, furin, and"fiirictfon. 
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The Clayton Elementary Graded School and Clayton Elementary School and Municipal Auditorium 
has educational significance under Criterion A for its associations with the long history of private 
and public education in Clayton, North Carolina. The Complex consists of the former Clayton 

, Graded School, built in 1915, and the Grammar School and Municipal Auditorium, completed in 
1926. Standing on a site occupied continuously by school buildings since the 1890s, the buildings 
serve as reminders of North Carolina's period of great improvement and expansion of school 
facilities and educational opportunities for children in the first decades of the twentieth century. 
These buildings, especially the Auditorium, have local significance as cornerstones of the 
community's social, civic, and educational life since their construction. The period of significance 
extends to 1951. Although the building functioned as a school after 1951, it has been determined 
that the property does not meet Criterion Consideration G, and therefore the fifty~year cut~off date 
for Criterion A is the end of the period of significance. 

The sclioolouifdfugs are signifiCant arcliifecturaJIy unaer Criterion C-is mtact, 
well-preserved examples of early twentieth century brick schools which were built throughout the 
state but are now among its most enaangered .. liiStonc resources. TIle two sch'oorStmctures in 
Clayton are among only a few intact surviving examples of their type in Johnston County, 
exhibiting the liaIImarK symmetry, recfonck' fi:iilsli, and-restrameaClassicafReviVaromamentation 
of the period. The Grammar School and Municipal Audito~ unusual for the proririnent facade 
orientation ortlie auditoriUm, was aesfgnecfoy Cliarles C.-HOOK ofChirIotte, one of North 
Carolina's preeminent early twentieth century architects, and is the best surviving example ofhis 
schoofdesign m Johnston COll¥ty. 

Historical Context 

The sman--nortliwestem JOlinston County town oICIayton was known as Stallings Station 
in 1853, when a small, two-story frame school was erected on (now) Fayetteville Street by HL. 
Winton of New Tersey. By r8"58"lie Jiaa-aadea a lirwJ(- aormitory, tlie fuSt orick bUilding in to~ 
for boarding male and female students (Clayton News, August 8, 1983). This early schoo~ 
known as Clayton Acacfemy or Clayton Iiistililte, was tlie fOrerunner to a succession of private 
and public schools in Clayton which served the community and its surroundings well into the late 
twentieth century. 
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Cotton, tooacco, ana ilgriculfuraf marKets supported'the growth orthe town, which was 
incorporated in 1869. By 1890 it had become known as Clayton, and the old Academy building 
was rolled across Fayetteville Street to tlie site ofllie present elementary sclioorcomplex. The 
original school building was replaced in 1900 by a two-story frame school featuring ten large 
classrooms ancran audifon~ as well'-as a farge liiicK oonnitory-fiir ooaraei"s and'Taculty. In 
1901 the Clayton School Company was incorporated to oversee the town's educational facilities 
andjJrograms. The rg-0T-I9{f4schoollerm at tlie Academy offereoiiistruction for p:rimary, 
intermediate, preparatory and high school students, as wen as classes in music, art, business and 
teadier trairimg (ClaYton News, August 8~' '1983J ffy alfaccounts, the crayton Academy was a 
revered local institution and source of great pride for the citizenry. -

The mit two decades ofllie twentletli century saw plienomenal'educational'development in 
North Carolina, spurred by progressive govemmentalleadership, greater economic prosperity, 
and a growmg awareness ofllie state's '1i1tenectuar6-acKwardiiess~(Lefler, p. 589). Major 
campaigns were waged to convince the people of the need for local school taxes, consolidated 
schooIdiStiicts, more anaoetter sc1100IbUiIdiiigs, analOnger scnool"tenns, aU-ofwmch'wp:e 
important components of public school expansion and improvement at the time. In Johnston 
County, a special'county tax approveam 1909-alloweafor construction ofIarger schools, 
throughout the county to serve more students. In 1910 the former Academy was operatmg as the 
Clayton Gfluled'-Schoo( tuition-nee to diStriCt residents (SmftIiliefdReral<[' Septeriili~ 2~' 1910). 
An article in the Smithfield Herald on April 1, 1910 celebrated the transition of the Clayton­
Academy mto the publiC ClaYton GraaeaSCnool:-

