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Dempsey Wood House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2._Location

STREET AND NUMBER:

North sulé of S. R. 132L4; 2, 5 miles from junction with S. R. 1336

CITY OR TOWN:

Kinston (First Congressional District)
STATE cobE |COUNTY: cobE
,,,,, 37 Ienodr 107
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I [C] Object (], Both ] Being Considered [ Preservation work ] Unrestricted
in progress (R No
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CONDITION T o (Choc'( Onﬂ) T (Choch Oio) i
[} Altered Eﬂ Unaltered ] Moved = Origiral Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND 0R|G|NAL (1 known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The IPmpsey‘Wbod,House 15 a two-story frame dwelling with a low hip
roof. It rests on brick piers. Protectlng the central bay of the three-
bay front (south) facade is a two-tiered porch. It featuss two square
pillars with molded caps and corresponding paneled pillasters. The upper
level is enclosed by a well-turned balustrade. The central entrance is
‘framed by two pairs of attenuated paneled pilasters which support a diminu-
tive entablature adorned with tiny ornamental brackets. The door is flanked
by multi-paned. sidelights and surmounted by a narrow nine-light transom.

The four-bay east and west sides are dominated by pairs -of massive steprt
shouldered common bond chimneys with split shafts. Thoge on the west side

contain narrow recessed panels with a triangular motif. These curious chimngys

are reminicent of the multiple-stack chimneys of the seventeenth century,
and are the only ones of this type known in North Carolina. At each corner
are massive posts which take the form of paneled pilasters with cornice
capital The north facade is similar to the front. The central entrance
consists of double doors flanked by pairs of pilasters between which occur
multi-paned gidelights. The pilasters support a shallow btriangular pediment

Most of the windows on the north and south facades contain their origing
six-orer~six sash. The windows on the sides are quite narrow and have four-
over-four sash. All windows feature molded architraves and shallow triangula
pediments. Paneled aprons directly below the windows emphasize the verti-
cality of the overall design.

On the interior the Ibmpsey Wood House has a center-hall plan two
rooms in depth. ' The ‘stair, ri ‘ging from the right side of tho hall, hag an
excoptlonally heavy newel post and a handrail octagonal in seclion. ach
room containg an unusual mantel FOaLurlng flat panels and wide appliod
moldings below a magsive cornice sholf. Tho wallg are finished with plastor
above a vertically sheathed wainscot, and all doors and windows are [ramoad
with molded architraves with panoled cornorblocks.
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Palling Cs
‘a house on bhe property. Construction of the house proceeded slowly
until it was halted by the coming of the Civil War. Ry that time the

been Living there for some time.

Demps

from the puore Creek Revival to the more el
“becoming popular, just before the (ivil War.  This curious

GREEICANCE

1836 James Wood accuired from hig father a plantation in the

reek arvea of lenoir County. Before 1050 he had bepgun building

t have been virtually complete, since the Wood family had

e

ey and Jesge Wood, sons of James Wood, vemained in bhe hous
proporty they ownod wag divided in 1092, Tt is from,]mnm‘s
soy, that the house takes its name. Afler bthe Wood property

was divided, the house was purchased by N. J. Rouse. Tt passed through

ands before being purchased by Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Bmerson in

1945. The Fmersons are Lhu present owners of the house.

Tempsey Wood House is an imporbant example of ‘the trans ition
borate Vietorian ecleticism

is one of the few houses left Wh]Ph o]ﬁavty crllbLt this
mid-nineteenth century toste. ST
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MATIOMAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
Lional Hisloric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Jaw
B.005), 1 hereby nominate this property for inchusion
in the Notionnt Repdater ond cortify that 1 huw heen
evatusted nccording to the criteria and procedures sel

forth by the Mational Park Service. The recommended

fevel of sipgnificance of this nonmination is:
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ril 16 1971
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Chicl, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date -

ATV

T Keopnr of The National Reglster

ate







