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o Ruins o Unaxpos€!d 

(Chock Ono) 

o Moved !Xl Orjgir.ol Sito 

The Jesse Jackson House is set in a grove of deciduous trees on a 
high bluff overlooking the Neuse River . A drive shaded by century-old 
oaks and cedars leads to the house from the hi ghway 0 

Tho hOUSG is a two-otory framo otruc turn with rL common bond. brick 
foundation and a gable roof 'The west (front) facado is five bays w:LdG 
with a central entrance in each storyo The entrance on the first floor 
contains a Greek Revival door with two long vertical flat panels surmOlmted 
by an eight-light transom which carries over the sidelights The doorway 
on the second level is similar to the main entrance but lacks a transom. 
Protecting the main entrance is a one-story porch featuring a diminutive 
entablature supported by wooden pillars The flat roof is enclosed by a 
plain square balustrade 

The north and south sides each have two bays separated by a concave­
shouldered chimneyo The north chimney is laid in Flemish bond, while the 
other apparently has been rebuilt in random common bond.. Dominating the 
rear facade is a single-story shed porch with the two south bays enclosed. 
Late in the nineteenth century the porch was connected to a single-story 
addition to the south 

The windows have nine-over-nine sash on the first story and nine-over­
six on the secondo Two small attic windows with four-over-four sash flank 
the chimney stack on each gable An unusually large mold.lllg semi-circular 
in section provides the only decoration for the simple box cornice which 

m 

m 

returns on the gableE!o n 

The interior is center passage in plan A stair with plain balusters 
square in section and molded handrail rises on the left side of the hall in 
two flights to the second floor and then in two flit;hts to theattico The 

in all rooms are of plantor abovo n,h:Lr~h banol)Qa:r-d Thoro in a wJdo 
flat panel beneath each window, which is encloood by an ox.tono:Lon of the 
heavy window casing 

The mantels are all of the same basic design,A@pair,of ,square pilas­
ters support an entablatUB with two paneled end blocks and a horizontal 
fret below a simple molded cornice shelf 0 ' I'.'. 

-i 
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Abou.t '1850 Jesse Jackson) rt plantE):r 1\rho lived nE)ar the Neuse Hiver 
west of Kinston, bought from his nei.ghbor J Henry Jones:; property liJ'hich 
included t.he buj.lding now kno-w11 as the eJesse J'ack:1On House.. It is not 
knovm. hOItV' long ,Jonos had mr\T:rt(·3d. the property nor when the hOUSf) w'as buil1:., 
but. the building appears to h.ave been constructed about HH.I.o 

,Jesse t.Taekson at.tended vlrrikeFort)::J't College (1C335-1836), served in the 
North Carolina Gener,:11 Assembly in 18h'-,. a,nd 18h6" and W',!:l,S one of tho two 
original deaco.ns :in the firG1:. Baptist c.hurch in Kinrrbon, 'li\Th:Leh he he1ped 
t.o found j,~n '1857 G He lDI1r]:,i.ecl Elizabet.h Croom Wh:Ltf:Leld, and their son, 
Jesse, Jr , Waf) born in the hou.se in 1 e5)~,@ 

The prope:e·I:iY passed from ,JeF3EJe tl1,roug1:1 his wLfe, E1izl).beth, ijO t,hc-dr 
[Jon, 1.10[;)00 tTac}<oon, tTl' TdJ<o 1,1.J:J J,'n.Lh()J~ ,In:l:;o,, tTl' •. , :I,L'Ln'f),ckld Wil!<O li'o:t:'c)IJ'L 

Collegc:) (1B,(2 1£3'13)" wa~;.l a {3UCCE)[;)s,'i:'n1,planLoI'J and becaHlr::J prominent in the 
community" sorving as treasurer of Lenoir County and"helping to organize 
the New Hope Baptist Church In 1906 1:,J1,03 local ll.HTrJSpapor noted that he had. 

UJ h20 acres under cultivation" 
UJ 
V) Since it}3 acquisition by J03 sse ~rackson, 3r., thE) house has romained 

in the ~Ja.ckson fardlye ~~h8 pre Bent. owner is SjJnon Pa:l"rott Jackson" youngest 
son of fJes~3e Jackson, Jr 

,',r,r..lO fJ()D30 rJrLGkrJ,on 1101:1:38" ':1.1'~:hj .. LcGt.ural1y ono of tb.o finost plantation 
homes in Lenoir' County has boen for over nne hundred years ·bhe l"(-)s:Ldence 
of one of the most prOIninent farO-i1ies i.n the area 
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Jesse Jackson House 

CONTI NUATION SHEET ,ApDENDUM 

Item 8 Significance 

ITEM NUMBER PAGE 1 

About 1850 Jess~ Jackson, a planter who lived near the Neuse River west of Kinston u 

bought from his neighbor, Henry Jones, property which included the building now known 
as the Jesse Jackson House It is not known how long Jones own~d the property nor 
when the house was built, but the building appears to have been constructed, about 
1840. Family tradition has it that the purchase included 1000 acres and the houseG l 

This appears to be reasonable, since 1000 acres was a rather standard parcel of fand 
at that time and the house is of a size and quality appropriate to a 1000 acre farm .. 
The official county records which would substantiate this claim were de9troyed in a 
courthouse fire in 1878. 

Since its acquisition by Jesse Jackson, Sr., the house and surrounding acreage have 
remained in the Jackson family and been in_contin~ous use as a-working farm. The 
present owner is Eliza J .. Casteen, the daughter of Jesse Jackson, Jr .. , and" heir at 
the previous owner who was listed on the original nomination.. Her 108 acres of 
Jackson p+operty is the only intact part of the original 1000 acre farm and contains 
the Jesse Jackson House, associated outbuildings (frame barns and sheds built in the, 
early 20th century), a family cemetery surrounded with a Victorian wrought-iron fenc6 0 

a pecan grove at the bottom of the bluff, and cultivated botto~ land stretching to the 
Neuse River .. 

Isybill Hyatt, The Jackson History, compiled for the North Carolina Society 
of the Descendents of the Palatines, Kinston, November, 1943. 

Item 10 - Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated less 

Verbal aoundary Description: The boundary for the Jesse Jackson House is shown as the 
red line on the accompanying map entitled "Survey of the Eliza J" Casteen 
Property, Augus't 5, 1978 Ie 

UTM ~FERENCE: (A) 17/260100/3903000 
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(C) 17/258450/3900650 

(D)17/258460/390JIOO 
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Jes~e Jackson House (with addendum), 
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Jackson's Store 
Kin~ton,'Lenoir County, NeC .. 

De~p Run Quadrangle 
108 .. 94 Acres 

UTM REFERENCES: (A) 
(B) 
(C), 

(D) 

Scale 1:62500 

17/260100/3903000 
17/260050/3900600 
17/258450/3900650 
17/258460/3903100 

~1El 
,tSNOW HILL 15 MI. 

35' M£weORNS CROSSROADS 7.'l MI, 
~,~.,~ 

DEEP 
N 

15 MUNUT 



\ 

Jesse Jackson House 
U" S .. Highway 11 

o Kinston, North carolina 

North carolina state HighWay Commission 

Scale ~ 1"/·1 mile 
June 1 ~ 1968 
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