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o Moved Orlgir.al Silo 

The Dempsey Wooc(House is a two,-?tory frame dwelling with a low hip 
roof It rests, on' 'brick" piers Protecting the central bay of the three 
bay front (south) facade is a two-tiered porch" It featues two square 
pillars with molded caps and corresponding paneled pilasters The upper 
level is enclosed by a well'-turned balustrade The central entrance is 
:framed by two pairs of attenuated paneled pilast,ers which support a 
tive entablature adorned with tiny ornamental brackets The door is d 
by multi-paned sidelights and surmounted by a narrow nine-light trans 0111 m 

The four-bay east and west sides are dominated by pairs of massive step 
shouldered common bond chimneys with split shafts Those on the liiIBst side 
contain narrow recessed panels with a triangular motif These curious chimn ys 
are reminicent of the multiple-stack chimneys of the seventeenth centlli"Y J 

and are the only ones of this type knOWl1 in North Carolina At each corner 
are massive posts which take the form of paneled pilasters lNi th cornice 
capi ~al~ _ The north facade is sinLi.lar. to the :~ront The central. entrance 
conslsts of double doors flanked by pall'S of pllasters botwGGn whJ_ch OCCUT' 

multi-paned Gidelights The pilasters support a shallow triangular pediment 

Most of the windows on the north and south facades contain their original 
six-aTer-·six sash The windows on the sides are quite narrow and have four-
over-four sash All wind01Jvs feature molded architraves and shallow triangulc r 
pediments Paneled aprons directly below the windows emphasize tho ver-i.ji-
cality of the overall design 

On the interior the Dempsey Wood I-louse has a cE;mter-D.a~1 p1an two 
~ " ,I 1! ':! , 

room~ in depth Thetsto.ir; 'rising from the right side' of tho hall, "han an 
excoptionaJ~y heavy DGwel pont and a hand,rnj 1 oc t,agonn,l :in lJocLJ on: , Each 
room contains an untisual ma.n"l~el featuring flctt panol:] and wide appliod 
moldings below a massi vo cornice srlOlf Tho w:J,lls aro finished wiLllplastor 
above a vertically sheathed w<'],inocot, and nIl clooro (mel ·w:i.ndoWD aro [r;uTlod 

molded. architravos w'ltih panolod GOI'nOl'hlockr3 
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In '1 e]6 Jt.lJnOr.:: W()OU 8cqrl,irocl from hi:::~ fathor :1 plDntation in the 
FElll:Lng Creek area of Lenoir COlJ}1t;y ,Befon3 'I esC) ho had bee~un building 

I a house on 1::.]],0 f)I"operty Coru:d:,rlJ,C ti on of th(3 hm,loe procneded sl 
unt.il it was halted by the coming of tho Civil ~\fal' By that t.:UT.l8 tho 
house must hct've boen virtually Gon~plete" sineo the Wood family had 
bef3Il Ii ving there for some time 

D3rnpcwy and tTGfJSe Wood, ~30n,'] of ,JaJ'nf),S romain,ed <Ln, the hou[,w 
unLil tJhe p:coporty they OWIJ()cl 111)'a,[j d:.i:vj,dod in H~9;? IL in from. ,Tamo;:] 1 G 

Don" DJmpsey ~ that tho hour)e tak~321 i.ts name;. Aftor the\l/ood pJ:'operty 
vITas divided" the house was pure,hased by N. IT.. House It pasDecl thro'ugh 
several hands before being puxc1:ta ~3ed by }TT and }{rs .W'. C Emer f.wn in 
19h5 Th~) gmoI'sons are t.he pre E:ent ov:mer'::J of the hOUB8 

Tho }XJWpfJGY, 'VIfoocl House iei n:l'l jJl\por'l:J;:~'nt) loxamplo of tho ,1!I'?l1siLLon 
frmn t.ho pur's GrGek Hoviva,l t.o 1,h(l mo:eo ela,borato Victorian ecletici;:3Jlj 
which '\tras becomi,ng popular, jUEd:, befo)~E:lt.t!P;:1 Civ:i). Wc;t,l

L
"' •. ' ~lh:it3 curious 

stX"UCt.UX'8 in one of the feW' hOl,W(H3 left. which cloctr~ y G'xl~ib:it~G' t.his 
changflmid"-n:LnetJElon th COI1'GUl"y t~lC-:l'to ~ 
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