"The question arises ... why should the old enchanted Alma Mater ever 
yiefd"to any new educauonafluopaganda TFOr years proudly lier ancient 
penants ( sic) floated above her as she nobly stood the pressure, then 'Et tu, Brute?' 
(anailiou too, :S-rutus?}--on August ro~ f9U90yan overwlielliiliig majority, 
vote for special tax. .. the Clayton Graded School came into being. God moves. 
The unaIfenaore riglils orcliilifren are oemg meted-out to tnem iii tlllS-a~-
vancing civilization of ours ... Now with every form of wealth in the city and 
surroundirig county contnoutmg irs part to tlie maintenance ofilie scli~ol, 
the graded school bell will sound a greater welcome to more than 500 
white boys and-girls; fOr nme montJis iii tlie year tlley can go mto the" 
sacred'haJIs- of lei un mg. There fu the future thiS mstitUtion will-Stand para-
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Four years later, $25,000 in bonds for the Clayton Graded School District were sold to 
Hanchett Bond-'Company o~ag(J fOr the purpose ofConstmctmg a new sc1ioolbUilding. The 
new facility, designed for grades one through ten, was expected to be one of the best equipped 
school plants ill the st'ate. ElectriC Ilglits, hot rurlieat, anaartmciafventiliition were among its 
planned modem conveniences (Smithfield 'Herald, July 16, 1915). The new facility opened on 
September ~ 1915"Witli-3U{fstuaents usirig twelVe classrooms (fOUr ofvvmch were labs) and a 
horary. 

By 'l9U the Graded-SClioof was no longer adequate ror tIie need's of'elementary and high 
school instruction. That year, another bond referendum approved $150,000 for a new gramm..a:r 
schoolbriildiiig. The olQ(iraaeuSdioo[ wouIdOecome the IOcaI1l1gh' school' D'esigned by 
Charlotte architect Charles Christian Hook, the new school would include eighteen classrooms, a 
music Studio 'and 'a large auditoriiim fOt tlie town'S use. Kr.BIa1ock ofKiiiston, N:C. was 
awarded the construction contract for the Clayton Grammar School and Municipal Auditorium ~t 
a bid'or$79';J-l2[OO~' TIle lieatmg 90ntract was awardecrto IL~ P-owers ofBcimettsville, S: C. for 
$6300.00 (Smithfield Herald, October 2, 1925). Opened in September, 1926, the Clayton 
Grammar SCliootoperated-contiiiuousIy as a pulillC sclioor untilT99T,"as did-tlie High School 
The auditorium, site of all of the town's important cultural events, closed one year earlier. In 
1997 Joooston County aeedeatlie properties E-acK to tILe TOwn oICIayton. The great affection 
the citizens of Clayton hold for these landmarks, and their important place in local history, spared 
them from aemohtion, tIie fate ofio many early scliooIOuiliiffigs oeirig pliaseaout of use. The 
Clayton buildings are slated for rehabilitation and adaptive reuse as town office, cultural facilities, 
and meetmg space. TIiey wilftlius continue to ffiJIi1r a promfuent fiiiiction andpIace iii the life of 
this small town. --

Jlrc~tecturar-~ontfxt 

The Clayton EIeinentary SClioorComplex iiicfuaes tlie f9T,CIayton Graded"School (11lter 
the High School) and the 1926 Grammar School and Municipal Auditorium Both buildings are 
significant as weU:preservea'examples oIearly-twentietli century brickscIiooIS- iii North Carolina; 
both retain a Jrigli degree of aichltectural'mtegritY. The Graded School arid -the Grammar School 
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are goO(f'examples ofiJ1e ClassfcaIReviVar-Style as lt was applied-to schools, and'they exlu"bit 
form and finish typical of their period and uses. Both are executed in red brick, with-symmetrical 
mairi TIlcades and featUre concrete and1im.estone aecoratiVe elements:, 

