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nondescript brick commercial building on the property and a metal chain link 
fence to mark its now common property line with the cemetery boundary. 

In 1953, Emmanuel Lutheran Church undertook another action which affected the 
cemetery. In August 1953, the church contracted with Salisbury Marble and 
Granite Company of Salisbury, North Carolina, to prepare a new granite 
commemorative stone on which the early nineteenth century gravestones of John 
Godfrey Arends and his wife would be inset. On 17 October 1953, the newly 
completed memorial stone was presented in ceremonies held in conjunction with 
the sesquicentennial convention of the United Lutheran Synod of North Carolina; 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church was host to the second part of the convention which 
opened in St. John's Church, Salisbury. At the same time a North Carolina 
Highway Historical Marker honoring John Godfrey Arends, newly-elected at the 
South Aspen Street front of the cemetery, was unveiled in ceremonies attended by 
Dr. Christopher C. Crittenden, executive director of the North Carolina 
Department of Archives and History. 

In the four decades since the ceremonies honoring the first minister of the 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, the cemetery has received little attention except for 
regularly mowing of the grass cover. During this period there have been some 
modest attempts at gravestone repair but these have not been of a skilled 
professional nature. Generally speaking, Old White Church Cemetery had ceased 
to be used for interments by the time of the Arends ceremonies. There were, 
however, burials as late as 1985 for individuals whose spouses had earlier been 
buried at the cemetery or for those who chose to be buried beside a long-dead 
parent. The last person believed to have been buried in a marked grave in the 
cemetery is Minnie Lela Rhodes (1895-1985) who died on 20 March 1985: she was 
buried beside her parents. 

The gravestones in Old White Church Cemetery are important in the history of 
Lincolnton and Lincoln County for many reasons; however, three qualities are of 
special merit and appertain to the significance of the cemetery and its 
eligibility for nomination to the National Register. In the first instance the 
cemetery and many of its gravestones are the earliest and most important 
surviving cultural artifacts which represent the history of the founding and 
settlement of Lincolnton. Except for the survival of a very small number of 
residences, incvluding Shadow Lawn built in 1826 for Paul Kistler 
(1782-l848)--who is buried in this cemetery with his wife Ann--there is little 
other surviving architectural, visual, and physical evidence of the early 
history of the county seat. The stones marking the graves of members of the 
Hoke, Cline, Hauss, Henderson, Houser, Ramseur, Reinhardt, Summey, and Summerow 
families are testimony to the prominence and prosperity of these families and 
their significant role in the life of Lincolnton and Lincoln County in the 
nineteenth century (and later). 
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The cemetery's gravestones are also important for the cultural and stylistic 
representations they preserve. There are at least two early nineteenth century 
surviving stones in the cemetery which are inscribed almost entirely in German. 
(It is not coincidental since the town's earliest religious congregations were 
Lutheran and Reformed and that they were organized by German-speaking peoples.) 
The earliest is a tablet stone (#32) surmounted by a lobbed fan-shaped device 
which bears the date "February 16 1801" above a visible ten-line German 
inscription. The other stone is the handsome gravestone (#2A) of John Godfrey 
Arends (1740-1807), also tablet-shaped, which features an eagle with outspread 
wings in its arch-headed top. The gravestone is the sole contemporary reminder 
of the life of this important Lutheran minister who was honored in 1953 by a 
highway historical marker accorded persons and events of statewide historical 
significance. Ironically, the portion of the inscription which is in English is 
a verse which assumed wide and popular usage later in the nineteenth century. 

Remember Man as you pass by 
As you are now so once was I. 
As I am now you soon shall be 
Therefore prepare to follow me. 

Other surviving stones in the cemetery feature design motives which are 
associated with German-speaking societies in the middle-Atlantic region and the 
Upper South. These include the stones marking the graves of John Howser 
(d. 1825) (#22), Beverly J. Thompson (1807-1830) (#7), and Elias Carpenter 
(1810-1838) (#14), and the gravestone (039) of George Bivings (d. 1808) which 
features a carved dove with an olive branch in its beak. 

The forms, designs, lettering, and inscriptions of the surviving Gravestones in 
the Old White Church Cemetery also represent the succession of styles associated 
with funerary art in the late eighteenth-, nineteenth-, and early-twentieth 
centuries. The predominant stone form in the cemetery is the tablet form which 
is represented by examples spanning the entire period of significance. Among 
the most impressive of this group are some dozen or more which feature 
scroll-shaped tops and date, principally, from the 1810s, 1820s, and 1830s. 
Included in this eroup are stones marking the graves of Sarah Brem (d. 1810) 
(ij16), Eve Mary Ann Summey (1817-1818) (ij11), James Oliver Summey (1832) (#12), 
Martin Shuford (d. 1837) (013), Jared Irwin Henderson (d. 1821) (ij15), and John 
Cathey (d. 1837) (021). 

In the mid-nineteenth century, the late-Baro~ue scroll top on tablet stones ~as 
largely replaced by flat, peaked, or segmental-arch tops on stones which 
reflected the parallel Greek Revival style in architecture. Significant 
examples in this grou~ of stones are those at the craves of Jacob Rush 
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(1798-1854) (#9), John Cline (1796-1857) (n31), Capt. Sidney A. Shuford 
(1837-1862) (#10), William F. Thompson (1851-1866) (n8), John Michael Jacobs 
(1801-1850) (#24), and his wife Kaney Jacobs (1801-1855) (n25). In the 
post-Civil War period, tablet stones were often ornamented with floral devices 
and one of the most impressive of this small group is the gravestone of Barbara 
Hauss (date unreadable due to damage) which has a carved wreath of flowers in 
its upper face (#40). 

There are some dozen important box tombs with ledger covers in the Old White 
Church Cemetery. The boxes are of granite or brick while nearly all of the 
ledgers are white marble. This small but culturally important group of stones 
dates mostly from the 18305 and 1840s and includes the gravestones of Sarah 
Ramsour (ca. 1788-1837) (U18), David Ramsour (ca. 1775-1842) (019), Mary Slade 
(1799-1851) (#34), C2tharine L. McLean (1811-1848) (#20), and Mary Gertrude 
Reinhardt (1846-1875) (#29). Related to this group is the unusually handsome 
table stone standing over the grave of Marcus L. Hoke (1813-1837) (#4) which 
consists of a rectangular ledger supported on six tapering octagonal columnar 
legs. 

Another stone form which enjoyed a certain popularity in the antebellum period 
was the obelisk. Important examples mark the graves of John Hoke (1778-1845) 
(#5) and Charles Cotesworth Henderson (1803-1869) (#23). The nineteenth-century 
cradle stone form is represented by an early twentieth-century example (#41) at 
the grave of Margaret Ellen Little (1909-1910). 

Although burial vaults are a somewhat typical feature of cemeteries in eastern 
North Carolina, including the Episcopal Cemetery in Elizabeth City, they are 
very rare in the Piedmont. The stucco-covered brick vault (03) in the Old White 
Church Cemetery is marked by a white marble table with the inscription "John 
Hoke Family Tomb." The vault probably dates to the antebellum period: it and 
the other Hoke family gravestone indicate the high status of the Hoke family in 
the cultural, political, and social life of nineteenth century Lincolnton. 