Numerous similar brick schools were built across North Carolina during the first two 
decades oftIie twentietli century: A 19V6-survey ofsc]iooIS iiiJolinston Gounty foUnd only three 
intact examples remaining, including the school buildings in Clayton, Selma (NR cu.rrently slated 
for demolifionrand Slfu1liIield (NRr-All-oftliese exfu1>if tlie characteriStIcs of early-twentieth 
century school construction. Examples of other similar schools existed in the towns of Micro, 
KenIY,- and·'Piiiiceton (wliose scli~olwas consiaereatKe fiiiest iilllie county); all have b,en 
destroyed. Schools in Pine Level and Four Oaks have had unsympathetic alterations wlrich 
compromiSe hiStoric'integrity (~urriCane Fran ITamage Assessment, "T9Y6~' Johnston County 
:fiIes~ NCHPO, n.p.). ' 

The arcliifect ofllie Grammar S-clioof ana Audiforfum ouiliIiD.g was Cliirles ChriStian Hook 
(1870 - 1938), who came to Charlotte, N.C. in 1890 to teach mechanical drawing in-th~ public 
school"System By I892'-lie naa6-ecome C1iarlotte~ rust fiill=-tifue profesSionafarcliitect, 
specializing in the Colonial and Classical Revival styles which emphasized classical elements, 
symmetry, andiestramed"omamentatlon. HOOK pro diiceaplan s and-designs for a wide variety of 
buildings, including schools, post offices, theaters, railroad stations, city halls, and houses, and his 
work'appeared-1mougliout tKe state (WanKen, no page giVenJ~ He was widely kiiown by the 1920s 
when his designs were selected for the new Clayton Gtamtnar School and Municipal Auilitorium 
as welras ollier new Jolinston COunty scliooIS iIi Y'ffie reve~ Pruiceton, Grendale and-Ben~on 
(Smithfield Herald, August 1, 1924). (Of these, the Pine Level School has been altered; die 
Princeton, Glendale"ancfHe.nson sclioo18'liave oeen Iost.)-Tlie Clayton Grammar Sclioorapd 
Municipal Auditorium building is the best surviving example of Hook' s school architecture in 
Johnston CoUnty. lis most promment anaIDnovatiVe feature [s-tlie elegant auditoriiitri ~at 
functions almost as a free-standing entity, since the classroom block is recessed to the rear. 
Audiforiilins, a common amenity iii early- twentfetli- century sclioo18, are 110nnally located 'in a rear 
wing, with entrances inside the school building. Hook's auditorium, however, fortns the facade of 
the bUilding, witlitfuee sets 01dOors opening to 8econaStreet. Tfii~funrisualj)lacement may have 
been dictated by its fimction as the auditorium for the adjacent high school, but would have 
facilifated"tlie tOWn'--s-use ofllie space as well:" 
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10. Geographic Data 

Verbal Boundary Descrip~on 

OMS Approval No. 1024-0018 

The nominated property lies on the southwest side of Second Street at the intersection of 
Second Street and Fayetteville Street, and is bounded by Second Street to the northeast, 
Fayetteville Street to the northwest, Home Street to the southwest and Home Memorial 
Ivrethoiii~ C!rurch to th~ southeast. The boundary is delirieated on the attached Johnston County 
GIS map, parcel1690} drawn to a scale ofI"::;::lf5'. 

Boundary Justification 

The nominated 2.26 acre parcel contains an the land histur&allv a&seciateu vvTI:h 
Graded Sdl00l and Clayton Grammar School and Municipal Auditorium 

Clayton 
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