Finally, many of the Gravestones in the Old White Church Cemetery are important 
as reflections of the craftsmanship and skill of individual gravestone carvers 
or marble yards which operated in Lincolnton, in North Carolina, in South 
Carolina, and other parts of the nation. The oldest known signed gravestone in 
the Old White Church Cemetery marks the grave of Jared Irwin Henderson (015), 
the son of Lawson and Elizabeth Henderson, who cied at the age of ten years in 
1821. It is marked ItJ. Caveny" and '.,Jas probably imported to Lincolnton from 
Philadelphia, ~ew York, or elsewhere in New Eneland. Because of the scarcity of 
good marble and ~onument stone in ~orth Carolina, the ~ravestones of many 
prominent and affluent ~orth Carolinians who cied in the nineteenth century ~ere 
ordered from stone carvers and stone yards in the greater Sortheast. The 
Henderson Gravestone represents this tradition and practice. 
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In the opening years of the nineteenth century, stone carvers in Charleston, 
South Carolina, also supplied gravestones to wealthy members of North Carolina 
society. The Charleston stone carvers imported good marble and granite monument 
stone from New England and Europe and shipped the stones, through factors and 
merchants, up the rivers into Piedmont North Carolina. There are two important 
marble gravestones which bear the signature of "J. White" who is believed to be 
a member of the White family of stone carvers in Charleston: the gravestone of 
George M. Ramsour (1806-1807) (#17), and George W. Morrow (1798-1835) (#6). 
Perhaps the costliest gravestone in the cemetery, and certainly one of the most 
handsome, is the deteriorated ledger stone which covers the box tomb of 
Catharine L. McLean (#20) who died on 12 January 1848. The flat rectangular 
stone has molded edges, a handsome inscription, and a recessed lancet-arch panel 
at the top in which is carved a mourning female figure standing at an obelisk 
under a willow tree: the mourning figure, the obelisk, and the willow are all 
important expressions of grief in early nineteenth century funerary art. The 
stone is signed "W. T. White, Ch. So Ca." 

The largest number (six) of identified signed gravestones in the cemetery that 
come from one maker are those from the tvorkshop of the Englishmen, William and 
Richard Tiddy, who operated a marble yard in both Lincolnton and Charlotte in 
the mid-nineteenth century. Their yard was one of the most prolific in North 
Carolina in the antebellum period. The six known signed gravestones carved and 
signed "Tiddy" in Old White Church Cemetery are those at the graves of the 
following citizens: Jacob Rush (1798-1854) (#9); John Cline (1796-1857) (#31); 
Mary Ella Abernathy (1856-1858) (#27); her brother Charles William Abernathy 
(1859) (#28); James W. Grice (ca. 1841-1861) (#30); and William F. Thompson 
(1851-1866) (#8). 

The deaths of fathers, sons, and husbands during the Civil War occasioned the 
erecting of numerous gravestones in the South in the 1860s. The inscriptions on 
these stones, including the monument at the grave of Capt. Sidney A. Shuford 
(1837-1862) (#10), usually noted the unit in which a soldier served and the 
battle at which he was wounded or killed. Shuford's gravestone was carved and 
signed by "J. A. Childs" about whose career as a stonecarver nothing is 
presently known. In addition to the gravestones produced by the Tiddy marble 
yard in Lincolnton, there are important signed gravestones by two other local 
yards. "McLean & Co " produced the joint now broken gravestone (1133) erected 
for John Hauss (1792-1845) and his wife Elizabeth (1806-1881). After the Civil 
War, the Carolina Marble Works in Lincolnton appears to have been the most 
prominent monument maker in both the county seat and Lincoln County As a local 
stoneyard, Carolina Marble Works might not have felt the need to sign and thus 
advertise their work to a local market which would have been familiar with their 
craftsmanship. Their most impressive signed gravestone in Old \4hite Church 
Cemetery is the white marble obelisk (U23) erected over the graves of Charles 
Cotesworth Henderson (1803-1869) and his wife Barbara Glen (1802-1869). 
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"Emmanuel Lutheran Church Cemetery," a typescript listing of stones located in 
the cemetery. No author, January 1, 1985. A copy is on deposit in the 
Lincoln County Library, Lincolnton, North Carolina. 

Lincoln County Deeds, Office of the Register of Deeds, Lincoln County Court 
House, Lincolnton, North Carolina. 

Sherrill, William. Annals of Lincoln County. Charlotte: Observer Printing 
House, 1937. 
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10. Geographical Data 

The acreage included in this nomination comprises all of parcel #4589 on Lincoln 
County Tax Map 3623-16-83. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries cited above enclose the residual tract of land, in use as a 
cemetery since ca. 1801, which was acquired in 1788 jointly by the Reformed and 
Lutheran congregations of Lincolnton. These boundaries reflect the sale of 
portions of the church property in 1938 and 1951. 
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LINCOLNTON WEST QUADRANGLE 
NORTH CAROLINA 

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 
NE/' UNCOUITON IS' QUADRANGLE 




